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Wedding outside Goodland drew about 80 guests

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

December 14, 1904: Wednesday
eveningat half past eight o’ clock, at
theresidence of the bride'sparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kolacny, five
miles southwest of Goodland, Mr.
Percival R. Murray and MissAnnie
Kolacny were united in marriage.

TheRev. J. Ed Stevensofficiated.
Therewereabout 80 guestspresent.
An elegant supper wasserved. Nu-
merous presents were given the
young couple. Mr.andMrs. Murray
will maketheir homeat the Garton
place, one mile east of Mr. Kol-
acny’s.

December 15, 1904: To Merge
Land Offices— That government
landin K ansasisfast becoming ex-
hausted is shown by the purpose of
the Interior to do away with some
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of theland officesand to mergethe
territories of adjoining districts.

Theofficesat present arelocated
at Topeka, Dodge City, WaK eeney
and Colby. The consolidationisto
bemadeunder theauthority of alaw
which providesthat whenthenum-
ber of acresof vacant publiclandin
adistrict isreduced to less than
100,000 acres, the secretary of the
interior shall discontinuesuchland
office.

Accordingly, if an agreement is
carried out, Colby will absorb the
WaK eeney office and the vacant
land of that district added to the
Colby district.

Theland officeisretainedin To-

peka under the provision of law
which authorizesthe continuing of
any land officewhichissituated at
thecapital of astate, althoughthere
isno vacant public land in the To-
peka district. There were 82,000
acres of vacant public land in the
Colby officeon July 1.

December 16. 1904: Alleged
Operations of Cattle Rustlersin
Sherman County a Myth — Some
daily papersand aspiring reporters
haveawaysfound northwest Kan-
sasafertilefield for making news
out of nothing.

They connect the territory with
murder, starvation, cattle stealing;
infact somepeoplearesoignorant

asto think us a desert and lawless
people. Thefact of thematteris, the
peopleof western Kansasaremore
law abidingandlessgiventocrime
than equal areasinthe east.

Theworst tragedy in the history
of northwest Kansas was enacted,
not by our really bonafideresidents,
but by imported cowboys acting
upon the orders of their imported
feudal lord, who was drunk with
suddenly imposed power. They re-
garded not the settlers’ rights and
trampledlaw andcivilized customs
under their feet.

And now it seems that the large
cattleowners, who havebeenmain-
taining their herd more by free
range than by right, have hatched
thestory of their being plunderedin
order to gain prestige.

A Topeka dispatch to the Rocky

Mountain News has thisto say on
thealleged cattlerustling situation:
“Cattle stealing in northwestern
Kansas hasbecome so general that
the ranchmen have notified U.S.
Marshal W.H. Mackey that they
want adeputy marshal and aU. S.
Commissioner appointedfor Chey-
enne, Rawlins, Sherman and Tho-
mas counties, which are infested
withthieves.

“Thefailure of the county offic-
ersinsomeof thecountiesinwhich
the robberies occurred is given as
thereason why thefederal officers
areneeded. Another reasonisthor-
oughorganizationof the' cattlerus-
tlers.’ Thethievesare operating in
Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado,
andtheir work isso systematicthat
the officers cannot secure the nec-
essary evidenceto convict them.”

Whatever may betheexact status
of the alleged cattle stealing busi-
ness in some of the counties enu-
merated, it is certain that cattle
stealingisnot going onin Sherman
county.

Moreover, the county newspa-
pers that come to this office from
Thomas and Cheyenne counties
contain no news or information
about cattlestealing. Thefact of the
whole matter is, the cattle rustling
reportsarethestuff that dreamsare
made of, and are manufactured at
some of the ranch headquarters.
Thereismethod in their madness.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

Year of heartache, tragedy, overall turmoll and unrest nears its end

The month of December and the
year are almost history. This has
been ayear of alot of heartaches,
sensel ess tragedies and an overall
year of turmoil and unrest.

Our small community hashad, in
my opinion, more than its share of
tearsand sorrows. Sitting the other
evening, | begantoremember some
of the more sad losses in the com-
munity.

