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Extension district moves forward

DISTRICT, from Page 1a

tion dealing with budgets and tax
levy, thelaw says, “...theextension
district may make an annual tax
levy upon all the taxable tangible
property of thedistrict tobeusedto
plan and conduct the educational
programsof thedistrict...
“..theratefixedisnottoexceedthe
greater of therate of 2.5 millsor the
rate determined to yield an amount
equal to the product of $75,000 mul-
tiplied by the number of counties
within the extension district.”
Rumpel said currently thecounty
levies 1.71 mills for the Sherman
County Extension Council, andfor
next year thiswill raise $112,518.
She said Kansas State University
contributes $17,000 to the exten-
sion programinthe county.
Withamaximumof 2.5mills, the
new extensiondistrict couldreceive
up to $140,000 annually from the
Sherman County taxpayers.
The commissioners were asked
Tuesday if they had understoodthis

part of theextensiondistrict resolu-
tion, and said they thought O’ Brien
had mentioned thisduring his pre-
sentation.

“I think he mentioned it,” Com-
missioner Mitch Tiede said, “but
there wasn’t any questions or dis-
cussion about that issue.”

Belshe, asked later on Tuesday
about thetaxing question, agreed he
thought O’ Brienhad mentionedthe
taxing provisions, but therehad not
been any questions from the com-
missioners.

A fact sheet developed by O’ Brien
and handed out to the commission-
ers and council members talked
about theprocessof creatingadistrict
andtheadvantagesof thedistrict, but
did not mention anything about the
district having taxing authority.

Kansas State University Exten-
sion Service hasbeen encouraging
formation of the district, and three
have been formed so far. The Post
Rock District covers Lincoln and
Mitchell counties, Walnut Creek
District covers Lane, Ness and

Rush counties, and Central Kansas
District covers Saline and Ottawa
counties.

O’ Brien said Wednesday these
three districts have been running
lessthanthemaximumtax levy, and
areaveragingabout 1.75millsnow.
He said tax levels vary depending
ontheneedsof thedistrict and tak-
ingintoaccount theeconomiccon-
dition of thetaxpayers.

O'Briensaidthemainadvantage
of the district would be to provide
better servicesand educational pro-
grams. Hesaidtheofficesinthetwo
countieswouldremainopen.Assis-
tant county agentswould handlethe
4-H programin each county andthe
county fair programswouldremain
the same.

Thefact sheet said Sherman and
Wallace counties should consider
formingadistrict becausethey have
acommon regional trade area and
similar employment patterns, rea-
sonable travel distances and com-
patible extension programs. Chey-
enneCounty hasdecided nottojoin

thedistrict.

He pointed to similar agriculture
practicesinthetwo counties, includ-
ingirrigation, dryland cropping sys-
tems and pasture management is-
sues, complimentary family and con-
sumer science programs for adults,
and compatible4-H youth programs
in the areas of livestock, families,
camping and judging activities.

Thecommissionersasked Schill-
ing if the county extension council
had any concernsabout theproposal.

Schilling said not many concerns
had been expressed, but they did not
want to get the district too big. She
said three counties is about right,
and that Cheyenne could comein
after they are satisfied that it is
working.

She said the plan will be pre-
sented to theWallace County com-
missionerson Monday, Nov. 29.

Approval of theresol utionin Sher-
man County wouldnot createthedis-
trict until the Wallace County com-
missioners pass asimilar resolution
and the protest period there lapses.

Commissionfailsto reachagreementon managersraise

RAISE, from Page la

When the doors were opened a
few minutes later and the meeting
called back to order, there was a
motion to adjourn.

“1 feel likel aminlimbo,” Pick-
man said after themeeting. “| don’t
know what to do, and they didn’t
ask me anything or give me a
chanceto defend my side.”

The commission put off the
manager’s evaluation at the begin-
ning of October. Membersspent 15
minutes in closed session without
Pickman and then 15 minutes in
closed session with Pickman on
Oct. 18. No action wastaken.

Nov. 1, the commission again
heldtwo 10-minutecl osed sessions
to discussthe manager. When they
reopened the meeting, Billinger

said, “ The commission members
appreciatewhat you (Pickman) are
doing. Itisatop-notch job.

“Wewanttogiveyoualittleraise
for next year, and know you under-
stand wearelimited by thebudget.

“We are going to give you a
$1,000 ayear raise.”

The meeting adjourned without
thecommission makingamationor
voting to approvetheraise.

