By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Warm houses decked out in the
holiday’sfinest opened their doors
Sunday for the fourth Holiday
HomeTour sponsored by theGood-
land Arts Council.

The three homes on the tour
started receiving visitors about 1
p.m., giving people apeek at high-
classholiday decorationsand some
pretty nice houses.

The 3,000 square foot home of
Terry and Marilyn Imel, 716
Grandview Lane, was opened up
for visitorson all threelevels.

Tour hostssaidthehouse, custom
built in 1992, was decorated in
“campaign” style, namedfromwar-
ring times when soldiers went out
on “campaigns” regularly and
brought back different stylesof de-
cor.

Thehousewasdecked outwitha
gigantic poinsettia, and the tables
were set for aholiday feast.

Visitors were taken through the
study, main living room, dining
room, kitchen, bathroom and mas-
ter bedroom on thefirst floor.

The master bedroom featured a
privatepatio and an adj oining bath-
room complete with a whirlpool
tub.

Therest of thehousefeaturedtwo
bedrooms and bath upstairs and a
living room, workout room and
bathroom in the basement.

Thetour continuedintothehome
of Darin and JonaNeufeld, 659 W.
31st.

The family’s large kitchen was
roomy enough for aseating areato
thesideand alargedining table.

Hot appl ecider and cookieswere
served towarmvisitorsup.

The house featured abig master
bedroom with alarge bath and
whirlpool tub.

The children’s rooms upstairs
were decked out, pink inthegirl’s
room and snacks for Santain the
boys'.

Downstairs, thehousefeatureda
bedroom, abathroom, an officeand
alarge family room. A Christmas
treewasset upinthebasement, and
festivelightslined thewindow.

Tour host Darin Neufeld said he
had taken one of the downstairs
windowsandenlargedit, installing

Family struggles after tragedy strikes

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
Closure has been hard to find for
the family of two murder-suicide
victims, Richard, 75, and Donna, 69,
Hurd, who werefound dead at their
home, 102 Broadway, Sunday night.
Goodland Police Chief Ray
Smeesaidtheinvestigationisongo-
ing, but sincethey can't speak tothe
victims, they can only guess.
“1’m not going to comment on
speculation,” hesaid.
Donnawasshot twicewitha9mm
pistol and police believe Richard
turned the gun on himself. The bod-
ieswerefoundaround8:30p.m. Sun-

bricked shelveswith herbsplanted
in each that rose up to the ground.
Hesaid hebuilt thewindow well to
provideabetter escaperouteincase
of an emergency, and the terraces
were installed to avoid having a
plain metal window well.

Thethird stop onthetour wasthe
home of Fred and Jeanie Schields,
7315K-27.

Thehouse, amix of Victorianand
Tudor styles, isjust east of thehigh-
way, guarded by along row of trees
planted to the north and afew trees
throughout thefront yard.

Work onthehousewasstartedin
1948, but said Jeanie Schields, it
wasn't finished until 1950.

On the inside, the front door
opens up to the stairway ahead, a
living roomto theleft and adining
roomtotheright. A tableplacedin
the hallway was decked out for
Christmas, and alargetreeloomed
inthe corner of theliving room.

A faux fireplace in the living
room wasfilled with candles, add-
ing aglow to theroom. Thedining
room led into a kitchen complete
withthe custom built cabinets. An-
other smaller diningroomattached
to the kitchen, a bathroom and an
officewithabuilt-inbar completed
thefirst floor.

Upstairs, thehome'soriginal tub
and counter were in the bathroom,
flanked by three bedroomsand the
master bed and bath. Downstairs,
thebasement featured alargeliving
room, game room with pool table,
bedroom and bathroom. A back
staircasethat |led uptothefirst floor
near the back door originally was
used by farm handsfor accesstothe
downstairs bathroom, said Wayne
Deeds, Jeani€'sfather.

Even the Schields' dogslivein
luxury inaminiaturedog houserep-
licaof themain house.

Each house wasfilled with visi-
tors, and volunteersfromthe coun-
cil gave tours or answered ques-
tions.

Followingthetour, the Carnegie
Arts Center was open for a social
hour with cheese and crackers,
cookies, nuts, cider and punch. Visi-
torsshoppedthecenter’sChristmas
gift shop and checked out the new-
est gallery show, featuringthework
of Goodland artists.

day by thecoupl€ sgrandson, Chris.

The couple's sons, Tim, of Ray-
more, Mo., and Mike, KansasCity,
Mo., remembered their parentsfor
their love of family.

