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Let Advertising work
 for you!

Goodland Star-News
The

785-899-2338

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory
785-899-2338

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

Home: (785) 899-3974

www.shelterinsurance.com

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium
Custom
Tailoring
by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.

785-890-3510

Michael Downing
General Contractor

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Concrete Work • Patios & Decks
 •  Garages & Etc.  •

•  Remodels & Additions  •

“Seek Shelter Today!” American Financial Group
of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”
Hve the ability to make money in a rising market or

A falling market.

Come ask us how!
www.lamerican-financial.com

Now with two offices to better serve you!
Sheryl Davis

1109 Main • Goodland, Kan. •
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth
470 14th St. • Burlington, Colo.

• 719-346-9435

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.
785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735

Schedule
your cleaning
for next year

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

Save $$$$
Spring Carpet  Cleaning Discounts
Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-
ing Specialists • Commercial/Resi-
dential • Advanced Power Cleaning
Methods • Truck Mount Power • Fast
Drying Time
We don’t cut corners we clean them!

Free estimates
Office 785-462-8313
Mobile 785-443-1091
Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Chris & Beth Lewon • “ We do windows”

Prices don’t seem to reflect actual value of things

Forecast warned of cold week, ‘White Christmas,’ warm weekend
Well, it’s less than 36 hours be-

fore Christmas Eve as I write this
second to last column for 2004.

It has been very cold today, but it
is just a forerunner of what is to
come.

The television is predicting snow
starting this evening and on Thurs-
day. It will be cold again on Friday
with a nice warm-up for Saturday
and Sunday. I guess we’ll just have
to be patient and see how it all
comes out.

Some of the people will be leav-
ing tomorrow for travels to family
gatherings out of town and out of
state. Others have gotten in a day or
so ago, since they have to leave for
home on Sunday.

All that I know is I hope the roads
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I often wonder how people de-
cide how much money things are
worth.

Yes, I studied economics, and I
know all about supply and demand,
but I can’t help thinking there are
other influences.

For example, people often com-
plain about gas prices. If we all boy-
cotted and walked to work for
awhile, would the prices come
down? I doubt it. If they would, I
think we could get enough people
to join that boycott.

If we do it next month, those who
made New Year’s resolutions to
exercise more can kill two birds
with one stone.

What I’ve always wanted to
know is: who decided bras are
worth $20 or more when most of the

shirts worn over them are cheaper?
I’ve seen some pretty fancy bras in
magazine ads, but when I looked at
the price, I decided if I was going to
pay that much, I would have to let
everyone see it to be worth it. After
all, you can’t hide $300 worth of
lace, can you?

After Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe
malfunction” at the Super Bowl,
someone made a comment suggest-
ing she had breast implants.

I can’t help but think if I had paid

thousands of dollars
for new breasts, I
would need to show
them off to somebody.
Why else spend the
money?

I mean, if you spend
hundreds or thou-

sands of dollars on a necklace, ev-
eryone sees it and oohs and ahhs.
Some you can tell are secretly jeal-
ous. But if you spend the money on
something you cover with your
shirt, where’s the joy?

I’ve also wondered about the
prices art sells for at auction.
Granted, a one-of-a-kind painting
by a famous artist is priceless, so it
is difficult to set a standard. But
some of the prices set have been
astounding.

For example, “Irises” by Vincent
Van Gogh brought $49 million at an
auction at Sotheby’s in 1987; it has
been suggested it would bring a lot
more now.

With $49 million, I could have a
winter home, a summer home, a
beach house for vacation, several
cars, diamonds, a tremendous
wardrobe and never have to work
again.

For $49 million I could be the
crazy millionaire lady with 50 cats
who never comes out of her house
if I wanted. How much allergy
medicine can you buy for $49 mil-
lion?

But someone decided one paint-
ing is worth that much. To make it
worse, the artist talented enough to
paint that masterpiece will never

see any of that money. Like all truly
great artists, he’s dead.

The prices of seeing a doctor,
staying in the hospital and buying
prescription drugs suggest that
most people really value their
health. But if that’s true, why do so
many risk their lives on plastic sur-
gery and extreme sports?

That’s like saying, “I’d die for
thin thighs or a cheap thrill, but I’d
pay a fortune to be healthy.”

And isn’t it funny the day after
Christmas how the same box of
candy that was worth $10 two days
before is now worth only $5? It
surely didn’t taste twice as good two
days before.

It makes me wonder why people
don’t decide to celebrate Christmas
on the 27th, so they can have time

to shop at half price before the party.
But then if everyone did it, the sales
would have to be put off, supply and
demand.

I often remind myself that things
are only worth what someone is
willing to pay for them, and the
things that are really important can’t
be bought at any price.

Still, it’s disappointing to do
without nice things because I
wasn’t blessed with a wealthy fam-
ily or a job that pays well. And it’s
discouraging to know there are
people out there who can spend on
one painting more than I will have
to live on for my entire life.

It makes me wonder what home-
less people think when someone
drives by in a car that cost more than
it would to buy them a house.

are in good shape for travel. There
is nothing worse than trying to get
somewhere and having the roads
like an ice rink and visibility non-
existent. I’ve traveled that way a
couple of times and don’t want to do
that again unless it’s a matter of life
or death to get somewhere.

We had a wedding in the family
on the 20th. My niece’s younger
son, Matt, who’s in the Army, mar-

ried a fellow sol-
dier on Monday in
San Diego. They
had planned to
marry in early
spring when they
thought they
would both be
through with their

specialized training in communica-
tions/satellite work.

But the girl got her notice right
after Thanksgiving that her unit was
being shipped to Iraq right after the
holidays. They didn’t want to wait,
so therefore the earlier date.

