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Genesis food bank helps people through the year

GENESIS, from Page 1

set up around town and food starts
pouringintothepantry at theUnited
Methodist Church fellowship hall.

“Onthefirst of November,” Ma
sonsaid, “thingsstart getting excit-
ing.”

Saturday, volunteers from 4-H
clubs, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts
will be out in force to gather food.
Starting at 9 a.m., people can leave
food infront of their homesfor the
kidsto pick up and taketo the pan-
try.

Food is collected for Christmas
baskets through events like the
Northwest Kansas Technical
College’s Halloween haunted
house. The students asked for
canned food or a $1 donation for
Genesisasadmission.

TheShermanTheatrerunsaspe-
cial matineeevery year, asking each
personfor acan of foodfor thepro-
gram.

Jordan said they get some dona-
tions from groups that forgo gift
exchanges in favor of food dona-

tions. They al so get cash donations
togo out and buy whatever ismiss-
ing for the baskets.

Along with food, Genesisin-
cludes Christmastoysintheir bas-
kets.Wal-Marthasset upan*angel”
tree with the age of girls and boys
who need giftshanging onthetree.
Someonecomesalongtocollectthe
toys and, Jordan said, Fred Studer
gathers and sometimes repairs
them. She said volunteers go
throughthetoysand makessurethe
they work, have batteries and are
ready for the baskets.

“Those baskets are wonderful
said Jordan. “ Peopleusually appre-
ciateit.”

Masonsaidthelistfor Christmas
baskets is checked and rechecked
each year to make sure everything
is correct and the families arein
need. Recipients get acard in the
mail |etting them know when and
whereto pick them up.

After the holiday food drives,
Genesis continues to help people
throughout theyear. Asof October,
Mason said, roughly 110 individu-

She’swalking again!
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family. She was sending out 300-
400 Christmas cards ayear before
she fell, he said. She would help
someone who was stranded along
the road and then they’d end up
sending each other cards.

Florence, awidow for sometime,
hasalwaysstayed busy. Shesaid her
husband, Gene Farris, was a me-
chanic and custom cutter. He has
been gonefor years, but she hasn’t
spent her time being lonely. Trav-
eling has been one of her passions.

“I’vebeeninto every state,” she
said. “ That wasmy goal.”

She said she has gone to
postmaster’s conventions every
year until thisyear, but shewouldn’t
say how long ago sheretired, say-
ing she didn’'t want anyone to be
ableto guessher age.

“I’m 39 and holding,” she as-
serted.

Her determinationmay havealot
to dowith her “miraculous’ recov-
ery. The therapists did a good job
with her, Tubbs said, but her own
motivation and dedication made a
difference.

Residents have been inspired by
that, Tubbsadded; moreof themare

Christmas
winner
gets $50
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givenout over thefour weeksof the
contest, for atotal of $500. Twelve
winning numberswill appearinads
on Tuesday, which means the first
nineshopperstobringtheirwinning
ticketstothenewspaper officehave
a chance to win up to $450. Num-
bers also will appear on Tuesday,
Dec. 14. Ticket numbers that are
drawnfor theinstant prizesare not
includedinthegrand prizedrawing.

All of the$50instant winnerswill
be given out during the month.

It'ssimple enough, but there are
afewrules.

« You must be 18 to participate.

« Employees of participating
businesses are not eligible at their
workplace, but can collect tickets
from other sponsors. Star-News
employeesarenot eligible.

« All prizeswill be awarded in
scrip, which canbespent at partici-
pating businesses.

» Thelast day to collect ticketsis
Friday, Dec. 17.

« Winners must be present at the
grand prize drawing and be ableto
show their winning ticket.

» Winners of major prizes must
provide their tax identification
number, and agree to be inter-
viewed and photographed for pub-
lication inthe newspaper.

Participating businesses are
Garcia’'s Home Furnishings and
Appliance, S& T Communications,
Elliott’s, Miller’s Electronics,
American Communications,
Mann’'sJewelry, Medical ArtsPhar-
macy, Knott Just Books, Mobile
Connections, Jacque's Hallmark,
Frontier Equity Exchange, Good-
land Greenline, McClung'sAppli-
ance, El Dorado, Kear’s Quality
Liquor, Eagle Cable TV and The
Star -News.

Internet tonight!
Call 899-2338

walkingwith assisted devicesnow.
Tubbs said she hopes that inspira-
tion spreads.

Sometimes there’'s a stigmathat
people come to a nursing hometo
wait for death, shesaid, but thecen-
ter ismuch more than that. People
can use the help available here to
recover and get out.

Besides the therapists, Tubbs
said, nurses and aides also helped
Florenceto becomemoreindepen-
dent with her day-to-day tasks.

Rick said he is proud of his
mother and isglad for the help she
hasreceivedfromthetherapistsand
also from Dr. Travis Daise. Here-
aly helped her, her son said.

alsor familieshad been helped this
year.

“We collect money to help pay
rent, utilities, etc.” said Jordan. “It's
an emergency operation. It's for
peoplethat fall throughthecracks.”

Alongwithmoney, food, clothes
andtoys, they collect bedding, mat-
tressesand other furniture.

Toqualify for helpthrough Gen-
esis, applicants must have livedin
town for six months. After receiv-
ing help, they must wait six months
beforethey ask again.

“We're an emergency organiza-
tion,” said Clark Jordan, Pat’shus-
band and Genesisco-director. “It's
not for everyday use.”

Mason said the program was
started in 1984. The Rev. Harry
Betts with the United Methodist
Church organized a group, Jordan
said, and raised thefirst $500.

“Genesiswasdevel opedwiththe
idea,” said Mason, “of local people
helping local people, and that’s
what | likeabout it.”

