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Sheriff digsfor new leadsafter manmissing forayear

MISSING, from Page 1a

never be found. Family members
have ideas about who was respon-
sible, and feel that theformer sher-
iff did not do everything he could
have.

One reason some think McClel-
land might have run away before
deputiesarrived that night wasthat
hewason probationfor adrug con-
viction, and becausehehad aknife,
hemight havehad hisprobationre-
voked and had to spend time in
prison. However, family members
believe even the threat of prison
would not have stopped McClel-
land from at least calling home to
seeif itwasOK toreturn.

“l don’t believe the threat of
prisonwasthat great,” Sheriff Butts
said. “Thiswas hisfirst drug of-
fense, and | do not believe that
would havekept McClelland away
thislongwithout somecontact with
hisfamily.”

Other things complicate the in-
vestigation, including the fact that
awomanwhowaswithMcClelland
that night, the only witness to the

fight other thanthePedens, diedjust
four months|ater.

Detailsof theeventsof that night
and the argument are pretty one-
sided, and that leaves room for ru-
mors to develop. Butts said heis
looking at all the information and
may consider a search warrant for
the Peden property.

“We know McClelland and
Peden had an argument,” former
Sheriff DougWhitsonsaidlast year.
“We do not know exactly what it
was about. M cClelland apparently
took off running on foot beforethe
deputy arrived.”

Whitson said Deputy Burton Pi-
analto, thefirst officertoarrive, did
not see McClelland running away.
Mark Peden told him McClelland
had run away.

Sheriff Buttssaid Sunday that the
Pedens said the scuffle took place
near a shop south of their house.
They claimed McClelland had
come at Marci with alarge knife.
Mark Peden said he had a shotgun
and fired it three times over
McClelland’s head. When that did
not stop him, hetold officers, hehit

himwith the gun.

Heather MarieBissett, 42, Good-
land, was with McClelland, a
former Union Pecificrailroadtrack
worker. Buttssaid Bissett and Mc-
Clelland had met while both were
inarehab program, and the couple
waslivingtogether at arural home.

Bissett apparently was pushed
down in the scuffle. Butts said she
had driven off in McClelland's yel-
low pickup before deputies arrived.
Deputies found her in the pickup
about a mile south of Pedens' and
charged herwithdrunk driving. Butts
said she had no idea what had hap-
pened to McClelland after sheleft.

Whitson said Bissett told depu-
tiesshehad told McClelland to get
inthetruck, andwhenhedidn’t, she
drove off, leaving him talking to
Pedeninfront of the shop.

Bissett died suddenly of pneumo-
niaMonday, March 29, at the Good-
land Regional Medical Center.

Deputies searched around
Peden’shousethat night until about
3am.,andthey wentback out again
the next day withdogsand aplane.
Thesearchdid not turnup any sign

Family afraid man is not alive

FAMILY, from Page 1

She said former Cheyenne
County Sheriff Ray Leeof St. Fran-
cisofferedtohelp, andhehadtalked
to over 100 people in Sherman
County about the missing man.

Shesaid Leecalled the KBI and
theFBI totry toget somethingmore
done.

“WesenttheKBI al theinforma-
tion,” she added, “but we never
heard athing.”

While his mother has hope of
finding Jimmy alive, sheis no
longer certain.

“Maybe he'salive somewhere,”
shesaid, “but | don’'tthink so. Itisa
hard thing to say.”

JanMcClelland said shewasup-
set more was not done within the
first few days, and thought amore
thorough search of the Peden farm
should have been conducted.

“I don’t have any respect for
Doug Whitson,” she said. “I liked
him, but was disappointed that he
did not get a search warrant for
Peden’shome.”

Whitson said Monday hedid not
get a search warrant because the
argument had been at the shop and
nothing happenedinthehouseasfar
asheknew. Hesaid oneof thedepu-
tiesdid do aquick walk through of
the Peden home that night.

“1 know that Doug Whitson
thought Jimmy would show up that
night,” Sheriff Buttssaid. “I think
weall thought that at first, but | do
feel some thingswere not handled
right that first night and in the next
coupleof days.”

