Jo Simmons, manager of the Goodland Churches Thrift Store, folded sheets that had been used to
cover merchandise during construction while the Rev. Gene Tromble patched walls along a new

doorway.
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Thrift store expands

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland Churches Thrift
Store has expanded and will soon
add afurniture store that will offer
luggage, fitness equipment and
other largeitems.

Volunteersare helping to get the
store ready for the transition. The
storeclosed early last Thursday all
day Friday so acrew knock ahole
in the wall between the two store-
frontstoallow onecashiertohandle
businessfrom both.

Thursday, the Rev. Gene
Tromble, retired Methodist minis-
ter; Jo Simmons, thestoremanager;
L aVaughn Becker, avolunteer; and
Bobby Schnug, a Goodland High
School marketing student whovol-
unteers at the store, made a new
doorway between the thrift store
andwhat usedto beFitzgibbon's, a
lawnmower deal er andrepair shop.

Simmons said the front counter
will beset uptoallow hertogoback
andforth betweenthetwo areasbut
not to allow customersto.

They will have to go into the
stores through separate entrances,
Simmonssaid.

Before knocking the holein the
wall, Simmons, Becker and other
volunteers, including Lorna
Thorpe, HildadelosRiosand Dor-
othy Akers, covered merchandise
with sheets. After the demolition,
they cleaned up and hauled out the
debris.

Becker, Thorpeand Jean Windell
helped with painting, Simmons
said, and Trombleand other volun-
teersfinished up details. Onething

that needed work wasamusty smell
inthe basement of the new section.
Deb Boyle got air purifier and de-
humidifying chemical packs,
Simmonssaid.

Simmons said she had hoped to
open the addition the first week of
November but has had to wait be-
causetherewastoo much goingon
togetitready intime.

Now, she said, the furniture an-
nex will havetowait until after the
KidsChristmas Shoppein Decem-
ber isover to open.

Among the things keeping the
staff and volunteers busy has been
scraping thingstogether that canbe
usedinthenew section of thestore.

Taking advantage of a salvage
sale at the old Appletrail Motel,
LaVaughn and Gene Becker, Jim
Wedermeyer, Tromble, Brent
Wood, Annetteand Jerry Fairbanks,
Jeff and Jill Deeds and Simmons
hauled wood for future shelving,
furnitureand carpet totheshop Sat-
urday, Oct. 30.

Robert Woodrow, carpentry in-
structor at the Northwest Kansas
Technical College, and someof his
students helped move the reserva-
tion desk from the Appletrail Mo-
tel tothethrift store, Simmonssaid.
Itwouldn’tfitwhereit wasneeded,
she said, so they also sawed it into
two pieces, so it could be used in
two areas of the store.

Beforethenew sectionisready to
open, Simmons said, the carpet al-
ready in the furniture annex needs
tobecleaned, andthentheused car-
pet from the motel needsto belaid
and cleaned before stocking the

room. Students from the college
will haul thecarpetintothenew sec-
tion, shesaid.

Besidesexpandingintotheother
room, thethrift store has been add-
ing shelvesto the back to get mer-
chandise more organized.

Cash donations for the shelving
and expansion have comefromthe
Kiwanis Club, Knights of Colum-
bus, Methodist Men, Methodist
Round-Up, Goodland Rotary Club,
Wal-Mart and the Ministerial Alli-
ance.

Other donationshaveincluded g
glass display case from the Our
Lady of Perpetual HelpAltar Soci-
ety, carpeting from Randall Fixsen,
ashelvingunitfromB& B Electric,
12 gallons of paint from Shores
Brothers and wood for a shelving
unit from Garald and Faye Paxton.

Simmons said she, de los Rios
and Schnug moved thingsfromthe
sorting room to an areain the back
of the new section, which will now
be used for that purpose.

A groupfromtheCalvary Gospel
Church stocked the Christmas
room, Simmons said, organized
thingsontheshelvesintheback anc
moved things from the storage
room.