City reviews holiday banquet invitation policy

CITY, from Page 1a

» Commissioners approved a
motion to reimburse the Easton
family for a drainage remediation
on their property for no more than
$2,000.

The Eastons will hire acontrac-
tor andthecity will reimbursethem.

“ltwill beaseparate contract be-
tween the city and the Eastons,”
Pickman said.

The drainage will run from 1st
Street to Armory Road, running
parallel with EustisAve.

e Pickman told commissioners
thecity wasplanningto replacethe
fence surrounding Renner Field.
Thenew 7-foot fencewill runaong
the main road.

“1t’spart of theimprovement pro-
cess,” hesaid.

The fence will cost the city
$3,960for material sand city crews
will set it later thisyear.

* Commissioners heard areport
from Pickman about the need for a
new hot water steamer.

“Itisanitem,” hesaid, “that is
definitely needed. It is onethat we
usefreguently.”

We Got the Goods

Not happy with the meals
in your town? Wichita’s
got more fine-dining
choices than ever.
See what’s on the menu at
www.visitwichita.com

or call 800.288.9424.

He said the old washer, a 1994
model that ran onkerosene, iscost-
ing the city more to repair than it
wasworth.

Thenew onewill cost $3,300for
a kerosene or diesel burning
washer, Pickmansaid. Althoughthe
itemhasnot beenbudgeted, hesaid,
they will take money from line

itemsto cover thecost.

* Pickman reported the city will
be developing informational bro-
churesfor customers. He said they
have printed onefor code enforce-
ments, but they plan to make more
available. The brochureswill have
important telephone numbers and
information.

Thereweretwo 10-minuteclosed
sessions last Monday to discuss
Pickman’scontract, butagainnoac-
tion.

Blumesaidit wasafter theclosed
sessionsonMonday hefeltitwould
be agood ideato hold the special
meeting and have the attorney ex-
plainthe contract detailsto therest
of thecommission.

“I thinkitisvery unfairtoPickman
tokeep him dangling,” he added.

Blume said he thought hearing
fromthecity attorney would break
theapparentlogjam of thecommis-
sion, which has two votes to ap-
prove the raise as set forth in the
contract, and two who feel the an-
nounced $1,000isfine. That would
leave Billinger in the middle to
break the tie, but Blume said Bill-
inger said hewould not bring it up
for avote until the next meeting at
5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 6.

County approves
money for fireworks

FIREWORKS, from Page la

firm would provide technical
backupto county building super-
visor WilliamMcKnight. Hesaid
the plan would include twice-a-
year inspections, but themainte-
nance would be done by local
peoplewith hiscompany provid-
ing technical backup.

Thomas asked about the cost
of theoptions, andKrausesaidhe
wouldhavetocomeupwithabid
after inspecting the courthouse.

Daryl West, head of the nox-
ious weed department, talked to
thecommissionersabout replac-
ing hisall-terrain vehicles.

West said the department has
three, but he only uses one of
themfor theprairiedog program.
He said one of those not being
used hasanolder spray systemat-
tached, but that it does not work
right. Hesaidtwo are 1991 mod-
els, andtheotherisa1987.

Heaskedfor permissiontosell
all three and get a new one for
both prairie dogs and some
spraying.

West suggested buying a new
one from Goodland Greenline
for $5,307 because it had awa-
ter-cooled engineand automatic
transmission.

Other bids were presented
fromNorthwest Cyclefor $5,700
and from Oakley Motors for

$5,199, but West said both of
thesewerefor Kawasaki models
that wereair cooled.

“l am OK with that plan,” Ra-
suresaid.

The commissioners approved
thesaleof thethreeolder models
and purchaseof thenew onefrom
Goodland Greenline.

Thequestionabout prairiedog
bait and what the county will do
incooperationwiththelandown-
erswill be put on the agendafor
the next meeting, which will be
Tuesday, Nov. 30.

In other businessthe commis-
sioners:

e Approved an engineering
contract with Penco Inc. for the
KansasDepartment of Transpor-
tation five-year plan, which in-
cludesthe section of north Cald-
well fromtheairport to thejunc-
tionwith K-27.

e Approved appointments to
the Sherman County Economic
Development Council for next
year. The council had recom-
mended Gary Slough of S& T
Communications, Rick Brein-
inger of Sunflower Computers
and Harlan D. House, afarmer
and rancher, to three-year terms
beginningin January. Thefourth
appointment was Shelley Th-
ompson, whowasrecommended
by Bankwest for a three-year
term.

Internet tonight!
Call 899-2338
today!




