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from our viewpoint...

Patriotic celebration
facing slim times

Shooting off fireworksto celebratethebirth of thenationis
atradition, from coast to coast and from north to south, and
we'resuretherewill beaFourth of July celebrationin Good-
land thisyear.

It may not be quite the same asin the past few years, when
the Goodland Chamber of Commercehastried to developthe
Freedom Fest, but therewill be some sort of fireworks.

TheChamber hasasked thecity and county toincreasetheir
donation for the fireworks from $500 to $2,500 each. The
Chamber had tried to make the event self-sustaining, selling
foodto cover thecost of thefireworks, but rain and stormsl ast
year |eft thefestival witha$3,500 | oss.

TheChamber boardfeelsit cannot | et that happen again, and
istrying tofind away to make surethereismoney inthebank
to pay for the celebration thisyear.

Ken Clouse, the Chamber’ sspokesman, tol d the City Com-
mission the Chamber was asking themto give $2,500 for this
year in the belief the program can get back onitsfeet and be
self sustaining inthefuture.

TheChamber hopesto havethe$7,500inthebank by March,
he said. Donations and money raised at the festival would be
put back intothat fundfor thenext year, andthecity and county
could reducetheir support.

Sherman County commissionersstepped up and committed
$2,500— or onethird of thecost of thefireworks— and added
abit to the pot for last year to help the Chamber eraseitsred
ink.

Over the past several years, the cost of the celebration has
remained at $7,500. Except for | ast year, theprogram hasgen-
erated enoughto pay thebills. Thereisnomargin, though. Just
onebad year |eft the Freedom Fest broke.

Yearsago, the July 4 celebration was set up by the Veterans
of ForeignWars, but they tired of handlingit and the Chamber
stepped in. In many towns, the city or the fire departments
handlethe show, andin many cases, theonly event isthefire-
worksdisplay that night.

We feel the Chamber has done an excellent job, giving the
peopleareal celebrationwith avariety of events.

TheChamber isaskingthecity for $2,000 morethanit spent
last year, whichisadrop in the bucket when compared to the
city budget of morethan $1.5million. Thecity and county re-
ceived awindfall in salestax collectionslast year, but admit-
tedly, thereisno guaranteethat will continuethisyear.

Thecity isfacing moreseriousproblemsthan supportingfire-
works, and it appeared at the last meeting that a mgjority of
the commissioners were not interested in adding anything to
the $500 they havein the budget for thissummer’s show.

Nonethel ess, wethink the Chamber’sapproachissensible.
It isthe best way to ensurethat the celebration continues. We
agreewith Commissioner John Garciathat thecooperativeef-
forts of the city, county, Chamber members and citizens are
required.

With thecity’s support, we hopeto be on hand July 4 to en-
joythemusic, carnival rides, food and watermel on, andwatch
theGoodland National Guardunitand JoeDiazfill thesky with
aspectacular Independence Day display. — Tom Betz
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" GOME CASH HeRre...

OH GoLLY !
LeT ME HelP!
Ive Gor

NAH...JUST SURPRISED
SOMEONE IN THE UNS
DUMB ENOUGH TO
‘QX CALL U5 STINGY.
/

AMERICA

STINGYP ﬁ

MissMolly ismad.

Her houseisoverrunwith cats.

Never mindthat Molly Monsterisacat herself.
Shehatescats.

Our son-in-law Nik, who rescued a gray-and-
whitekitten from aconstruction site near Topeka
fiveyearsago, claimsthat Molly thinksshe'sadog.

Hemay beright. Molly lovesAnnie, our Brittany
spaniel, and likesto gofor longwalkswith us.

And shehatescats.

For a cat hater, the holidays at our house
weren't pleasant, and things aren’t getting a
wholelot better.

Molly andApril Alice, our blondfemale, share
the house with an armed truce most of thetime.
They hiss at each other as they pass and stage
about onemajor cat fight aweek. At night, Molly
sitsonmy lapand April Aliceon Steve's.

Then youngest daughter arrived for the holi-
daystoting Rupert and Jezebel, two of her three
femalecats.

Jezisascaredy cat andimmediately headedfor

Miss Molly hates

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

aholeinthebasement ceiling. Shecameupstairs
to dleep with daughter at night and spent therest
of her timehiding.

