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from our viewpoint...

County steps up
to help chamber

Thewarm Fourth of July night would not be the same without
gathering around the Sherman County fairgroundsevery year to
watchinwonder and amazement at theaerial display tocelebrate
the nation’sbirthday.

This July, the fireworks went off a day late because of the ar-
rival of somemuch-neededrain, but it wasaspectacular show all
thesame.

However, the rains and lightning dampened the Goodland
Chamber of Comerce'sfund-raising activities, makingit all but
impossiblefor the Chamber to shoulder all of thecost of the Free-
dom Fest.

With an outstanding bill of $3,500 from thisyear’s show, the
Chamber board hasbeen goingtothecity and county totry to put
theannual event onamoresolid budget. Theplanisto spreadthe
cost out a hit, and have the money for next year in the bank in
March when acontract for fireworksisset.

Planning ahead is a good idea, and we believe the Sherman
County commissionersdid theright thing when they stepped up
with $2,500, their one-third of the cost.

Inthepast, money for thefireworkscamefrom sendingbillsto
the Chamber members, and seeking donationswherepossible. A
few years ago, the Sherman County Convention and Visitors
Bureaumadean annual contriutionto both the Freedom Fest and
Flatlander Fall Festival, but since the two offices split, the visi-
torsbureau has cut its support to Chamber programs.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure said he thought the visitors bu-
reau should be hel ping with these programs, which aredesigned
to bring peopletothecity.

Ken Clouse, president of Northwest KansasTechnical College
and amember of the Chamber board, said there were three op-
tionsfor thefireworks show, but no onewanted to eliminateit.

The city was not as forthcoming when the Chamber made a
presentation. City Manager Ron Pickman saidthebudget for next
year had $500for thefireworks, and he noted that money istight.
When the Chamber was making its presentation, it appeared the
city budget was going to be very slim and the commission had
votedtoraisethe property taxesby 5 millsand to raisewater and
sewer ratesto bal ancethe bottom line.

Since then, the county’s assessed val uation has increased by
over $7 million, which meant the property tax for city residents
goupjust half amill. Atthesametime, therewasadramaticjump
insalestax collectionsfor the past two months, which meansan
increasein revenue of about $126,000 for thecity.

The Chamber plansto go bakc and ask the city to increaseits
budget abit, but that will leavethefireworksprogram about half-
way toitsgoal. Clouse said the Chamber would be asking others
to contribute to the program and to make it an annual commit-
ment to put the Freedom Fest on a solid foundation, build up a
reserve and keep the event sound.

Thereismuchto besaid about getting awidebaseof donations,
and wefeel the 110 members of the Chamber should not shoul-
der all theburden. However, asthe Chamber plansfor theupcom-
ing year ,wefeel it would be good |eadership to add about $20to
each dues statement to cover the Freedom Fest.

Sharing the cost and expanding the ownership of theevent can
help keep it the largest Fourth of July celebration between Hays
and Denver. — Tom Betz
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THIS ALMANAC SAYS
WE CAN TELL HOW HIGH

HEATING COSTS WILL BE
BY LOOKING AT
A CATERPILLARS STRIPE. .4

¥ THEN we've GOT

A RE4L PROBLEM...
THIS ONe's
COVERED WITH
DOLLAR SIGNS!
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W save in some small, strange ways

Asl wastryingtosqueezethelast drop of tooth-
paste out of thetubethe other day, it occurredto
me how saving wecan be.

Inthisland of Styrofoam cupsand paper tow-
els, where every pill we take comesin an indi-
vidual plasticholder, andevenscrewsat thehard-
warecomeinunopenabl ecardboard-and-plastic
packages, wearereally cheap. Wesaveinsmall,
strangeways.

Who canthrow away ashampoo or conditioner
bottlewithout adding water and shakingitto get
thelast little bit out of the bottom?

When wasthelast time you saw someone use
half of apacket of sugar or artificial sweetener
and throw the other half away?

How about thoselittlethingsof liquid creamer?

Doyouthrow thebar of soap away whenit gets
so thin it breaks in two, or do you put the two
halvesoneontop of theother and keep scrubbing
for another week?

Who throws away the crusts on bread, even
whenthey don’tlikethecrustsand leavethemto
theend?

Do you change the bag on your vacuum on a

cynthia
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schedule, or when it gets so stuffed that the ma-
chinewon’t suck up one more speck of dust?

