o 1NE

(500

Volume 73, Number 1

dland Star-News

Twelve Pages

Tuesday, January 4

MIDWEEK

2005

Goodland, Kansas 67735

a0

Today
* Sunset, 4:37 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:38 p.m.

Midday Conditions

« Soil temperature 34 degrees
* Humidity 92 percent
* Sky cloudy
* Winds southwest 3 mph.
+ Barometer 30.19 inches

and steady
* Record High today 70° (2001)
*Record Low today -19° (1959)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 30°
Low Sunday 18°
Precipitation none
This month none
Year to date none
Normal .02

The Topside Forecast
Today: cloudy with periods of
sleet and snow after 9 a.m., tem-
perature falling to 16, 80 percent
chance of snow with accumula-
tions of 2 to 4 inches, low near 8,
winds east northeast 9-29 mph.
Wednesday: cloudy and cold with
70 percent chance of snow, high
around 9, low around -6, winds
north northeast 7-14 mph.
Extended Forecast
Thursday - Friday: mostly
sunny, high 31-34, low 14-20.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.06 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $1.80 bushel
Posted county price — $1.74
Loan deficiency pmt. — 21¢
Milo — $1.48 bushel
Posted county price — $2.55
Loan deficiency pmt. — 61¢
Soybeans — $4.73 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.65 cwt.
NuSun — $12.75 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwt.
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

ood Sam
adds red hats

Rick Reeser, administra-
tor at the Good Samaritan
Center, donned aredfishing
cap when he stopped by a
gathering of the Chatter
Hatters chapter of the Red
Hat Society last week. See
story, photo on Page 3.

Icy storm leave drivers slipping

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Freezingrainleftaninvisiblecoat of slick
stuff on cars, porches and roads overnight
Sunday, causing dangerous conditions for
driversMonday morning, with another win-
ter storm on the way today.

Sherman County Sheriff Kevin Buttssaid
theweather wascausingastring of accidents,
keeping his deputies busy. Today, the Na-
tional Weather Serviceisexpecting moreice
and up to 6 inches of snow.

“The freezing rain is making everything
dlick,” hesaid.

The Weather Service office in Goodland
put out aWinter Weather Advisory around 2
p.m. Sunday.

Patrick Burke, ameteorol ogist at theoffice,
said freezing drizzle started around 7 p.m.
east of Goodland, from L eoti toHill City. He
said theweather didn’t moveinto Goodland
until 4a.m. and only atracewas reported.

Whenthegroundiscold, Burkesaid, freez-
ing rain creates adlick surface immediately
asit hitsroadways.

“We are advising people to drive defen-
sively,” he said, “as a combination of black
ice and fog will make for hazardous condi-
tions.”

Buttssai d thesheriff’sdepartment and the
KansasHighway Patrol started working ac-
cidentson 1-70 early Monday. He said there
wasonly onetrooper ontheroad, hesaid, so
everyone on the sheriff’s schedule was out
working accidents.

Butts said he worked an injury accident
around8:15a.m. at milemarker 19wheretwo
10-year-old boysfrom Winfield were taken
to Goodland Regional Medical Center by
ambulance.

He said the boys were on the way home
fromaDenver Broncosfootball gamewhen
their grandfather lost control onice near the
bridge at the east Goodland exit and the car

hit the guard rail. He said broken glass
scratched one of the boys in the cheek and
neck.

Deputiesandtroopersworked accidentsat
mile markers 18, 24, 22 and 27, all before 9
a.m. Monday. Onereport said threevehicles
were off theroad at milemarker 19.

A semi-truck with its brakes on fire was
reported around 6 a.m. near the Brewster exit
on|-70.

“It's areadlly difficult situation,” Burke
said, “whereyou can’t seetheice. It'sblack
ice.”

Butts said Sunday night, most of the traf-
fic problems were east of town in Thomas
County astheice storm started.

Burke said he expected more drizzle last
night and conditionstoworsenintothismorn-
ing. Hesaidthe stormtoday should start asa
mixtureof heavy freezingrain, snow andsleet
and then change over to snow tonight.

Snow accumulations should reach from 4

to 6 inches with higher amounts in some
places.

“WEe' re expecting the second and more
powerful stormtocomethrough Tuesday,” he
said, adding that snow may continue intc
Wednesday morning.

Highstoday are expected to remainin the
20swith an overnight low in the single dig-
its. Burkesaid for Wednesday, heexpectsthe
temperature to stay around 10 degrees with
anovernight low at 5to 10 below zero.

“People should definitely prepare them-
selvesfor awinter storm,” hesaid.

Butts advised people to skip travel today
and just stay home.

“1f they do haveto beout,” headded, “just
beawarethat theroadsaredlick. It'sjustabig
sheet of ice.”

InKansas, travelerscantocall 511 for road
conditionsandweather information. Outside
of Kansasor if youhavetroublewith 511, call
1-866-511-KDOT.

