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from our viewpoint...

Security breeds laws
outside public view

Secret laws?

WEell, thewar onterrorism hasgiven ussecret courtsand
secret detention camps, so it shouldn’t beany surprise.

Americansarefindingthat, under therather badly named
Patriot Act, security regul ationsarewrittenand putinplace
without the public ever knowing.

A former member of Congress from Idaho was denied
boarding at a western airport when she asked to see the
regulation that allowed screenersto pat her down.

“That’'ssecret,” they said.

Shereportedly hasn’'t flown since.

Some of thismay make sense.

If it'sthe actual operating plan we' re talking about —
how screeners select which personsto pat down— there
may beinformation there that we don’t want terroriststo
know. The authority to search is something anyone who
asksshould beableto see.

Asisusual, though, thebureaucracy tendsto expandthe
definition of that which requires secrecy. Give them an
inch, andthey’ |l takeamile, asit were.

Asfederal control over al types of transportation ex-
pands, peoplearebeginningtorealizethat thegovernment
hasareason to keep secret whatever it wants. Opponents
of hauling nuclear waste around, for instance, fear they
they’ll never again have any ideawhen and where ship-
mentsare moving.

Peoplewholiketowatchtrainsand planesarebeingre-
ported to the police, possibly entered into national data-
bases, maybeearningafileat theFBI. Screenersprobably
makearecord of anyonewho protestssecurity procedures.

Security isimportant. Thethreat of terrorismisreal, but
whiletherearethingsthat should not bemadepublic, there
aredangershere.

The government may not want terrorists to know how
security operates, but it’s impossible for Americans to
judgethequality of our security serviceswhentheir work
issecret.

We need to know that these thingswork.

Thegovernment might arguethat it doesn’t want terror-
iststoknow our weaknesses, butit’sjust aspossibletouse
secrecy to cover abad job or abad plan.

Our open soci ety isgoing to suffer assecret government
grows, andtheworst partis, wewon’'t have any ideahow
big these operations have become.

Thegovernment, for our owngood, isn’tgoingtotell us
what it'sdoing.

It"d be easy to dismissthesefears, but the price of free-
domiseternal vigilance. If we don’'t keep an eye on our
government, we may wake up someday tofind that it is
keeping morethan an eyeon us.

Maybe the terrorists won't win, but if we let that hap-
pen, wewon't, either. — Seve Haynes
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Christmas seems to get easier every year

| don’t know about you, but my Christmases
get easier every year.

Or maybel just get morelazy. Either way, |
cel ebrateat amuch slower pacethaninthepast.

Christmasused to beatimeto bakecookies,
send over 100 cards, go to club parties, buy
presentsfor everyone(financesallowing), and
oftentravel tobewithfamily. Itwasall funand
exciting, but alsotiring and | eft afeelingthat |
didn’t get everythingdone. And my repetitious
New Year resolution was alwaysthat | would
get organized and start earlier next year.

I’ve given up on New Year’s resolutions. |
know metoowell. I’ vepretty muchacceptedthat
my basic natureismy basic nature, and | might
aswell not try to pretend I’ m going to changeit.

Asl’ vegrownolder, my celebration of most
holidays has changed. | enjoy solitude and
calm. Friendsfeel sorry for meand invite me
to celebrate with their families, but oftenitis
too much like forced gaiety. | meet so many
peopleinthecourseof my work that celebrat-
ingwithlargegroupsislikeworking. Meeting
new peopleandtryingtoremember their names
—aswell astowhomthey arerelated—isnot
away to celebrate Thanksgiving or Christmas.

At least for me. If | can’'t be with my own
family, I’d rather be alone and spend the day
with memories. Of coursel do appreciatethat
friendscareenoughto beconcerned about me.

Christmasisawonderful timeof year. Most

Guardsman fighting ‘stop

Last month a news story appeared about a
few National Guard soldierswhoarechalleng-
ing the U.S. Army’s “stop loss” program in
court.

Inanutshell, “stoploss’ iswhenthemilitary
extends, during atime of national emergency
or war, the time a man or woman must serve
beyond what they signed upfor.

Thishappensinmostwars. It happened dur-
ing Desert Storm and it ishappening now.

InanarticleinUSAToday, aCaliforniaArmy
National Guardsoldierissaidtobearguingthat
the “stop loss” program did not apply to the
Guard.

The soldier’slawyers claim the policy that
allowsthemilitary toextend thetimeasoldier
must serve can only be used when Congress
declareswar.

Part of every Enlistment/Reenlistment
Document, DD Form 4, which isthe contract
betweentheindividual andthemilitary service
heor shejoins, hasseveral provisionsthat ap-
ply toeveryonejoiningthemilitary, regardless
of service, component or termof service. This
includes contracts signed under the national
guard’s“Try One” program.

