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from our viewpoint...

New year begins,
a tough one ends

Thepast year wasrough from beginning totheend, and the
Asiantsunami disaster put something of an exclamation point
ontheyear.

Intoday’ sGoodland Star-News, wetakeal ook back at some
of the top stories of the year, and while there were plenty of
good stories, the death and violence of 2004 seemed to stand
out.

Theyear saw both some of theworst dust stormsin the past
30years, andaglimmer of hopefor theend of thedrought. Driv-
ing around, you seesomeof thebest wheat that hasbeengrown
here for many years. True, the wheat can find many waysto
diebefore summer, but farmersare starting thenew year with
achancefor agreat crop.

Businessin Goodland hashaditsupsand downsthroughthe
year, but at the end there are positive signs of growth despite
theclosing someof businessesand theannouncement that the
Aten Department Storeisclosing. Wayneand BarbAtenhave
provided astrong anchor for downtownfor over 22 years, and
wehopethey enjoy their retirement.

Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp. got off to ashaky start, but
thecompany i smanufacturing gaskets, training employeesand
movingforward. Itssuccesswill beobviouswhentheparking
lot at the Ed Wolak building hold morethan afew carsevery
day.
WorkersbuildingtheCheyennePlainsPipelinegavethecity
and county abig boost in businessfor thefinal months of the
year, and the momentum may carry over into thisyear.

In selecting thetop 10 stories, there were many that did not
make the list one of those was the purchase of the old Apple
Trail truck stopby Doug Irvinand hisbrother Mike. Their plans
arenot firm, but it already looks better out there with the old
motel gone.

Another of those storiesisthe purchase of the old Safeway
building by Harlan House. Whether thiseventual ly will mean
the opening of anew grocery remainsto be seen, butitiscer-
tainly astep forward to have the building under local owner-
ship.

Empty buildingsremainonMain, and astheyear opens, there
will be a couple more as businesses close their doors. Plans
for some of these buildings are on the drawing boards, and it
will beinteresting to see how many remain empty by theend
of theyear.

Herl Chevrolet has changed the appearance of the old
Gibson’sbuilding with hisnew car salesfacility, and it hasto
beapositiveimpression when peoplecomeoff the Interstate.

The High Plains museum continues to develop plans and
raisemoney to build at the east |-70 exit which would further
developthat area.

Itisgoodto seethe Sinclair station open at the east exit, and
theremay be some plansfor further expansioninthat area.

Theremodeling of theHoward Johnson’ shotel wasamajor
step forward, and the new car wash that replaced Kentucky
Fried Chicken hasimproved thelook of that areaalong K-27.

Thenew year isachanceto start withacleandateandfocus
on the good things that can be accomplished. Thereisevery
indication thiscan beagreat year. — Tom Betz
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Having children home is fun,

Having all the children homefor the holidays
wasfun— and nerve-racking for all of us.

The children are no longer youngsters. Our
oldest is 30, married and living in Georgia. She
hasbeen out of our homefor adozenyears. Infact,
she hasn't lived in Kansas (except for one sum-
mer during college) since shewas6.

The next daughter is 27. She graduated from
college and taught for three years before going
to graduate school. She has a steady boyfriend
and livesin South Carolina.

SonlivesinLawrence, whereheworks, hangs
out with hisfriendsand raisescats. He's 24.

Son came home for Thanksgiving and heand
youngest daughter were home at the sametime
last year. However, because of her job, husband
and distance, oldest daughter hasn’t been home
for ayear, sowehaven’'t had our family together
sinceshewasmarriedin August 2002.

Thisweekend, they wereall here, andwewere
all wondering how we lived together, mostly in
harmony, all thoseyears.

Not that they fight. They all get along quite
well.

It'sjust that they take up so much room these
days.

Forthelastfiveyears, Steveand| havehadthe
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® Open season

house to ourselves. Children’s bedrooms have
been converted into storage and an office.

Suddenly, wehad peoplesleepingin bedsthat
haven’'t been occupiedinyears. Therewerefive
adultsneeding to useoneshower withinanhour.