Do you try to empty that disposable bag and
reuseit?

Were you the one who jumped up and down
onthetrash to get alittle morein because trash
day istomorrow, and you didn’t want to waste
another bag?

Doyoutry tousethoselast two sheetsof toil et
paper on theroll, even when you know it's not
enoughto dothejob?

Areyoutheonesaving used dryer sheets, pa-
per towel andtoilet paper cylinders, empty thread
spools and old newspapers because you just
know you’ Il have ausefor them sometime?

Do you try to straighten bent paper clips and

safety pins?

When aknife can no longer get anything out
of thesoft margarineor cream cheesetub, doyou
get aflexible spatula?

How about the peanut butter, mayonnai seanc
mustard jars?

Americansarereally frugal if youjudgethem
by the half packages of stuff in their basements
and garages— partially used cansof paint, glue,
bug spray, carpet cleaner.

Upinthecupboard, you' |l find spicesthat were
bought for onerecipethat flopped 10 yearsago,
dietfoodfor thediet that died onthesecond week,
crackersthat weren’t asgood asthey looked, baby
food and the “baby” is 10 now, plus boxes and
jarsof stuff wedon’t quiteknow what to dowith
but can't bring ourselvesto toss.

Sure, we' veall grabbed anenvel opeor napkin
towriteon, but | think thatismorebecausewe' re
toolazy tofind paper, or don’'t haveacluewhere
thenotepadis.

So next time you add water to the liquid soap
toget that last drop out— remember: you' renot
cheap, you'refrugal.

My truck has a new satellite connection

| haveanew toy.

No, not anew truck. Just anew radio.

My truck came from my uncle, who died a
coupleof yearsago.

Hebought it new in 1997, and when | got it, it
hadjust 23,000milesonit. Hedidn'tdrivemuch.

The only thing wrong with the truck, a nice
black Ford Explorer, wasthe back bumper.

Uncle was a pretty careful driver in hisfinal
years. Hedroveto and from the country club to
havelunchwith hisold golfing buddies. But ap-
parently they had somewicked steel postsalong
the parking lot there, and he kept backing into
them.

Both sides of the bumper are bent and pushed
in. My friends, when they finally notice the
bumper, alwaysask mewhat | hit.

| just blamemy uncle.

So there’ sthe bumper. And theradio.

It'stheworstradio | ever havehadinacar.

Most cars have good radios. They all pick up
AM and FM stationswith great rangeand recep-
tion.

Most cars.

Thistruck had aterribleradio. | could hardly
pick up ballgames, day or night, and you know
how | lovetolistentothe Rockies.

So after fighting declining reception and last-
inningfadesall summer, | threw inthetowel and
went to get anew radio.

Itwasagoodidea. | get nearly-clear reception
onstations200 milesaway and I’ [l never haveto
strainmy earsto hear agame again. It sthe best
reception|’veever hadinacar.

While | was buying the radio, the salesman
mentioned that they had aspecial on satellitere-
ceivers. Hehad mewhen hementioned that next
season, they’ || haveall thebasebal| games.

| was hooked, evenif I'll hardly use the NFL
package, whichisfreewiththeregular monthly
service.

These people have so many channels, they
don'tjust broadcast agame. They offer achoice,
home or away announcers, for each game.

Thesamethingappliestocollegefootball. The
next Saturday, | listenedtotheKU broadcast, but
| could have had the lowa State announcers.
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Might have been better, too.
Musiccomesthroughloudandclear. Theonly
thingthat stopsthesignal isthemetal roof of the
garage.
The sound is worth cranking up, though the
unit hasenough power toblow my speakersclean

out of thetruck. The highest I’ ve dared crank it
isabout half power.

Plus, if | ever get bored with all that, it plays
CDsand M P3files.What morecouldyouaskfor?

Well, simplicity, maybe. Thisthing has more
buttons than you can shake astick at. | read the
manual, and | still can’t run half of them. It took
six triesjust to set theclock when Daylight Sav-
ing Time ended.

But | keepworkingatit. I think pretty soon!’ll
have the menu functionsdown, as soon as| fig-
ure out what they all mean.

Andall | wanted wasagood AM radio.
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COME AND GET
ME, BOZO!

www.garhe d.com
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NO THANKS. L
1 OOST ATE A
SMALL HOUSE

PINNER,
GARFIELD?