Onereads. “In the event of war, my enlist-
ment in the Armed Forces continues until six
(6) months after the war ends, unless my en-
listmentisended sooner by the President of the
United States.”

Thisiscommonly referred to as “the dura-
tionplussix months.” ThePresident, of course,
doesnot personally makedecisionsonwhohas
to stay and who gets to go home and when.
However, as commander-in-chief, heisthe
authority under whichthemilitary establishes
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peoplearekinder and moregenerous. Too bad
it doesn’'t alwayscarry throughintotherest of
theyear.

| don’t go shopping anymore. | don’t know
the latest “have-to-have’ gift for children. |
don'tlikethefrenzy;infact, | gotlostinamall
theother day. That wasan eye-opener for me.
It seemed to emphasize my aging process.
Another reasontomail checks, instead of gifts
no one might want anyway.

Twoweeksago | did my Christmascards. |
made 75 copiesof my Christmasletter. When
I finishedtheprocess, | had 35 of theml eft over.
| guessasyouget older, you havefewer living
friends. Or maybeyoujust realistically under-
stand that most peopledon’t really careabout
your yearly activities anyway. They’re too
busy trying to keep up with their own.

| used to think that everyone was curious
about my adorablechildren, sol wouldinclude
apicture. Now | hesitateto include apicture.
Whowantsoneof another senior citizen? We
all begintolook alike after awhile anyway.

Eachyear | becomemoredistressed over the
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itpolicies.

“Duration plus six months’ does not apply
to OperationIraqgi Freedom, sincewar hasnot
been declared. However thereisanother stan-
dard provision which reads:. “In the time of
national emergency declared by the President
of the United States, | may be ordered to ac-
tiveduty (other thanfor training) for not more
than 24 consecutivemonths.”

Thisistheprovision beingused by themili-
tary today. Whilemost reservistsand national
guardsmenarebeingorderedtoactiveduty for
18 months, which may include 12 monthsin
the Persian Gulf area, both time periods are
tentative, not “set in concrete.”

Many soldierswill havetheir toursextended
or cut short depending on the needs of the
Army. Therewill besoldierswho returnfrom
their year in Iraq and be released early rather
than making them stay at some stateside post
just to complete the 18 months. Others will
actually serve 13, 14 or more monthsin Iraq
because of operational needs.

Theseprovisionsarenot new. Frompersona
experience, | know they have been apart of a
soldier’scontract for at least the past 32 years.
| havetoadmit somerecruitersmay notexplain
them clearly to peoplejoining up for thefirst
time, which can causetroublelater.

government’ sregulating Christmas. Tobepo-
litically correct, we can’'t have anything reli-
giousin the school programs or civic events.
Nativities are offensive and have no placein
public areas. Christmas programs have be-
come Winter Celebrations. We might offend
someoneif wewishthem aMerry Christmas.
To have a supposedly-Christian country not
allowedto say Christisthereasonfor the sea-
sonisdisheartening. Then let’s not acknow!-
edgeany holidays— Jewish, African-Ameri-
can, Muslum or any other.

Schoolscel ebrate and teach history |essons
onsomeof thoseoccasions. Why can’ t students
betold the meaning of Christmas?

Please understand I'm not being Scrooge
today. I'm just reminiscing and thinking out
loud. (Well, maybenot out loud, just on paper).

| love the lights and sentiments of the sea-
son. | even decorated inside and outside the
house thisyear. I'm at peace and looking for-
ward to church services which remind me of
thewonderful gift of Jesus, sent by the God of
love. That isenough for meto celebrate!

Riskingcriticism, | still wishyoual aMerry
Christmas! Jesusisthereason for the season.
If youdonothing el se, gotothechurch of your
choiceandthank Godfor thegift of loveyou’ ve
been given.

That isthe only way to truly celebrate this
wonderful season.

loss’ clause

Servingbeyondthetermof enlismentintime
of war or national emergency is part of what
beinginthemilitary isall about. Thetrade-off
used to bethat the military, inturn, would take
careof itsmenandwomenin all ways.

Problemssurfacewhenthemilitary appears
not to do this. It isdifficult to hold soldierstc
their obligationswhen the military they serve
seems not to honor itsown.

There have been several itemsin the news
that make the military seem like an uncaring
machineusing upAmerica’ smenandwomen,
then discarding them without concern when
they arenolonger useful.

Thisisawrong perception. Some of these
problemsare based simply on alack of under-
standing of what being in the military is all
about and some are genuine problems causec
by abreakdowninthesystem for which some-
onemust be held accountable.

Reporter Greg Stover served 27 yearsinthe
Army, including 15onactiveduty. Hecurrently
isa member of the Individual Ready Reserve
whose retirement has been put on hold dueto
“stoploss.”

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.
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