“1 am not sure Peden killed Mc-
Clelland,” Whitson said Monday,
“but it would benicetofind himto
answer all the questions.”

Hismother said reportsthat Mc-
Clelland had violated probation
were not accurate.

McClelland had undergonereha-
bilitation and was on probation in
connectionwith adrug conviction,
shesaid.

“He hadn’t broken his parole,”
shesaid. “Hehad madeall hismeet-
ings, andthe paroleofficerssaid he
wasdoingwhat hewassupposedto
do.”

Elaine McClelland, Jimmy’s
wife, said sheandtheir twochildren
madeit through the anniversary of
his disappearance on Wednesday,
but they would like to know what
happened.

“He couldn’t leave his kids this
long,” Elaine said Saturday. “He
loved hiskids, and | know hewould
havecalled.

“1 know hewould havecalled his
mother. Henever missedaMother’s
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Day. | know him. | waswithhimfor
17years”

Hiswifeagreeswith her mother-
in-law that Jimmy is probably not
aive, sayingthatif hewashewould
havecalledhometoseeifitwassafe
to come back.

“1 don’tthink hewasinthat much
trouble,” Elaine said, “and | know
he would not stay away thislong
without making some sort of con-
tact.”

Hismother said Jimmy’sfriends,
whohelped organizethesearchlast
year, havestayedin contact andthat
none of them have heard fromhim.
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For themissingman’sfamily, life
just seems to be getting harder.
Elainesaidthat Jenny, 16, and Tyler,
13, havebeenthroughatoughyear,
and that their friends keep asking
them about their father.

Shesaid sherecently lost her job
because Jenny, who hassufferedthe
most, had a seizure, and she was
unableto gotowork.

“lamlookingforajob,” shesaid.
“1 have been looking around here,
but havenot found anything. I have
enough to get through the next
month, but after that | am not sure
what wewill do.”
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of McClelland. Whitson said the
deputies found a set of footprints
they felt werehistracksheading to
the southwest, but they lost them
after aquarter of amile.

Whitson said thefootprintswere
not from anyone involved in the
search, but therewasno proof they
belonged to McClelland.

Butts said he went to the home of
McClelland’'s sister, Tammie
Skrdlant, where she lived with
Leonard Barnes about 3 1/2 miles
northof Pedens’, and askedif shehad
seen him. Butts said he spent some
time on anearby hill watching with
anightvisionscopetoseeif McClel-
land was heading to hissister’s.

“1 saw some deer and other ani-
mals,” Butts said, “but no sign of
any person.”

A couple of weekslater, 17 vol-
unteersand eight deputieswal ked,
rodeand flew aseven-milesection
of Beaver Creek southwest of
Peden’s shop, hoping to find clues
to the disappearance. At the end of
theday, Whitsonsaid at |east hefelt
the search proved McClelland was
notlyinginafieldinthat area.

Sincethen, thesheriff’sofficehas
followed up on a series of rumors,
but there has not been any contact
from McClelland.

Opinionsaresplit about whether

hemay bealiveand hiding.

Whitson said he listed McClel-
landintheNational Crimelnforma:
tion computer inJanuary for break-
ing probation because of hisdisap-
pearance. Whitsonsaidit wasaway
to get himinthe nationwide crimi-
nal computer systemtogivehisdis-
appearance the broadest possible
exposure. Missing person cases
don’t get that kind of treatment.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
saidinJanuary that M cClelland had
been sentenced onNov. 3,2003, on
chargesof unlawful manufactureof
acontrolled substance, and posses-
sion of anarcoticwithintent tosell
within 1,000 feet of a school. She
said hewastransferred to Commu-
nity Corrections, and agreed that
McClelland’s disappearance vio-
latedthetermsof thesentence. That
could mean he would face prison
timeif hereturned, shesaid.

McClelland and hiswife Elaine,
40, wereamong six peoplearrested
on Jan. 8, 2003, and charged with
the cultivation of marijuana, pos-
session of narcoticsand drug para-
phernalia, and manufacturing of
methamphetamine.

