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from our viewpoint...

Development efforts
take step backwards

Theresignation Thursday of the economic development di-
rector isalossfor thebusinessesand citizensof Sherman County.

Weregret thedecisionby CarolynApplegatetoleaveher post
withthe Sherman County Economic Development Council af -
tertwosuccessful years, but her positionhad becomeuntenable.

She took afledgling office and made it into a program re-
spected attheregional and statelevels. Her untiring effortswere
directedtohel p existing businessesand to bring new businesses
tothecounty.

One of her best accomplishments was taking the county’s
foundering mi crol oan program and seeing that all $90,000was
loaned out to businessesbeforethe end of thegrant period. She
worked with 57 businesses to find the seven who got loans.
Beforeher time, not one businesshad been ableto navigatethe
program’s complex and confusing application process.

Not everything Applegate tried worked, and at times people
felt shewasoverbearing. Shedescribed herself asaprickly per-
sonwho did not mincewordsbecause shewanted to get things
donerather thantieup timein sideissues.

It wasthose sideissuesthat brought her downfall, however.
In one case, A pplegate was chastised for getting the council to
approvepurchaseof thewel comeflagswhich now appear down-
town during special events.

Members of the Sherman County Convention and Visitors
Bureau complained about theway A pplegatebrought theminto
the discussion on the flags, which were ajoint project of the
Chamber of Commerce, thecouncil andthevisitor’sbureau. In
effect, the visitor’s bureau felt the project had been crammed
downtheir throats.

Therewasan effort to push Applegateout last year, butinthe
end the council gave her a contract for a second year. Before
her resignation last week, Applegate said she felt the council
spent over three hours behind closed doorslisting all the mis-
takes she had made, but didn’t look at the successes of the last
year.

Disappointed, but not totally dejected, Applegatesaid it was
better to get out now becauseit wasnot worthtryingto stay and
continue her work when it was obvious her efforts were not
appreciated. She said resigning was better than waiting to be
fired by the council.

Applegate seemed towork well withthe Goodland Chamber
of Commerce and had tried to get along with the Convention
and Visitors Bureau. Shesaid shefeltit wasimportant to work
withtheother offices, and tried to coordinatethingswhen pos-
sible.

Inthefight between her and thevisitorsbureau, thereisplenty
of fault to go around, but finding fault will not solve the prob-
lem. Norwill it producetheunified effort that isneeded tobring
peopleand businessesto thiscounty.

The economic development office will continue, but it may
beharder tofill Applegate’ sshoesthan council membersthink.
No matter whothey bringin, it will takethenew persontimeto
get the feel and to make the contacts that came naturally with
Applegate.

Much of the effort of the last two years will be left behind,
and the county will bethe worsefor the opportunities missed.
— TomBetz
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Making his favorite dish for Thanksgiving

Kim, theeditor, wasin atwitter. Shewassup-
posed to cook Thanksgiving dinner for about 10
people.

Kim got married in July, and thiswasthefirst
Thanksgiving she has had with in-laws, friends
and assorted family members.

“1’venever cooked aturkey for alot of people
before,” she confided. “I’m going to make my
Mom’sstuffingand homemaderollsand pies, but
| don’t know what I’m going to have as a veg-
etable.”

| suggested green beans. That's what | was
cooking for Steve and our son Lacy, whowould
bedrivinginfrom Lawrencefor the holidays.

My recipefor green beansistosstwo or three
cansof French-cut green beansinapan. Add an
onion, cut in half, and a couple pieces of bacon.
Then you let it cook acouple of hours until the
liquid in almost gone and the beans are about to
burn. Addwater tomakemoreliquid, andyoucan
servethemassoonastherest of themeal isready.

Thissoundsalittleslapdash, butit makesgreat
green beans.

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

However, my son wanted me to fix his
grandmother’sgreen-bean casserole.

| told him no. | don’t fix my mother-in-law’s
green-bean casserole. His sisters fix that, and
they'rein Georgia.

Then we found out that Lacy would be late
getting to town, so we decided to have lunch at
thecommunity Thanksgivingmeal and | decided
to makethe green—bean casserole.

