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from our viewpoint...
‘C’ word big thing
for next few years

The“C” word.

Consolidation.

It'sgoing to bethe Big Thing over the next few yearsin Kansas,
but don’t hold your breath.

There'sanother “C” word — Change— and people don’t much
likeit.

Nonetheless, we'll be forced to change as the world around us
pushesonintothe21st Century. Consolidation of government units
will bepart of that, just asconsolidation has changed farming, busi-
nessand our economy whileweweren’t watching.

Right now, consolidation is next toimpossible for Kansascities,
countiesand local governments. The state has nearly athousand | o-
cal units, way too many by anybody’s standards, but statelaw does
not allow them to consolidate easily.

Wyandotte County had to go to the Legislature to accomplish a
city-county consolidation, oneof only 33inthenation. That’swrong.
Most of our counties cling to outdated township governments.

If the Legidature does anything, it ought to write clear laws al-
lowing local people to make decisions on consolidating whatever
they want. Counties should be allowed to consolidate. Cities and
counties should be ableto merge. Local government should beable
to cooperate easily on any function they choose, all without “per-
mission” fromthe L egislature.

TheboysandgirlsinTopeka, after all, havemoreimportant things
to worry about than whether Goodland and Sherman County want
to consolidatelaw enforcement or road crews.

Today, only school shaveacl ear pathto consolidation, andit’snei-
ther easy nor popular. Only a couple of districts, including nearby
Rawlins County, have consolidated since the mass school mergers
of the1960s.

That eragaveconsolidationabad namebecausemany small towns
felt it was crammed down their throats by the state. Thousands of
school districts disappeared, and many townsdied with them.

Let'shopethat’snot amodel for future consolidation. Let’shope
whatever comesis positive and voluntary. Let's hope we see con-
solidationbecausepeoplewant better government, not becausesome-
body in Topekasaysso.

Wethink that’ sthefuture. A few Kansas countiesmay giveupthe
ghost, but not many. A few school districtswill throw in the towel,
but only becausetheir population hasleft them.

We want our county seat nearby and our school acrossthe town,
not acrossthestate. For themost part, we can afford to pay theprice.

But there is no magic in having atwo-man sheriff’s department
and athree-man police department.

There' snoreasonfor having city and county road crewswhenone
might do. Many countieshaveaunified dispatch office. There'slots
of roomfor consolidation. We suspect there'smorelikelihood of | o-
cal consolidations— sheriff and police, city and county, combined
officesor crews— than county consolidation.

Having one county seat in northwest Kansas, for instance, isnot
anappealingidea. Sharing costsandfunctionsamong agencieswhile
keeping local control is.

Inan erawhen taxesarerising and peoplewant service, what'sto
say most Kansansneed or want separatecity and county officesthat
often duplicate their efforts? Why have acity council and acounty
commission when it’'s hard enough to find good people to fill one
board someyears?

Thoseissues Kansansought to get to decide. The L egislatureand
thegovernor need to step aside. Yet, when two bills passed | ast year
to allow law enforcement consolidation, the governor, responding
topolitical pressure, vetoed them. That’snot good. But why should
the L egidature decide? Why not let the peopledecide?

Andletthe“C” debate begin. — Steve Haynes

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com

S XNy
zm 2004

.20
i kL :
T — ASSOCIATI
L Apsfouat MEMBER
COLORADO

PRESS

SSOCIATION

B

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Greg E. Stover, Sports Editor/Reporter
Kathryn Burke, Reporter

Doug Jackson, Advertising Coordinator

Robin Flax, Adv. Sales
Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Betty Morris
Aaron Hickert Travis Jones Kris McCool Lana Westfahl

L&
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(ntbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year’'sDay and ChristmasDay, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $24; six months, $42; 12 months, $76. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $34; six months, $49; 12 months, $84. Mailed
individually each day: 12 months, $119. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

