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from our viewpoint...

Alarming story
could affect all

Thestory isalarming, but entirely predictable.

And, although today it’'s happening in Oberlin, tomorrow it may
be Goodland'sturn.

Noonewassigning upfor theOberlin Jaycees Angel Tree, which
puts peoplein touch with kids who might otherwise not get much
for Christmas. These“angels’ buy them giftsand the Jayceesmake
surethey get delivered.

Inthe past, the Jaycees said, they’ d leave word at the county of -
fice of the state welfare agency, the Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services. Theworkerstherewoul d get word out to people
whosekidsmight qualify for thetree.

Last year, the Jayceesreported 53 kidson thetree. Thisyear, it's
barely adozen sofar. Thisyear, thereisno welfare officein Ober-
lin. It closed acoupl e of months ago.

The state centralized thework at aregional officein Colby. Ap-
parently, no onethere knowsor cares about local charity effortsin
Oberlin. At least, though the Jaycees contacted state workers, they
apparently didn’t tell many familiesabout theAngel Tree.

One reason may be lack of contact day in and day out with the
agency'sclients, whoarenow forced to call “800” telephone num-
bersanswered God-knows-wherefor hel p. Stateworkershavebeen
clusteredin regional officeswhere supervisorscan keep an eyeon
them.

When Gov. K athleen Sebeliuswasherelast summer, sheseemed
surprised people were not happy with the change. She pointed out
that the state will have more “ points of contact,” or places where
workers can meet clientsat scheduled times.

What thestatewon’t haveisanyonewholivesor worksinor cares
about Oberlin, Atwood, St. Francis, or soon, Goodland and Norton.

Welfare workers will be moving into expensive new buildings
leased in Colby and Phillipsburg, wherethey will havelesscontact
withclientsandcommunities. Thelatest reportsarethat 35new jobs
will wind up in Colby alone, jobsthat used to be spread out around
northwest Kansas and el sewhere.

Isthisplanworking?

TheAngel Treesaysno.

What we' re seeing isthe opening round of a battleto centralize
not just state, but county and federal servicesinrural areas. Lucky
townslike Colby will become“ super county seats,” with regional
stateandfederal offices, and eventually, Topekawill try toget coun-
tiestofollow suit and mergein clustersaround thesetowns.

It's not anyone’s wild imagination. It's already happening. Ex-
tensiondistrictsaremerging. Other officeswill follow soon, unless
rural peopletakeastand.

Do wewant to drive 50-60 milesjust to get licensetags? Or call
some “800" number that may be answered in Indiana, or India, to
get answers about state government?

Theresone consolation, though.

Thearchitect of thewelfareconsolidation, former Social Services
Secretary Janet Schalansky, disappearedfrom stategovernment last
month. After telling peoplefor monthsshe’ dstick out thegovernor’s
firstterm, shetook aquick and hastily announced retirement. A hol d-
over fromtheadministration of Republican Bill Graves, Schalansky
may havefallenfrom favor at the Statehouse.

Theconsolidationschemearosebefore Gov. Sebelius, but shehas
donenothingto stopit.

Instead of taking jobsout of rural counties, the state ought to be
putting somein, and not just in Colby. Instead of building new cen-
tral offices, it could have spread them around the area and gotten
the same, or more, impact.

Anditsemployeeswoul dknow about theAngel Treeand adozen
other projects around rural Kansas that won't ever be noticed in
Colby or Phillipsburg. —Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but | find shopping
tobeamixed blessing.

| really don’t do much of it — with the ex-
ception of when |’ m on vacation.

Somehow, vacations seem to be atimeto
throw cautiontothewind, and | succumbtoall
sortsof unplanned purchases. But then, | have
no oneto blamefor the credit-card bill except
myself.

Christmasshoppingisathing of the past for
me. And evenif I'mtempted, | findittoo dis-
couraging, not to mentiontiring.

The other day | wanted to buy afriend a
sweater asabirthday present.

That wasmy full intent as| purposely went
to a department store that had advertised tre-
mendous savings — even before Thanksgiv-
ing. About 10 stepsinside the door cured me
—onceagain.

Thechoiceof merchandisewasoverwhelm-
ing. | guess|’ mbecomingalittleclaustropho-
bic; it seemedlikel wasgoingto beswallowed
up by all theavailable stuff.

| looked around for about five minutes and
resorted to agift certificate from afairly non-
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burdened salesclerk.

The few short minutes | wasin the store |
heard a rather interesting exchange by a 30-
something couple. | surmisedthey werebegin-
ningtheir Christmasshopping. Youknow how
you are privy to many snippets of conversa-
tion from people you don’t know and will
never see again. Sometimesit is at the top of
their lungs asthey snip at each other or order
their children around.

Thisverbal exchange was not heated, nor
loud. It was rather matter-of-fact, carried on
as she continued to look at choices and he
trailed behind her.

