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from our viewpoint...

Are the boys, girls
listening In Topeka?

What did Kansasvoterstell theboys, and girls, in Topeka?

For the most part, we think, they seem pretty happy with the
way thingsaregoinginthisstate.

Except for our neighborstotheeast, wheretheRepublicanslost
aSenateseat whenacuteredistricting ploy backfired, incumbents
faired well.

Sothemessage, first of all, seemsto be, “ stay the course.”

Most major changes came in the primaries, when a couple of
liberal Republicans were beaten by conservative challengers.
Conservativegroupsput thousandsof dollarsintosomeraces, and
they had some successes.

If therewas any message, it was not apro-growth, raise-taxes
message.

There was no demand for atax increase, for schools or other
state programs. It was anti-tax conservative Republicans who
madethe gains. Democratsand liberalsinthe GOPlost ground.

TheRepublicanleadershipdid not farewell inawell-financed
driveto unseat young Josh Svaty, aDemocrat who took aHouse
seat south of Salinatwo years ago. Their guy lost badly after a
someti mes contentious race marked by dirty tricks.

Asthestate’seconomy gainssteam, therewill beablizzard of
reguestsfor moremoney from nearly every state program. From
social servicesto schools, highwaysand law enforcement, there
istremendous pent-up demand for more money.

Whilestateincomeisontheriseagain, and exceeding official
estimates, thereisn’t nearly enough to go around.

Schools will continue to get priority for money, but colleges
and other agenciesare positioning themsel veswith hands out.

Everyone has legitimate needs. Every agency has alobby to
support it. Every program thinksit should get the spare change.

It will bealong spring aslegidlatorstry to sort through there-
guestsand demands. No oneknowswhat the courtswill dowith
alawsuit over school finance. A district judge estimated that the
state should put another $1 billion into the school budget, but of
course, had no suggestionsasto whereto get the money.

It ought to be clear that the taxpayerswhose pocketswould be
tapped areinno mood to pay. If anyone— school supporters, the
judge, school boardsor superintendents—thinksotherwise, it'd
beinteresting to put theissueto astatewidevote.

That’snot how Kansasworks, though. Thevotershaveal ready
spoken, and our guessistheir voicewill beheard. There' Il beno
massive tax increase next year, and state programswill have to
fight over the scrapsthat fall to the budget roomfloor.

We will survive, and so will most state programs. — Steve
Haynes

where to write

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail
address — jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-
W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7676; e-mail address —
jmorriso@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-N,
Topeka, KS66612. (785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association

Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com

!:-'.'E Ry
4 120 04;,"
K%I-:_F_:_Lc_u-_’u_‘::-':

B

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Greg E. Stover, Sports Editor/Reporter
Kathryn Burke, Reporter

Doug Jackson, Advertising Coordinator

Robin Flax, Adv. Sales
Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Betty Morris
Aaron Hickert Travis Jones Kris McCool Lana Westfahl

2004

ASSOCIATI
MEMBLER

COLORADO

PRESS

SSOCIATION

L&
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(ntbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year’'sDay and ChristmasDay, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $24; six months, $42; 12 months, $76. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $34; six months, $49; 12 months, $84. Mailed
individually each day: 12 months, $119. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

The Sherman THE S‘,’”M“‘N. county
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

opirion

HE'D ATTACK STATES

15 KANSAS
IN DANGER OF

=\ _TERRORISM 5/
& % &

&
&

|
I
|
|

& &

M.

& & &
&

& &
ﬁﬁ'o‘.
=
G &g

|
u;

THAT VOTED FOR BUSH! ¥

AR @l‘b—“, 'ﬁ
4 THE NIANHATTAN MERCURY
BIN LADEN SAID \

ABOUT AS MUCH W
AS ANY STATE WITH "

e ‘L2 MILLION PeOPLE
P AND 5 MILLION GUNS
CAN BE.

7

)

r
x4

T

L

| don’t know about you, but | just returned
fromavacationin Germany.

A sonand hisfamily livethere. Sinceitwas
late in thefall, | was concerned it would be
pretty cold, butitwasn't. Cloudy andrainy, yes,
but not unbearably cold.

Wehad agreat timetogether. Spent onenight
inacastle, enjoyed afive-course dinner and a
unique breakfast. It's always an adventure
whenyoueat foodinaforeigncountry,isn’tit?

Thank goodness my son has picked up
enough German to communicate. He may not
always say it right, but he can make himself
understood. We probably should admit it is
often due to the graciousness of the German
people.

Whenever | travel out of the United States,
itisso much funto see how different cultures
live. And | always wonder why Americans
seem to think that we have to change them so
they will bemorelikeus. Wejust can’'t seemto
grasp the concept they enjoy who they are—
just asthey are. They are proud of their heri-
tages— asweareof ours.

We arethe oneswho are consuming most of
the earth’sresources. We are the ones depen-
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dentonoil. Wearetheoneswho buy pre-pack-
aged foods instead of more wholesome pre-
pare-at-homemeals. Ontrashday in Germany,
you can tell wherethe Americanslive— just
by the number of trashcanson the curb!

Onprevioustripsto FrankfurtAirport, | was
intimidated by guards carrying semi-auto-
matic weapons, and | secretly thanked God
such thingswere unnecessary in our country.
This trip was different. | saw more armed
guardsin our airportsthan | did at Frankfurt.
That mademe sad.