“They loved their grandchil-
dren,” saidMike. “Family wasabig
priority.”

Tim said his father was friends
with everyone.

“Hewasvery outgoing,” hesaid.
“Hewasvery friendly and heloved
tovisit.”

Richard was born in 1929 in
Goodland to Wanda and Lowell
Hurd. He grew up as the family’s
third generationin Sherman County

goddland

Home tour highlights luxury
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Chamber approves

i next year’s budget

$1,500.

Lastyear, notincluding adver-
tisement, the Chamber spent
$1,493 on the festival, which
board members agreed they
could stick tofor next year.

Chamber President Donna
Swager said she has asked the
Convention and VisitorsBureau
for some help with the festival
fromtheguest tax the hotel scol -
lect over theweekend.

“1 don’t know what is gener-
ated by Flatlanders,” she said,
“but | think it should go back in
for next year.”

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

After workingfor thepast few
yearsand coming closeto climb-
ing out of a budget hole, the
Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce board is working to
avoid adeficit again next year.

Encountering some hard luck
this year, the Chamber failed to
raiseenoughmoney topay forthe
Freedom Fest fireworksand has
faced financial problemssince.

Board members appealed to
Sherman County commission-
ers, receiving another $350 to

help pay for the event this year Drastic cuts also were taken

and acommitment of $2,500for from the Chamber’s advertising

next year. fund. The budgeted $4,000 al-
Theboard plansto go back to  ready was $300 |ess than what

the City Commission on Mon- was spent thisyear, but that was

day, Dec. 20, for alarger contri- cutinhalf.

bution next year. Swager disagreed withthecut,

In ameeting Tuesday, Cham-
ber board members agreed to
speak with city commissioners
individually to plead their case.

They are proposing athree-
way split between the county,
city and Chamber.

For the Chamber’sthird, they
will try to get service organiza-
tionsto contribute.

Ken Clouse, a board member
and president of the Northwest
Kansas Technical College, said
they should start looking for con-
tributions soon.

Evenif it getsextramoney for
the event, though, the Chamber
still faces budget problems for

saying advertisingwasoneof the
benefits they extend to their
members.

Linin said they could try for
fewer, but moretargeted, adver-
tisementstoget themost fromthe
smaller budget.

Board members agreed that if
they raised more money, they
could increase spending on ad-
vertisement.

Tofill thegap, Chamber board
memberswill try torecruit more
businessestojoin the group.

They already have four new
memberssigned up for next year
and Warden said they need ato-
tal of 44 to meet the originally

next year. proposed budget, lessfor there-
Chamber board membersre- vised edition.
viewed a proposed budget and  “Can we generate those kinds
approved arevised edition that  of duesthisyear?’ asked Clouse.
strives to keep the organization  “Ithinkwecan,” Wardenreplied.
out of thered. “We have no other choice but
“1"m not comfortable budget- to get 44 new members,” Kizer
ingadeficityear,” saidBrianLi- said. “I think that’sagood chal-
nin, aboardmember andchief fi- lengefor us.”

nancial officer with Frontier Eg- Linin, co-chairman of the

The fourth Holiday Home Tour sponsored by the Goodland Arts
Council took visitors out to the home of Fred and Jeanie Schields,
7315 K-27, Sunday, where Jeanie (right) described some of the
finer points of her home to Charla Miller (left). Visitors toured the
homes of Terry and Marilyn Imel, 716 Grandview Lane, and Darin
and Jona Neufeld, 659 W. 31st, and then went back to the center

uity Exchange.

Tremon Kizer, Goodland
schools band director, said the
Chamber isworkingtoget out of
debt, but to remember they went
into last year with adeficit.

Chamber membership commit-
tee, said the group agreed to up-
dateinformation packetsfor visi-
tors, new businesses, former
membersand businessthat have
never been members.

for cider and treats.

andgraduatedfromhighschool here
in1947. After school heentered the
Navy, served on an aircraft carrier
and later joined theAir Force.

“Hehad alot of interest in mili-
tary history,” said Mike. “He en-
joyed reading booksabout military
history.”

Richardmarried Donna(Hayden)
in 1955. They had two sons, two
grandsons, one granddaughter and
onegreat-granddaughter.

Richardworkedfor severd automo-
tive parts stores, finding ahome at
Shores Bros Auto Supply where he
wasmanager whenheretiredat age62.

