4 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, November 12, 2004

from our viewpoint...

Election Is over;
rherotic continues

Now that theelectionisbehind us, every talking head and
pounding penwill betelling uswhat it means.

No, they already are.

Liberal commentators, which ismost of them on televi-
sion and at big newspapers, news magazinesand in public
broadcasting, know thenation continuesontheroadtoruin.

ThevileRepublicanswill lead ustofinancial andforeign
disaster, just asthey havethelast four years.

But, hey, their sidelost.

Conservatives, at newspapers, ontalk radioand afew to-
kensontelevision, will say thevotewasavictory for mora
valuesand tax cutting.

They won, but only by 3 percent. Thisisno mandate.

It'sgoing totakemorethan fivevotesinthe Senateto get
much done. Democrats will still try to block President
George Bush’sjudicia appointments, and their votes and
cooperation will be needed to get anything passed.

GOPleaderscan’t runtheHousewiththeironfist speak-
ersof yoreused. Sam Rayburn hasbeendeadfor years. Our
own Rep. Jerry Moran has defied theleadership morethan
once, and good for him.

But Republicantax policiesareaimed at thetwo-income
working family that makes up the bulk of the American
middleclass. Thesearethepeoplewho Democratswriteoff
as“rich” and want to tax.

And, yes, the Republicans favor business, too. As the
economy continuesto grow, that should pay off inmorejobs
and robust growth.

Phony chargesapparently did not stick toMr. Bush—the
youth votedid not turn out agai nst amake-believethreat of
aRepublicandraft— but the president still hasto deal with
Irag and thewar onterror.

It'sfar from clear that he can resolve Irag by theend of his
term. Theterroristthreatislikely to outlast thenext president,
though, and all he can do thereismake agood start.

Mr. Bushhashad hisforeign policy successesaswell, and
he needsto capitalize onthose, ashedid with Libya.

On the domestic front, it wasn't his policies that put the
country inarecession. That started under Bill Clinton, run-
nings its course, and turning around, under Mr. Bush. He
will needtodeal withthegrowingdeficit. That meansthere
can be no expensive new initiatives until the economy isa
lot better and the war winds down.

Bothsides, thefighting Republicans, and thesocial-spend-
ing-but-deficit-hating Democrats, will haveto accept that.

Thecountry will goon, and Congresswill remainbogged
down, evading decisionson most issuesuntil they become
acrisis. Thebureaucracy will continueto pushfor moreand
moreregulations, fromtheHealth I nsurancePortability and
Accountability Act to thedishonestly named Patriot Act to
No Child Left Behind.

Withluck, though, gridlock will slow the growth of gov-
ernment that neither party seems capable of dealing with.

Andlifewill goon.

That’swhat the el ection means. — Steve Haynes
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They shall not grow old,

as we that are Jeft

grow old:

Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun

and in the morning

We will remember them.

/W) OttavaCitizen
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Our soclety doesn't seem as kind as it was

| don’t know about you, but | think our soci-
ety isn’'t what it used to be.

Somehow it isn't as gentle and mannerly.
Social normsareboundtochange, butit seems
sad to me that we are less kind and lessinno-
cent.

For example: InthemovieJumanji, thereare
some definite contrasts between 1969 and
1995.

In 1969, children were playing happily and
well-dressed in their suburban front yards. In
1995, people were warming themselves
around open-barrel fires, ragged, homeless,
fearful. Having lived through both of those
times, | know theexamplesarenot all that far-
fetched.

Of course some changesaregood. I'mglad
we are making strides against segregation. |
like that we' re more conscious of how ethnic
jokes can offend people.

Or evenblond jokes. But, moreand more, it
seems we are losing our senses of humor —
especially when it comes to laughing at our-
selves. Political correctness, it seemstome, is
forcedconsideration. Isn'titdepressingtohave
to have consideration forced on us?

TherehavebeentimesbeforewhenAmerica
underwent changes.

lorna

-! ® commentary

In Stephen Birmingham'’sbook, “ The Rest
of Us, TheRiseof America sEastern European
Jews,” he writes: Around 1940, “America
seemed to have reentered an era of Victorian
nicety, when mild expressions were substi-
tuted for disagreeabl etruths; an eraof euphe-
mism, when to die became pass away; when
toilet became rest room or convenience or
powder room; when poverty stricken became
underprivileged or disadvantaged; when
crippled became handicapped, agarbage col-
lector became asanitation engineer, and ade-
feat became astrategic withdrawal of troops.