It wasinteresting to be there over the time
of our presidential elections. The American
dollar only buys3/4thsof what the Euro buys.
Therate of exchangeisterrible. Somepeople
blameit on GeorgeW. Bush’sunpopularity in
Europe. Hisre-election probably won’t help.
Most of the grumbling, of course, centerson
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| had a nice visit with my son in Germany

thewarinlrag.

Germany will not send troopsto Irag. But
they arehel pingusinoneway. They havetheir
troops guarding our basesin Germany, so our
personnel can be released for servicein Irag.
Itwasquiteashock to pull uptoour American
bases to find guards checking our ID’s and
speaking German. All sorts of mental images
flood infor anyonewho can remember World
Wer Il.

I’m aways struck by how much people of
different countriesarealike, and | alwayswon-
der how we can mistrust each other so much.
GodisGodof all.

Weshouldcelebrateour differences, instead
of trying to make the whole world like
America. Traveling in Europe, Asiaor Africa
wouldn’t be much funif wefound it wasjust
likeWichita, Cincinnati or Alanta.

And God isgood isso many ways.

The day after | flew out of Germany, it be-
gantosnow. Thefirstday it snowed eightinches
and was supposed to snow for two more days.
Thank you God, at thisThanksgivingtime, for
all theblessingsyou’ vegiven me—including
holding winter off until my trip wasended.

Beyond organic: Making wise food choices

Imagineyou' restandingintheproducesec-
tionof your local grocery faced with avariety
of apples. You want to make the best choice,
for thegood of your family, farmworkersand
theenvironment.

Doyou buy the organic Galas shipped from
acrossthecountry or theGranny Smithsgrown
conventionally but nearby?

Thedecisionisnot easy.

First, consider organic. Organic farming,
becauseit shuns synthetic fertilizersand pes-
ticides, isfriendlier to the environment than
conventional practices. And evidenceisin-
creasing that organic food isbetter for you.

Organic produce on average contai nsabout
twicetheessential mineralsof conventionally
grownfood, accordingto astudy publishedin
the Journal of Applied Nutrition. And a Uni-
versity of Washington study found that chil-
dren eating conventional food had six to nine
times the pesticide exposure of children who
atean organic diet.

It isno wonder we have made organic food
thefastest growing sector of agriculture. Sales
of organicfood arerising by 20 percent ayear.

But organicisnot without problems. Asor-
ganic sales have grown, organic farming has
moved away fromitssmall family-farmroots
and is becoming industrialized. The organic
carrotsl buy at Wal-Mart wereprobably grown
onalargescale, inasystemwhichdependson
fossil-fuel mechanization, underpaidfarmla-
bor andimported organicfertilizers. How sus-
tainable over thelong runisthe diesel tractor
plowing up the soil? How fair are the labor
practices? And the chicken litter fertilizer
might be organic, but how far wasit shipped
beforeit was spread onthefield?

Thisdistancequestionhighlightsaproblem
of our entire food system, including organic:
our loveaffair with airlifted, railroaded, trac-
tor-trailored grapesin December or tomatoes
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in February. Often this produce comes from
Mexico or Chileor someother faraway place,
and its cheap price beliesthe waste of energy
used to transport it to our tables.

“Eaters might begin to question the sanity
of eating food more traveled than they are,”
quips Joan Dye Gussow, author of “This Or-
ganic Life.” Noting that acalorieisaunit of
energy, shesays. “It costs435fossil fuel calo-
riestofly ab-caloriestrawberry from Califor-
niato New York.”

The burning of fossil fuel to move food
means more globe-warming greenhouse
gases. My organic carrots from Wal-Mart
might domy body good, butineatingthem, I’'m
harming thelarger body of our earth, and that
ultimately circlesback to everyone’shealth.

Now consider locally grownfood. It solves
the problem of shipping food long distances.
The Granny Smith from your nearby orchard
only hastotravel afew miles, in contrast with
the 1,000 to 2,000 milesthat most of our food
travelsfromfieldtoplate. And becauseof this
short commute, local food — organic or con-
ventional —isnaturally fresher and tastier.

Another advantageof buyinglocally isfood
security. Today' scentralized system processes
food in huge factories and moves productsin
largequantities, creating attractivetargetsfor
terroristslookingtocontaminateasmuchfood
as possible. A decentralized system of small
local farms and processors would be much
harder to disrupt.

Finally, buying local food means keeping
our dollars circulating in our own communi-

ties.

Sonexttimeyouareinthesupermarket pon-
dering the organic Gala or the local Granny
Smith, consider how you might help create e
food systemthat isboth organicandlocal . Seek
out afarmersmarket or vegetabl e subscription
servicethat providesaweekly bag of produce.
Meet your local farmersthisway. Encourage
themtouseorgani c methodsand local sources
of compost and other soil amendments. And
seek out thesmall growers, who don’t havetc
exploit labor to gather their harvests.

If you enjoy quality food and a healthy
planet, consider what you eat, where it was
grownand how. L et’ schooseboth organicanc
local if possible, so we can begin moving our
food economy in waysthat benefit our health
andtheearth’s.

JimMinickteachesat Radford Universityin
Virginia and also farms. A poet and essayist,
hislatest work, “ Finding a Clear Path,” will
be published in 2005. Minick is a member of
the Land Institute's Prairie Writers Circle,
Salina.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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