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‘Miracledog’ survivesfire

SADIE, from Page la

“The building was completely
disintegrated,” he said.

He said the building had been
used for breeding dogs for almost
20 yearsand the electricity wasall
in conduits. He said the licensed
boarding facility wasregularly in-
spected, too.

Fairbanks said that night, the
wind was from the northwest and
Sadiewasin the cage that wasfar-
thest to the south.

“Sadie was the worst burned,”
shesaid. “Wethink shegot thebrunt
of thehheat.”

“Itwasareal windy nightinNo-
vember,” Bentzinger said.

Thekennel hadindoor roomsthat
wereheatedand air conditioned, he
said, and thedogs had accesstothe
outside through automated doors.
Hebelievesnoneof thedogswould
have survived if they hadn’t bee
abletoescapetothecovered outside
area.

“That big roof outside,” he said,
“| think that’s what deflected the
heat.”

Dr. Gary SmithatthePrairieland
Animal Clinicin Goodlandwasthe
firsttoseethedogsandhesaidnone
of themhadvisibleburns. Sincethe
burnswere caused by heat, hesaid,
some of the sores surfaced over
time.

“ Asfar ashavingplacesthat were
burnt,” Smith said of hisfirst en-
counter with the dogs, “you didn’t
seeany.”

Hesaid Sadiewasacting hurt and
inshock, so hetook her back tothe
clinic. Theother dogswerechecked
and then rel eased to their owners.

Smith said hehooked Sadieupto
antibiotics, oxygen and gave her
pain medication. He said they did
blood work on the dog and put her
inthebath first thing.

“I give him credit,” Fairbanks
said, “for basically saving her life
right fromthestart.”

She said Sadie seemed to bein
shock and while in the clinic, she
refused to eat and would urinate
black from the smokeinhalation.

After almost aweek, shewasnot
getting better. Fairbankssaid Smith
decided Sadie was probably just
depressed and sent her home.

Looking for a second opinion,
Fairbanks took the dog to Dr.
Tammy Swartz, a 1999 Kansas
State University graduate, at the
Oakley Veterinary Service.

“| just wanted someone else to
look at her,” shesaid.“ (Sadi€'s) part
of thefamily.”

Dr. Swartz said she started by
treating the two visible burn spots
on the dog. She said through the
treatment, they noticed Sadie’ shair
washiding alot of her burns.

Sincethe largest burns were not
caused by direct contact with the
fire, Dr. Swartz said, the hair was
not singed, but the skin underneath
had died.

“It was a horrible, horrible burn
onher back,” said Fairbanksasshe
examinedaphotograph. “ Itwaslike
abad, bad sunburn covered up by
hair.”

After hooking Sadieup withflu-
ids and antibiotics Dr. Swartz did
blood work and discovered some
internal problems. Shesaidthat was
when shedecidedto call theVeteri-
nary Medical Teaching Hospital at
KansasStateUniversityinManhat-
tanfor help.

“We just don’t have a 24-hour
ICU (intensivecareunit),” shesaid,
adding that Sadieneeded extensive
reconstructive surgery and theiso-
lation available at the hospital. “I
send dogsto K-Stateall thetime.”

The hospital waswilling to take
onthecase, and Fairbankssaid she
would take her to K-State that day.
She said they |oaded the patient up
intheback of her car withan IV rig
and everything.

“It looked like amobile MASH
unit,” sherecalled with alaugh.

On the drive to the university,
Fairbanks said, she got several
check-up calls from Dr. Swartz,

See SADIE, Page 9a

Cost of saving a pet can soar

The cost of 1osing acompanion,
abel oved pet, canbepretty high, but
the cost of saving an animal thatis
sick or injured can soar, too.

Annette Fairbanks went down
that road with her dog Sadie who
was burned in akennel fire. Sadie
suffered burnson 40 percent of her
body and required surgery, special
therapy and a long stay in the K-
State veterinary hospital.

“Itwasvery expensive,” said Fair-
banks, adding that she didn't feel
comfortabletalkingabout thedetails.