Local people are the only ones
who contributeto Genesisandthey
give out assistance only to needy
familiesin the county.

“Genesis is a Sherman County
organization,” said Jordan. “We
haveonly what thepeoplegiveus.”

She said at Genesis, they value
the trust the community has given
them and they try to keep every-
thing asjust aspossible.

“Wetry tobefair and honest with
everything,” Jordan said.

Thenamesof needy familiesare
passed on to them through direct
referralsand anonymoustips.

Although Genesis was founded
by thechurches, Masonsaid, every-
one helps out. Organizations in-
cluding Harvest America, the Elks
Lodge, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the Kiwanis, Rotary and Lions
clubs, 4-H, Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts, church youth groups, indi-
vidualsand many moreall pitchin.

Let the
Gorilla

help sell
vour stuff

L

If you're planning a garage sale,
be sure I1t’s In The Country Advocate

TheAdvocate. Just call or stop by and place your
ad. You'llbe surprised how easy itis, and how af-
fordable. You'll be surprised — and happy —
whenyour phone startsto ring or people show up

Invite the 900-pound Gorilla to help with your next
garage sale. You'llhave more customers, sellmore
stuff and make more money. That means more in
your pockets atthe end of the day, and less junk to

haul off to the dump.

How does it work? Simple. While the paper
reaches most families here in town, The Country
Advocate goes all over northwest Kansas. It
reaches 41,860 readers in 11 Kansas counties,
plus parts of three in Colorado and four in Ne-

braska.
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Woman devotes herself to others
helping with Salvation Army

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Childhood hardship fostered the spirit of giving
inaGoodlandwomanwho's beendevotedtohelp-
ing thelessfortunate.

Pat Jordan sayssheand her husband Clark repay
the help shereceived asachild from the Salvation
Army as the directors of the Army’s program in
town.

GrowingupinAlliance, Neb., shesaid, her fam-
ily got food and assistancefromthe SalvationArmy
when shewas5.

“I’venever forgottenthehelpthey gaveme,” she
says.

Jordan, now a diaconal minister in the United
Methodist Church, said she even attended church
withthe SalvationArmy. Asshegrew, shesaid, she
started tovolunteer for theorgani zation, attending
street meetings and hel ping out where she could.

“| grew up in the Salvation Army,” she said. “I
almost becamean officer.”

Jordansaidroughly 30yearsago, shenoticedthat
therewasnosimilar helpfor peoplehere, sosheap-
peal ed to the organization to come to town.

“| said, ‘We have nothing here,’” sherecalled,
and they signed her and Clark to head a program
here.

Since then, the pair has served as the Sherman
County directorsfor the Salvation Army. They do
thepaperwork, shesaid, and much of thefundrais-
ing. A representativefrom headquartersin Kansas
City comesby to help onceinawhileand they use
atoll-free number for questions, she said.

Jordan said the paperwork isnot too bad, but she
doessendinaninformation packet with eachreceipt.

“They back usreally well,” she said. “I’m not
really on my own.”

The couple can devote moretimeto the organi-
zation now that they are both retired from Good-
land Sheet Metal Co., aheating and air condition-
ing businessthey owned.

The Salvation Army’s major fund raiser is still
the traditional Christmas Red Kettle Campaign,
with volunteersringing bellsand collecting dona-
tionsin bucketsthrough the holidays. Jordan said
thereisnormally no shortage of volunteers, but she
and Clark do much of the bell ringing.

She said volunteersfrom the Northwest Kansas
Technical Collegetakealot of thelateshifts. Other
community organizations help out.

The money goesto help peoplein town and those
just passing through. She said they help travelersin
troubleif they need gas, food or aplaceto stay. Help
also can aso go to afamily that needs help paying
billsor making ends meet.

Tenyearsafter starting work with the Salvation
Army, Jordan hel ped found another program here,
Genesis.

A lot of what Genesisdoesdovetail swiththework
of the Salvation Army, shesaid, but, shesaid, Gen-
esisisonly for permanent residentsin Goodland.

“Genesisisentirely local,” shesaid.

Anyone interested in making a donation to the
Salvation Army can wait to see the kettles on the
street, Jordan said, or they can put acheck in the
envel opestuffedinsideof today’ spaper. Bell ring-
ing volunteers can call 899-5073to sign up.

Jordan says shereally enjoys hel ping others.

“I"'mglad,” shesaid, “that I’ ve been able to pay
back alot of what | got asachild.”

Thegrouphasenoughvolunteers
for the food drive Saturday, but
Masonsaidthey arestill looking for
help packingthe Christmasbaskets.
Thegroupwill meetat5p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 16, inthefellowship hall
at the Methodist Church.

That’'s why it's the 900-pound Gorilla of North-
west Kansas Advertising, reaching more
homes and more people than any other publi-
cation, broadcast station, cable system,
Internet page or advertising medium.

Reader afterreader hastried The Advocate for
their advertising. The results?
Stuff sells. People drive for milesto find a good
sale. They don’t want to walk away empty-
handed. The Gorilla works.

Hesaid Genesisowesitssuccess
to the community for the help and
trust it's received throughout the
years.

“This community,” Jordan
added, “isavery cooperative com-
munity. None of this could take

at your door.

It works.

Your newspaper makes it easy for you to be in

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2338

The Cauntry Advocate

But calltoday. Deadline for The Advocate is noon
Friday, ONE WEEK BEFORE a weekend sale.
Sure, you can get an ad in the paper later, but it
won’t be the same. Call the Gorilla.

place anywhereelse.”

If you' reinterested in contribut-
ing food or volunteering, call Jor-
dan at 899-5073. Peoplein need of
help or with information on others
inneed can call her aswell.




