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from our viewpoint...

Import drug plan
hurts local drugists

Here' sareally badideathat’ scatching onacrossthecoun-
try.

to peoplehere. It claimsto savethem half the cost.
Great idea.
If you don’t mind losing your friendly local drug store.

protect youfrom conflictsand problemscaused by prescrip-
tiondrugs.

— morethan 60 percent of usby someestimates— thedan-
ger of druginteractions, reactionsand sideeffectsgrowsex-
ponentialy.

suffered from drug reactions. It's as common as prescrip-
tiondrugs.

looking out for the patient?
Thedoctor istoo busy. Heor shemay not know what other

don’t usually know what’s happening to them.
may be having heart attacks and never know the cause.

or her just acoginan assembly line— isnot the answer.
Wedo need to do something about the high priceof medi-

regulatethe drug business.

based on the cost of drugsit pays. Theweak link isfarther
uptheline.

If adrug company canaffordtosell thesamethingfor half
pricein another country, then we’ ve driven the cost of do-
ing businesshereway too high.

onliability and patents might be part of the solution.

not doit by killing alocal institution.

Our pharmacistsare under pressurefrom mail-order and
Internet houses, insurance companies and now state gov-
ernments. Gov. Kathleen Sebelius got involved in the Ca-
nadian drug movement, then wrotealong | etter explaining
herself to pharmacists statewide.

The answer does not lie in bankrupting our local drug
stores. L et’ sget that straight. Weneed contact with our phar-
macists. — Seve Haynes
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Illinoisand several other statesarebackingtheplan, which
offersservicesinKansas. Knownasl-SaveRx, theprogram
buyscommon drugsin Europe and Canadaand shipsthem

Andall contact with the one heal th professional who can

Asmoreand moreAmericansturnto regular medication

We veall knownsomeone, maybeare ativeor friend, who

In asystem where adoctor prescribes, and apatient fills
the prescription by mail or phoneorder, evene-mail, who's

doctorshave prescribed. Often times, nursing staff may be
too busy to notice. Patients befuddled by drug overdose
Inthe extreme case, likethearthritisdrug Vioxx, people
Taking the pharmacist out of theloop — or making him
cations. If the same drug, produced under the same patent
by the same firm in another country, is half as expensive

acrosstheborder, then somethingiswrongwiththeway we

Theweak link isnot your local pharmacy, which charges

Congressneedstotakealook at U.S. lawswithan eyeto
making drugsmorecompetitiveand moreaffordable. More
regulation isn’t the answer. The market is. Changing laws

Openingtheborder to cheaper drugsmight help. Butlet's
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IT WAS

IN THE OLD DAYS
WHEN THEY CONSIDERED

T CRIME
CRUEL AND UNUSUAL,

EASIER

Beware of changing cloture rules

By Dick Morris

IT Senate Republicans changethefilibuster
ruleto permit closure onjudicial nominations
by asimplemajority vote, they will be under-
mining their own president and their el ectora
fortunesfor yearsto come.

The simpletruth isthat the president needs
the threat of a Democratic filibuster to save
himself from his party’sright wing. Itisonly
by pointing to thethreat of Democraticintran-
sigence that Bush can justify appointing a
moderateconservative, instead of adoctrinaire
one, to the Supreme Court.

If thefilibuster ismadeimpotent by therule
changeRepublicansareconsidering, thepresi-
dentwill havenopolitical choicebuttocharge
straight ahead into the kind of confrontation
that could ruinhisadministration and givehis
party thekind of black eyefromwhichitwould
not recover easily.

Thelast el ection wasamandateto betough
inthewar on terror. It was not about moral is-
sues. The president didn’t mention the word
“abortion” much during thecampaign and fo-
cusedlargely onhisplanstokeepAmericasafe.
To the extent that the vote was a mandate for
any social issue, it was a repudiation of gay
marriage, not avindication of restrictions on
theright to choose.

Indeed, votersopposecourts' imposing gay
marriagefor the samereason that they oppose
areversal of Roev. Wade— they do not sup-
port it when judges try to impose their own
views on the socia consensus. Just as most
voterswant marriagetoremainstrictly hetero-
sexual, somost want abortionto continuetobe
legal, albeit with restrictions. While parental
notification and consent, restrictions on late
abortionsandlimitationsonMedicaidfunding

from other
pens

® commentary

all meet with popular approval, thevoterswill
treat very unkindly any effort to reverse the
essentia findingsof Roe.

