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Good Samaritan starts Red Hat club

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

What doyoudowhenyouneeda
ladies’ clubinacommunity where
most of theresidentsarewell over
507 Start a Red Hat Society chap-
ter, of course.

Atleastthat’ swhat Sherry Helton,
activities director at the Good Sa-
maritan Center, did. The Chatter
Hatters started with an organiza-
tional meeting on Friday, Sept. 24,
and plantomeet at 2:30 p.m. onthe
last Tuesday of each month in the
activity room at the center.

One of thefirst orders of “busi-
ness” for the chapter has been to
make their hats, since few of the
members are in a position to buy
one. Several hats have been do-
nated, Helton said, adding that her
sister-in-law, Liz West, has also
sewn several hatsout of red felt.

Red and purple feathers and
flowers, gold trim, earrings and
other frivolitieshavebeengathered
to decorate the hats. Some of the
donated hatsweren’t redwhenthey
were given to the center, Helton
said, but that has been overcome.
Hats can be dyed or spray-painted
red, she said, although the black
onesweredifficult.

The result is that the members
have custom-made hats that they
havebeen ableto expresstheir per-
sonalitiesthrough.

Onemember made her hat out of

(Genesis

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Despitemorethantwo monthsof
city-widefood drives, the Genesis
food pantry iswiped out after pro-
viding 117 holiday baskets to
Goodland’s less fortunate this
Christmas.

“You can't fill 117 baskets and
have much left,” said Pat Jordan,
who along with her husband Clark
directsGenesis.“ There’ snot much
leftin thefood bank.”

Volunteersfrom 4-H clubs, Boy
Scoutsand Cub Scoutswent door to
door last month to collect food left
out by Goodland people for the

afishing capdyedredand decorated
with purple feathers and other
touches. Another made a hat, but
thenher daughter gaveher ared hat
with purplefeathersfor Christmas.

Helton said she and othersat the
center weretalking about startinga
clubforthewomen, sincetherewas

Rick Reeser, administrator atthe Good Samaritan Center, do

amen’sclub, but thewomendidn’t
haveone. They got theideato start
the Red Hat Society chapter, and
Doris Bateman, a member, sug-
gested the Chatter Hatters as its
name.

Thegoal of theclubistohavefun
and be together, Helton said, and

nned ared fishing cap when he stopped
by a gathering of the Chatter Hatters chapter of the Red Hat Society last week. Dorothy Flori and

Virginia Elliott were among the “Red Hat Ladies” at the session.
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family of the center’sresidentsare
encouraged to join them. Most of
the gatherings will be in the activ-
ity room, shesaid, especially inthe
winter, but they hopethat themem-
berscan a so do some outings.
Shesaidthey will havetogoafew
at atimein order to have enough

helpers for those in wheelchairs.
Thegroupisplanningtoorder pizza
infor January, she said, and istry-
ing to find out how to get in touch
with awoman who doesashow on
hatsfor afuture meeting.

The ladies met Tuesday for
homemade candy by Catherine
Hicks and Dorothy Akers, who do
manicures at the center and have
helpedwiththeclub. JoyceLyman,
Dorothy Flori, Bateman, Myrna
Carson, MarianAllen, AnnaBohl,
Ethel Russell, Gladys Nicholson,
Virginia Elliott, LolaHartley and
Leandra Avelar, Dorothy Musil,
Sherry Helton, Hicks, Akers and
Betty Harden with her daughter
Joyce Brown (from California)
werepresent. Center Administrator
Rick Beeser stoppedintotry ona
red hat and tastethetreats.

When the group met Oct. 26 for
doughnuts, Bohl, Opal Cogdill,
Allen,Russdll, MyrnaKelley, Flori,
Elliott, Bateman, Musil, Helton,
Hicks and Akers were there. The
group decided to start decorating
hatsin November, and the decorat-
ing continued at the December
gettogether.

Present at the organizational
meetingwereWandaAdams,Allen,
Lyman, Flori, Carson, Cogdill,
Nicholson, Bateman, Elliott, Rita
Ackerman, Minnie Peery, M.J.
Black, Sharon Lightle, Helton and
Bohl with her daughter JeanAmos.
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Farm
accident
killsboy

A 10-year-old Wallace
County boy apparently suffo-
cated Sunday afternoon after
climbing into a grain trailer
and being pulled into the
grain.

Wallace County fire rescue
and ambulance volunteers
were dispatched to the Leona
Buell farm south of Wallace,in
southeast Wallace County, at
4:17 p.m. Sunday.