Top 10 stories of 2004
Dust storms, accidents, rescue lead list

Highway accidents killed seven
peopleinfivemishaps, butawoman
involvedinanother survivedanight
under the stars before she was res-
cued.

Together, the crashes were
Goodland’stop story of 2004

Each year the staff of The Good-
land Star-Newstakesal ook back at
the top stories of the past year and
votes on the top 10. Thisis not a
completelist, but rather aselection
of themany stories— bothgoodand
bad — that happened during the
year.

* The top story went to the road
deaths, which included three gen-
erationsof onefamily andthearea's
state senator.

* In second placewasthe murder
conviction of Lanny Bevingtonfor
killing hiswifeKerrieat theend of
last year.

* Third was the arrest and resig-
nation of former Goodlandfootball
coach Tony Diehl for attempting to
set fireto hisown house.

* Fourthwasanincident wherea
manwasstabbed andleft tobleedto
deathwhiletheassailanttriedtohide
from officers and was shot when
they tried to arrest him.

« Fifthonthelist wasthe opening
of Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.’s
Goodland plant and the delays and
rumors that plagued the company
for ninemonthsbeforethefirst gas-
ketswere produced.

« Sixth, Dr. Robert McCullough
decidingtoretireafter 45years, and
then Wayne and Barb Aten decided
to close the doors on their depart-
ment store after 22 years.

* Seventhistheelectionof Kevin
Buitts as the new Sherman County
Sheriff after acrowded primary and
general election, followed by the
resignation of Sheriff Doug Whit-
son.

* Eighth, the Cheyenne Plains
pipeline, which was buried across
the southwestern quarter of the
county in the fall. The pipeline
brought construction workers who
gavethe county’s economy quite a
boost for at least three months, and
aongwith S& T Communications,
raisedthetax valuationtoboost city
and county revenues.

» The effort of the Goodland
school district to sell theold Edson
gymon eBay wasninth.

» Theloss of the Greyhound bus
stop wasstory No. 10.

Top 10 storiesof 2004

1. The top story, death on the
roads, began when a Goodland
bankerwaskilledinan 18-car pileup
inablinding dust stormamilewest
of the Kansas border on April 18.
About six weekslater on May 29 a
Denver man and the area’s state
senator werekilledinsimilar storms
near Goodland and east of Oakley.

MerlynL eeStasser, 52, vicepresi-
dent of Western State Bank, was
coming home from churchin Burl-
ingtonwith hisson Justinwhenthey
droveinto adust storm and became
part of an 18-vehicle pile-up which
involved 46 people. I-70 had to be
closed for hours while Colorado
State Troopers sorted out the acci-
dent and 36 of thevictimsweretaken
to nearby hospitalsor to Denver.
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This dust storm on May 29 cut a dangerous and striking profile asit Schield of Spearville. It was taken near where State Sen. Stan Clark
rolled across the plains. JoAnn Clouse of Goodland said she got was killed when his car hit a stopped semi trailer and was rammed
the photo of this storm near Colby in an e-mail her sister, Janet by another semi truck.
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Windsupto90m.p.h. anddust so
thick one lawman reported he
couldn’t" seehishandinfront of his
face” dimmed the sky Saturday af -
ternoon, May 29, killing the area’s
state senator and a Denver man in
accidentson |-70.

Thefirstwreck, about sevenmiles
east of Goodland just after 5 p.m.,
killeda Denver man, Hubert Stew-
art, 72, whilethesecond, about nine
miles east of Oakley, killed state
Sen. Stan Clark.

Twoweekslater,onJunell, three
women from the samefamily were
killed on I-70 west of Brewster
when their van was struck by acar
driven by ayoungwomanwho had
apparently been drinking as she
headed west to Denver. The deaths
shook the community, and the
driver, Jennifer Adams, 28, isfacing
three charges of second-degree
murder.

ThevictimswereMary Wyant, 55
aparaprofessional at West Elemen-
tary School; her mother, Aline
Becker, 85, aretired uphol sterer and
homemaker; and Mary’s daughter
Christine Williams, 35, a science
teacher at Goodland High Schoal.
Injured in the accident were Will-
iams daughter Caylee, 5, and son
Garrett, 8.

Thefuneral for the three women
afew days later filled Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

Not all thestorieshad anunhappy
ending. A Bird City woman was
headingtowork atWal-MartonOct.
4, when her car missed a curve on
County Road 28 northeast of Good-
land, and cametorestinacreek bed.
Elizabeth“ Debbie” Miller, 51, lost
control of her car about 8:30 p.m.
The car washidden by weedsmore
than 350 yards from the road, and
she was not rescued until about
10:45 a.m. Tuesday, more than 14
hours|ater.

Sheriff’s Deputy Roger Studer

See TOP 10, Page 7

Jordan McCombs, 9, (left) and Nathanial Smith, 10, played in the overflow after heavy rains passed
through the area on 11th. Wet almost to the knee and dripping with damp hair, the pair held a race
pitting pieces of paper against each other in the water as it rushed through the gutter. The fall rain put
the total for the year ahead of normal for the first time in more than five years.

Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News