The Sherman THE S‘,’”M“‘N. county
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

pitiion

XY

-

L\
NN

Y

0 Tuate At/ ) [ L2omv.TWAS Just [ IF SOME PEQPLE OUT THERE
HMlngK(e' IT';A%I(?IRISTMAQ WHY DO 5%{;‘560%/5 ?WEWEN. PON'T CELEERATE CHRISTMS
HoL ’ 50 MANY IDIOTS INSISTON | [ A T | TOO BAD! GET OVER (T. THE
o ) ZAYING *HAPPY HOLIDAVS?"| | ot ) HOL\PAY (S CHRISTMAG
- ( A FEdicy’ 20 SAY "MERRY CHRISTMAS)
od W g o NOT 7HA
b o By
o)
Za
=T/
— AN
/l‘l\.\" ‘ ‘ ) 2 v‘\‘-‘ﬂ“}! £
* K\y (W '

L v/ /

2% g

by };i;v;n,g"‘ ser ¢
NAX L
YR 'I»)\\‘\ “‘\‘“l“ \\

~ R \

S YN DA

A E CURANEIN)

/)

| PO

SEASONS
GREETINGS !

—_—
caglecartoons.com

My calendar says ‘It's Christmas’

| don’t know about you, but my calendar
says, “It'sChristmas!”

Theonetimeof year when peoplearekinder
and more generous. I’'m making plans to be
with one of my sons' family, so I’ m not sing-
ing “White Christmas.” | want everyone to
travel safely.

There are so many things written about
Christmas. | hopethey won’t becomearchaic,
lostinaseaof political correctness. Thereare
wonderful expressionsof theseason, bringing
out thebest inhuman nature. | thought I’ djust
share somethat | have enjoyed or spent time
considering.

Thisisan e-mail | received from someone
whosentitfromBrettBlair'sSermonlllustra-
tions, 1999:

“What have you heard and seen this Christ-
mas?0h, yousay, had | beenthereat Bethlehem
that night, | would have understood. | would
haveknownitwastheChrist child. Wouldyou?
Thereisoneway of knowing:

“Whenyouwatchedthe6 0’ clock news, did
you see chaos and strife, or did you see sheep
without ashepherd?

“Whenyouwent out todoyour shopping, did
you seeonly hordes of peopleinthestores, or
didyou noticetheworried expressionsonsome
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of their faces— worried becausethey arefac-
ing this Christmas without employment or
enough money, andthey don’t know how they
are going to make ends meet?

“What did you hear this Christmas?

“Didyouhear only thebl ast of musicand car-
ols, or didyou hear thesilent sighsof thelonely
and the bereaved who may be dreading Christ-
mas becauseit accentuatestheir loneliness?

‘Andinthemidst of the sounds of honking
hornsand peoplearguing over parking places,
did you hear faint sounds of laughter coming
from (achurch) mission project because you
furnished food and toysfor familiesand chil-
dren?

“You see, so often what you see and what
you hear isnot dependent upon the event, but
uponyou. If youdidinfact hear thecry from
thelonely, thelaughter of poor children; if you
saw the sheep without a shepherd, then, and
only then, might you have noticed the events

that took placein Bethlehem that night.

“1f youlackedthat spiritual seeingand hear-
ing, then you probably would have been with
the 99 percent who were present but who saw
or heard nothing out of the ordinary.

“Intheend, perhapsoneof our carol’ swords
it best:

‘No ear may hear his coming, but in this
world of sin,

Wheremeek soulswill receivehimstill, the
dear Christ entersin.””

Then on alighter side, thisisa poem by J.
Harold Gwynneentitled“Whois

SantaClaus’:

“Don't besurprised whilel confide,

Hemay be standing by your side!

He'severy wish and fervent prayer;

He'severy kindness everywhere.

He'slovewherever loveisfound;

He'sone'sbest self the year around.

He'severy Christmas mel ody,

He'severy gift'neath everytree.

He'sin each handclasp of afriend;

He's Christmas cheer that hasno end.

He'sfaith, and hope, adreamcometrue....

Why yes, of course, he could beyou!”