Making a decision that many
couldn’t afford, she said she took
Sadietothevet whenthey found her
after the fire and started treatment
beforethey knew how extensiveher
injurieswere.

Sadie ended up going from the
PrairielandAnimal Clinicin Good-
land to Oakley Veterinary Service
andthenontotheVeterinary Medi-
cal Teaching Hospital at theKansas
State University.

“Itreally snowballed,” Fairbanks
said, “but you do what you haveto
do.”

Thedogwasadmitted totheuni-
versity hospital, where she stayed
for 60 days. Sadiewasintheinten-
sive care unit for 36 days and she
underwent 29 hydrotherapy ses-
sions, water therapy toremovedead
skin from her burns before they
could be treated. She had five sur-
geries and required services from
seven branches of the hospital.

Fairbankssaidthebillskept piling

up until she and her husband Jerry
finally went and took out aloan.

“It would be a definite hardship
for anyone,” she said, adding that
oncethetreatmentsstarted, they felt
likethey couldn’t just quit.

Not only did Sadi€’s treatment
costtheFairbanksesfinancially, but
emotionally, too. Fairbanks de-
voted her timeto Sadie, performing
hydrotherapy in their home after
shewasrel eased. Sheworried about
the treatments, Sadie’s surgeries
and her painlevel.

Seeing Sadie healthy, Fairbanks
saidit wasworth all the expense.

“Themain concern wasjust get-
ting her healthy,” she said. “She
leads a pretty normal life. She's

happy.”

Kennel fire in 2003 hurt five dogs

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A kennel fire on Nov. 22, 2003,
took thelife of onedog andinjured
four, including the Fairbanks
family’s Sadie.

Harley, a 4-year-old golden
haired German shepherd-golden
retriever mix, died 10daysafter the
firefrominjuries.

“Ifellinlovewiththat dog,” said
Harley’s owner, Christie Rasure.
“They become like family mem-
bers.”

Shesaidthefamily kept Harley as
afoster dogfor the Northwest Kan-
sasAnimal Shelter. Rasure, a self-
professed cat lover, said Harley had
helped her get over afear of dogs.

“l1 miss Harley,” she said, “be-
causehewasmy companionand he
was my protector.”

TheRasureshad |eft Harley and
Max, their 10-year-old black Ger-
man shepherd foster dog, at the 4-
B Boarding Kennel, just west of
Goodland, when they went out of
town for a convention in Kansas
City, Kan.Whenthey returnedthree
days later, they discovered their
dogshad beeninthekennel fire.

Harley had just gone through a
procedure to treat the burns, she

said, when he died from complica-
tions.

“Harley would not have made it
aslongashedidif itwasn’t for the
care Dennis and Dorothy (Bentz-
inger, owners of the 4-B Boarding
Kennel) gave him,” Rasure said.
“That shows how much care they
givethem.”

Max had a few burns, she said,
but with histhick coat, they arestill
discovering more marks. She said
they treat theburnswith cream, and
Max seemsto havefully recovered
fromtheordeal.

Two more dogs, Jacks and
Sophie, owned by Deborah and
Terry Martin, were victimsin the
kennel fire.

“Itwasawful,” saidMrs. Martin.

Both dogs were initially treated
andthenreleased. Sophie, a4-year-
old medium mixed breed dog, only
had minor woundsbut, Martinsaid,
she was traumatized by the fire.
Burns on Jacks, a4-year-old black
lab, surfaced over the next couple
of weeks.

Like Sadie, Jacks needed hydro-
therapy on the seriousburnson his
back, shouldersand leg.

Martin said Terry took several
tripsto the Oakley Veterinary Ser-

vice for medication and treatment
for Jacks. Thedog even spent three
daysin Oakley wherehewasgiven
more intense hydrotherapy, strong
painrelieversand antibiotics.

She said Terry turned alarge
downstairsshower intotheir hydro-
therapy station to clean Jacks’
wounds.

“It was alot of work,” Martin
said, “and alot of time.”

