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Health Essentials

Natural Foods, Vitamins,
Massage Therapy,

Acupuncture & More

Natural Living Cottage
& Wellness Center

314 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
719-346-4681

Shop Burlington Shop Burlington for all your needs

Superior Flooring &
Rugs

360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
719-346-7579

Dan & Myrna Troyer

•Flooring•Gift Items
•Gourmet Chocolate
•Window Covering
• Wall paper

Let
Advertising work for you!

Call
785-899-2338

•Controlled consumption
guaranteed
•Protein and mineral tabs
•Increase Profits and Herd
Health

1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5220

Your Total
Scrapbooking Store

Next Crop
Saturday, Oct. 16, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Come join us to learn how to
scrapbook. Call for information

1371 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5538  1-800-247-9081
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - noon

The Feed BunkThe Feed Bunk
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‘Miracle dog’ survives fire

The cost of losing a companion,
a beloved pet, can be pretty high, but
the cost of saving an animal that is
sick or injured can soar, too.

Annette Fairbanks went down
that road with her dog Sadie who
was burned in a kennel fire. Sadie
suffered burns on 40 percent of her
body and required surgery, special
therapy and a long stay in the K-
State veterinary hospital.

“It was very expensive,” said Fair-
banks, adding that she didn’t feel
comfortable talking about the details.

Making a decision that many
couldn’t afford, she said she took
Sadie to the vet when they found her
after the fire and started treatment
before they knew how extensive her
injuries were.

Sadie ended up going from the
Prairieland Animal Clinic in Good-
land to Oakley Veterinary Service
and then on to the Veterinary Medi-
cal Teaching Hospital at the Kansas
State University.

“It really snowballed,” Fairbanks
said, “but you do what you have to
do.”

The dog was admitted to the uni-
versity hospital, where she stayed
for 60 days. Sadie was in the inten-
sive care unit for 36 days and she
underwent 29 hydrotherapy ses-
sions, water therapy to remove dead
skin from her burns before they
could be treated. She had five sur-
geries and required services from
seven branches of the hospital.

Fairbanks said the bills kept piling

Cost of saving a pet can soar

“The building was completely
disintegrated,” he said.

He said the building had been
used for breeding dogs for almost
20 years and the electricity was all
in conduits. He said the licensed
boarding facility was regularly in-
spected, too.

Fairbanks said that night, the
wind was from the northwest and
Sadie was in the cage that was far-
thest to the south.

“Sadie was the worst burned,”
she said. “We think she got the brunt
of the heat.”

“It was a real windy night in No-
vember,” Bentzinger said.

The kennel had indoor rooms that
were heated and air conditioned, he
said, and the dogs had access to the
outside through automated doors.
He believes none of the dogs would
have survived if they hadn’t bee
able to escape to the covered outside
area.

“That big roof outside,” he said,
“I think that’s what deflected the
heat.”

Dr. Gary Smith at the Prairieland
Animal Clinic in Goodland was the
first to see the dogs and he said none
of them had visible burns. Since the
burns were caused by heat, he said,
some of the sores surfaced over
time.

“As far as having places that were
burnt,” Smith said of his first en-
counter with the dogs, “you didn’t
see any.”

He said Sadie was acting hurt and
in shock, so he took her back to the
clinic. The other dogs were checked
and then released to their owners.

Smith said he hooked Sadie up to
antibiotics, oxygen and gave her
pain medication. He said they did
blood work on the dog and put her
in the bath first thing.

“I give him credit,” Fairbanks
said, “for basically saving her life
right from the start.”

She said Sadie seemed to be in
shock and while in the clinic, she
refused to eat and would urinate
black from the smoke inhalation.

After almost a week, she was not
getting better. Fairbanks said Smith
decided Sadie was probably just
depressed and sent her home.

Looking for a second opinion,
Fairbanks took the dog to Dr.
Tammy Swartz, a 1999 Kansas
State University graduate, at the
Oakley Veterinary Service.

“I just wanted someone else to
look at her,” she said. “(Sadie’s) part
of the family.”

Dr. Swartz said she started by
treating the two visible burn spots
on the dog. She said through the
treatment, they noticed Sadie’s hair
was hiding a lot of her burns.

Since the largest burns were not
caused by direct contact with the
fire, Dr. Swartz said, the hair was
not singed, but the skin underneath
had died.

“It was a horrible, horrible burn
on her back,” said Fairbanks as she
examined a photograph. “It was like
a bad, bad sunburn covered up by
hair.”

After hooking Sadie up with flu-
ids and antibiotics Dr. Swartz did
blood work and discovered some
internal problems. She said that was
when she decided to call the Veteri-
nary Medical Teaching Hospital at
Kansas State University in Manhat-
tan for help.

