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from our viewpoint...

What Is going on
behind those doors?

They arerefereed to by government people as* executive ses-
sions,” but that just meansthey have closed the doors so the pub-
lic can’t know what’sbeing said.

Kansaslaw providessomevery narrow limitsonwhenagovern-
ment agency can closethe public out of discussions. Thelaw says
the board, commission or council can close the doorsiif they are
discussing legal matterswith their attorney, purchase of real prop-
erty, affairs of non-elected personnel and discussionswith acom-
pany whereprivatefinancial or businesssecretsmight berevealed.

Themost-used exemptionistheonefor personnel, andthelaw
specifically saysthat it appliesonly to non-elected employees.

Monday night, the Goodland City Commission went behind
closed doors to chastise one its members, which is not allowed
under the law. The commission memberswere complaining be-
hindthosecl osed doorsthat Commissioner Dean Blumehadtalked
tothenewspaper about what wassai d at apreviousclosed session.

Blumewasnot theonly commissioner who talked totheeditor
after that session, and thereis nothing in Kansaslaw which pre-
ventsanyonefrom talking about what issaid in aclosed session.
It'suptothosepresent whether they talk publicly about what went
on. If other commissionersdidn’t likeit, they were bound to say
soinpublic, notinaclosed meeting.

Commissioner Blume chose to talk about the closed session
because he was frustrated by the lack of action on the city
manager’ssaary.

Theproblem with the closed sessionsisthat theonly thing the
commission had to discusswasthe amount of raiseto offer City
Manager Ron Pickman. The contract was adopted last year and
wasfortwoyearswithanautomatictwo-year extension. Theonly
part to bereviewed annually ispay.

Thisyear, however, thecity commission complicated theproblem
by approving a75-cents-an-hour raisefor al full-timecity employ-
ees, then approved asmal ler raise of $1,000 for the city manager.

City Attorney Perry Warrenwasexplaining tothecommission
behind closed doorsthat themanager’ scontract hasaclausewhich
says he will receive the same raises provided to other full time
city employees. Thegeneral employeeraiseisworth$1,560ayear
beginning in January.

Last year, the commissioners approved a $100 amonth raise
for Pickman, telling him they could not give him alarger raise
because of the budget problems, but promising they would make
upforitthisyear.

ThedecisiononMonday may haveleft Pickmanlooking at his
optionsandwonderingif thesomeoneistryingtogethimtoleave.

In closed session, the commissioners apparently misfigured
what a 75-cents-an-hour raise was worth and came up with the
$1,000figure. Not wantingto admit they madeamistake, thecom-
mission staked out the position that they would only authorize
the $1,000 they had said they were going to approve on Nov. 1,
though no motion was made.

All thisover $560, anditisnowonder Blumewasfrustrated as
meeting after meeting went by without adecision being made.

Closed sessionshavetheir place as narrowly defined by state
law, but they are not supposed to be either an excuseto chew out
an elected official or ameansto delay simple decisions.

Using closed sessions this way makes government decisions
moresuspect tothepublic, and givestheappearancethat thecom-
mission or board isnot ableto face up to the dutiesand responsi-
bilities of elected office.

That’snoway torunacity.— Tom Betz
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| am fascinated by what | read

| don’t know about you, but | liketo read.

| often wonder how | might be ableto stand
itif I lost my eyesight. Television would be-
come radio, and books would be lost com-
pletely to me— unless| could learn Braille.

Besides—televisioncanbeentertaining, but
not asasteady diet with noreprieves.

Becausemy majorincollegewasinEnglish,
| find myself fascinated with authors' writing
styles.

Someonehassaidthat thereis* nothing new
under the sun.” Isn’t that from the Bible?
Ecclesiastes, | think.

Even concedingthat might betrue, I still find
thingsin my reading which jump right off the
page at me because of the fresh way they’'re
written.

For instance:

From St. Valentine's Night by Andrew M.
Greeley: “He was a (heck) of alot of fun, a
never-a-dull-moment kind of guy.”

ByV.C.AndrewsinRain; “If wedidn'thave
our memories, wewouldn’'t haveadoorway of
escape.”

In the book Ragtime by E. L. Doctorow
(1974), there are no quotation marks when
peoplespeak. It makesfor interesting reading.

Fromalecture: “Whenyoudancewithabear,

lorna

® commentary

you don't just dance until you're tired. You
danceuntil the bear getstired.” (bear = God)

FromFarewell,|I’mBoundtoLeaveYouby
Fred Chappell: “ Our talk fastened upon reli-
gion. My grandmother had amonstroussweet
tooth for sanctified chatter.”

By JohnKellermanin TheConspiracy Club
— “On Friday, serious rain arrived, frigid,
unannounced, relentlessasamilitary assault.
Overtaxed storm drainsbacked up, and some
regionsof thecity wereassailed by filth. Auto
collisions played a drumbeat on tight urban
skin. Theair smelledlikemercurochrome. The
docks at the harbor grew dlick with accumu-
lated slapsof oily lakewater, boatsrocked and
sank, and unshaven meninknit capsandwad-
ersretired to dark bars to drink themselves
senseless.”

