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from our viewpoint...

Give thanks for
emergency Crews

Thanksgiving isawonderful time of year, the beginning
totheholiday seasonwhichrunsthrough Christmasand New
Years.

Itisatimetoenjoy family andfriends, reflect onthebless-
ingswe have and look forward to the better times ahead.

However, for some heading home from their Thanksgiv-
ing celebrations Sunday afternoon, there was a new bless-
ing. That was the emergency response people of Sherman
County, who found themselves rushing from one accident
to another along I-70 as cars slid off and rolled on the black
ice.

Inashorttime, therewereabout sevenaccidentsinastretch
of freeway from four miles east of Goodland to four miles
west. At least two wererolloversand oneforced troopersto
closethebridgeat the east Goodland exit whileacar that hit
theguardrail wasremoved.

I njurieswereminor, and theambul ancecrewsfrom Good-
land and K anorado responded with care because of the dlip-
pery highway.

Goodlandfirefighterswerecalled outtoassist,andmoved
from accident sceneto accident scene as needed.

Sherman County Sheriff Kevin Buttsand DeputiesRoger
Studer, Burton Pianalto and Jason Showal ter worked theac-
cidentson I-70. Showalter, who was on hisway back to the
police academy, helped with threeaccidentsalong I-70 east
of the city ashe headed back to school.

Ambulancecrewswerekept busy not only by theaccidents
onl-70, buttherewereseveral callsinthecity, includingone
whereaman hadfallenand apparently brokehisarm. Atone
time, dispatchersweretrying to get an ambulanceto ahome
whereaman was unresponsive and another to the airport to
pick up aflight crew.

Thingswere buzzing asthe number of accidentspiled up.
Theworst reported was afive-car pileup two mileswest of
Levant.

Trooper BrianHorney stayed busy alongwiththe Sherman
County officers. Wreckers from Alex’s, McB’s and Stage-
coach wereall called to help pull cars out of the snow, and
some had to bebrought infor repairs.

It wasabusy few hoursfor these men and womenwhore-
spondto emergenciesinall typesof weather and all timesof
theday and night.

For those people heading home from Thanksgiving,
though, it wasareal blessing to have the emergency people
from Sherman County come out to rescue them from the
unfortunate effects of theicy weather.

Whilel-70wasnot closed, it remained adangerousstretch
of road, and the Kansas Department of Transportation had
crewsout to spread salt and sand.

Weoftenforget theeffortsof themany volunteerswhohelp
with the ambulance and fire rescue services, but dayslike
Sunday comea ongtoremindusof theirimportanceandtheir
courageous service to our community. Same goesfor those
whosejobstakethem out into the storm.

We arethankful they arethere. — Tom Betz
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Getting to Milwaukee a bit worrisome

Milwaukee' sanicecity, but getting therewas
alittleworrisome.

Wewereon our way to Milwaukeeby trainon
Sept. 11, 2001, when terrorist attacked the U.S.

We ended up getting off at Ottumwa, lowa,
rentedacar, drovetoLincoln, Neb., thengot back
onatrainfor McCook.

TheNational Newspaper Associ ation conven-
tionwewereattendingwascancel ed and thenext
year wewent to Portland, then Kansas City and
Denver.

Next year, we' re going to try to hold the con-
vention in Milwaukee, so last week we headed
forWisconsinfor a“sitevisit,” sincehubby Steve
isthe convention chairman.

Thetrainleavesfrom McCook at about 1 a.m.
and arrivesin Chicago between2and 3p.m.ona
goodday. However, thetrainsarenotorioudy late.

Wewerelucky, however,andourtrainranclose
to on time. We were able to transfer to the Mil-
waukee train at Union Station in Chicago and
arrived downtown not only on time, but within
fiveblocksof our hotel.

We grabbed our luggage and trotted down the
street — the snow that had threatened usin Ne-
braskahadn’'t madeit to Wisconsin.

Our hotel, theHyatt, isintheheart of thecity and
wewalkedto anice Germanrestaurant for dinner.
Therestaurant, Mader’s, turned out tobeaMilwau-
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keelandmark and thefood wasexcellent.

Thenext day wasfor work. Wemet aConven-
tion and Visitors Bureau representative and he
took ustovisitthesights.