Shelving unitshavebeenbuiltfor
housewares, Simmons said, the
2005 window designs and the
Christmas Room.

A fluorescent light wasinstalled
in the Christmas Room, she said,
and a swinging door has been in-
stalled on the ramp door allowing
easi er accesstotheroom abovethe
thrift store.

Store getsvolunteer from high school marketing class

But with 21 students, he said, it
is hard in difficult times to find
enough paying jobs.

Schnug and another student are
volunteering to get work experi-
ence, Schwasinger said; the others
have paidjobs.

Schwasinger said he can teach
thestudentsmarketing, but they get
abetter ideaonthejob.

Businesses have been good for
theclass, hesaid.

Helpfor the Goodland Churches
Thrift Store comes from many
sources, and there are times when
itisawin-windeal.

Bobby Schnug, aGoodlandHigh
School student, volunteers at the
storeto get work experiencefor his
marketing class.

Teacher Richard Schwasinger
sai d senior marketing and business
studentscan goonthejoband earn
three credits.

Chamber working on

board members to look over the
numbers.

Next year’sbudget al soincludes
estimated expenses for the Fourth
of July Freedom Festnextyear. This
year, theChamber’sfood saleswere
rained out and earnings came in
well under budget topay for thefire-
worksdisplay.

For last summer’s celebration,
the county donated $350 and the
city donated $250. Chamber mem-
bersfedl it'sunfair that they areex-
pected to raise much of the money
for thefireworks, and so they have
gonetothecounty andthecity toask
for larger contributions.

Tuesday, Chamber members at-
tended the Sherman County com-
missioners' meeting to ask for a
$2,500 donation. Commissioners
took the request under advisement
and have put the issue on their
agendafor Tuesday.

Despite a failed attempt to get
moresupport fromthecity for fire-
works earlier this year, the Cham-
ber plans to go back after hearing
that thecity expectsajumpinsales

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A balanced budget is one of the
goalsthe Goodland Area Chamber
of Commerce board isworking on
with the end of theyear nearing.

At ameeting Tuesday, the board
looked at next year’s budget from
January through December, with
projected expenses based loosely
onthisyear’s.

Total expensesthisyear added up
to $35,000, and Chamber manager
Courtney Warden thinks next year
will be the same. She figured the
budget numbersby basing them on
the Chamber’s current level of
membership dues.

“Itlookslikeit's a conservative
approach,” said Kenneth Clouse, a
board member and president of the
Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege.

Warden said wages varied this
year, shewaspaid lessbecause she
worked less than onefull year and
Justin Bentzinger was paid more
becauseheworked more. Approval
of the budget was tabled to allow

D] o] 53 :
£S5k o 5 Nights Only
= W = -
The Grudge |353.5| Fri. & sat. 7:00 & 9:00
PG-13: Mature and Thematic content; | & g g5 - Su nday' Tues. 7:00
disturbing images/terror/violence; some | 2 o g iy . .
sensuality 583 Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!
www.goodlandnet.com/movies £Z

C __Sherman _J

1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

Sponsored by: Aten’s Department Store,
FREE MATINEE BANKWEST, Bowman'’s Heating and Air
Sat. & Sun. 1:30

Conditioning, Goodland Area Chamber of
Garftield (PG)

Commerce, Topside Office Products and
The Sherman Theatre

Let us exhaust you
Special
Unicam Mufflers IN STOCK NOW
$24 . 95 each plus installation

Ask Willie or Larry for details
NEBRASKALAND
KANSASLAND
1402 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-3689 www.the tirestore.com

It has been hard to find jobs, he
said, becausesomebusinessescan’t
hirestudentsbecauseof thelimited
hoursthey areavailable.

Some can get out of school dur-
ing the day to work, Schwasinger
said, if they have enough creditsto
graduate, but otherwise, they are
only available evenings and week-
ends.

