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Today
* Sunset, 4:23 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:54 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:23 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 32 degrees
* Humidity 53 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds southeast 8 mph.
+ Barometer 29.70 inches
and steady
* Record High today 74° (1923)
*Record Low today -9° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 40°
Low Sunday 23°

Precipitation .02
This month .02
Year to date 21.38
Normal 19.46

The Topside Forecast
Today: mostly sunny, high near
48, low near 25, winds south 7-11
mph. Wednesday: partly cloudy,
high around 54, low around 28,
winds northwest 6-10 changing to
the southwest.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: mostly sunny, high
around 58, low around 26. Friday:
mostly sunny, higharound 58, low
near 27. Saturday: mostly sunny,

high near 63, low around 25.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.11 bushel
Posted county price — $3.18
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.88 bushel
Posted county price — $1.71
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.56 bushel
Soybeans — $4.68 bushel
Posted county price — $4.68
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet— $6.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.75 cwit.
NuSun — $12.85 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwi.
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Cowboys
win opener

Senior Lane Winter (No.
21) scored two of his 17
points during the second
half ofthe Cowboyswin over
the Imperial, Neb., Chase
County Longhorns, (62-39),
Friday at Max Jones Field-
house. Story, photoon Page
12a.

Goodland family suffers tragedy

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A murder-suicidetook thelivesof
two long-time Goodland residents
Sunday.

Richard, 75, and Donna, 69, Hurd
werefounddead at their homeat 102
Broadway around 8:35 p.m.

Their grandson, Chris, discov-
ered thebodiesand called policeto
thescene.

Goodland PaoliceChief Ray Smee
saidthetwodied of gunshot wounds
and the preliminary data points to
Richard taking Donna’s life and
then hisown.

“Incaseslikethis,” hesaid, “there
isjust not alot of information.”

Chief Smee said detectiveswere
still unsure of what actually hap-
pened and with no witnesses they
may never know thewhole story.

“With this type of situation,” he
said, “dl your witnessesaregone, so

| don’t speculateat al.”

Richard Hurd, athird generation
residentbornandraisedin Sherman
County, wasaretired partssalesman
for Shores BrosAuto Supply.

Hisfirst cousin CurtisHurd said
Richard wasafriend of everybody.

“Hewasaveryjovia person,” he
added, “ helovedtovisit.”

Richard was aNavy veteran and
amember of theVeteransof Foreign
Wars.

Although Richard was suffering
fromdiabetesand had recently gone
to Haysfor aminor surgery, Curtis
saidthecoupleseemedtobehedlthy.

“Asfarasl know,” hesaid,“ They
werein pretty good health.”

He said he spoke with Richard
only afew daysbeforetheshooting
and hedidn’t noticeanything out of
theordinary.

“Hedidn’t seemto be upset over
anything,” Curtissaid.

Donna(Hayden) Hurdwasbornin
Sherman County to Charles and
ElvertineHayden. Thefamily lived
inWallace County but shegraduated
from Goodland High School in 1953.

Hurd worked for several law of -
fices and then in the county
treasurer’s office until her retire-
ment last December.

“Theywereenjoyingretirement,”
said Hurd's former co-worker and
newly elected county treasurer Iris
Scheopner.

Hurd'’s older sister Charlene
(Hayden) Kramer said she liked
workingfor thecounty, butthelong
dayswere hard.

“ Sheenjoyedworking,” shesaid,
“but shewas getting tired.”

Scheopner said Hurd still worked
intheofficetofill insometimesand
waseven hel ping out withtaxeslast
month.

“She was real easy going,” re-

membered Scheopner. “ She had a
good sense of humor.”

“Shewasa wayspleasant,” added
Shelby Miller, Hurd's former boss
and county treasurer. “Everyone
liked to work with her.”

She said everyone at the office
was shocked to hear the newssince
they had seen Hurd so recently.

“We're just devastated in here,”
shesaid.