The grocery cart was overflowing and the
fridgeholdsstuff | can’t even pronounce. (What
ishumus, anyway 7}

Our dining room table usually has plenty of
roomfor us, thedaily mail and apileof newspa-
pers.

Thisweek, eventhepoinsettial put out hadto
bemovedtoasidetable. Wefilled all spacesand
pilesof Christmascardswereshuffledfromplace
toplace.

| was proud of usall, however. We werefive
adultsusedtolivingapart, andwegot al ong beau-
tifully for four days. We even took everyoneon
aroadtripand noonegot upset, eventhoughthree
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nerve-racking

adultsintheback seat of an Explorerisatight fit
for athree-hour drive.

The kids were home because it was my
mother’s80th birthday, and weall jammed our-
selvesin thetruck and went to visit Grandmain
Concordiaon ChristmasEve.

We grabbed Mom out of the nursing home,
went out for Chinesefood, took family pictures
and piled back intotheExplorer for thethree-hour
trip home.

Weskidded intotownintimefor church, then
went home for our traditional Christmas Eve
meal of steak, twice-baked potatoes and green
beans.

Oldest daughter is back in Georgia now. Son
left for Lawrenceon Sunday, sincehehadtowork
Monday.

Only youngest daughter remains. Shewill be
hitting the road this week for South Carolina.
Since she'sastudent again, shehasalittlemore
time off.

I’m alittle sad that they’ re all gone or going,
but I’ ve got to admit, there’s alot more room
aroundherenow. And| suspectthey’ll al beglad
to get back to their own places.

It'snicetovisit, butit’ sniceto behomeagain.
Andinour family, homeiswherethe catsare.

Jingle Bells is full of violations

The Prosecutor frowned, going over there-
port.

Thiswould not do. Thiswould just not do.

Hesighed, and shook hishead.

A host of violationsin this“Jingle, Bells’
caper.

Lineby line, he checked them off.

“Dashing thro’ the snow.”

Soundslikespeeding, might becarelessdriv-
ing.
“O'erthefieldswego.”

Trespassing.

“Laughing all the way; bells on Bobtail
ring.”

Noiseviolation. Haveto check the dB read-
ings.

“Making spiritsbright.”

Spirits! Possible SM (sleighing while in-
toxi cated), maybe open container.

“MissFannieBrightwasseated by my side.”

Let'ssee, Bright, Fannie, age 15. Third-de-
gree sexual assault on a minor if he touched
her, contributing to the delinquency, minor in
possessionif sheshared the spirits.

“The horse was lean and lank; misfortune
seemed hislot.”

Call animal welfare; possibleabuse, malnu-
trition.

“Hegot into adrifted bank, and we, we got
upsot.”

Reckless and heedless driving, leaving the
scene, duty to render aid. Wasthehorsehurt?

“Goitwhileyou’ reyoung; takethegirlsto-
night.”

Moreunderagegirls. Call childwelfare.

“Just get a bobtailed nag; two-forty for his
speed.”

Horse droppings. That’s an environmental
citation.

“Thenhitchhimtoanopendeigh; and crack!
You'll takethelead.”

Wait until PETA hears about this! Animal
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cruelty for sure.

Let's see, that'swhat, 14 violations, maybe
15, all misdemeanor sunlessthere'sprior con-
viction on the SM. The girl’s parents aren’t
goingtobeveryhappy. WE' I havetoimpound
thedeighasevidence, andtakethegirlsinfor
guestioning.

Need permissiontosearchthedeigh, unless

T GUESS YouL
WANT A NIGHT
LIGHT...

maybe we can do that under the Patriot Act.
Hateto wakethejudge upto get awarrant.
We can keep this guy for 48 hours, maybe
longer if we get animmigration hold.
“Breaking rocksinthehot sun.”
When the judge gets through with him, this
guy’ [l beaguest at thecounty hotel for acouple
of years.

It's sort of old-fashioned, and probably not
politically correct, but Merry Christmasfrom
all of usat The Sar-News.

Stay out of trouble, don’t drink and drive,
remember to love your neighbor, and aways
keep in mind, the Reason for the Season
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I THINK T'LL
LIE HERE
ALL PAY

I CAN'T THINK OF ANYTHING
TO DO TOPAY

www.garfield.com
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