As | thought about it later, | was rather
amused. It went something likethis:

She: “Doyoullikethispurse?’

He: | don't care.”
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Shopping can be a mix Issing

She: “Doyouthink your mother would like
it?’

He: “I don’t know. I’m not into this.”

She: “Well, thanksfor all your help.”

He: “What do you want from me?”’

She: “1 wishyou'd be moreinto helping.”

He: “What would you say if | asked you if
you liked afishing pole?Would you beinter-
estedatall?’

She: “Well, I'dtell youif | likeditat all.”

He: “Right! I'll bet!”

(Both exited stageright.)

Somehow | thought they both had good points.
Asan almost-forever single person, I’ ve never
understood“group” shopping. Maybethey com-
municate better in the store away from the TV,
but it seemslikeageneral plan could have been
formed beforethey hit the crowded store.

Ohwell. Likel saidbefore: “I find shopping
tobeamixedblessing.”

| think themandidtoo. Hewasn'tinterested
intheprocess(especially intheladies' depart-
ment), but probably would have been thefirst
tocomplainif hismother didn’t receiveadgift.
Next year, maybe she'll get afishing pole.

What'’s not W’s mandate

By Dick Morris

TheChristianright hassoughtto portray the
president’s re-election as a victory for their
moral agenda, claiming that it wasamandate
to curb abortion and to approvedraconian Su-
preme Court nominees.

Infact, thepresident’ svictory wasabout ter-
rorism, terrorism and terrorism. It was his
steady hand in Irag and his commitment to
battlethe" axisof evil” that won him asecond
term.

Theonly basisfor theassertionstying Presi-
dent Bush’swinto hisembrace of their social
agendais exit-polling dataindicating that 22
percent of thevoterscited“ moral” issuesasthe
basisfor their vote. But to tietheir comments
toabortion, whichwasnot anissue, rather than
to gay marriage, whichwasahugeissue, isa
misinterpretation of theinformation.

Theelectionhad nothingtodowithabortion.
Totheextent that moral issuesplayed apart, it
was the left’s overreaching on the gay-mar-
riageissuethat kindledamassiverebuttal from
theright and the center.

Thetruemoral message of thiselectionwas
nottousethejudicial orthelegislativeprocess
toenactamoral agenda— |eft or right—which
is out of step with the national consensus.
Those voters who opposed a Massachusetts
judgeand aSan Franciscomayor ratifyinggay
marriage arealso likely to oppose a president
and aSenatetryingtojam doctrinaire pro-life
justicesdown our national throat.

Second-term presidents frequently fail by
misinterpretingtheir victoriesasamandatefor
extremepolicies.Mostfamously, FDRused his
heavy 1936 mgjority totry to pack the Supreme
Court, amovethat cost himsuch national cred-
ibility that he was unable to pass important
prioritiesin hissecond term despite huge ma-
joritiesin Congress.

Bush canand should usehis* political capi-
tal” to presshisdomestic agendaof tax reform
and Social Security changes. Heiscourageous
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totackletheseissuesand, if hisproposalsare
wisely designed, will succeed.

But hewill not prevail if heplungeshimsel f
intoabattlefor thepro-lifeagenda. Fewer than
aquarter of all Americanswant abortiontobe
illegal. If Bush sguanders his capital on this
battle, he will not be able again to capture a
national mandate. Second-term presidents
wholosetheir popularity al solosetheir power.
Very quickly.

Onanother front, Bushhasmovedwisely to
replacehisCabinet withveteran WhiteHouse
staffers. Most presidentsrestock their Cabinet
with deputy or assistant or under secretaries
fromthesesameagencies, or just reshufflethe
deck of Cabinet members, giving them new
portfolios.

Both strategies are arecipe for losing con-
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trol. But by replacingthe Cabinet with hisstaff,
Bushhasmovedto holdincheck thesecentrifu-
gal tendencies and keep all of the executive
branchinhisdomain, not just theWhiteHouse
itself.

Bushisalsowisely interpreting hisre-elec-
tionasamandatetowininlragandtoincrease
pressureon North Koreaand Iran. Heisdoing
well in using his mandate to reshuffle the in-
telligence community — and should not take
amilitary or acongressional “no” for an an-
Swer.

But theabortion debateisaswampinwhich
a Republican president can lose his way anc
eviscerate his power while failing to accom-
plish hisagenda. Beware.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clintor
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
causeHeCould” about Bill Clinton. Copyright
2004 Dick Morris, All Rights Reserved. Dis-
tributed by Cagle Cartoons, Inc.
www. caglecartoons.com Call Cari Dawson
Bartley at (800) 696 7561 or e-mail:
cari@cagle.com. e-mail for Dick Morrisis
dmredding@aol.com
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BUT POES HE KNOW I'M
PANGEROUS?
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