Hopeyour Christmasisasspecid asthefirst
Christmaswas!

| like the season, but not intolerance

I’m not ascrooge.

| liketheseason. Themusic, lightsand gen-
eral happinessaregreat.

| put up atree, bakecookiesandthink of how
| can make life better for others. But | am fed
up with some of the religious intol erance as-
sociated with Christmas.

| grew upinahousedivided. My father was
born and raised Jewish, although he doesn’t
practice any religion today, and my mother is
Lutheran, whichfromthelittlel knowit, seems
tobeafairly relaxedreligion.

So when people run around all December
and November with greetings of “Merry
Christmas,” | wonder about therest of us.What
about those of uswho don’t exactly celebrate
thebirth of Jesus, but moreof acombined ver-
sion of awinter holiday?

| believe wholeheartedly in the spirit of the
season. | love Santaand snowmen, thecandles
andthelit-up houses.

But maybemoreof usshould consider wish-
ing peopleaHappy Chanukah or Kwanza?You
couldeven, withlittleeffort, wishpeopleanall-
inclusive Happy Holidays. Why does every-
one haveto makeit so specific?

| don’ttry to makeanyoneput upamenorah
or subject them to endless renditions of the
dreidel song, after all.

Last week while shopping at Wal-Mart, |
went down the card aisle in search of a
Chanukah card for my uncle. Amongst the
millionsof Santaand Christian themed cards,
| couldn’t find one. | finally found a card at
Hallmark, wherethey offeredafew. They even
had oneor two Kwanzacards. Maybel amthe
only personintownwho bought anon-Christ-
mascard, but at least they did consider me.

| tap my toesto “The Jingle Bell Rock” on
theradio and | generally enjoy themusic, but
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recently | heard the X-Pressos sing at a holi-
day event and at the senior dinner at the high
school.

Aren’t X-Pressos aschool -sponsored sing-
ing group? Don’t they practice inside the
school ?Well if they do, what happenedto sepa-
ration of church and state?

I’m not soworried about “Jingle Bells’ as|
am “Go Tell It On The Mountain” or “Silent
Night.” Thelyrics*Gotell it onthemountain
that JesusChristisborn” don’'tevenfal intoa
fuzzy gray area.

Thegroup sangwell andwasvery entertain-
ing, butwhat if oneof thosekidswasn’taChris-
tian, but ahybridlikeme?Would hebeableto
withstand the pressureof thegroup and say he
didn'twantto sing?lsn’t peer pressure pretty
powerful at that age?1sn’t that part of therea-
sonwedon’t alow religionin school s?

Now look at it adifferent way. Separation of
church and stateisconsidered abad notion by
many Christians because it disallows public
celebration of religious holidays. But how
would those people feel if we threw out the
Christmas tree put up a Jewish menorah, a
candle holder that isused in the Jewish festi-
val of lightscommemorating thepeopl €' svic-
tory over the Syrians. Separation protectsyour
religion, whatever it may be, fromgovernmen-
tal corruption, not just mine.

Last week, | read LornaGT’scolumnand |
noticed that shewas upset about havingtore-
main politically correct about Christmas. I’m

just asking for some common decency and
consideration.

When Lorna says, with some disgust, that
nativity scenes have no placein public areas,
she'sright. Youcaneasily putanativity inyour
own lawn or achurch [awn and not make me,
thetaxpayer, pay for your holiday. Lornaalso
suggestsif westop cel ebrating Christmas, that
we also stop celebrating any other religion’s
holidays, but that's already true. I’ ve never
seen ahuge Kwanzasaleat themall. Thefed-
eral government doesn’t shut down for Pass-
over, likeit doesfor Christmas, every year.

| don’ twant anyonetostoptheir celebration,
but just try to not alienate everyone wha
doesn’t believe the exact same way you do.
Believe me, non-Christians have to do alot
moretolerating of your religionthanyou do of
theirs.

Can anyone tell me the meaning behind
Kwanza, Ramadan or Chanukah?Becausel’ m
sureAfricans, Muslimsand Jewsall cantell us
the story of Christmas.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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