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from our viewpoint...

Seatbelts are the law
but not on buses

I feel Thanksgiving is getting squeezed out

You have to wear a seatbelt to drive your car.
The law doesn’t allow you to make that choice anymore.
Your kids had better be belted in, or you’ll get a ticket.
Heaven help you if you have a baby bouncing around in that

buggy.
Airline passengers have to wear a seatbelt. They want you

to keep it on even when the “fasten-seatbelt” light is out, go
figure.

You need a seatbelt to drive a go-cart.
Dale Earnhardt Jr. has to wear one to drive his car, or he’ll

get fined.
They’re even starting to put the things on ski lifts, and next,

who knows, maybe Amtrak will have them in its coaches.
So why, in God’s name, don’t school buses have seatbelts?
It’s easy to say that school buses are safe, and they are one of

the safest modes of transportation, no doubt. But on average,
9,500 kids are hurt in 23,000 school bus crashes each year. Ten
die.

School buses have to stop before crossing a railroad track.
School buses have a stop sign to flag drivers and stop them

from whizzing by while they’re loading and unloading.
School buses have to let kids out on the right these days; no

crossing the highway after the bus is gone.
School buses have to be clearly marked for safety.
So why the heck don’t school buses have seatbelts?
You can’t tell us that kids aren’t bright enough to buckle them.
Or our schools are worse off than even Congress suspects.
You can’t tell us that kids wouldn’t be safer belted in than

bouncing around the bus in a wreck.
That just defies logic.
You can’t tell us the drivers and teachers are too busy to make

the kids strap in.
They’d be a lot easier to manage tied down than they are loose

and squirming.
No, it’s not that, is it?
It’s the money.
It’d cost some bucks to put 40-50 three-point harnesses in

all those school busses.
It’d be hard to rig the aisle seats, too.
A couple grand per bus, anyway. More to retrofit old equip-

ment. And there are thousands of buses across the country.
Schools probably don’t have the money. It’s scarce these

days.
But these are our children and our grandchildren.
Shouldn’t we do it anyway?
— Steve Haynes

Thank you, earth.” How easy it is to give credit
and thanks to everything or everyone but the
real source of all our blessings!

Kathy Noble has written: “Coming between
Halloween and the Advent and Christmas sea-
sons, Thanksgiving can get lost in our lives as
quickly as it does in the stores. It’s our choice.
Thanksgiving can be an intrusive interruption
— or it can be an island that gives us permis-
sion to step back, still the busyness that draws
us away from family, friends and God, and re-
member that rejoicing and giving thanks can
be part of our lives every day.”  (Interpreter,
Nov.-Dec., 2004)

Scripture tells us: “With joy, give thanks to
(God) who has made you fit to have your share
of what God has reserved for his people in the
kingdom of light. He rescued us from the power
of darkness and brought us safe into the king-
dom of his dear Son, by whom we are set free,
that is, our sins are forgiven.”   (Colossians
1:12)

We are free to choose. We can be thankful or
not. But we have much for which to be thankful.
God made us fit to be part of Christ’s kingdom.

I’m not advocating we stop enjoying dress-
ing up for Halloween and having fun.  And I’m
certainly not advocating we skip Christmas.

I guess I’m just asking that we analyze our
ways of celebrating all three holidays.

Instead of downplaying Thanksgiving, how
about making it the centerpiece of every holi-
day — as well as every day?

It isn’t mandatory. It’s our choice. But how
God wishes we would choose to be grateful.

I don’t know about you, but every year I no-
tice more emphasis being put on Halloween
And every year I see Santa Clauses, bells and
holly in the stores earlier.

I know you probably enjoy Halloween and
Christmas. I do too. But every year I’m becom-
ing more alarmed that we’re squeezing out
Thanksgiving

I’ve thought about our fall and winter holi-
days a lot this year. I’ve wondered why we’re
crowding out Thanksgiving.

It seems to me to be a sign of our times, a not-
too-flattering reflection of what America has
become.

The one holiday that emphasizes humility
and gratitude to God is slowly disappearing
between two “give-me” celebrations. Kids
can’t wait to go “trick-or-treating” where
they’re given candy and treats — for no spe-
cial reason.

They don’t earn it; they may not even know
their neighbors or have been particularly nice
to them. Even so, they expect a handout.

