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from our viewpoint...

New sheriff
getting fast start

Being sheriff isnot an easy job, and withindaysof taking
over thejob, Kevin Buttswasin thethick of things.

Hisofficeisinvestigating a shooting south of Goodland
where someonefired ashotgunat Tony O’ Neal inthefog.
Thevictimislucky to bealive, and Butts and his deputies
are questioning peopleto try to solve this attempted mur-
der.

At thesametime, the sheriff approached theanniversary
of thedisappearance of Jimmy McClellandwithanew per-
spective. Hebelievestherearepeoplewho cangivehimin-
formation to help solvethe case, and he'sasked the public
for help.

Sheriff Buttshasanswered many questionsabout thecase,
giving aclearer picture of the eventsthe night McClelland
disappeared.

Former Sheriff Doug Whitson believes McClelland | eft
the Peden farm on foot that night, but does not have idea
wheretheman might betoday. SomeclaimWhitsondidn’t
do everything that could be doneinthefirst day of thedis-
appearance, but there was no evidence of akilling, just a
missing person report. Most observers believe he covered
the areapretty thoroughly without finding McClelland.

Sheriff Butts, who was undersheriff then, sayseveryone
expected M cClellandto show upthat night or thenext morn-
ing, but now itishiscase, andheislookingatit moreclosely.

Hetalked to Jan McClelland, Jimmy’s mother, and told
her hewould try to find out what happened to her son.

After ayear, McClelland qualifiesasacold case, and it
will take new leadsto help the sheriff find someanswers.

Getting themissing man’ sphotoand namebeforethe pub-
licagain, and providing additional detailsof thedisappear-
ance, have helped.

Since a story was published last Tuesday, Butts said he
has had several callsfrom peoplewho may be ableto pro-
videadditional details.

Hehopesall the publicity which the story generateswill
stir upalead that will solvethemystery and givethefamily
closure.

McClelland’s disappearance was part of abusy year for
the sheriff’ sofficethat included themurder of KerrieBev-
ington by her husband Lanny on Dec. 28.

On Sept. 15, Lanny Bevington was found guilty of mur-
der inthesecond degreeand aggravated kidnapping. InOc-
tober, hewassent off tothe Department of Corrections, and
onNov. 9, hewastransferred to the medium security facil-
ity in Hutchison, the old state reformatory. He will spend
thefirst of many Christmasesbehind bars, whereheshould
beuntil at |east Jan. 2020.

Whether immy McClelland was murdered, died an ac-
cidental death or isinhiding, Sheriff Buttswantsananswer.
Every lead is being followed. Anyone who has any infor-
mationisurgedto called Sheriff Buttsat 899-4835. — Tom
Betz
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Learning Quest, tool to help your children

Happy holidays! Our homesarepackedwith
family, our refrigeratorsareoverflowing with
tasty treatsand our bank accountsareonfire!

Many of usareoccupiedwith celebratingthe
holidaysbut after all themerrimentiscomplete
and lifeisback on schedule, wewill soonreal -
izethat tax timeisjust acouple months away.

But | havegood news! Pleasedo not missthe
opportunity to lower your tax bill whilerais-
ing the aspirations of thechildreninyour life.
Investinal earning Quest account beforeDec.
31, toenjoy asizabletax deductionforthisyear.
Itonly costs$25amonth or alump sumof $500
toopenanaccountif youliveinKansas. There
isno enrollment fee and absol utely no annual
feefor Kansans.

Learning Quest isthe Kansas, 529-college
savings program established by the State of
Kansas, administered by the Kansas State
Treasurer’sofficeand professionally managed
by American Century | nvestments.

Learning Quest isacomprehensive educa-
tion savings program with some of the most
competitivefeaturesinthenation. Itallowsyou
tomakecontributionstoinvest for higher edu-
cation and offersimportant advantages.

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

Kansas taxpayers can receive a state ad-
justed grossincomedeductionof upto$2,000
per child for this year ($4,000 if married fil-
ing jointly) on contributions to Learning
Quest.

Thisbenefitisinadditionto thefederal and
state tax benefits of tax-deferred growth and
tax-freewithdrawal sfor qualified educational
expenses. Beginning January 1, the amount
you can deduct increases to $3,000 per child
per year ($6,000if married filing jointly).

Inadditiontothetax benefits, 529 plansof -
fer advantages over other college savings
tools. For instance, theaccount owner, not the
beneficiary, maintains control over the assets
in the account. Additionally, there are no in-
comelimits, and the contribution maximums
arehigh ($235,000 per beneficiary for Learn-
ing Quest).