Kramer said Richard and Donna
wenttochurchevery Saturday night
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Church. She said Donna
was involved with the Goodland
ArtsCouncil, too.

Chief Smee said the Goodland
Police Department, the Sherman
County Sheriff’s Department and
theKansasBureauof Investigations
wereall investigating the case.

Hesaid on Monday almost all of
the family had been notified of the

shootingandtheHurd’ ssonsTim, of
Raymore, Mo.,and Mike, of Kansas
City, Mo., wereontheirway totown.

Kramer said she hadn’t spoken tc
many family members, but she knew
everyonewasshockedat theshooting.

“I’m so shocked myself,” she
said. “I can't believeit.”

Shesaid ChrisHurd, thegrandson
whodiscoveredthebodies, wasstill
very upset Monday. Hurd isanew
student in the automotive technol-
ogy program at Northwest Kansas
Technical College.

“Their grandson is broken up,”
shesaid. “Hecan'ttalk.”

The couple had been married for
50 years and had two sons, one
grandson and one great-grandson.

“She was a wonderful mother,
grandmother and great-grand-
mother,” said Kramer. “ Everybody
whoknew Donnaloved her. Shewas
avery lovableperson.”

Kids collect food for Genesis baskets

By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News

With over 100 Christmas baskets

tofill for Genesisthisyear, members |

from youth groups and area 4-H
clubsfanned out acrossGoodlandto
pick up donati onsSaturday morning.

A mix of kids from first grade |&s
throughhighschool loadedintovans |

and pick-ups and went out to their

designated areas. Each group was | :

assignedablock marked out onabig
map at thefellowship hall.

The groups scanned every porch
along the route and picked up the

bright blue or white bags that were §

left out.
For one group of young boys,
pickingupfoodwasafunadventure.

All of theboyspiled out of thetruck .

they weretravelingin at each porch

andhelpedeachother carry thesacks i

of food.

Thesackswerefilledwithholiday
foods, fromgreenbeansand stuffing
totasty holiday treats.

“This one has marshmallows!”
exclaimed one of the boys. They
looked through each bag and excit-
edly picked outitemsthey especially
liked.

Asthegroup picked up more and
more bags, they realized their drive
would be asuccess.

“Doesthat ook likeenoughtofill
100baskets,” wondered Genesisco-
director Pat Jordan as the food
pouredintothefellowshiphall at the
First United Methodist Church.

Clark Jordan, Pat’s husband and
co-director of Genesis, said he
thought it might beenough after they
bought afew moreperishableitems.

The two said the food driveis
where they get the majority of the
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Cy Paxton (above, left), lan Bonsall (middle) and Zach Miller helped each other
carry sacks of food left on doorsteps for Genesis Saturday morning. Gage
Owens (left) and Paxton strained to carry a particularly large sack full of food

down the steps to fill up the Genesis Christmas baskets.
Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

food that goesinto the baskets.
Genesis collects food to go into
their pantry for theneedy throughout

chickentothe pantry al year.

the year. Picnic in the Park also donates  fortheir hardwork with hot cocoa, dough-
nutsand afunsnowball fight after achilly
The young volunteers were rewarded  morning of food collection.

Lovington leaves Prevention Center position

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Married to her job for six years,
CrisLovingtonhasgottenadivorce.

It's not that she no :
longer lovesthework, she
says; she simply wantsto
try something new.

Afterdevotinghertime,
personally and profession-
aly, to the Regional Pre-
vention Center andrel ated
causes for the past six
years, Lovington started
Monday asateachers aide
for speechtherapy for West Elemen-
tary School and the Head Start pre-
school.

Lovington said she wanted to
havetimetotakecollegeclassesand
work toward a degree, but she still
plansto beinvolvedinthecommu-
nity. She just has to decide how
much shecan dowithout forgetting
her personal goals.

When talking about her pet
causes, though, she seemsto have
some separation anxiety.

Lovington and her husband Art
will continueto be sponsorsfor the
Motivation, Achievement, Success
Youth Group (MAYS), and she will
continue to help with GRACE, a

Lovington

club at Goodland High School to
help girls assert themselves and
show prideintheir culture.