 Then we go right into making Christmas
lists. Again getting something. We say Santa
only comes to good girls and boys, but we know
that’s not true.

The sad part is, Christmas isn’t even special
because most of the kids get everything they
want all year long. They don’t even know what
to ask for at Christmas time.

But Thanksgiving Day isn’t as popular.
There will probably be no gifts.

Does this alarm you at all? I see us becom-
ing a nation of takers — emphasizing material

things. Thanksgiving is about recognizing the
source of all our blessings.   It’s about count-
ing our blessings. It’s about giving thanks for
those blessings.    It’s about realizing many are
not as fortunate as we are. It’s about teaching
our children the value of sharing — not get-
ting.

A magazine article I read recently said many
Native American tribes give thanks and cel-
ebrate with hospitality.

Let me quote: “Where our (Native Ameri-
can) cultures are still intact, elements of hos-
pitality are still there. An act of thanksgiving
happens whenever native people harvest the
last crops before winter. It marks a sacred shift
from outdoor food production to the indoor
work of strengthening the culture.”

Do we use Thanksgiving as a way to
strengthen our family ties and enhance our
culture?

Or is gratitude being de-emphasized and lost
between two holidays that are more lucrative
and materialistic in the marketplace? What are
we teaching our children?

A wine company advertisement in News-
week magazine read, “The earth gives us won-
derful grapes. The grapes give us wonderful
wine. The wine wins us lots of new friends.

for long-term costs.
We can now calculate the environmental

costs of different types of food production, and
compare in monetary terms the long-term im-
pact of global versus local food production.

If we can devise a way to include these eco-
logical costs in the prices we pay at the super-
market, we can show consumers the true costs
of their food-buying decisions — that it makes
more sense, for example, to buy local apples
in season rather than similar products imported
from New Zealand or China.

Any corporation, government or family that
spends its economic capital eventually will go
bankrupt.

Our human-centered approach to nature as-
sumes Earth’s resources are here for our exploi-
tation.

It is essential we recognize ourselves as only
one species in a complex web of relationships,
and that ultimately we are just as threatened by
ecological losses as are our co-inhabitants.

We must learn to see our true vested inter-
est. We must reform our markets so we don’t
keep cooking the ecological books.

We must learn to pay a fair price to Earth.
Charles Francis, professor of agronomy and

horticulture at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln, is a member of the Land Institute’s Prai-
rie Writers Circle, Salina.

Our short-term economics is driving to ruin
the source of our riches, the Earth. Investors
and corporate boardrooms focus myopically
on the next quarterly report, ignoring the long
term.

Putting a price tag on the gross domestic
product or the stock market is relatively easy.
But these indicators ignore our need to sustain
natural resources, which are vital.

We must bring security of our planet’s eco-
logical capital into the marketplace’s calcula-
tions.

We should start with agriculture, whose foot-
print is huge. It uses 40 percent of the world’s
land to make our food, feed and fiber. As agri-
culture goes, so goes the planet’s health.

Farming and forestry prices reflect the im-
mediate costs of labor and capital, but do not
include long-run ecological costs. Paying
$1.25 per pound for supermarket chicken does
not cover cleaning up rivers polluted by poul-
try factories. That charge goes to society at
large.

Rivers can clean themselves given time. But
the soil loss that results from the way we farm
today is essentially irreversible.

This erosion washes about the thickness of
a business card from our topsoil each year, an
estimated 5 tons per acre, exceeding the soil’s
natural rate of formation. Large areas of the

Midwest have lost half of their productive top-
soil in just 150 years of farming.

This earthy gold mine helped build our na-
tion. Other powers — Greece, Carthage —
gutted their soils and fell. We can mask this
erosion by mining other ecological capital —
fossil fuels used to make fertilizer, for example
— but not for the long run.

Meanwhile, also washing away are pesti-
cides and fertilizer that poison groundwater.
Taken by the Mississippi River to the Gulf of
Mexico, the fertilizer drives life from 8,000
square miles of the sea, costing millions of
dollars in lost fishing.

Future generations will foot the bill for
fouled water, ravaged soil, lost wildlife and
global warming.

That is, unless something replaces our short-
sighted, narrowly defined accounting so that
we pay for the total cost of our food consump-
tion.

And something is emerging: ecological eco-
nomics. It’s a field of study that does account

Consumers need to know food’s true cost

garfield
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Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters

from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.