Of courseevenanti-Semiteisaeuphemism
for anti-Jew, since, atrue anti-Semite would
be one opposed to all Semitic people, includ-
ing Arabs. And eventheterm“ Jewish” could
be construed as evasive or defensive, since
there are no equivalent terms, such as
“Christianish” or “Moslemish.”

Hitlerwashimself fond of euphemisms, and

instead of murder spoke of afinal solution.

“....euphemism is a characteristic form of
expressionintotalitarian countries, whereas-
sassination become liquidation, where an in-
vasionisaliberation,andwhereamilitary take-
over isan appropriate action.”

So | suppose Birmingham is proving the
other sideto terminology.

Weneedto becareful with euphemismsand
even political correctness. Wemight be using
them to mask snideness. We can’t soft-pedal
hate by callingit nicer names. But wecan't be
good by refusing to acknowledge the bad
withinus.

In 50’s, | was smug thinking the uprisings
happening in South and Central America
couldn’t happen in the United States. Not too
many yearslater, wehadriotson U.S. college
campuses with people dying to protest awar
inViet Nam. Warsbring out the best and the
worst in people, and they leave no participat-
ing nation un-scarred.

Maybe I’'m just older, but | still think our
society isn’'t what it used to be.

Maybeit’sworse; maybeit’ sbetter.

| supposeit’sal in the way welook at it.
Maybewejust needtoliveeachday tothebest
of our abilities, andtrust God toruntheworld.

Clothes seem to multiply unless watched

Clothesmultiply if youdon't keepacloseeye
onthem.

On Sunday, | decided to clean out my closets.
It wasn't going to be anything so desperate as
pulling stuff out and actually sweeping thefloor
or anything likethat.

No, | justwanted to put somewinter clothesin
my main closet and move some of the summer
stuff tothe auxiliary closet.

Having an auxiliary closet sounds better than
saying I’ m storing stuff inthekid’sroom. Since
youngest daughter moved out eight years ago,
I’ ve been slowing sneaking stuff into her closet.

Noneof theclosetsinthishouseishbig. If | stood
inour closet or inthose of theroomsour sonand
daughter occupied, | could touch all four walls
without fully extending my arms. Steve and |
haveto shareour closet, and luckily, it’sthe big-
gest.

Since his wardrobe consists of two suits and
half a dozen sport coats, plus slacks and short-
sleeved shirts for the summer and slacks and
long-deeved shirtsfor thewinter, hedoesn’'t need
quiteasmuch spaceas| do.

Whilemy wardrobeisnot asextensiveassome
I’ veseen, | doneedthenecessities—long skirts,
medium-length skirts, short skirts, long-sleeved
tops, short-sleeved tops, sleevel ess tops, short
dressy dresses, long dressy dresses, short casual
dresses, long casual dresses, suits, slacks, jack-
ets and accessories. And those are my winter
clothes.

| alsoneedall of theaboveplusswimsuitsand
shorts for summer. | don’t do fall and spring. |
wear whatever seemsbest from the summer and
winter wardrobes, and usually end up being too
hot or too cold halfway through the day.

Since it was the last day of October, Sunday
seemed like a good time to move summer into
daughter’s closet and winter back into mine. |
couldn’t quite figure out from where all those
short-sleeved shirts came. | don’t remember
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someof them, and I’ m surel didn’t wear half of
those this summer. They really must have been
hiding back there, multiplyinglikemoldonal oaf
of bread.

Then| realized that thefloor of thecloset was
covered with clothes. I’'m not sure how long
things have been moving off their hangers and
takingupresidencedownthere. | guess| haven't
been looking down often enough.

Some of the stuff had fallen off their hangers.

Thosel either rehung or threw down thelaundry
chute to be rewashed. (Anything on the floor is
destined to pick up alot of cat hair).

But, what about thepileof neatly folded dlacks,
which I’d never seen beforein my life? Is some
dacksfairy sneaking into my house? Did | buy
fivepairsof dacksat sometimeand put them on
thefloor? Did the mothsbring back the sweaters
they atelast year and resew theminto slacks?Or
am| just losing my mind?

With these thoughtsin mind, | decided that |
had doneenough clothesmovingfor oneday anc
went off to take a nap with the blanket | found
hiding behind the slacks.

EDITOR’S NOTE: | know where she got
thoseslacks, andif she'snicetome, | maytell her.
It was only a coupleof yearsago.
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garfield

I THODGHT 1T WAS
GOING TO SEIZE
THE PAY...

www.garfield.com

BUT THE DAY
SEIZED
ME INSTEAD

LIFE'S A SALAP BAR,
AND HE JUST KEEPS
SMACKING HIS FOREHEAD
ON THE SNEEZE GUARP
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