L earning Quest offersother tax advantages.
Gift-tax benefitsfor 529 plans offer unparal-
|eled benefits. Contributionsto a529 plan are
completedgiftsandareeligibleforthe$11,000
annual gift tax exclusion. Gift tax-free contri-
butions of up to $55,000 ($110,000 for a
couple) can be made by spreading the contri-
bution over fiveyears(thisoptionisavailable
every fiveyears). Gifts can be excluded from
thegeneration skippingtransfer tax. For estate
tax planning purposes, contributions reduce
the account owner’s estate, but the account
owner retains control over those assets.

A Learning Quest account will benefit you
and thechildreninyour life. To find out more
about theprogram, pleasevisit <www.kansas-
statetreasurer.com> or call 1-800-579-2203.
Besuretoregister towinoneof thetwo $5,000
Learning Quest accounts that will be given
away. Entries are accepted until Dec. 31, and
opentoany U.S. resident.

M easehaveasafeand happy holiday season!
I hopeitisfull of family, friendsand laughter.
Itisan honor to serve asyour State Treasurer.
Pleasecontact meif thereisanythingthat | can
doforyou.

Time to restate function, purpose of bureau

TotheEditor:

In severa recent articlesin The Goodland- |

Star News, comments about the Sherman
County Conventionand VisitorsBureau have

appeared and perhaps now isagood timeto |= e

refresheverybody’sknowledgeabout thefunc-
tionand purpose of the bureau.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau was
formed many yearsagofor thepurposeof levy-
ingatrans ent guest tax onthosewhostay over-
nightinlodgingfacilitiesin Sherman County.
Thistax of 3 percentistobeusedtoencourage
otherstostay overnightin Sherman County. In
theindustry, thisisreferred to “ putting heads
on beds.” Thistax iscollected by thelodging
facilitiesand sentonaregular basistothestate.
The state then returnsthe county’ s portion.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau board
iscomprisedof 10individuals, withthemajor-
ity of the membersfrom thelodging industry
if possible. The remaining membersarefrom
various backgrounds with the focus on tour-
ism.

For many years, thevisitorsbureau, Cham-
ber of Commerce, and economic devel opment
were housed under the same roof and shared
some staffing. During this time the visitors
bureau was spending over 40 percent of itsto-
tal budget tothe Chamber for rent, salariesand
other office expenses. In 2002, the visitors
bureau set up itsown office on Main Avenue.
Thisallowed theboardtoincreaseitsmarket-
ing budget from 25 percent to 60 percent of the
total budget.

Although the focus of the Convention and
VisitorsBureauisfor overnightlodging, these
sameovernight guests spend money for food,
gas, souvenirsand other miscellaneousitems.
Usingthestateformul g, theseovernight guests

from our
readers

® to the editor

forfuel, food, shopping, or vehiclerepairs. The
advertising the visitors bureau does includes
attractions, eventsand other pointsof interest
in an attempt to attract and get people from
outsidetheareato stop. With around 150,000
vehiclesper year stopping at the Travel Infor-
mation Center west of Goodland, it's a good
guessmany of thesevehiclesdo stopin Good-
land for any number of the services.

To entice the traveler to stop, the visitors

bureau pays for seven billboards; from
Lawrenceto the Colorado border.

Throughitsmembershipinvariousstateand
regional tourism groups, the bureau workstc
cover alarge multi-state area to attract more
peopleto Goodland and Sherman County. The
boardisproud of thework it hasaccomplishec
in bringing business to Goodland, Sherman
County and northwest Kansas.

DaleNsill

Goodland

Editor’'sNote: Mr. Neill ischairman of the
ConventionandVisitorsBureauboard, but says
hewrotethisletter asanindividual and not in
hisofficial capacity, not asarepresentative of
theboard.

NOT ONLY

DO THese
VENDING MACHINES
CONTRIBUTE TO
: CHILDHOOD
g N\ OBESITY..

THey

T LOW CARB
HEALTH

SNACKS

A ADDICTIVE.

I APPEARTO %R

"CAFETERIAT

Ao ¥

| A

add over $6 millionto Goodland'seconomy. =2 © 7 =7
Thisnumber doesnotincludethosewhostop Oo4 %BT@ TN T
garfield
7] 1 Love THis L |20l T cookies...PRESENTS... §| MORE
o ¢ TIME OF WEAR )|, - - COOKIES...FAMILY... | J|COOKIES... ALL THE
_ g _Lk COOKIES... £ COOKIES P!

stributed by Universal Press Syndicate

| > [ o]

O/O/ o o
N7

 Di

%M VA?I.’% 12-7