Shewill continueontheHispanic
Advisory Board, which
will start thenew year with
anew name as the Target
Area Council of Harvest
America, andshewill con-
tinue to attend the Sher-
man County Community
Partners Coalition meet-
ings.

Asfor other groupsand
activities, Lovington
wants to be involved as much as
possible but will have to make
choices.

“1"ve become involved with so
many things with the prevention
center that it'shardtolet go,” Lov-
ingtonsaid. “| havetoberealisticto
docollege; | can'tdothemall.”

It has been hard trying to decide,
shesaid, adding shehad madealist
of thingsshewasinvolvedinandhas
beenlooking at how muchtimethey
taketo decidewhat needsto be cut.

Lovington'sjobat theprevention
center hasinvolvedteaching parents
how to talk to their children about
drugandal cohol abuseandtobacco
use and to be aware of what their

childrenareinvolvedin.

Whenshefirst startedthejob, she
thought the brochures on parenting
sounded corny. Shedecidedtotryit
on her ownfamily in order to know
if itworks.

“1 applied it to my family,” she
said, “anditworks. There’' snoguar-
antee your kidswon’t get involved
withalcohol or drugs, but youknow
howtohandleitandtokeepthelines
of communication open.”

Theprevention center hasvideos
and other resourcestohelpfamilies
to prevent unhealthy behavior and
holdsPrimefor Lifeclasses, where
first-time offenders learn the facts
about alcohol and drug abuse. It’s
not “preachy,” Lovington said, but
helps them to see where they are
witharisk of developingal coholism
and make adecision about whether
they want torisk it or not.

Besides believing in the impor-
tance of preventing substance
abuse, especially among youths,
Lovington takes to heart several
causes related to raising children
who are healthy mentally and emo-
tionally. ShebelievesingivingHis-
panic peopleavoiceinthecommu-
nity, especially by helping those
whodon't speak Englishtofindthe

resourcesthey need.

Lovingtonsaidalot of thingsshe
was involved in people thought
were part of the prevention center
because shewasthere.

“They weren't,” shesaid. “I just
did them because | wanted to.
Maybel needtostopbelievinginso
many things.”

Lovingtonsaidclosesttoher heart
istheyouthgroup, whichwill beher
no. 1 priority in her community ac-
tivities. The advisory board will be
no. 2, shesaid.

For the others, Lovington said,
she will help when she can. She
plans to keep her daughter Olivia,
17, involved.

“1 want her tograsphow tobein-
volved in her community when
she'solder,” Crissaid.

Lovingtonsaidshe' sexcitedtobe
teaching younger kids, to do some-
thing new and to have different
hours, toget off at 3p.m., havesum-
mers off and holiday breaks.

“1 don't know why | didn’t think
of thissooner,” shesaid.

But then she will have to have
thingsto do during the breaks, add-
ing she planned to spend her week
off between jobscleaning housebut
it only took two days.

“1 couldn’t believe how soon |
wasdone,” shesaid.

Lovington said some people
thought she took the new job for
money, butitactually involved apay
cut.

Lovingtontook classesinnursing
at Colby Community College but
doesn’t haveadegree. Shecouldn't
continue with school for personal
reasons. But now her children are
older — besides Olivia, she has
son, Andrew, who is an assistant
manager at PizzaHut.

Shedoesn’t wantto havetoleave
school now. Shehopesto earnade-
gree in counseling and be able tc
helpfamilies, and shewantsto set e
good examplefor young people.

Lovington will help with
GRACE, but if sheisgoing to tell
kidsto stay in school, she needsto
do that herself.

Previoudy, shehasused herself as
an exampl e of what she wishes she
had done.

“A‘whatif?” shesaid.

Lovington couldn’t take classes
whileworking at thepreventioncen-
ter becauseof theevening hoursanc
traveling she had to do for thejob.

See LOVINGTON, Page 9a



