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Prices don't seem to reflect actual value of things

| often wonder how people de-
cide how much money things are
worth.

Yes, | studied economics, and |
know all about supply and demand,
but | can’t help thinking there are
other influences.

For exampl e, people often com-
plainabout gasprices. If weall boy-
cotted and walked to work for
awhile, would the prices come
down? | doubt it. If they would, |
think we could get enough people
tojoin that boycott.

If wedoit next month, thosewho
made New Year’s resolutions to
exercise more can kill two birds
with one stone.

What I’ ve always wanted to
know is: who decided bras are
worth $20 or morewhen most of the

shirtswornover them are cheaper?
I’ ve seen some pretty fancy brasin
magazineads, but when | looked at
theprice, | decidedif | wasgoingto
pay that much, | would haveto let
everyoneseeittobeworthit. After
al, you can’t hide $300 worth of
lace, canyou?

After Janet Jackson’s"wardrobe
malfunction” at the Super Bowl,
someonemadeacomment suggest-
ing she had breast implants.

| can’thelpbutthinkif | had paid
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thousands of dollars
for new breasts, |
would need to show
them off to somebody.
Why else spend the
money?

I mean, if youspend
hundreds or thou-
sands of dollars on anecklace, ev-
eryone sees it and oohs and ahhs.
Someyou cantell aresecretly jeal-
ous. Butif you spend themoney on
something you cover with your
shirt, where'sthejoy?

I’ve also wondered about the
prices art sells for at auction.
Granted, a one-of-a-kind painting
by afamousartistispriceless, soit
is difficult to set a standard. But
some of the prices set have been
astounding.

For example, “Irises’ by Vincent
Van Goghbrought $49millionatan
auction at Sotheby’sin1987; it has
been suggested it would bring alot
more Now.

With $49 million, | could have a
winter home, a summer home, a
beach house for vacation, several
cars, diamonds, a tremendous
wardrobe and never have to work
again.

For $49 million | could be the
crazy millionairelady with 50 cats
who never comes out of her house
if I wanted. How much allergy
medi cine can you buy for $49 mil-
lion?

But someone decided one paint-
ing isworth that much. To make it
worse, theartist talented enoughto
paint that masterpiece will never

seeany of that money. Likeall truly
great artists, he'sdead.

The prices of seeing a doctor,
staying in the hospital and buying
prescription drugs suggest that
most people really value their
health. But if that’strue, why do so
many risk their liveson plastic sur-
gery and extreme sports?

That's like saying, “1’d die for
thinthighsor acheap thrill, but 1’d
pay afortuneto be healthy.”

Andisn't it funny the day after
Christmas how the same box of
candy that wasworth $10two days
before is now worth only $57? It
surely didn’ttastetwiceasgoodtwo
daysbefore.

It makes mewonder why people
don’tdecideto celebrate Christmas
on the 27th, so they can havetime

toshopat half pricebeforetheparty.
Butthenif everyonedidit, thesales
would havetobeput off, supply and
demand.

| oftenremind myself that things
are only worth what someone i<
willing to pay for them, and the
thingsthat arereally important can't
bebought at any price.

Still, it’s disappointing to dc
without nice things because |
wasn't blessed with awealthy fam-
ily or ajob that payswell. And it’s
discouraging to know there are
people out there who can spend on
one painting more than | will have
toliveonfor my entirelife.

It makesmewonder what home-
less people think when someone
driveshby inacar that cost morethan
it would to buy them ahouse.

Forecast warned of cold week, “‘\White Christmas,” warm weekend

Well, it’s less than 36 hours be-
fore Christmas Eve as | write this
second to last column for 2004.

It hasbeenvery coldtoday, but it
isjust aforerunner of what isto
come.

Thetelevisionispredicting snow
starting thiseveningand on Thurs-
day. It will be cold again on Friday
with a nice warm-up for Saturday
and Sunday. | guesswe'll just have
to be patient and see how it all
comesout.

Some of the peoplewill beleav-
ing tomorrow for travelsto family
gatherings out of town and out of
state. Othershavegotteninaday or
S0 ago, sincethey havetoleavefor
home on Sunday.

Allthat I knowisl hopetheroads
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arein good shapefor travel. There
isnothing worse than trying to get
somewhere and having the roads
likeanicerink and visibility non-
existent. I’ve traveled that way a
coupleof timesanddon’twanttodo
that againunlessit’samatter of life
or death to get somewhere.

We had awedding in the family
on the 20th. My niece’s younger
son, Matt, who'sintheArmy, mar-

matters of record

ried afellow sol-
dieronMondayin
San Diego. They
had planned to
marry in early
spring when they
thought  they
would both be
throughwiththeir
specializedtrainingincommunica-
tions/satellitework.

But the girl got her notice right
after Thanksgivingthat her unitwas
being shippedtolragright after the
holidays. They didn’t want towait,
sothereforethe earlier date.

My feelings are confused as to
whether that was the right thing to
door not. | guesswe'll haveto ac-
cept whatever happens. After the

latest mess over there, it leaves a
sour taste in one’s mouth. | pray it
al turnsout OK for everyone.

Jonah McClung got his Christ-
maspresent early intheweek, anew
puppy.

He is going to call her Buffy;
she'sadarlinglittlecocker spaniel.
| held her, and she snuggled up
against me, but not until after akiss
onmy chinfrom her.