Hewasamember of theVeterans

X-Pressos need to raise $9,000

TheX-Pressosshow choirhastwo  call Berlsat thehigh school at 899-

months to raise about $9,000. And
thegroupisaskingfor helptodoit.

Thegroup put outacall for book-
ingsin September and by Wednes-
day had raised $2,400 of the
$11,000 needed. The group has
been busy this month but doesn’t
have much scheduled after that,
Director Randy Berlssaid.

Any group or organization that
needsentertainment andwouldlike
tohelpthechoir raisesmoney should

5656 to set up atime.

The group is preparing for the
2005 National Showchoir Compe-
tition, he said, set for March 17-20
in Branson, Mo. Last year in May,
hesaid, the X-Pressoscompetedin
Denver against choirsfromKansas,
Colorado and Nebraska and won
the entire competition.

The group has a so been invited
toperformin Salt Lake City and at
Carnegie Hall in New York, Berls
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said, withtheK ansas State Univer-
sity choir and a few other high
school choirs from Kansas in the
summersof 2005, 2006 and 2007.

Thelast timethe X-Pressoscom-
peted in Branson was in 2002, he
said, and the group placed 12th in
thenation.

r

L ESTATE INVESTMENTS
Prices Reduced

L

810 Beaver Drive in Goodland:
Three bedroom, 2 bath modular
with large heated/insulated shop
on 2 acres. Beautiful landscaping.
Motivated Seller.

Great Opportunity: HC1 Box 102,
Wheeler, Kan. Established auto
body and paint shop, set up with
office and bath, included in sale is
newly remodeled brick home sitting
on just over 1/2 acre, room for a
horse

Delmer Ziegler
Cell: 970-214-1411
Bobby Raps, Broker/Owner
140 Colorado Ave.
Stratton, Co. 80836
orrorrouny. 1-888-800-0122  nencron
www.coloradoland.org

Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Tostay ontheplussideand pay
back somemoney borrowedfrom
the Sunflower Agriculture Show
account, planstomovetheCham-
ber officeto alarger spaceacross
the hall have been put on hold.

Thenew space, theold Ameri-
can Family Insurance office,
would cost almost $200 moreper
monththanthe$463.50 rent they
now pay.

Chamber manager Courtney
Warden said they could use the
extra space to store their the
bottlesof water, Christmasorna-
ments and other items they sell
out of theoffice.

Flatlander Fall Festival ex-
penses were trimmed from
$2,500in the original budget to

Thenew packets, incustomized
yellow folders with black letter-
ing, will include information on
theChamber’slabbying power at
thestatelevel, networking possi-
bilitiesand community support.

Linin said they will pair up
board and committee members
with other Chamber membersto
go out and talk about the organi-
zationin thecommunity.

Warden said if each board
member signed up two new
members, that woul d take careof
18 of the 44.

Boardmembersal soplantoset
up atableat their annual banquet
with some packets and informa-
tionontheChamber for potential
members.

of Foreign Wars and was active,
alongwith Donna, inthe Our L ady
of Perpetual Help Catholic Church.

Timsaidthefamily isshocked at
the shooting.

“It really didn’t make any sense
tous,” hesaid, “becausewedidn’'t
know of any marital problems.”

Chief Smee said they are still
workingonthecasetohelpthefam-
ily understand what happened.

“WEe rerunningdownsomeleads,”
hesaid, “butit'sjust for thefamily.”

Thefuneral masswas scheduled
for 10 am. today at the Catholic
Churchwith Father Norbert Dlabal
presiding. Privateinurnmentwill be
at alater date. Memorials may be
designated to the church’s memo-
rial fund care of Koons Funeral
Home, 211 NorthMain, Goodland,
KS67735.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual.
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The Wild Card Lounge
is having a

New Year’s Eve Party in the Dome
at Howard Johnson’s
D.J. and Dancing (18 and Over Welcome)

» $10 Advanced Ticket per couple
$15 at the door per couple

$60 Advanced Reservation
$70 New Year'’s Eve at the door

includes cover charge, party favors, snacks, plus one -
Double Occupancy Room, Champagne Toast at Midnight, #

& "= Breadfast Buffet for Two and $2 Bloody Marys on New
M Year’s Day.

$80 Advanced Reservation

$90 New Year’s Eve at the door

Includes all of the above PLUS Additional Buffet Dinner
for Two on New Year’s Eve

2218 Commerce Road, Goodland, Kan. 67735

Call 890-3644 or 890-8400 (after 5 p.mg for more information
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