Not all businesses are open
enoughwhenthestudentsareavail-

able to make it worth hiring them,
hesaid.

Another barrier has been age;
Wal-Mart will only to hire those
who are 18 or ol der.

They hired students in the pro-
graminthepast, Schwasinger said,
but none of the seniors in market-
ingthisyearis18.

That hasalso been aproblem for
service stations, he said, who need
someone 18 or older to sell ciga-

balancing budget

tax collections.

In other business, the board:

 Looked at Agriculture
Committee's plans for the Farm-
City Banquet sometimeinMarchor
early April. Thecommitteewantsto
make sure they honor the event’s
traditions while putting on a good
show thisyear.

* Received athank-you notefrom
Steve West of Western State Bank.
In the letter, West outlined the
Chamber’s work and thanked the
groupfor beingapositiveinfluence
in Goodland.

A donation for $150 was en-
closed.

» Agreed to move the Business
After Hoursfrom the Chamber of -
fice to Wheat Ridge Acres on
Wednesday, Dec. 15.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. We believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual . Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Kiddie

Holiday Fun
Packs

» Goodland
Collectable
coloring book

* Gift from
treasure box

* Picture with
Santa

* Personal Letter
from Santa

$10 for first Fun ’

Pack and $5 for

each additional

I’m coming to town

Saturday, Nov. 20th
for the Main Street
Christmas Parade
6 p.m. starting at 10th Street
I will be at the Economic
Development office,
1208 Main, after the parade

Limited
edition
Goodland
Collectable
Christmas
Ornaments
also available
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rettes.

He said students have been able
to work in restaurants, hotels and
specialty shops.

Thethrift storeisagood placeto
learn, Schwasinger said, but they
aren’t ableto pay.

Schnugisgettingcommunity ser-
vice and work experience, and he
cantakewhat helearnsinclassand
apply itonthejob.

The employers serve asinstruc-

torsfor thekids, hesaid, and thestu-
dentslearntowork with customers,
managers and coworkers.

Not all schoolshaveavocational
teacher whoiscertifiedto send stu-
dents to jobs, Schwasinger said,
adding that hehashad successwith
the program.

Goodland is an exemplary pro-
gram, hesaid, oneof only twointhe
stateto receivethat designation.

dation, Inc.

very much appreciated.

Please join us in planting

for the future.
For more information,

890-7105 or (785) 890-6444.
Sincerely yours,

5

Kin Huang

1102 Main, P.O. Box 888

Sherman County Community Foundation, Inc.

Dear friends and prospective donors,

It is with much pleasure and great honor for me to
introduce to you the Sherman County Community
Foundation, Inc. It is a non-
nized under the laws of the State of Kansas with <
perpetual existence. It is also qualified as a Section
501(c)(3) charitable foundation entitling donors to tax
deductions for Federal and Estate Tax purposes.

The Sherman County Community Foundation
started as a dream to improve the quality of life in
Sherman County and the surrounding area. That
dream became a reality in October of 2002 with the
formation of the Sherman County Community Foun-

A dream that we dream alone is just a dream;
A dream that we dream together is a reality.

The mission of the foundation is to encourage, receive
and administer contributions and gifts for the benefit of the
Sherman County area. Contributions and memorials may
be made in the form of cash, securities, real estate, life
insurance and personal properties.

Therefore, the Sherman County Community t
Foundation, Inc. is an appropriate charity to be
identified as a tax deductible gift during your lifetime
or in your will and estate planning. By your designa-
tion, you will be able to continue to support your
community and be remembered by future generations.

It is advisable to consult your lawyer or tax profes- L
sional when considering making a gift and/or be-
quest. Any amount you wish to contribute to a philan-
thropy through SCCF before the end of this year is

seeds of HOPE, PROSPERITY,
HAPPINESS and LONGEVITY

please call Linda Knott: (785)

President of SCCF Board

Goodland, Kansas 67735

profit corporation orga-

iy
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Internet tonight! 899-2338