My feelings are confused as to
whether that was the right thing to
do or not. I guess we’ll have to ac-
cept whatever happens. After the

latest mess over there, it leaves a
sour taste in one’s mouth. I pray it
all turns out OK for everyone.

Jonah McClung got his Christ-
mas present early in the week, a new
puppy.

He is going to call her Buffy;
she’s a darling little cocker spaniel.
I held her, and she snuggled up
against me, but not until after a kiss
on my chin from her.

It makes one wish they had a dog
but not now. I get too attached to
one, and it would be a chore to
potty-train a puppy. I will just enjoy
Jonah’s.

I finally got my cards done and
mailed. I have given out my pre-
sents to a few special friends and in
return got theirs, mostly food. They

are wonderful gifts, and I thank the
givers very much.

I hope they have a neat holiday.
With this weather, the best place for
me is staying home out of the cold
and any possible bad sidewalks. My
leg and knee have been more sore
than usual, but I had been warned
that would happen in extreme cold
like is predicted.

My knee locked for a short time,
but it corrected itself, and I have had
not problems since that time. I hope
not to, as it scared me to death and
almost put me in tears. I hope 2005
turns out to be much better.

My friend stopped in to see me for
a short visit. He too was having
more aches than usual. Just take an
aspirin, stay warm and off any side-

walks if they should get bad, was the
advice of his doctor.

I got a good taste of the green
bean casserole that was in the paper
around Thanksgiving. If you kept
the recipe, try it, as I just loved it and
hope to make some after the holi-
days.

Usually, green bean casserole
wasn’t one of my favorites. This one
sure hit the spot.

I really don’t have too much
news, as most everyone is busy, ei-
ther getting ready to travel or await-
ing company.

With nothing further, I’ll just
close for now and see what the last
week of December brings. Until
next time, have a safe and happy
holiday.

District Traffic
The following fines were paid in

the Sherman County District Court:
Nov. 29 — Ryan H. Hoagland,

19, Denver, $204 for speeding.
Melissa D. Sellon, 26, Arvada,

Colo., $126 for speeding.
Alfred J. Pratt, 59, Lanham, Md.,

$120 for over weight limit on
wheels and axles.

Ricardo E. Gonzalez, 26,
Glenwood Springs, Colo., $159 for
speeding.

Toni M. Rago, 18, Loveland,
Colo., $177 for speeding.

Lorenzo D. Butts, Pierson, Fla.,
$235 for over weight limit on

wheels and axles.
Jeffrey L. Pratt, 44, Billings,

Mont., $124 for tractor trailer vio-
lation.

Elizabeth M. Elias, 23, Fort
Collins, Colo., $168 for speeding.

Carol T. Carson, 64, Memphis,
Tenn., $114 for speeding.

Erik L. Dargevics, Jr., 51, Steam-
boat Springs, Colo., $204 for speed-
ing.

Julie N. Gruber, 33, Loveland,
Colo., $138 for speeding and $10
for no child restraint.

Eugene Diculescu, 72, Rolling
Meadows, Ill., $126 for speeding
and $10 for no seat belt.

Gerald L. Anderson, Jr., 39,
Arvada, Colo., $360 for driving
under suspension, $78 for speeding
and $20 for no child restraint.

Kevin E. Burke, 42,
Breckenridge, Colo., $138 for
speeding.

Jeanne C. Vanhelden, 40, Tampa,
Fla., $126 for speeding.

Judith H. Stratton, 53, Cedar Hill,
Texas, $90 for speeding.

Ronald C. Windhorst, 37,
Tarponspring, Fla., $92 for over
weight limits on wheels and axles.

Bernadette A. Barsoom, 31,
Highland Ranch, Colo., $186 for
speeding.

Fausto Cambizaca, 50, Detroit,
Mich., $144 for speeding.

Thomas C. Reno, 38, Colorado
Springs, $126 for speeding.

Maria L. Aguilera, 39, Liberal,
$80 for no child restraint.

Gerald E. Compeau, Jr., 40,
Hampstead, N.C., $120 for speed-
ing.

Udaykumar Habbu, 35, Houston,
Texas, $168 for speeding.

John M. Hageland, 38,
Carbondale, Colo., $150 for speed-
ing.

Vincent G. Johnson, 48, Kansas
City, Mo., $126 for speeding.

Nov. 30 — Michael D. Egner, 40,

Colby, $120 for tractor trailer vio-
lations and $36 for improper park-
ing.

Sunny S. Vargas, 27, Colorado
Springs, Colo., $255 for speeding
and $60 for no license.

Dec. 1 — Wayne E. Buchannan,
51, Burlington, Colo., $138 for
speeding.

Douglas F. Adams, 51, Colorado
Springs, Colo., $132 for speeding.

Beverly A. Goering, 59, Fort
Collins, Colo., $126 for speeding.

Kathleen M. Allen, 56, Topeka,
$132 for speeding.

Nicholas J. Foley, 18, North
Glenn, Colo., $204 for speeding.

Dec. 2 — Jordan A. Crone, 33,
Vickery, Ohio, $132 for speeding.

Robert J. Cohen, 42, Lakewood,
Colo., $186 for speeding.

McKinley D. Knox, 45, Wichita,
$120 for improper driving.

Jason R. Schmidt, 34, Parker,
Colo., $177 for speeding.

Joyce K. Thorp, 58, Oklahoma
City, $168 for speeding.

Derrick A. Dixon, 21, Ranch Sta-
tion, Ca., $159 for speeding.

David A. Mock, 22, Clifton,
Colo., $132 for speeding.

Dec. 3 — Abel Gutierrez, 20,
Kanorado, $300 for no liability and
$195 for speeding.