If President Bush nominates a Supreme
Courtjusticewhoisaconservativeinthemode
of Sandra Day O’ Connor or Anthony
Kennedy, he will meet with a broad level of
public support. But if he tries to add another
knee-jerk reactionary tothecourt—andjams
thenomination through by changingtherules
toblock aDemoacraticfilibuster — hewill shat-
ter the moderate consensus that impelled his
re-election. Thenationwill not tolerateseeing
an electoral victory impelled by terrorism hi-
jacked to put another William Rehnquist,
Antonin Scalia or Clarence Thomas on the
court. If Bushtries, hewill not beableto gov-
ern effectively for the balance of histerm.

Just as FDR lost his political momentum
when hetried to pack the court after hisland-
dlidevictoryin 1936, soBushwouldnever live
downwhat voterswould seeasanunfair revi-
sion of therulesto pack the court with conser-
vatives.

Thefilibuster hasbecomean acceptedinsti-
tutioninour society. With our intensepartisan-
ship—with blueand red statesglaring at one
another —voterswant thechecksand bal ances
afilibuster offers. Nolonger adevicetoblock
civil-rightslegidation, itisnow aneeded tac-
tic to moderate the agendas of both political
parties.

If Republicanschangetherul etoeliminatethe
60-vote cloture requirement and then use the
resulting power to jam right-wingersdown the
nation’sthroat, defying popular viewson choice,
they will incur theenmity of all Americans.

On the other hand, if the filibuster rule re-
mainsinforceat 60 votesand Bush nominates
conservativestothecourt, Americanswill not
feel itisasneaky maneuver. They understand
that Bush is pro-life and expect him to name
judgeswho are as conservative asthe Demo-
cratswill permit. Butto changetherules, mid-
stream, as FDR tried to do in 1936, having
made no mention of hisintentions during the
entire fall campaign, would be seen as dirty
pool by moderatevoters.

Had theRepublican Party openly articul ated
itsdecisiontochangethefilibuster ruleduring
thecampaignandkindled anational debateon
thesubject, voterswould shrug their shoul ders
and figurethat they haveto respect thewill of
theelectorate.

ButtheGOPhiditsplans, never mentioning
them until after the election.

Republicansin swing states, such as Sens.-
elect Richard Burr (N.C.), John Thune (S.D.)
and Mel Martinez (Fla.), never aluded to any
change in the cloture rules during their cam-
paigns. Voterswouldfeel aggrievedif they try
tochangetherulesnow that thevotesaresafely
counted.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
cause He Could” about Bill Clinton. © 2004
Dick Morris. Distributed by Cagle Cartoons
Inc. www.caglecartoons.com Call Cari
Dawson Bartley at (800) 696 7561 or e-mail:
cari@cagle.com e-mail for Dick Morrisis
dmredding@aol.com

Retailers reminded to check identifications

TotheEditor:

Onthe2004 K ansasCommunitiesThat Care |

Student Survey given to Sherman County
sixth, eighth, 10thand 12thgradersayear ago,
Kidssaid:

« 19.4 percent had smoked cigarettesin the
last 30 days.

« 15.5 percent had used smokel esstobacco.

« 45.7 percent had consumed beer, wine or
hard liquor.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Retailersandtheir employeesneedtobeaware
of recent changesin state law. Effective Dec. 1,
all violationsinvolvingthesaleof tobacco prod-

INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS DONATE
#18 MILLIONI*TO TSUNAMI RELIEF...

*To DATe /1o DONATE : www-redcross-org
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uctstoaminor will draw themaximumecivil fine
of $1,000. Thefirst offense had been $250.

With students having alittle extra time on
their handsinthenext coupleof weeks, retail -
ers should be on thelookout for fake IDs and
underage youthstrying to buy alcohol and to-
bacco.

For information on changesin thelaw or to
schedule retailer training, call the Regional
Prevention Center at (785) 462-8152.

Kim Chain

Regional Prevention Center

Colby

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
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