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Congratulationstothewinners
of theElksFreeThrow Contest

The winners and runners-up from Sunday’s Hoop Shootin Max Jones Fieldhouse are (firstrow from left) Tatym Ruadel of
Colby, girls 8-9 runner-up; Taryn Bedore of Goodland. girls 8-9 winner; Gage Ihrig of Goodland, boys 8-9 runner-up; and
Luke Cox of Colby, boys 8-9 winner. Second row, Bailey Tillitsen of Burlington, girls 10-11 winner; Alexa Haas of Colby,
girls 10-11 runner-up; Laine Herl of Goodland, boys 10-11 winner; and Todd Kane of Colby, boys 10-11 runner-up. Third
row, Angie Hillmer of Goodland, girls 12-13 runner-up; Jade Herl of Goodland, girls 12-13 winner; Brock Wilkens of
Goodland, boys 12-13 runner-up; and Dillon Trachsel of Goodland, boys 12-13 winner.

Photos by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Contestdraws 58 areacompetltors

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Fifty-eight boysand girlscompetedat the
lodge-level “Hoop Shoot” in Goodland on
Sunday inMax JonesFieldhouseaspart of
theannual Elksnational free-throw contest.

Thebasketball shooterswheresplitinto
Six categories, boys and girlsin ages 8-9,
10-11 and 12-13. Each competitor got 25
free throws, with each boy or girl first
shooting 10 then, after going through the
line and shooting 15 more. Each was al-
lowed up to fivewarm-up shots.

For the 8-9 competitionmthefreethrow
linewas moved up four feet. Inthe case of
atiefor either first or second place, afive-
shot tiebreaker was used and, if still tied,
each got an additional five shots until the
tiewasbroken.

Luke Cox of Colby won the boys 8-9
competition, hitting 19 of 25 free throws.
Gage Ihrig of Goodland finished second
with 17.

TarynBedoreof Goodlandwonthegirls
8-9 competition after two tiebreakers.
Tatym Ruadel of Colby and Bedorebothhit
on11of 25intheregular competition, then
both hit two of fivein the first tiebreaker.
Bedorehit threeto Ruadel’soneinthe sec-
ond tiebreaker to takefirst place.

Laine Herl of Goodland hit 15 of 25 to
wintheboys10-11 category. Todd Kaneof
Colby was second with 14.

Bailey Tillitsen of Burlington won the
girls 10-11 category, hitting on 12 of 25.
AlexaHaasof Colby hit 11 duringtheregu-
lar competition, thentook second-placeby
hitting three of fivein thetiebreaker.

DillonTrachsel of Goodland hitthemost
freethrowsinthe contest, 20 of 25for
first placein the boys 12-13
competition. Brock
Wilkens of Goodland @
was second with 19.

Q4
category.AngieHill-
mer of Goodland hit
17 for second place.

Each of the six
winners received a
pion, while the runners
up got amedallion. All
competitorsgot a“Hoopy” thehoop
shoot buginthecolor of their choice.

Jade Herl of Good-
basketball and a cer-
The six winners advance to the district

land hiton 19 of 25to
tificate proclaiming

win the girls 12-13
him or her lodge cham-
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Brook Bahe of Goodland (with ball above ) prepared to make one of his shots in
the boys 8-9 competition while Cowgirl basketball player Stephanie Shelden
waited for the rebound. Brenna Royer of Idalia (below) took aim during the girls
10-11 competition.

competition on Jan. 8in Russell. If awin-
ner cannot attend, then the runner-up will
goinhisor her place.
Zona Price, who helped coordinate the
event, said Sunday’scompetitorswere
chosenfromamongthe428
boys and girls who
competed at theschool
level in Goodland,
Brewster, Colby and
Burlington, Idalia
and Bethune in
Colorado.

Traci Waugh
wasthedirector of
this year’'s lodge

competition, with

thehelpof lodgeof-

ficersDaePriceand

Rod Roeder. About

C 25 volunteers hel ped

runthecontest, includ-

ing members of the Goodland
Cowgirlsbasketball team.
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