A woman who didn’t talk much described
herself: “1 fill my own spacewithakind of in-
audible loudness” (Happy All the Time by

Laurie Colwin.)

“We need a new definition of holiness for
timesinwhich religionisn't relevant” (again
from Happy All the Time by Laurie Colwin,)

“Thestorm haditssleevesrolled up, itscol-
lar unbuttoned, and itstie hanging loose. Go-
ing for atwo-footer” (Kathy Reichsin Mon-
day Mourning.)

From The Oath by John Lescroart:
“Glitsky’sgazewould havefrozenflame.”

Again from Farewell, I’'m Bound to Leave
You by Fred Chappell about astory sprinkled
withprofanity: “Itwasonly amild spring-scal -
liontypeof profanity, nothing liketheraw hot
Spanish-onion oaths that have lately become
so common apart of discourse.”

There are many timeswhen | wish | could
write colorful descriptions like those. But |
rationalizethat | just don’t havethetime. (And
writing takesmuch moretimethanyouwould
imagine.)

Then when | do havetime, I’'m not in the
mood to write.

Guess| wasmeant to bean “ appreciator” of
other peopl €' sterminol ogy i nstead of aserious
writer myself.

Isn’'t it wonderful that the world is big
enough for both types?

Puerto Rico was beautiful; not the trip home

| went to Oklahoma City for my weddingin
October and then my husband Patrick and |
flew out for our honeymoon in Puerto Rico.
Althoughtheflight waslong, theway out was
fun and exciting since we were seeing anew
place.

Puerto Rico was beautiful. The ocean, the
peopleand theatmospherewereall great. Our
vacation wasjust what it promised to be, that
is, until theride home.

Everything was smooth in the San Juan,
PuertoRico, airportandtheflightintoOrlando,
Fla. wasgreat.

Dueto amechanical error, the plane out of
Floridawasdelayed whichset usdowninDal-
las, Texas, 45 minutes past schedule, but only
10minuteslatefor our flight back to Oklahoma
City.

A ten-minute miss put us on “priority”
standby for aflight leaving an hour and a half
later, but it wasfull. (And by “priority,” they
mean number 19 and 20 on along list of other
stranded passengers).

The next flight was aso full, but we got on
and madeit home.

The over four hour wait in the airport was
roughly the time it would have taken Patrick
and me to rent a car and drive home. Instead
wesat inanairport and waited.

Thedelay isnot what angered methemost.
I can keep myself busy with a good book as
longastheairlineiswillingtoadmittheir mis-
take and compensate mefor my time.

Why doairlinesthink they can dowhatever
they want and ignorethe customer?

Itwastheir faultwelandedin Dallaslate, and
they didn’t bat an eye or attempt to apol ogi ze.
We went to the counter to complain, the lady
never madeeyecontact and repeatedthesame
flight information over and over. They never
apol ogized.

kathryn
burke
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While waiting for the first flight to Okla-
homa City, the ticket counter announced that
the airline was offering $250 travel vouchers
for peoplewilling to giveuptheir seats.

People who willingly give up their seats
weregivenhugerewardswhilethey forcedme
to give up my seat and gave me nothing. The
ticketlady didn’t seetheinjusticeinthat either
when | brought it to her attention.

So we waited some more. We were in the
airport long enough to need to eat, but even
McDonald’s has marked up pricesfor airport
food. Each*value’

basisdea withit?

| think if someonefelttheragel felt that Fri-
day once or twiceamonth, theairlines shoul
stopfearingterroristsandlook totheir custom-
ers.

Theonly recoursel haveisto stop flying on
that airline and tell my friends. The airlines
complained and complained after 9/11 about
how no onewas using their services, but now
that traffic has picked up, they havedecided to
mistreat thesamecustomersthey werebegging
for.

Instead of treating us with the courtesy we
deserved, the airline placed the burden on us
to prove our case to them. Only after awell-
written letter by Patrick did wereceivea$40C
travel voucher for our troubles. But | won't
forget that Friday afternoonfor alongtime, and
youwon't see metraveling by plane soon.

meal ishigher by at
least$landthe39- £z
cent hamburgers ¢
areupto $1.09!

Trapped in the F
airport, we are at
the mercy of their
whim.

| wassoangry at
one point that |
wondered what
people who fly
regularly feel. The
few flights I've
taken in my life
were delayed or
slowedforonerea-
son or another.
How do people
whoencounterthis (7%
pain on aregular
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.JusT A MINVIE
THERE.. WHERE'S
MY MISSioN
ACCOMPLISHED
ACTION FIGURE?

garfield

50, GARFIELD, 1S SANTA
GOING TO BRING YO0 LOTS
OF PRESENTS THIS YEAR?
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WE HAVE A
CONTRACT
AND 1 HAVE

A GOOD
LAWSYER
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