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from our viewpoint...

The phony Issue
IS specter of draft

Thephony issue of the 2004 election? The draft.

John Kerry keepstrying to hang the specter of adraft to
providetroopsfor Iraq on George Bush.

Thepresident haspromised, flatly, that hehasno plansto
begin adraft, but that doesn’t stop Sen. Kerry from his at-
tacks.

It won’t wash, though.

Firstof al, Congressisn’tgoingtoinstituteadraftfor Iraq
or any foreseeablewar.

There's no support for adraft. Too many Americansre-
member Vietnam.

We hated the draft then. We don't like it now. We won't
votefor it.

Neither will Congress, wherememoriesarelongand the
desireto bere-elected strong.

Mr.Bushiscriticizedfor alot of thingsthat aren’ t hisfault:
An economy that started south on Bill Clinton’s watch, a
supposed quagmirein lraqthat many who' vebeentheresay
isn’t nearly that bad, thelist goeson.

That’spolitics.

But of all thephony issues, thedraftistheworst. Thepresi-
dent has never once advocated a draft, and there’s no evi-
dence he’splanning to ask for one.

TheArmy iskeepingupwithitsenlistment requirements,
and Mr. Bush sayshewill work to seethat it staysthat way.

Theonly statementsthepresident hasmadearesimply that
therewill beno draft next year.

Make no mistake: No president could promise that he
would never ask for adraft. The country needed a draft to
fight two world wars, and that could happen again.

But that time has not come. We see no reason not to be-
lievethe president.

Evenif hewantedadraft, itunlikely Congresswouldgive
him one.

By bringing up thisissue, Sen. Kerry ispandering to the
fears of younger Americans. It's dishonest politics, and it
could backfireon him.

Thereareplenty of issuesonwhichheand Mr. Bush dis-
agree—taxes, health carepolicy, how tofight terrorism, to
nameafew.

The senator ought to stick to those honest disagreements
and get off thisphony issue now. — Seve Haynes
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It is finally time to vote

LornaGTisonvacation, sowe' rereprint-
ing a previouscolumn.

| don’t know about you, but | know how to
votethisyear.

Andit'sthat time—finally. Withany luck,
after next week, we'll have afew months of
peacebeforethepoliticiansstart campaigning
again.

Maybewe should usethelull to plan astrat-
egy for getting moreinvolved.

I’m proud to live in a democratic country;
I’mgladthatwomenareallowedtovoteaong
sidethemale population.

| takethat privilege serioudly, asshould ev-
ery American.

| can’t say that | enjoy the election process.
It seemsthat politicians have becomeabreed
to themselves, and the characteristics aren’t
alwaysattractive. Many havetheability tosay
whatever their audiencewantsto hear, and yet
feel littlecompunction to keep their promises
or even to hold on to them any longer than it
takesto find anew audience.

| recommend abook by D. JamesK ennedy, a
Christian communicator. 1t's called Character
and Destiny; thesub-titleis* A Nationin Search
of ItsSoul.” Herearesomequotesfromit:

lorna
gt

® commentary

“We cannot continue to add aquarter-to-a-
half-trilliondollarsinnew debt eachyear with-
out payingthepiper very soon. Wecannot con-
tinueto pour endlesssumsdown therat holes
of debt and welfareand government waste—
and expect our economy to survive.”

“Thereal danger weface may very well be
that wearebeing lulled to sleep by thosewho
are telling us that the Soviet Union has col-
lapsed, while, infact, the monster yet lives....
Theideol ogiesof our enemieshavenotall died
out. They may be found today on the great
university campuses and in the halls of gov-
ernment.”

Author Kennedy quotesthe English states-
man, Edmund Burke, “ All thatisnecessary for
the triumph of evil isthat good men do noth-
ing,” and also Dr. Francis Schaffer, “It'stime
toreclaimAmerica..... Thecultureisself-de-
structing, and Christians are doing almost

nothing about it.”

| wishl knewwhowrotethefollowingquote;
I’ dliketo congratul atetheauthor: “Watchyour
thoughts; they becomeyour words. Watchyour
words; they become actions. Watch your ac-
tions; they become habits. Watch your habits;
they becomeyour character. Watch your char-
acter; for it becomesyour destiny.”

We must each guard his/her thoughts and
standards, for who we areindividually molds
thedestiny of our society. Ashley Brilliant de-
scribes too many of us: “I want all my rights
immediately, but have no urgent need of my
obligations.”

