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Dust storms, accidents, rescue top 2004 story list
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said Miller got out of the car after
the accident, but couldn’t walk or
get helpbecauseher right anklewas
broken. When the temperature
dropped, hesaid, shecrawled back
into the car.

The final road death of the year
cameon Oct. 23, when aGoodland
Highfreshman waskilled and four
students injured in an accident
about midnight on County Road 64
three miles east of town.

Michael J. Klinge, 14, wasriding
ina1999 DodgeDurangodrivenby
Brett Bahe, 16, when it went out of
control and rolled at least twice,
Sheriff DougWhitsonsaid. Noneof
the youthswaswearing a seat belt.

Bahe, son of Randy and Kathy
Bahe, wastreated at Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center and then
taken by ambulanceto St. Anthony
Central Hospital in Denver.

Ashley J. Christians, 14, was
takento Goodland Regional Medi-
cal Center and then flown to
Children’s Hospital in Denver,
where she underwent surgery. She
wasback intownfor thefuneral that
Wednesday at Max Jones Field-
house.

Brewstermanguilty
of killing his wife

2.KerrieBevingtonwaskilled by
ashotgunblasttotheheadjust over
ayear ago, onDec. 28. Her husband,
Lanny Beving-
ton, wascharged
withfirst-degree
murder and kid-
napping.Almost
nine months
later, he pleaded
guilty tokidnap-
ping and sec-
ond-degree
murder, andheis
now servinganearly 19-year prison
sentence.

AtBevington'spreliminary hear-
ing onApril 14, aKBI agent testi-
fied that Bevington told her during
questioning after his arrest that he
pointed the shotgun at hiswifeand
fired. Thistestimony cameafter the
firstwitnesscalled saidhesaw Bev-
ington unloading the weapon the
night beforethe shooting.

District Magistrate Judge Tom
Carroll ruled there was probable
cause for a charge of first-degree
murder and set atrial for July 19.

Bevington
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Fanny Menold, mother of Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp. President Herb Menold (back to camera),
talked to Lt. Gov. John Moore on Thursday morning Feb. 15, about how pleased she was to see the

company open a plantin Kansas. She lived in Sabetha before moving to California.
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Asthetrial wasto open, District
Judge Jack Burr accepted a plea
agreement which included
Bevington’spleato second-degree
murder and aggravated kidnapping
chargesand set sentencing on Sept.
15. On that day, Judge Burr sen-
tenced him to 176 months for the
murder charge and 51 months for
the kidnapping, with the sentences
torunconsecutively for atotal of 18
years 11 months.

Bevington could be eligible for
parole after serving 16 years. The
victim’smother said shewasdeter-
mined to bethereif it comesup to
ensurethat heiskept off thestreets.

“When you do come up for pa-
role,” shetold him in court, “you
will seemy faceagain.”

3. With the Goodland Cowboys’
football season approaching, the
community was troubled by re-
ported attacks on the coach, then
rocked by his arrest for setting his
own houseonfire.

The Goodland School Board
called an emergency meeting to

suspend the coach and teachers
scrambledto cover hisclasses. The
turmoil didn’t seem to bother the
Cowboys, however, as Assistant
Coach Jon McL ean stepped up to
lead them to an 8-1 regular season
andatriptothestateplayoffs, where
they won two rounds.

The year ended with the arson
charges against Tony Diehl dis-
missed andtheschool accepting his
resignation as teacher and coach
about mid-December.

Diehl was arrested Saturday,
Aug. 28, on suspicion of arson af-
ter thesecondfireat hishomeintwo
weeks. Hehad complainedtopolice
about vandalism and at least one
arson attempt at his home after he
reported a teen-age party to the
sheriff’s department. He said the
windshield was broken out of his
pickup, and someonehad attempted
to set fireto hishouse.

Neighbors said someone set the
second fire with gasoline or diesel
fuel on the back side of the roof of
Diehl’shouse. Policewatching for
vandals apparently were surprised
to catch the“victim” instead.

After thefirewas put out, offic-
ers got permission from Diehl to
search hishouse at 1108 Harrison,

andthenthey arrested himandtook
him to the Sherman County
Bastille.

Theschool board met Sunday af -
ternoon, Aug. 29, and suspended
Diehl with pay asbothahigh school
English teacher and coach. Linda
VanL oenen, who was supposed to
transfer to Grant Junior High,
agreedtostay at thehigh school and
take over Diehl’s classes, and
McL eanagreedtotakeover ashead
football coach.

VanL oenen’s stay at the high
school led to ascramble at thejun-
ior high, with three other teachers,
Brenda Linin, Tanya Gray and
Lindsey Emig, taking on extra
classestofill the gap.

Man shot after
stabbing another

4. A Utahmanwasshot by astate
law enforcement officer Monday,
Nov. 8, 2003, after he allegedly
stabbed a Goodland man in adis-
pute over a woman, fled, then
fought officerstryingto arrest.

Michael D. Whitaker, 34, isstill
in the Sherman County Bastille,
facing chargesof attempted second-
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degree murder, aggravated battery
and aggravated assault onalaw en-
forcement officer.

The stabbing happened after a
disagreement over awoman alleg-
edly led Whitaker to attack Rustin
Leiker, 21, cutting him in the neck
and arm.

Agent Kyle SmithwiththeKan-
sas Bureau of Investigation said
Whitaker then fled. Leiker was
takento St. Anthony’sCentral Hos-
pital in Denver, where he was re-
leased just one week before
Thanksgiving.

Smith said Whitaker wasfound
ontheroof of ahomeat 706 W. 8th
inGoodland, whereofficerstriedto
talk him down.

Court reports say Whitaker
threatened Mike Hopper, aK ansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks
gamewarden, withaknife. Hopper
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Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star-News hosted a crowd of 630 who attended the

Tuesday, April 13, at Max Jones
son, home economistforthe cook-
range slices into the Strawberry
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fired, andthebullet hit Whitaker in
thearm, continuingintohisleftrib.
Authorities said it took several of -
ficersto subduethe man even after
hewas shot.

Leiker was taken to Goodlanc
Regional Medical Center and then
to Denver Today, heisback at work
at Taco John'sand doctorssay heis
doingwell.

Whitaker was taken to the same
Denver hospital, where he was
treated andrel eased afew daysl ater.
Heisstill awaiting ahearing.

See TOP 10, Page 8
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“Seek Shelter Today!”
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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street - %
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553 ||
Home: (785) 899-3974 |

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

NEXX/ SYSTEM
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WINDOW
CLEANING

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”

Isn’t it time to bring your business home to Goodland?
Fast, Courteous -

Account Transfers are always welcome.

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main « Goodland, Kan.
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth

470 14th St. « Burlington, Colo.
e 719-346-9435

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium -
Custom

Tailoring
by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

p& D B“ﬂdeps

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
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foryou!
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Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138
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