AlthoughJacks' injurieswerenot
assevereasSadie’'s, Martinsaid he
still has places that will not grow
hair. She said Jacksdidn’t fully re-
cover until spring last year, but he
actsfinetoday.

“It'sjust unbelievable,” Martin
said, “what they can pull through
withlove.”

The three families, the
Fairbankses, Rasuresand Martins,
have spent alot of time together
throughthedogs’ healing.

“I check in with Annette (Fair-
banks) often,” Martin said, “to see
how Sadie is doing. Jerry and
Annette havejust been great.”

Rasure says she sometimes has
trouble seeing Sadie becauseit re-
minds her of Harley.

“Every time | see Sadie,” she
said, “I cry because | want Harley
back.”
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Aubrey Alfaro (right), one of the senior students assigned to care of Sadie, helped to calm her through
a hydrotherapy session. Students and doctors went through 29 hydrotherapy sessions with Sadie
as they removed the burned, dead skin from her back. Sadie was wrapped from head to tail in ban-
dages after every session.

Photos provided by Annette Fairbanks

Colby Community College — Goodland Outreach

Goodland Enrollment:
Wednesday, January 5%, 1:00-4:30 p.m. MT; Northwest Kansas Technical College Murray Center
Wednesday, January 5%, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. MT, at the Goodland High School Cafeteria

Note: Please register in advance for ITV classes so textbooks and handouts can be made available.

Spring 2005

Course Course Name Instructor CR Tuition Place Time Start
Number i + Fees Date
MONDAY [ ]
EN 176 English Composition [ ‘ L. VanLoenen 3 $171 GHS - 226 6:00-9:00 pm 1710
ML 237 Spanish Composition & Conversation --- 1TV Susan Hall 3 $171 Murray Center 7767:9(7)-797:00 pm ) 124
TUESDAY i -
ED 177 Foundations of Modern Education — 1TV C. May - 3 7 ,$1,86 Murray Cemerr ] 5:30-8:30 pm 1/18
EN 108 Personal & Téchnical Writing L. Rossbach 3 $171 - VMurray Center 5:3948:}0 pm ) l/l l,
WEDNESDAY i
PH 103 Earth Science D. Friedrichs 5 $325 (yHSF eﬁchABldg. 6:00-9:00 pm 112
PH 103L Earth Science Lab D. Friedrichs 0 $0 (?Hs;lief,h.Bldg- 6:00-9:00 pm /12
HE 101 Basic Nutrition — 1TV J. Thyfault 3 $186 Munav Center 7§:QO-9:00 pm 1/12
THURSDAY __ i " i
HI 177 American History 1865 to Present R. Walz 3 $171 Murray Center 3:30 pm ] 1720
FD 129 Advanced Signing Exact English M. Fisher Haskins 2 $114 GHS ITV Room | 5:00-7:00 pm 771/7270 _
MONDAY / WEDNESDAY I _
P1276 Introduction to Ethics — [TV | M. McVay 3 $717867 Murray Center 3:00-4:397!)!1717 i 1/12
AL 105 Nurse Aide | S. Pearson 2 $114 Good Se}m 6:00-10:00 m | 73/2
AL 170;3 7Nurse Aide I S. Pearson 3 $171 Good Sarrnr o 6:00-10:00 pm 3{2
MONDAY / THURSDAY — ] o I
MA 169 B Survey of Mathematics J. Oesterreich 3 $171 Murray Center 4:35 1/6
MONDAY / WEDNESDAY / THURSDAY 1 . — ) . — o o B
BA 177 Human Relations { S. Calliham 3 ] 51771 Murray Center 3:7357%:30 pm 1/6
MA 178 College Algebra J. Oesterreich 3 $1 7', h{lurfay Centgr B 2:35-3:30 pm L ]f6
MA 169 A Survey of Mathematics J. Oesterreich 3 i $17l, Murray Center 7 3:35-4:30 pm i l/§ )
PS 176 General Psycholocy S. Calliham 3 $171 Murray Center "727:35-3:30 pm 1/6
MONDAY / WEDNESDAY / SATURDAY B -
AL 110 Medication Aide S. Pearson 4 $2%8 Good Sarl 6pm MW l Oam S| 22
7 WEDNESDAY / FRIDAY / SATURDAY i - i B
PE177 Personal & Community Health J. Helmut 3 $171 Murray Center 4:00-6:00 pm WF 1/5
8:00am-12:00 S
I<;RIIV)AY/SATURDAVYV e
SP 106 Interpersonal Communications — [TV S. Calliham 3 $171 Murray Center 5:00-10:00 pm F 4/8
(Meets 3 weekends of April 8-9, 15-16, 22-23) _ 8am-5pmS
: ;S 225 ” Death & Dying V Staff 1 7$67 Murray Centeri B TBA TBA
PS 111 Cults Staff 1 $67 Murray Center TBA TBA
| PS 162 Topics in Applied Psychplogy - Sports Psychology ‘ Staff 1 | $67 ) MufTa)j Cenwrr ) TBA TBA
| TO BE ANNOUNCED (TBA) \ J B o b
I EN 177 English Composition Il L. VanLoenen 3 ‘ $17l | GHS —226 TBA ; TBA
AR 123 Intro. to Crafts (Stained Glass) C. KiCk,l,er, ’ 3 $171 TBA ) TB{@ ‘ TBA |
) G.E.D. / Adult Basic Education Staff NC ; Mufray C?“fi’ | TBA } TBA
! DUAL-CREDIT CLASSES AT GHS . o i .
; EN177A Engtish Composition 11 ) L. Van Loenen 3 $171 GHS??E» 1:58-3:20 Black I 1718 |
! EN177B English Composition II L. Van Loenen 3 $171 ‘ GH§-226 12:33-1:55 Gold | 1/12?
EN177C English Cnmpo;ition ;l L. Van Loenen 3 $171 : GﬁS—ZZG 717:58-3:20 VGold 1/18 ;
MA 178 A College Algebra ) B ). Elli})n 3 $l71 B L GHS -222 B 7:50-9:12 Ggld . 1/18
MA i78 B Coliege Algebra i Elliott - 3 ‘ $171 | ‘ GHS - 2227 N 1}:?3—1:55 Black [ 1/18