Selby said McClelland's attor-
ney, Paul Oller of Hays, arranged
with the Union Pacific to reinstate
him andtoallow himto participate

intheir drugrehabilitation program,
which hecompletedinthesummer
of 2003. Though hewasreinstated,
the railroad laid him off last No-
vember because they did not have
any work.

SomepeoplebelieveJimmy Mc-
Clelland isalive and will befounc
through atraffic stop somewherein
the country.

“I don’t know what to tell his
mother,” Sheriff Butts said. “We
need to find out what happened to
bring thisto aconclusion.

“Just not knowing isterrible for
the family. | want to get Jimmy’s
pictureout again, and maybesome-
onewill remember something.

“The sightings have slowed
down, but wewill follow up on ev-
erything. I know that Janand Elaine
(McClelland) have checked out &
couple of sightings where people
thought they saw Jimmy, and there
was nothing.”

Butts said he hopesthat keeping
thecasefreshinpeople’ smindswill
produceanew lead. Hesaid thecase
if far from being solved, and heis
hopingwiththepublic’shelpthere,
may be some new facts that give
him achanceto find the answers.

The sheriff said anyonewith in-
formation about the di sappearance
should call him at 899-4835.
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Taxing Unit 001 (Goodland)

Taxing Unit 111 (lowa)

SHERMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

2004 mill levies by taxing unit—All levies listed below are taxes per $1000 vaiuation

Add the mill levies for each taxing district located within your tax unit to obtain the total composite levy for your tax unit. Tax
units are indicated on your tax statement

TAX UNITS 2003 LEVY 2004 LEVY DIFFERENCE
001 GOODLAND CITY (State, County, Goodland City & USD 352) 146.124 148.450 + 2.326
002 KANORADO CITY (State, County, USD 352, Kanorado City, 168.803 160.007 - 8.796
SCRFD #1, Regional Library)
040-GRANT TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - 13
110-IOWA TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - 13
111-IOWA TWP. (State, County, USD 314, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 103.877 101.250 - 2627
112-IOWA TWP. (State, County, USD 314, LCRFD. Reg. Lib.) 100.032 100.072 - .040
080-ITASCA TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - 131
060-LINCOLN TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - 131
010-LLANOS TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib. & Twp.) 102.842 102.794 - .048
011-LLANOS TWP. (State, County, USD 314, SCRFD, Reg. Lib. & Twp.) 104.528 101.984 - 2544
070-LOGAN TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 131
130-MCPHERSON TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib. & Twp) 104.525 104.460 - .085
020-SHERMANVILLE TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - A3
021-SHERMANVILLE TWP. (State, County, USD 314, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 103.877 101.250 - 2627
120-SMOKY TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 -3
050-STATELINE TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.656 102.060 - .596
100-UNION TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - 131
101-UNION TWP. (State, County, USD 314, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 103.877 101.250 - 2.627
030-VOLTAIRE TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 102.191 102.060 - A3
090-WASHINGTON TWP. (State, County, USD 352, SCRFD, Reg. Lib.) 104.123 102.060 - 20863

EXAMPLES OF HOW COMPOSITE LEVIES ARE FIGURED USING THE INDIVIDUAL DISTRICT LEVIES FROM THE

Taxing Unit 112 (lowa)

Taxing Unit 010 (Llanos)

State Levy 1.500 State Levy 1.500 State Levy 1.500 State Levy 1.500
County Levy 58.174 County Levy 58.174 County Levy 58.174 County Levy  58.174
Goodland Levy 50.811 USD 314 Levy  37.155 UsD 314 37.155 USD 352 37.965
USD 352 Levy 37.965 SCRFD #1 Levy  3.491 LCRFD Levy 2.313 SCRFD 3.491

Reg. Lib. Levy .930 Reg. Lib. Levy .930 Reg. Lib. Levy .930

lowa Twp. Levy .000 lowa Twp. Levy .000 Llanos Twp. Levy .734
Total Goodland  148.450 Total lowa 101.250 Total lowa 100.072 Total Llanos  102.794