It makesonewishthey had adog
but not now. | get too attached to
one, and it would be a chore to
potty-trainapuppy. | will just enjoy
Jonah's.

| finally got my cards done and
mailed. | have given out my pre-
sentstoafew special friendsandin
returngot theirs, mostly food. They

arewonderful gifts, and | thank the
giversvery much.

| hope they have a neat holiday.
Withthisweather, thebest placefor
meis staying home out of the cold
andany possiblebad sidewalks. My
leg and knee have been more sore
than usual, but | had been warned
that would happen in extreme cold
likeispredicted.

My kneelocked for ashort time,
butit correcteditself, and | havehad
not problemssincethattime. | hope
not to, asit scared meto death and
almost put meintears. | hope 2005
turnsout to be much better.

My friend stoppedinto seemefor
a short visit. He too was having
more achesthan usual. Just takean
aspirin, stay warmand off any side-

walksif they should get bad, wasthe
adviceof hisdoctor.

| got a good taste of the green
bean casserolethat wasinthe paper
around Thanksgiving. If you kept
therecipe, tryit, asl justloveditanc
hope to make some after the holi-
days.

Usually, green bean casserole
wasn'toneof my favorites. Thisone
sure hit the spot.

| really don’t have too much
news, asmost everyoneisbusy, ei-
ther gettingready totravel or await-
ing company.

With nothing further, I’ll just
closefor now and seewhat thelast
week of December brings. Until
next time, have a safe and happy
holiday.

District Traffic

Thefollowingfineswerepaidin
the Sherman County District Court:

Nov. 29 — Ryan H. Hoagland,
19, Denver, $204 for speeding.

MelissaD. Sellon, 26, Arvada,
Colo., $126 for speeding.

AlfredJ. Pratt, 59, Lanham, Md.,
$120 for over weight limit on
wheelsand axles.

Ricardo E. Gonzalez, 26,
Glenwood Springs, Colo., $159for
speeding.

Toni M. Rago, 18, Loveland,
Colo., $177 for speeding.

Lorenzo D. Buitts, Pierson, Fla.,
$235 for over weight limit on
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wheelsand axles.

Jeffrey L. Pratt, 44, Billings,
Mont., $124 for tractor trailer vio-
lation.

Elizabeth M. Elias, 23, Fort
Collins, Colo., $168 for speeding.

Carol T. Carson, 64, Memphis,
Tenn., $114 for speeding.

Erik L. Dargevics, Jr., 51, Steam-
boat Springs, Colo., $204for speed-
ing.

Julie N. Gruber, 33, Loveland,
Colo., $138 for speeding and $10
for no childrestraint.

Eugene Diculescu, 72, Rolling
Meadows, I11., $126 for speeding
and $10for no seat belt.

Gerald L. Anderson, Jr., 39,
Arvada, Colo., $360 for driving
under suspension, $78for speeding
and $20for no child restraint.

Kevin E. Burke, 42,
Breckenridge, Colo., $138 for
speeding.

JeanneC. Vanhelden, 40, Tampa,
Fla., $126 for speeding.

JudithH. Stratton, 53, Cedar Hill,
Texas, $90for speeding.

Ronald C. Windhorst, 37,
Tarponspring, Fla., $92 for over
weight limitsonwheelsand axles.

Bernadette A. Barsoom, 31,
Highland Ranch, Colo., $186 for
speeding.

Fausto Cambizaca, 50, Detroit,
Mich., $144 for speeding.

Thomas C. Reno, 38, Colorado
Springs, $126 for speeding.

Maria L. Aguilera, 39, Liberal,
$80for no child restraint.

Gerald E. Compeau, Jr., 40,
Hampstead, N.C., $120 for speed-
ing.

Udaykumar Habbu, 35, Houston,
Texas, $168 for speeding.

John M. Hageland, 38,
Carbondale, Colo., $150for speed-
ing.

Vincent G. Johnson, 48, Kansas
City, Mo., $126 for speeding.
Nov. 30— Michael D. Egner, 40,
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Colby, $120 for tractor trailer vio-
lations and $36 for improper park-
ing.

Sunny S. Vargas, 27, Colorado
Springs, Colo., $255 for speeding
and $60for no license.

Dec. 1 — Wayne E. Buchannan,
51, Burlington, Colo., $138 for
speeding.

DouglasF. Adams, 51, Colorado
Springs, Colo., $132 for speeding.

Beverly A. Goering, 59, Fort
Callins, Colo., $126 for speeding.

Kathleen M. Allen, 56, Topeka,
$132 for speeding.

Nicholas J. Foley, 18, North
Glenn, Colo., $204 for speeding.

Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Dec. 2 — Jordan A. Crone, 33,
Vickery, Ohio, $132 for speeding.

Robert J. Cohen, 42, Lakewood,
Colo., $186 for speeding.

McKinley D. Knox, 45, Wichita,
$120 for improper driving.

Jason R. Schmidt, 34, Parker,
Colo., $177 for speeding.

Joyce K. Thorp, 58, Oklahomz
City, $168for speeding.

DerrickA. Dixon, 21, Ranch Sta-
tion, Ca., $159 for speeding.

David A. Mock, 22, Clifton,
Colo., $132 for speeding.

Dec. 3 — Abel Gutierrez, 20,
Kanorado, $300for noliability an
$195 for speeding.
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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727 [
Business: (785) 899-2553 |} 1 ‘f

Home: (785) 899-3974 |

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

NEXX/ SYSTEM

Pnebessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Hve the ability to make money in arising market or
A falling market.

Come ask us how!

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main « Goodland, Kan.
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth

470 14th St. « Burlington, Colo.
e 719-346-9435

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium -
Custom
Tailoring
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Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
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Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Praes

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138