A few dayslater, son arrived on our doorstep
with a cat carrier. Out came Frank and Jules.
FrankisApril Alice’ ssonand Julesisher daugh-
ter. (Nol don’tknow why my childrengavetheir
female cats male names — you' d have to ask
Lacy and Lindsay.)

Now there were six cats in the house, and
Molly wasinrareform. Shehissed and growled
at everything that moved, includingthehumans.
Shewasasgrouchy asabear withasoretail. Ev-
erywhere she turned, there were cats, and she

Park roadside getting

Wewalk the road at Sappa Park alot. It’s not
quitetwo milesdowntothelake, sowecan park
at thehighway, walk totheshelter houseandloop
around to the dam, then back to the car in about
an hour.

Thisfall, we began to notice how trashy the
right of way alongthepark road wasgetting. Beer
bottles, cigarette packages, fast food wrappers,
junk of every description.

Wewere upset. Wewereangry.

But we decided that probably wouldn’t have
muchimpact ontheidiotswhowerethrowingthis
junk out.

So we decided to just do what we could.

We searched the truck, but we had only one
grocery sack stuck under the seat. Aswe started
walking, we started filling it. Here is what we
found:

Beer, No. 1 onthelist.

Bud Light, threebottlesand acan.

Budweiser, one bottle, one can.

Boulevard unfiltered whesat, one lone bottle.
Just onehigh-classbeer inthe crowd.

Bush Light, onecan.

AndaMike'sHard Lemonade bottle.

Teen-agerslike Bud Light, apparently. Coors
drinkers must be older or more socially respon-
sible.

And not one hard liquor bottleinthemix, the
name for thelemonade notwithstanding.

Cigarettes: Salem, Marlboro, Camels, Cam-
bridge. Only six total packs, but smokers are a
messy lot. We didn’t count the butts.

Drink bottles: Mountain Dew Pitch Black
(looksawful), twoMountain Dew, two Gatorade,
Dr. Pepper, Sierra Mist, Bug Juice, Powerade,
and one unidentified, flat bottle. A Pepsi can. A
chocolate milk container.

Food wrappers from Subway, Mean Genes,
generic breakfast burritos, mustard, ketchup,
pickle relish and chopped onionsin little pack-
ets, astuffed biscuit wrapper, andanA& W float
cup.

Sour Punch Straws, ared plastic straw, anap-
kin and a Skol Banditscan.

Andacan of Super Penetrating Oil.

Wegot halfway tothedam, downtothepicnic
areawheretheroad turnsinto thetrees. Our bag
wasfull. What amess.

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

That |eft half theroad to pick up. | guesswe'll
go back. It beats complaining. (Wedid go back.
It took four bagsto finish up.)

Therearealot of slobsout therewholitter. I'd

having cats around

hates cats.

After four days, it wastimefor sonto pack up
and head back for Lawrence. He caught Jules
fairly quickly, butwashaving troublewith Frank.
Hefinally found him under the couch intheliv-
ing room.

Actually, he found him in the couch. The olc
lining onthebottom hasabigholeand Frank was
crouched up amongst the springs. It took four of
usto turn the couch over and disentangle him.

Noteto self —Get couch fixed before Easter.

Then it was time for youngest daughter to
|leave. However, sheleft Jez and Rupert behind.
Her boyfriend isalergic to cats, and she sweet
talked her gulliblemother intotakingtwo of hers
for “afew months.”

Now therearefour catsinthehouse,andMolly
only hasto hissand grow! every half hour or so
and hopetheintruders go away soon.

| hate to break the newsto her, but | think the
boyfriendisbecomingserious. Those"intruders’
could be herefor along, long time.

trashy

bewilling to bet that none of them stopsto pick
up along the highway.

As long as we criminalize teen-agers wha
drink, they’ regoingtothrow thebottlesout. Duh.

Theyounger generationmay claimtobeenvi-
ronmentally aware, but I’ ll bewillingto bet that
most of thisstuff camefrom peopleunder 30.

| don’t mind picking up our town park, but it’ o
be niceif more people showed love and respect
forit. It'sanunderrated treasure, agreat placeto
spend time. And some days, amess.

caglecartoons.com
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ONE YEAR, AND STILL ROVING...

garfield

SOMEONE
CLAWED THE
COUCH

www.garfield.com

OOH! OOH!
BLAME ME!
BLAME ME!
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