NOTE: SINCE 1998, SB41 ALLOWS FOR AN EXEMPTION OF $20,000 ON THE MARKET VALUE OF RESIDENTIAL
PROPERTIES. THIS EXEMPTION ONLY APPLIES TO THE 20.000 MILLS ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S GENERAL
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LEVY.
TAX LEVIES - 2004—SHERMAN COUNTY
Total County Valuation: $ 57,283,196 — Rate on each $ 1,000 Assessed Valuation
DISTRICT 2003 2004 DIFFERENCE DISTRICT 2003 2004 DIFFERENCE
STATE: 1.500 1.500 .000 SCHOOLS:
COUNTY: 58.673 58.174 - 499 U.S.D. #352 35.889 37.965 + 2.076
CITIES: U.S.D. #314 37.575 37.155 - .420
GOODLAND 50.062 50.811 +.749
KANORADO 66.147 57.947 8.200 FIRE DISTRICTS:
TOWNSHIPS: SCRFD #1 5.164 3.491 - 1673
LLANOS .651 734 +.083 LCRFD #1 1.319 2.313 + .994
MCPHERSON 2.334 2.400 -.066
STATELINE 465 0 - .465 LIBRARIES:
WASHINGTON 1.932 0 -1.932 N.W. KS. REG. .965 .930 .035
STATE and COUNTY Valuation $57,283,196 UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTS LEVIES:
STATE LEVIES: (ST100) PER K.S.A. LEVY PERK.S.A. LEVY
State General Fund 0 U.S.D. #352 (SD352) Valuation $ 54,172,223
Educational Building 76-6b01 1.000 General 72-6431 20.000
State Institutional Bldg. 76-6b04 .500 Supplemental General 72-6435 14.088
TOTAL 1.500 Capital Outlay 72-8801 3.877
TOTAL 37.965
COUNTY LEVIES: (CO200)
General 79-1946 12.978 U.S.D. #314 (SD314TH) Valuation $ 3,110,973
Road & Bridge 79-1946 14.949 General 72-6431 20.000
Noxious Weed 2-1318 .994 Supplemental General 72-6435 12.383
County Health 65-204 473 Capital Outlay 72-8801 3.814
Conservation District 2-1907b .306 Recreation 12-1927 .958
Extension Council 2-610 1.716 TOTAL 37.155
Election 25-2201a 603
Community College Tuition 71-301 .543 FIRE DISTRICT LEVIES:
County Home. Maint. 9-2106a 432 SHERMAN CO. RFD #1 (FD017) Valuation $ 32,402,624
Historical Society 19-2651 194 General 19-3610 3.491
Appraiser's Cost 19-436 1.908
Program for the Eiderly 12-1680 .954 LOGAN CO. RFD #1 (FD16LG) Valuation $ 19,107
Free Fair 2-132 403 General 19-3610 2.313
Soldier's Mem. Park 19-2803a 231
Cemetery 19-3105 .755 LIBRARY LEVIES:
City-County Recreation 19-2803a 480 N.W. KANSAS REGIONAL
Library 12-1230 232 LIBRARY (RLO18NT) Valuation $32,421,731
County Hosp. Maint. 19-4606 5.173 General 79-1952 et. seq. .900
Employee Benefits 12-16,102 12.888 Employee Benefits 12-16,102 .030
Tort Liability 75-6101 170 TOTAL .930
Bond & Interest 10-113 1.792 TOWNSHIP LEVIES:
TOTAL 58.174 LLANOS TOWNSHIP Val. $ 1,644,367
General 79-1962 734
CITIES: MCPHERSON Val. $ 1,487,883
GOODLAND (C001) Valuation $ 24,861,465 General 79-1962 2.400
General 12-101a 24.757
Bond & Interest 10-113 4.531 I, Janet R. Rumpel, Sherman County Clerk, do hereby
Library 12-1230 4.029 certify that this levy sheet is a complete list of the 2004 tax
Employee Benefits-City 12-16,102 15.291 levies on all tangible property in Sherman County, as well
Employee Benefits-Library 12-16,102 .349 as the assessed valuation for each District. Copies of the
Airport 3-113 1.854 budgets are available in my office.
TOTAL 50.811
Janet R. Rumpel
KANORADO (C002) Valuation $ 584,158 Sherman County Clerk
General 12-101a 48.708
Employee Benefits 12-16,102 9.239
TOTAL 57.947
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