A 911 call reported a child
trapped in asemi load of corn
being unloaded into agrain
bin.

Officers said Denton Buell,
son of Anthony and Louise
Buell, had climbed into the
graintrailerandwaspulledinto
thegrain asit was running out
the bottom into an auger.

Theambulancecrew rushed
the boy to the Greeley County
Hospital in Tribune, where he
was pronounced dead.

Services are pending with
Koons Funeral Home in
Sharon Springs.

wiped out after Christmas food baskets

Christmas baskets.

Food is collected for Christmas
baskets through events like the
Northwest Kansas Technical
College’s Halloween haunted
house, Jordan said. The students
askedfor cannedfood or a$1 dona-
tionfor Genesisasadmission.

The Sherman Theatre ran aspe-
cial matinee in December, asking
each personfor acanof foodfor the
program. In all, the drives were
rated asasuccess.

“We were really pleased this
year,” Jordan said.

After the food was collected,
morevolunteersshowed upto help

sortitandfill theChristmasbaskets.

Jeff Mason, Genesis president,
said filling the baskets went well
thisyear.

“We had lots of help from the
community,” hesaid.“ Thecommu-
nity supports this Christmas food
driveredly well.”

He said when families get to-
gether and bring their children to
help pack boxes, it teachesthemto
appreciate what they have.

The group planned on up 109
boxes, but with last minute re-
quests, Mason said, that number
went up by eight families.

Eachfamily gotaturkey oraham

alongwiththebox of cannedfoods.
Jordan said they provided cereal,
cannedfoods, dry beansand al ot of
extras in the boxes to ensure the
families have food not just for
Christmas, but throughtheholidays.

“They should have stuff for two
or threeweeks,” shesaid.

Jordan said they had plenty of
food to fill up the extras, but they
don’'t have much food left.

Jordan said that, like the Salva-
tion Army slogan, in Goodland,
“Need knows no season.”

“We do maintain a year round
food bank,” she added.

Genesisisaskingfor donationsto

restock the bank, either food or
money.

“We'rereally depleted,” saidMr.
Jordan.

Mrs. Jordan said they normally
get donations, includingmeat from
peoplewho buy aside of beef.

“We would be glad to have any
food,” shesaid.

Although they are short now,
bothMasonand Jordansaidthey are
happy with the way the baskets
went this year. Jordan added she
knowsassoon astheword getsout,
they will haveafull pantry again.

“Wenever arewithoutfood,” she
said, “ becauseassoonaswesay we

needit, wegetit.”

Jordansaidthey justtryingtore-
stock thebasics. Shesaid if people
want to donatefood or money they
should call her at 899-5073 and she
will meet them at the First United
Methodist Church, 12th and Sher-
man.

Mason and Jordan both said they
attribute the program’s success tc
the community.

“It’s a big thank-you from the
board to the community for help-
ing,” Mason said.

“l just want to thank everyone
that showed up to help,” Jordan
added.

County adds new member to Convention and Visitors Bureau

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Some familiar namesremain on
the Sherman County Convention
and Visitors Bureau board, but
county commissioners added one
new member whenthey

Price agreed the three promo-
tional agenciesweretryingtowork
together, and said there were sev-
era areaswhereitwasprobably im-
portant for morethan one of theor-
ganizationsto beinvolvedin.

She said an agritourism

reappointedtheboard at
their final meeting of
theyear on Thursday.

Current membersre-
appointed were Dale
Neill, who works at
Wal-Mart; ArloHansen
of Goodland Sinclair;
Marilyn Collett of But-
terfly Aviation; Ryan
Hageman of Wendy'’s;
Scott Angelos of McDonald’s;
Evelyn DuVvall of the Buffalo Inn;
Bill Stoick of Super 8; Judy Siruta
of Comfort Inn; and Brenda
M cCantsof theGoodland Regional
Medical Center.

Lincoln Wilson, owner of
Howard Johnson’sMotel, replaced
Don Newell of S& T Communica-
tions, who had stepped down.

DonnaPrice, director of thevisi-
torsbureau, toldthecommissioners
that Chamber of Commerce Man-
ager Courtney Warden is the vice
chair of theboard under thebylaws,
but hasno vote.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said hewasgladto seetheboardtry-
ing to work with the Chamber, the
economic development office and
other boards.

“Good communicationsisim-
portant between all three organiza-
tions,” Rasuresaid.