First stop wasthe County Museum, whichis
their natural history museum, where they have
anoldMilwaukeevillageset up. You could ook
in windows at the apothecary, the grocer, the
hardware store and seewhat wasfor sale 100to
150 yearsago.

In our 30-minute tour, we also got to watch
them dust the dinosaurs.

Next stop wastheart museum. The new wing
looksalittlelikethe prow of aship, andthefront
partisall glassedin soyou can seeLakeMichi-
gan, and watch waves come over the breakwa-
terinthebay.

We inland folks were amazed. We loved the
place, andthepicturesand statueswerenice, too.

Our next visit wasto the Domes, three geode-
sic domes holding gardens— one for the trop-

ics, onefor the desert and one that changes four
timesayear. The changing domewasbeing out-
fitted for Christmas aswewalked around.

Our last stop wasthe city’ sbotanical gardens,
whichweremostly dead. However, weweretold
that next September, whentheconventionisheld,
thelast of therosesand many fall flowerswould
still bein bloom.

That wasall inthemorning.

After lunch, wediscussedthesitesand decideo
weliked thetwo museumsbest. Our convention
planner still hasto talk costs and find out how
many tablesand chairsweneed and deal withall
those little details that make the difference be-
tween awell-run meeting and amass of people
descending on someunsuspecting tourist attrac-
tion.

Thenextday, after detailswerefinalized, Steve
and | went for awalk throughthecity’smany sky
walks. There was one from our hotel to a shop-
ping mall acrossacouple of busy streets. How-
ever, it runsthrough Milwaukee' sfederal build-
ing.

Wegot togothroughametal detector and have
my purse searched. It'sthefirsttimel’ ve had tc
gothrough security to gofor awalk.

Thetrip homeonthetrainwasuneventful and
we' relooking forward to returning to the city of
brats, beer and baseball in September.

Townships find 1t difficult to fill positions

Ashot atopicastownshipgovernmentisthese
days, there were a couple of contests here and
therefor township office.

For themost part, county commissionershave
to scrape around to find peopleto fill the three-
member township boards.

It'sno wonder. Townships don’t do too much
these days. Many contract road maintenanceto
the county. Their budgetsareminimal.

Decatur County, with 25 townships, probably
has as many as any in the state. Some of them
draw 25-30 voters, some fewer, come election
time.

While townships don’t do much or spend
much, they do cost money. And it's likely that
removing an extralayer of government would
savetaxpayers some dough.

If nothing el se, the county would savethecost
of keeping aset of booksfor each township and
of publishing the annual financial reports.

There may have been atime when the town-
shipwasauseful unit of local government, close
to the people and easy to deal with. That wasa
century and ahalf ago.

Sincethen, we' ve streamlined courts and po-
licepowers, doingaway withjusticesof thepeace
and constables. The sheriff and thedistrict court
handlelegal matterstoday.

Schools that used to dot the landscape have
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vas those who got write-in votesto find people
to fill many board positions. Often, even those
whogot voted in turned thejobsdown.

There ought to be some way to disorganize
townshipswheninterestlags. |’ mnot sayingjust

doaway withall of them, but when no onewants
tobeontheboard, thenthecommissionersought
tobeabletosettheball rollingto closeupatown-
ship.

Votersandtownship boards, too, ought to have
that authority. Why keep beating adead horse?

Andif thereisatownshiphereandtherewhere
the population is high enough, interest is keen,
and things are getting done, fine. L et them be.

For therest, they have served their purpose. It
may betimeto call it quitsfor arelic of another
era.
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closed and consolidated. Soon, wemay havejust & ‘
one school in most counties where once there W #
weredozens. Many of theoldtownshiproadsare il I , 7
closed, or on“ minimum maintenance,” and the f// j h
county gradesmuch of therest. / /

Most of all, the farm population has faded N
away, leaving no oneliving in vast stretches of j/ b
townshi psthat onceharbored dozensof families. ~ ces oo oo ., ..

Addtothat thefact that townshipboardsdon’t ke 20 """;;-'\
really have much to do on the best of days, and {,/ :/, 'l/ ,/,,/,/ 'ff’/'/ <
it's easy to seewhy there's not much interestin // % f/‘/ 7 f .
many of thesejobs. /, =

In Sherman County, commissionershadtocan- A \’h 71 Wg@ TRELMIEL. ﬂ_q-ya/
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