Itreallyisn’tfair tolabel politiciansas| did
earlier. They are areflection of the society in
which they find themselves. St. Augustine
said, “Wearethetimes. Suchasweare, soare
thetimes.”

Christiansneedto stopavoiding politicsand
become part of the system. The very least we
candoisvote. Concern or apathy isreflected
attheballot box. Doesn’tit bother youtothink
that our society reflectswhoweareaspeopl €7

| votefor adifferentimage.

First published—Nov. 1, 1996

Time to do our duty and vote

TotheEditor:

Voters, hereitistimetodoour duty andvote. |

How many of you know that the president
of theUnited Statescan only bein officefor a

total of nine years? But we vote our County |- -

Officia sforasmany yearsasthey wanttorun.

What iswrong with thispicture? Thepresi-
dent has so much more to deal with than the
county officials.

How many of you have ever stopped and
thought about whoismanaging our tax money.
How many of you just go to vote and see one
person’snameontheballot, andthink, well he/
she hasbeen therefor awhile, so he/she must
know what he/she is doing, without giving
someoneel setheopportunity torunfor office
for the primary and then go from there?

| wish you all would take the time and en-
ergy tothink about this, and think about where
our tax money isgoing.

How many knew theel ected officialsdo not
haveto betherein the office, aslong asthere
issomeoneintheofficethat canrunit?Yetthey
still get paidfor going shopping, stayinghome,
or just plain not wanting to work that day.

I sthat how youwant your tax money spent?
| know | suredon’t, and | think it is time we
stand up for what we believe. | think they
shouldclockinonthetimeclock, justthesame
aseveryoneelsehasto. That way, it would be
fair.

I know thework isgetting done, because of
the other workersintheofficesaredoingit.

When the department heads and the com-
mi ssionersgoto meetingsinother towns, they
don't go for Motel 6 or some of the other
cheaper ones. They gofor themoreexpensive
ones, andwho do youthink paid for that?You
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and | did with our tax money.

| know thevotingwill haveto stay asisthis
year, but get out and about and listen to some
of usthat worked there, and we will tell you
how the atmosphere was— not pleasant.

PhyllisL Long

Goodland

To TheEditor:

| read arecent letter regarding the upcom-
ing election and would like to take issuewith
some of theinformation excluded.

| dobelievethat thiscould beoneof themost
important endeavorsweasA mericanscan be-
come a part of to influence the future of our
nation. If weare doing our jobs as our found-
ing fathersintended, thenweshouldtakegreat
issuewith astatement that suggestswe not be
influenced by the past. ThisAmericathat we
loveisbeingtakenapart pieceby piece, but not
as this person might suggest. These small
groupsof extremistsareembraced by theK erry
camp, including homosexuals.

Inthedebatetheother night, somethingwas
mentioned of the Socia Security systembeing
at ahuge deficit. | contest whether we would
beinthissituationright nowif wehadnotkilled
1.4millionunbornbabiesper year since1973.
Furthermore, | amsureeveryonehasheardthat
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals struck down
thewords* Under God” inthe Pledge of Alle-

giance, citing the separation of church anc
state.

Theissueof Iragisvery difficult, but must
be addressed. We must act in defending our
freedom. It istoo bad we could not ask the 6
millionJewsthat werekilledinHitler’'sregime
if wereactedtoo hastily. Saddam Husseinwas
doingthesamethingsto hisown people. This,
aswell asthreatsto our own nation, should be
enough tojustify what wedid.

| agree, theeconomy isnot wherewewould
likeittobe. Inthelate’ 90s, westarted declin-
ing and are now on the rebound. M ost peopl e
remember the prosperity of the '80s under
Reagan’swatch.

| do not feel that John Kerry appealsto &
broad crosssection of America. Everythinghe
does and says is politically motivated. This
man can not be al thingsto all people. Heis
one of the most liberal senators, voting pro-
abortion, anti-defenseand anti-second amend-
ment.

| agree we must change. We must become
more like our forefathers and be visionaries,
for our familiesfirstand secondly for our coun-
try. | feel our current president realizes these
things, and wantsto preserveour heritageasa
nation.

The liberal mediawould have you believe
heisabumbling fool who only attacked Irag
to appease his father. | think the people are
smarter thanthis. | will continueto support our
current president andwill enthusiastically cast
my votefor himon Nov. 2.

GlenW. Tedls

Wallace

(edited for length)
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