The year didn’t start out too
whoppie to begin with, with the
shooting death of theyoungwoman
from Brewster. Thiswas followed
with the dirty dust storm that took
thelife of aman on |-70, followed
by another dirt-rel ated storm east of
here, againon I-70.
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Closebehindthat horror, thelives
of threewomenwerelost duetothe
uncaring driving of afemale who
was drinking, drunk or whatever
youwant to call it.

These deaths shattered the lives
of threefamilieswithinacl ose-knit
family group. A teenager waskilled
inacar accident, whilehiscompan-
ions were spared with non-life
threatening injuries.

A 2002 Goodland High
School graduate has been in-
ducted into the Na-
tional Society of Col-
legiate Scholarsat the
University of Kansas.

Lacey BrookeBren-
ner, daughter of Dan
and Dawn Ann Bren-
ner, a junior biology
major, was one of 517
students inducted in
September.

The organization recognizes
scholarship and leadership in
freshmen and sophomores and
focuses on community service
projectsthatincludetutoringand
volunteering in schools.

Members must have a 3.4
grade-point average. Amongthe
205 chaptersnationwidearefour
inKansas, includingonesat KU,
Kansas State University, Fort
Hays State University and
Wichita State University. The
KU chapter was founded in
2000. Sue Lorenz, assistant di-
rector of the KU Honors Pro-
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Brenner

gram, isthe adviser.

Thechapter operatesthePlan-
ning for College Suc-
cessTutoringand Men-
toring Program. The
group has placed about
80student volunteersin
19 public schoolsin
Lawrence, including
the East Heights Early
Childhood Family Cen-
ter, elementary schoals,
junior high schoolsand
high schools, as well as the St.
John Campus of the Lawrence
Catholic School.

Volunteers help studentswith
homework, academic and orga-
nizational skills and class
projects. They alsowork oncom-
munity service events each
month that haveincluded Relay
for Life, Trick-or-Treat So Oth-
ersCanEat, adoptingafamily for
Christmas and volunteering at
theJubileeCafé, aL awrenceres-
taurant that serves breakfast to
impoverished or homeless
people.

matters of record

Goodland Police

Thefollowing crimes have been
reported to the Goodland Police
Department:

Dec. 3 — Reckless driving was
reported at 1600 Main.

Kayla Tatman was arrested for
obstruction of the legal process at
204 W. 11th.

Dec.4— Diane Stefanreported ag-

Dec. 5—Raobert S. Gonzaleswas
arrestedfor driving under theinflu-
ence, drivingunder suspensionand
disorderly conduct at 500 Cherry.

Dec. 6 — Danny Hershberger
wasarrestedfor criminal trespassat
thehome of LeotaHeskett at 1317
College.

Saul Sigalawasarrestedfor driv-
ing under suspension and no proof
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Crowning it all
was the unex-
plaineddeathsjust
this week of two
peoplefound dead
intheir home. You
read about such
things in larger
towns and never give it much
thought of occurring in smaller
towns.

All of thesedeaths, coupledwith
thosel ossesduetoillness, hasmade
for asadyear for many. | think back
tomy own problems, and somehow
they don’t look too bad.

Sureit hasbeenalong, drawn-out
time, alot of pain and many tears,
but thefuturelooksbetter eachand

every day. The aforementioned
deaths can’t be changed, but their
families' lives must go on just as
yours and mine will, even though
they may at timesbevery troubled.

| guessyou cantell | wasin some
sort of mood when | wrotethis. May
God show his mercy upon each one
of usasthistroubled year isabout to
silentlyleave.Wepray 2005will start
out better and al so bebetter for usall.

My birthday sheet shows Dor-
othy Hirsch, former resident; Carl
Nelson; Mike Miller; Terry Imel;
and grand niece Cristal Opydyke
will havebirthdaystheweek of the
12th. Bestwishestoall. Noanniver-
sariesthisweek.

The Christmas parties are going

to start in full swing thisweek end
and continueuntil Christmas. There
are some family dinners the next
twoweekends, assomeof thefami-
liescouldn’tarrangethemtobeheld
on Christmas weekend. May they
be fun-filled days, as one never
knowswhat isinstorefor any of us.

I’m not planning on going back
to Colorado for the holidays, asall
of thekidshaveplanstobewiththe
other sideof thefamiliesexcept my
nephew Gary, who'll spendtheday
with Marthaand Bob.