“We just don’t have a 24-hour
ICU (intensive care unit),” she said,
adding that Sadie needed extensive
reconstructive surgery and the iso-
lation available at the hospital. “I
send dogs to K-State all the time.”

The hospital was willing to take
on the case, and Fairbanks said she
would take her to K-State that day.
She said they loaded the patient up
in the back of her car with an IV rig
and everything.

“It looked like a mobile MASH
unit,” she recalled with a laugh.

On the drive to the university,
Fairbanks said, she got several
check-up calls from Dr. Swartz,

Kennel fire in 2003 hurt five dogs
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
A kennel fire on Nov. 22, 2003,

took the life of one dog and injured
four, including the Fairbanks
family’s Sadie.

Harley, a 4-year-old golden
haired German shepherd-golden
retriever mix, died 10 days after the
fire from injuries.

“I fell in love with that dog,” said
Harley’s owner, Christie Rasure.
“They become like family mem-
bers.”

She said the family kept Harley as
a foster dog for the Northwest Kan-
sas Animal Shelter. Rasure, a self-
professed cat lover, said Harley had
helped her get over a fear of dogs.

“I miss Harley,” she said, “be-
cause he was my companion and he
was my protector.”

The Rasures had left Harley and
Max, their 10-year-old black Ger-
man shepherd foster dog, at the 4-
B Boarding Kennel, just west of
Goodland, when they went out of
town for a convention in Kansas
City, Kan. When they returned three
days later, they discovered their
dogs had been in the kennel fire.

Harley had just gone through a
procedure to treat the burns, she

said, when he died from complica-
tions.

“Harley would not have made it
as long as he did if it wasn’t for the
care Dennis and Dorothy (Bentz-
inger, owners of the 4-B Boarding
Kennel) gave him,” Rasure said.
“That shows how much care they
give them.”

Max had a few burns, she said,
but with his thick coat, they are still
discovering more marks. She said
they treat the burns with cream, and
Max seems to have fully recovered
from the ordeal.

Two more dogs, Jacks and
Sophie, owned by Deborah and
Terry Martin, were victims in the
kennel fire.

“It was awful,” said Mrs. Martin.
Both dogs were initially treated

and then released. Sophie, a 4-year-
old medium mixed breed dog, only
had minor wounds but, Martin said,
she was traumatized by the fire.
Burns on Jacks, a 4-year-old black
lab, surfaced over the next couple
of weeks.

Like Sadie, Jacks needed hydro-
therapy on the serious burns on his
back, shoulders and leg.

Martin said Terry took several
trips to the Oakley Veterinary Ser-

vice for medication and treatment
for Jacks. The dog even spent three
days in Oakley where he was given
more intense hydrotherapy, strong
pain relievers and antibiotics.

She said Terry turned a large
downstairs shower into their hydro-
therapy station to clean Jacks’
wounds.

“It was a lot of work,” Martin
said, “and a lot of time.”

Although Jacks’ injuries were not
as severe as Sadie’s, Martin said he
still has places that will not grow
hair. She said Jacks didn’t fully re-
cover until spring last year, but he
acts fine today.

“It’s just unbelievable,” Martin
said, “what they can pull through
with love.”

The three families, the
Fairbankses, Rasures and Martins,
have spent a lot of time together
through the dogs’ healing.

“I check in with Annette (Fair-
banks) often,” Martin said, “to see
how Sadie is doing. Jerry and
Annette have just been great.”

Rasure says she sometimes has
trouble seeing Sadie because it re-
minds her of Harley.

“Every time I see Sadie,” she
said, “I cry because I want Harley
back.”

up until she and her husband Jerry
finally went and took out a loan.

“It would be a definite hardship
for anyone,” she said, adding that
once the treatments started, they felt
like they couldn’t just quit.

Not only did Sadie’s treatment
cost the Fairbankses financially, but
emotionally, too. Fairbanks de-
voted her time to Sadie, performing
hydrotherapy in their home after
she was released. She worried about
the treatments, Sadie’s surgeries
and her pain level.

Seeing Sadie healthy, Fairbanks
said it was worth all the expense.

“The main concern was just get-
ting her healthy,” she said. “She
leads a pretty normal life. She’s
happy.”
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Aubrey Alfaro (right), one of the senior students assigned to care of Sadie, helped to calm her through
a hydrotherapy session. Students and doctors went through 29 hydrotherapy sessions with Sadie
as they removed the burned, dead skin from her back. Sadie was wrapped from head to tail in ban-
dages after every session.     Photos provided by Annette Fairbanks