If | took out aserving for Lacy, hecould have
oneof hisfavoritedishesand| wouldn’t beserv-
ing asidedishwith morecaloriesthanthepie.

Thecasserolewasahit and threepeopleasked
mefor therecipe. Thefourth onesuggested| just
putitinthe paper.

That seemed agood idea, so hereitis:

Mom Barb’sGreen Bean Casserole

1 can French-cut green beans

1 canwhitecorn

8 ounces sour cream

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese

1 cansliced water chestnuts

1 can cream of mushroom, chicken or celery
soup

1/2 cup diced onion

1tubeRitz crackers, crushed

1 stick melted margarine.

Inagreased baking dish, mix thedrained corn
and green beans. In abowl, mix the sour cream,
cheddar cheese, water chestnuts, soupand onion.
L ayer that over thebeansand corn. Mix thecrack-
ersand margarineand sprinkleover thetop. Bake
at 400 degrees for 30 to 40 minutes or until
cracker crumbsare browned.

| madeadoubl ebatch and had enoughl eft over
that Lacy hadit for Thanksgiving and took some
back to Lawrencewith him.

It'sagood Thanksgiving when you can make
thefamily’sfavoritedishesand haveleftovers.

Cell phones bring soldiers closer to home

Only an echo on the line gave away the dis-
tance, about 7,100 miles, nearly athird of theway
around theglobe.

But herel was, sitting in Kansas, talking with
Randy McHughin Kuwait.

That’s the first clue that thisis not your
grandfather’swar.

Just a couple of generations ago, soldierson
another continent might send aletter home ev-
ery week or every day.

Thesemight arriveinsomesort of timely fash-
ion, but moreoftennot. Therewerenotel ephone
links to North Africa or Normandy. No cell
phonesonthe Rhine.

A man’s family might hear from him once a
month, when abundle of mail arrived, holes cut
out by thecensors. Or they might not know where
hewasfor monthson end.

Few came home from Europe on leave. Sol-
diersweretherefortheduration, unlessthey came
back wounded, or worse.

Today, they can get on a plane and fly home,
then beback at thefront next week. That doesn’t
lessenthe sacrifice of menlikeRandy McHugh,
who hasbeenaway fromhisjob, hiswifeand his
kidsfor most of ayear now on active duty with
theArmy.

Randy didn’t want anything for himself. He
wantedtothank everyonewho’sbeenkindtohim
and hisfamily sincehewascalled up. Hewanted
ustoknow that alot of good hashappenedinlraq
since Americans invaded the Middle Eastern

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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® along the sappa

country and capturedtheformer dictator Saddam
Hussain.

He wanted people to know he was there be-
causehecared.

PeoplelikeRandy maketheall-volunteer U.S.
Army the best in the world. Like thousands of
men andwomen acrossthecountry, he' sacareer
National Guardsman. Thisishissecond call to
activeduty.

Though hemissed thefirst Gulf War, he spent
weeksguarding Nebraskaairportsafter the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks. Now he's overseas. He talks
about twotours* up north,” escorting truck con-

voysinto Irag.

Hisjobwasto sit atop atruck with a.50-cali-
ber machine gun, just waiting for the convoy tc
be attacked. In fact, it seldom happened. And
that’s one of the truths that often escapes our
bomb-blast consciousmedia.

If itwasn'tfor thewillingnessof highly trained
non-comslike Randy McHugh, asmall profes-
sional army wouldn’t work. It’sthe citizen-sol -
diers of the Guard and the active Reserves that
givethevolunteer forceitspunch, that allow the
army to go with just a handful of regular divi-
sions.

Hehasacell phone. Hecancall homewhen he
has time, talk to hiskids, hear what hiswifeis
dealing with.

Still, hesays, it’shardtomisstheir games, their
birthdays, their little triumphs and losses. He' Il
beglad to be home.

Andwe'll be proud to have him.
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garfield

LOOK,GARFIELP,
ANOTHER CHRISTMAS
CARD!

I WONDER IF ITS
FROM DOC BOY ?

www.garfield.com
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