They havetheir shareof problems,
sol will just stay homeandenjoy the
day onmy own. It’sreally theday for
childrenandyoungteenagers, andas
we get older, it seemsto be more of

just aday toremember why wehave
theday inthefirst place.

I’ veread several articleson how
the season is being started before
Halloween, whichiscrazy. Every-
thingisinahurry.

Sincere sympathy to all mourn-
ingtheirlosses. May they know that
the Almighty is with them, evenr
though they feel the world arounc
themisfalling apart.

| hopeto start the new year with
my being ableto do short trip driv-
ing. I’ ve not driven for 14 months,
so | may not be a good driver the
first time or two. I’'m keeping my
fingerscrossed.

There'snothing further, so | will
closeuntil next time.

Sharpen blades before tucking mower in for winter

Mowing can be one of the most
critical and underrated cultural
practicesinturfgrassmanagement.

Sharp blades are an essential
component of proper mowing, as
they leaveasmooth-cut surfacethat
heals quickly. Dull blades can tear
grass, leaving a shredded tip that
healsslowly.

These shredded leaves can be
more susceptible to disease, less
efficient in water use and the dam-
age can be misconstrued as a pest
problem.

Because we are doing other
things to prepare our mowers for
winter, such asdraining or treating
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gasand changing theoil, now isan
excellent time to sharpen mower
blades so they’ll be ready next
spring.

Sharpeningrotary mower blades
isfairly straightforward. The fol-
lowing stepswill guideyouthrough
thisprocess:

= e » Check
T the blade for
- ' | dana belshe maor dan-
—_—i — age. I_f you
'J""*' A e ag notebook ﬁalfe};'xv'\fll'lt
4 needtobere-
placed.
¢ Re-

move grass and debris from the
bladewithamoist cloth. Dry before
beginning to sharpen the cutting
edge.

» Remove nicks from the cut-
tingedge, usingagrindingwheel or
handfile.

« If using a grinding wheel,

matchtheexisting edgeangletothe
wheel. If hand-filing, file at the
same angle asthe existing edge.

« Grind or file until the edgeis
1/32inch, about thesizeof aperiod.

* Particularly with agrinding
whesel, avoid overheatingtheblade,
asthismay warpit.

« Clean the blade with solvent
or oil, muchlikeif youwereclean-
ingagun, for optimumwinter stor-
age. Avoid using water, as it will
promoterust.

Followingthesetipscanhelpyou
better prepareyour mower for win-
ter storage and al so save you some
stepsthis coming spring.

There was alot of chatter and
laughter astheLincolnLarksFam-
ily, Community and Education
Club met at Howard Johnson’sfor
the club’s Christmas party.

The club discussed the standard
of excellence and other reports.
Colleen Duell gave alesson on

“Someone's in the Kitchen Cook-
ing for One or Two.” Shesaid you
need to modify your recipes by di-
viding the measurements by three.
She also advised to look for
single-serving packages or buy
larger packagesof frozenfoodsand
only taking out what you need.

Try thesalad greensinabag, she
said, asthey arefresh, deliciousand
acompliment to any meal.

If you cook too much, you may
freezeitinsmall quantitiesfor later
use. Whether you're 6 or 76, she
said, you need to eat, and you need

toeat right.

To stay healthy, she said, you
must eat right, exercise and drink
plenty of water.

Themeeting wasadjourned, and
theclubwill meet againin January.

Submitted by Arbutus Topliff.
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A Perfect Christmas Gift for the Entire Family!
DISH NETWORK HASYOUR LOCAL CHANNELS!

ABC CBS NBC FOX WB

OVER 60 OF AMERICA’'SFAVORITE CHANNELS
PLUSYOUR LOCAL WEATHER, NEWSAND SPORTS!
WITH FREE INSTALLATION

ONLY $29.99/MONTH

CALL 1-866-SKY-EYES for details

UPN  PBS

d:sh

All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice.
Call Decision Weather, Inc. for details (785) 626-8066.

Stratton, Colorado

Claremont Inn

Holiday Specialsf

New Year's Eve
Murder Mystery
“you'’ll laugh
‘til it hurts’
Complete Package

Call Today!!!

Holiday
Gift Certificates
Order-by-phone

Plus

Get a FREE Holiday Music
CD with you order while

supplies last.

1-888-291-8910

www.claremontinn.com
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