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noon Thursday!

Today
* Sunset, 4:49 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:13 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:48 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 58 degrees
* Humidity 30 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds southwest 20 mph.
+ Barometer 29.81 inches

and falling

* Record High today 90° (2003)
* Record Low today 11° (1993)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 75°
Low Wednesday 51°

Precipitation none
This month 2.08
Year to date 19.26
Normal 18.42

The Topside Forecast
Today: mostly sunny and
breezy, highnear 66, low near 32,
winds northwest 17-39 mph. Sat-
urday: mostly sunny, high around
64, low around 35, winds north-
west 9-32 mph.
Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly cloudy and
breezywith aslight chance of rain
and snow showers, high near 60,
low around 33. Monday: partly
cloudy, breezywithaslightchance
of rain and snow showers, high
near 46, low near 26.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Woman will be tried for murder

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

A 28-year-old Colorado woman whose
blood a cohol wasmorethanthreetimesover
thelegal limitwasboundoverfortria onthree
counts of second-degree murder after apre-
liminary hearing Wednesday.

Jennifer Adamsallegedly wasdrivingfast
and recklessly June 11 when her car struck a
Ford Explorer from behind, knocking it out
of control andkillingthreeGoodland women.

Atanarraignment followingthehearingin
Sherman County District Court, her attorney
entered a plea of not guilty for hisclient on
all six countsagainst her.

About 35 people attended the hearing,
whichlasted alittleover threehours, includ-
ing many wearing buttonsfor thosewho died

or wereinjured in the accident. Adams' par-
ents, who live in Barttlesville, Okla., came
with her.

Adamsfacesthreecountsof second-degree
murder, and one each of aggravated battery,
driving while under theinfluence of alcohol
andtransportingan opencontainer. Thethree
murder counts include alternate charges of
involuntary manslaughter.

The accident on |-70, east of mile marker
33between Brewster and Edson, killed Chris-
tineWilliams, her mother Mary Wyatt and her
grandmother Aline Becker, and injured Wil-
liams' children, Garrett and Caylee.

Williams was a science teacher at Good-
land High School, and Wyatt was an aide at
West Elementary.

District Court Judge Jack Burr ruled

Wednesday that the prosecution had shown
probable cause for three counts of second
degree murder, and bound the case over for
trial.

Testimony revealed that Adams has been
stopped andti cketed twicethat day for speed-
ing on I-70 west WaK eeney, and that her car
wasmovingfast and nearly out of control just
beforethewreck.

The hearing started about 9:20 a.m., after
aclosed-door sessionin Judge Burr's office
with Sherman County Attorney Bonnie
Sel by, her deputy Scott Showalter, and Chris
McHugh, who isrepresenting Adams.

Neither Selby nor McHugh choseto make
an opening statement.

ThefirstwitnesscalledwasPatty Eckhardt
of Goodland, who said shewastravelingwith

friends in the westbound lane of |-70 about
4:30 p.m. that Friday when the accident un-
foldedinfront of them.

Shetestified that they were traveling be-
tween 70-75 mph when a four-door sedan
passed them and almost clipped theleft front
of thevan shewasriding inasit moved back
intotheright lane. Eckhardt then said the car
ran off thepavement totheright, throwingup
dirt, then passed asemi-trail er ahead, running
off the pavement to thel eft.

Eckhardt said she saw dirt fly up again on
theright in front of the truck, indicating the
car had goneoff the pavement again. Almost
immediately after that, she saw Wyatt’ sForc
Explorer rolling off into the north ditch.

See TRIAL, Page 6

markets

Noon
Wheat — $3.05 bushel
Posted county price — $3.16
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.96 bushel
Posted county price — $1.73
Loan deficiency pmt. — 22¢
Milo — $1.59 bushel
Soybeans — $4.63 bushel
Posted county price — $4.60
Loan deficiency pmt. — 8¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.40 cwt.
NuSun — $11.50 cwit.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwi.
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Cross Country
state Saturday

Goodland’s Kerek Mason
and Junior Medina of Ulysses
were neck-and-neck at
Saturday’s Class 4Aregional
cross country meet. Medina
edged Mason to place fourth.
Both advanced to the state
championships Saturday in
Wamego. Story on Page 10.

Workers
begin
training

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Therewerefour carsin the park-
inglot of theAircraft Seal and Gas-
ket Corp. plant hereWednesday, and
thetraining processstartedwiththe
first two employees.

Roy Dixon, director of special
projects for the firm, said the first
two employees were getting their
paperwork done and beginning to
|earn about the assembly process.

He said they will be working a
three-day week for thenext coupleof
weeks, and heexpectsthreeemploy-
eesfromWichitatoarriveby Friday.

Joe Garcia, from the California
plant,istoarrivethisweek todothe
training, and another person from
Californiawill be comingin a
coupleof weeksto helpwhenthere
aremoreemployeestotrain.

“| expect it to take at least two
weeksfor these peopleto get com-
fortable,” Dixon said. “When they
are comfortable, we will add two
more, and when they are comfort-
ablewewill then add more.

“Thisprocesswill probably take
12 weeks, but we should have 15
employeesover thenext threetosix
months.”

Dixonsaidworkerswill belearning
to assembl e pieces for aBoeing 737
rear door seal about 19 feet long and
it takes about seven piecesto make.

“We are working in conjunction
withtheWichitaoffice,” Dixonsaid,
“and therewill be more employees
coming fromthere over the next 12
weeks.”