Rasureencouraged Pricetoinvite
the new owners of KOA and other
busi nessesto attend theboard meet-
ingsand find out what isgoing on.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
it would begood if one of the com-
missioners could make the board
meetings, and Rasuresaid hewould.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Wilson

program is being estab-
lished by the state Division
of Commerce, and that it
will be important for both
the visitors bureau and the
economic development to
work together onit.

In other business, the
COMMI SSiONers:

« Reappointed Jackie
Elliott and Robert Moyer to
the Good Samaritan Center advi-
sory board and appointed Bill
Bishop as a new member, all for
three-year terms. Tided said that
|eaves one vacancy for atwo-year
term, and Rasure said hemay have
someoneinterested it that seat.

* Sheriff Kevin Butts told the
commissioners that Dependable
Glass has been working on thejail
toimprovethewindowsand elimi-
nate drafts. Butts said he has com-
pleted hisinterviewsof candidates
tobeasecretary, andwasaskingthe
commissionersif hecould hiretwo
because his current clerk, Raenita
Artzer, isgoing to retire at the end
of March.

Hesaidisplanningto pay thetwo
secretariesat total of $41,600for the
year, and that with thethreemonths

Florida

of salary for Artzer, he would be
under budget.

He said he would like to have
both new secretarieswouldbecross
trained before Artzer left.

* Sheriff Buttsasked thecommis-
sionersto consider raising Deputy
Roger Studer’s pay as he has been
the acting undersheriff for the last
month, andwill becomeundersher-
iff Monday, whenthenewly elected
officialsareswornin.

The commissioners said they
would consider giving Studer a
raise. Butts said Studer did well
whilehewasaway at the academy,
andthat hiring Brad Parker fromthe
city had helped abunch. After Butts
left, the commissioners agreed to
raise Studer’s hourly wage from
$12.72tothe$14.45that Buttswas
gettingwhen hewastheundersher-
iff.

» Tiedereported hehad anupdate
on the planning processfor the re-
placement of the county bridge on
West Eighth Street, over Beaver
Creek near thegolf course, and that
thecontract shouldbeletinMarch.
A contracttoreplacethebridgeover
the North Fork of the Smoky Hill
River on K-27 was to have been
awarded in December, but Tiede
said when he checked with the De-
partment of Transportation, they
did not have who had received the
contract.

» Approved signing alease with
the Sherman County Stock Car

Winter Getaway!!

February 18 - 28,
Departs Colby &

Goodland

2005

I

$899 pp / double occ.

INCLUDES: Motorcoach ransportaton, 10 nighs Hote accomodatons, 18 meals, tours of . August
ine & Jacksonvil, Dinner & Show at the Ahanbra Dinner Thealre, . Louis Arch, Ride onthe Deta River
Flathoats nsde the Opryland Hotel i Nashvile, Cummer Museum of At & Gardens,vist the Cannon-
ball House, Lan antebellm Home & Confederate Museums in Macon, Georgia & much-much morel

COLBY/HEARTLAND

TRAVEL & TOURS

For reservations, call 785-462-3163 or 1-800-488-3509

Racing Association for the next
year. Alex West said race dateswill
be May 7, June 4, 18, July 9, 23,
Aug. 20, Sept. 3and 23-24 for the
Flatlander Fall Festival. The com-
missionersagreedtorenew thecon-
tract for next year, leaving the de-
posit for the electrical fee at $300
per event and the rental charge at
$200. Final electrical chargesareto

be settled after thelast races.

» Approved year-end bills total -
ing $125,698.

* Decided to recommend that all
computer purchasescomeout of the
computer fund, whichispart of the
general fund.

« Signed a letter of agreement
between the Sherman and Thomas
county health departmentsto help

each other in the case of an emer-
gency in either county.

The next commission meeting
will beat 8a.m. onTuesday, Jan. 11,
in the commission room on the
main floor of the Sherman County
courthouse, 813 Broadway. The
commissioners plan to wait until
that day to be sworn in by County
Clerk Janet Rumpel.
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close to family.

The very best medicine!

i+ HaysMedicalCenter

2220 Canterbury Drive » Hays  785-650-2774

Ease of mind is good medicine, too.
Just knowing that family members are
receiving intensive therapy close to home
on a daily basis from experienced, highly
trained professionals lessens the burden
of worry. And Hays Medical Center’s
Inpatient Rehabilitation Services is

Inpatient Rehabilitation at
Hays Medical Center...close to home...

Family and friends just seem to speed up the
recovery process. Because of Hays Medical
Center’s regional location right here in Northwest
Kansas, friends and loved ones can visit the
Inpatient Rehabilitation Center without lengthy
drives to the big city or expensive overnight