Tuition indicated is for Kansas residents only. Refer to tuition note below for non-resident rates.

Tuition is $57.00 per credit hour for Kansas residents; $99.00 per credit hour for non-residents; $70.00 per credit hour for special non-residents. Some
classes have additional fees. Special non-residents are any residents of Colorado and Nebraska.
There is a single $5.00 per semester Tech Fee assessed to each student.
ITV classes require pre-registration and have an additional $5.00 per credit hour fee. Conta(l;t Sharon Hall_ ] ) ) )
A Colby Community College counselor will be available at both enrollments to answer questions on financial aid, graduation requirements, and career options.
For additional information contact: Sharon Hall  (785) 899-5930

or

Call toll free (888) 634-9350 ext. 692 . or check our website at www.colbyce.edu

for additional information.
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Your Total \’ITALl X
Scrapbooking Store INC. ™ L et =Flooring=Gift Items
Saturda O':EXIGC?E 8 pm «Controlled consumption e =Gourmet Chocolate
Natural Foods, Vitamins, urday, LCL. 19, 6amM.-6 .M. | 19, aranteed el | «Window Coverin
Massage Therapy, Come join us to learn how to «Protein and mineral tabs Adver“Sl I"Ig WOFk fOF yOU . 9
scrapbook. Call for information ' = Wall paper
Acupuncture & More P 1371 Rose Ave =Increase Profits and Herd Call Superior Flooring &
Natural Living Cottage Burlington Cc;j Health 785-899-2338 Rugs
& Wellness Center 719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081 1847 Rose Ave., 360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
314 14th Street, Burlington, Co. | [ Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Burlington, Co. 719-346-7579
\_ 719-346-4681 J \__Saturday8am.-noon  J \_ 719-346-5220 ) L ) L Dan & Myrna Troyer )

)




