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Thanksgiving is
upon us, and I am re-
flecting on the many
blessings we have to
be thankful for.

If the four-legged
critters at the shelter
could express what they
are thankful for, I am sure they would
thank all of you who have helped us
make it possible for them to have
plenty to eat, shelter from the elements
and an opportunity for a new life.

We had an awesome month find-
ing homes for those we call “Spe-
cial Needs Dogs.” Those are the
ones that you wonder if they might
end up living as “Sanctuary Dogs”
in the Shelter.

First of all Callie, a Sharpei with
minor medical issues, went to a
couple whose Sharpei died after 12
years with them. They are spoiling
Callie a lot. She lives in Denver, and
I received an e-mail picture of her
in her new parka.

Booker T went to live with a chiro-
practor from the Front Range in Colo-
rado.  Booker (a pointer mix) could
get very stressed in a crowded situa-
tion and escaped a shelter facility.

Unfortunately, someone felt the
need to shoot him in the back quar-
ters. He hobbled back to his foster
home for help, and as I was driving
to work early one morning, he was
standing in the ditch nearby.

I called his foster mom, and she
talked him in to coming to us. He
was so frightened. We nursed him
back to health over several months.
Now he has his own chiropractor
who will be able to address some of
the nerve damage he has in that leg.

Robely was going to be a very dif-
ficult adoption because he happened
to be born a pit bull terrier, not be-
cause there was anything wrong with
him, just because of what he was.

Robely is a great dog, very lov-
ing and friendly. He has made his
new home with a young man from
Nebraska whose heart had been
broken because his two beloved pit
bulls were lost in a house fire.

He let them inside his home be-
cause it was cold and left to visit his
parents who lived down the road.

Robely had been abandoned
when his owner moved and left him.
I believe they will help each other
deal with their losses.

Finally,  Freddy — I was so wor-
ried Freddy would have to spend the
winter without a home.  Freddy has
congestive heart failure and is an

elderly gentleman (in dog years).
When he came to the shelter, he

was coughing and had congestion
on his lungs, bad teeth and was gen-
erally puny. We got him fixed up,
and he took medicine every day for
his heart condition.

His health has improved greatly,
and believe me, prayers are an-
swered, because he went to his new
home with a mature couple (prob-
ably about my age) who just wanted
to rescue a needy dog and let him
live out the rest of his life pampered.

 These are just a few of the
“happy-ending” stories I can tell
this time. There have been so many
over the years. We are a different
kind of shelter — we believe there
is someone out there for just about
any dog or cat, and it is our mission
to find them and not give up on the
critters who come through our door
just because they might not be easy
adoptions. We strive to be an orga-
nization you can be proud of.

I just want to let everyone know
we will be having a bake sale and
Christmas garage sale at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 4, at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Hall.  Call 899-6464
if you would like to donate a baked
good or some previously loved
Christmas stuff.

Also, don’t forget, the shelter’s
Tree of Hope will be in the Western
State Bank foyer again this year.
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