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5. In September 2003, Goodland
began preparing for the Aircraft
Seal and Gasket Corp. to move to
town, planning eventually to have
asmany as100jobs.

Thecity got television coverage
from aHays station last December
when equipment was unloaded at
the new plant. More equipment ar-
rivedinJanuary, andthebuilding at
10th and Center was dedicated at a
ribbon cutting ceremony in Febru-
ary inmemory of PublicWorksDi-
rector EdWolak, whodied Nov. 29,
2003, whilesupervisiontheremod-
eling.

Astheyear progressed, it became
evident that things would not fall
easily into place. Rumorsabout the
firm multiplied through the sum-
mer, but President Herb Menold
insistedinaletter to The Goodland
Star-News that the company was
committed to manufacturing in
Goodland.

“Other goodnews,” Menoldsaid,
“isthat theorderscontinueto grow
astheoverall U.S. economy contin-
ues to improve. The aerospace in-
dustry will remain strong for some
timeto comedueto theworld situ-
ation. Theheavy military spending
and the aging fleet of commercial
aircraft arecausingthereplacement
market to grow. We believe this
growth could continue eight to 10
years, and thisfact makesthe com-

mitment to manufacture in Good-
land viable.”

The city had spent $500,000
renovating theold Mosbarger IGA
building asthesitefor theplant,and
provided the structure rent-free to
thefirm.

A year ago, thefirm requested a
$200,000 state economic devel op-
ment loanthroughthecity. Though
Goodland sponsored the loan, the
city would not be responsible for
repayment.

The loan requires one job to be
created for every $35,000 bor-
rowed, six jobs for the total loan,
withinthefirsttwoyears. Thecity’s
lease also requiresjob creation.

InJduly, thecity commissionheld
uponapproval of adraw onthestate
money until it could get some an-
swersfromthefirmabout why there
had been no production.

In October, City Manager Ron
Pickman said the company had
failed to pay its utility bill ontime
in August, and the power was cut
off. Menold paid adeposit to have
the power reconnected, but thecity
manager said hemight recommend
that the city void thefirm’'slease.

Menold cited alack of local in-
vestors as the reason for delayed
production and said hewould have
to makeother plansfor financing.

“1 will start production when |
canaffordto,” hesaid. "I havebor-
rowed and spent too much of my
own money to walk away now. |
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Katie Zelfer had one ofthe better“Mutton Bustin”rides atthe Howdy Clowns Brock Wh|tm0re (left) and his father Randy provided the
Rowdy Rodeo on Aug. 3 at the Sherman County Fairgrounds.

cannot afford to lose the money |
have personally invested.”

Ultimately, thecity gavethefirm
more time, and employee training
began in October. Roy Dixon, op-
erationsmanager for theplant, said
inmid-December theplant waspro-
ducing partsfor anaircraft rear door
seal. Hesaid they shipped 87 pieces
that week and had made about 400
inthe past six weeks.

Doctor, store owners retire

6. Goodlandlost twoinstitutions
last year, with along-time doctor
and the owners of aprominent de-
partment store announcing retire-
ment.

InOctober, after livingand prac-
ticingin Goodlandfor 37 years, Dr.
Robert McCullough closed his of -
ficesfor good. Then in November,
the owners of Aten Department
Storeannounceditsclosing after 22
yearson Main Avenue.

McCullough, 79, said hewasre-
tiring to move to arural areafive
milesfrom Lawrencetobecloserto
hisfour of hischildren and most of
hisgrandchildren. Although hehad
plannedtoretireinthefall anyway,
he said the death of hiswife Mary,
who wasoneof hisnurses, brought
the decisionto ahead.

A lifetimeof practicingmedicine
started early for McCullough—his
mother wasanurse, and hisgrand-
mother a midwife. His sister be-
cameanurse, hesaid, and healways
knew hewanted to beadoctor.

He joined the Navy at 18 and
served asacombat medicinWorld
War Il from 1943 to 1946. He said
heservedinanamphibiouscorpsin
the South Pecific, and as acombat
medic, went ashorewiththetroops.
After the war, he went to the Uni-
versity of Kansas and then taught
general scienceand mathin Oakley
and then biology for two yearsin
Denver.

Hewas called up for the Korean
War, but the war ended before he
was sent to the front. After that, he

Barb Aten

McCullough

TheAten Department Store will
leaveaholein Main, asWayneand
BarbaraAten decided to retirethis
November.

“It'ssad,” said Barbara, 75, “ but
it'snecessary.”

Wayne, 74, saidthecoupleiscall-
ingitquitsafter putting off their re-
tirement for fiveyears.

“We'reway past retirement,” he
said.

TheAtens story beganin1941in
Wayne's home town, Grant, Neb.,
where he started working asajun-
ior clerkinaretail store. Hebought
thestorein 1968 and grew thebusi-
ness, opening astorein Oberlinin

1972 and then

one in Benkel-
man, Neb., in
1973.

In 1982, the
Atens opened
the store in
Goodland and
moved here.
They bought
stores in Hays

Wayne Aten

and Yuma, Colo.

Aten said retailing has become
more difficult for smaller busi-
nesses. He said through the years,
hehasfoundit harder to get suppli-
ersand competewith big chains.

Aten said the couple plansto do
alittlebit of traveling, but they don't
haveany big plansfor retirement.

“We'll just do what comes natu-
raly,” hesaid.

After 54yearsinretail, headded,
they want to spend some time at
home.

“To own aretail business,” he
said, “that’ssix daysaweek, some-
timesseven.”

riders with both encouragement and protection during the event.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News.

Tim Gittinger, a member of the Goodland Boy Scouts, smoothed out the dirt before finishing work for
the day on his Eagle Scout project March 6 in Gulick Park. Gittinger, the son of Kendall and Marilyn

Gittinger, anchored two benches onto concrete poured a few weeks ago near the playground.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

New sheriff takes over after winning primary, general election race

7. An election and aresignation
propelled Kevin Butts, Sherman
County undersheriff since 2001,

for Democrat John McCool.
Butts assumed the position of
sheriff early when in November,

into the position of sher-
iff thisNovember.
Former Sheriff Doug
Whitson decided in Feb-
ruary not to run for re-
election, sparking arace

Whitson resigned.
“Itwastimetoget out of
there and go onto other
things,” Whitson said.
“After 20years...| needto
do something different.”

for twomonthsof heathinsurance.

Selby told commissioners that
under state law, when the sheriff
resigns, the undersheriff automati-
cally becomesthe sheriff ,so there
isnobreakinlaw enforcement cov-
erage.

Oneof thefirst ordersof business
for Butts has been to re-open the

the scene and even did a walk-
through of a section of Beaver
Creek southwest of the home.

Even with the follow-ups, Butts
saidtheleadshavesowed. Hisnew
campaign, hesaid, will bean effort
to keep the case fresh in people's
minds in hopes of digging up new
leads.

may never befound. Buttssaid the
caseif far frombeing solved, and he
is hoping with the public’s help
there may be some new facts that
give him a chance to find the an-
swers.
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