When asked about the building
insurance, which had lapsed last
month forcing the city to step in,
Dixon said the matter should be
solved soon.

Aircraft Seal got a$50,000train-
ing grant from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Commerce in August to
train up to 44 employees.

Kids learn how to cope with fire

Thatcher Jones and Tanner Schmidttested the door, as D.J. Glassman watched over their shoul-
ders, to see if it was hot as part of a fire safety program held by the Sherman County Rural Fire
Department on Friday at West Elementary. The special Fire Safety House was brought down

from McCook, Neb., as part of Fire Prevention Month. More photos on Page 8.
Photo by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

\Voting
today,
Tuesday

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Peoplewhowill not beintownon
Tuesday, or just want to vote early,
can come to the Sherman County
clerk’ sofficetoday or Monday from
8am.to5p.m.

On election day, Tuesday, all
Sherman County voters will cast
ballots at the Veterans of Foreign
WarsHall, 824 Mainin Goodland.

Workersintheclerk’sofficesaid
they have had a steady stream of
peoplecomingintovoteearly, with
over 294 ball otscast by Wednesday
afternoon.

Shirley Dupsky, election deputy
in the clerk’s office, said the total
counter and mailed advancevotesis
past 533.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel saic
sheisexpecting agood turnout be-
cause of the sheriff’s race and the
presidential contest.

Themajor focusof theelectionis
the close race between Republican
GeorgeW. Bushand Demoacrat Johr
F. Kerry. In Kansas, there will be
other nameson the ballot for Presi-
dent, including LibertarianMichael
Badnarik, Reform candidate Ral ph
Nader and independent Michael A.
Peroutka.

Thereisastatewideracefor U.S.
Senate between incumbent Repub-
lican Sam Brownback and Demo-
crat Lee Jones. In the 1st Congres-
sional District, Republican Jerry
Moran'sonly challengerisLibertar-
ian Jack Warner.

The40th District features astate
Senate race between Republican
Ralph Ostmeyer and Democrat Tim
Peterson.

In Sherman County, Commis-
sioners Mitch Tiede, a Democrat,
and KevinRasure, aRepublicanare
unopposed for re-election.

Doctor retiring after 45 years, 37 working in Goodland

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News
Thewalls are bare, the furniture
has been hauled off, the medical
equipment given away.
All that remainsin Dr.
Rabert McCullough’s of -

ficesarethedaily necessi- &

tiesand somepilesof odds
and ends to show that a ¥

“ouchies’ of hisgrandchildren.

“If 1 find nothing,” he said, “I
think I’ veworked long enough.”

He said heis moving to arural
area five miles from
Lawrence, where he will
be near four of his chil-
dren and most of his
grandchildren. Though
he had planned to retire

family haslived and prac- i‘:"' this fall anyway, Mc-
ticedmedicineinthehouse - Cullough said, the death
for 15years. o r of hiswifeMary, whowas

McCullough, 79, isretir- McCullough oneof hisnurses, brought

ing, at least as much as a
doctor who has made
medicinehislifecan, and hishome
and officeat 1122 Center arebeing
cleared out so he can moveto east-
ern Kansasto be near family.

McCullough, a doctor for 45
years, 37 of themin Goodland, said
even though heis “theoretically”
retiring, hewill keep hislicensefor
awhile.

He said he might practice medi-
cineinsomecapacity andwill, atthe
very least, attend to the minor

thedecisiontoahead.

“She was a registered
nurse for over 60 years,” he said.
“We thought we' d have sometime
for ourselves. That's not the way it
turned out.”

Even though Mary had chronic
problemswith circulation, he said,
she continued working asan office
nurse. She had to take quite abit of
timeoff, hesaid, but shedidn’twant
togiveit up.

That rubbed off on the children,
hesaid; four of themarenurses, and

all of them arein some phase of the
medical field, including pharmacy,
psychiatry andcrisisprevention. He
said they had nine children, and
eight aretill alive.

Thedoctor said hewasbornwith
medi cinein hisblood— hismother
wasanurse, and hisgrandmother a
midwife. Hissister becameanurse,
and healwaysknew hewantedtobe
adoctor.

“1’ve planned thissincel was 12
yearsold,” hesaid. “1 went into the
Navy when | was 18 like everyone
elseat thattime.”

He served as a combat medicin
WorldWar |1 from 1943t01946.He
said he served in an amphibious
corpsin the South Pacific, and asa
combat medic, wentwiththetroops.
Afterthewar, hewenttotheUniver-
sity of Kansasand then taught gen-
era scienceandmathinOakley and
then biology for two yearsin Den-
Ver.

Hewas called up for the Korean
War, but the war ended before he
was sent to the front. After that, he

wenttograduateschool forayear at
the University of Denver, then
medical school at the University of
Colorado.

McCullough said heneededtime
topay for medical school —ittakes
10-20years, besideshavingeightto
10kidsat home.

Thedoctor said his children also
hadtowork tohel p pay for their edu-
cation. Therearen’talot of scholar-
shipsavailableforthemedical field,
he said, and what is available has

strings attached.

Butthat isall behindhim, and now
helooksforwardtoaquiet lifewith-
out atelephoneto answer. His new
number will beunlisted, hesaid.

“1 used to talk about the tyranny
of thetelephone,” McCulloughsaid,
not because he was on call at all
hours for patients, but rather be-
cause salesmen called at the most
inconvenienttimes. If patientsneed

See DOCTOR, Page 6

Daylight
Saving Time
ends Sunday.

Fall back one houk . 124
to Mountain Standard.
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