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Scars will follow stabbing victim through his life

VICTIM, from Page 1

hisbrother’ shousenext door andto
call 911.
“1 was bleeding really bad,” he

said. “I noticed when | stood up, it
just went ‘splash.’ | was really
dizzy.”

Hesaidthefriendcalled911ona
cell phone and he followed her,
stumblinginto hisbrother’syard.

Darrick Leiker, Rustin’s older
brother and owner and operator of
High Plains Office Supply, said he
remembers Rustin saying he was
going to die before falling over in

theyard.
“I"'m gonnadie,” Leiker said he
told Darrick. “ I’ ve been shot.”

After hefell in theyard, Leiker
remembers everything going a bit
fuzzy andcold, andthen RyanWeis,
a Goodland Police officer, yelling
athimandwavingaflashlightinhis
face.

“He held pressure on my wound
until the ambulance arrived,”
Leiker said, “possibly saving my
life. | would liketo give him aspe-
cial thanks.

“Thanks also to the ambulance
crew, and theemergency room staff
- including Dr. Austin - for al they
havedonefor me.”

He said he was put on a back
board and taken by ambulance to
the Goodland Regional Medical
Center.

While being loaded into the am-
bulance, Leiker remembers won-
dering, “Am | actually dead?Did |
die?’

Duringthetrip, hesaid, thecrews
worked to keep him from losing
more blood. At the hospital, work-
erssent out acall to CitizensMedi-
cal Center in Colby for blood.

Leiker said the shock kept him
from feeling anything.

“It really didn’t hurt so bad,” he
said.

Leiker took hisfirst flight that
night on an air ambulance to Den-
ver. He said heremembers most of
thetrip, though he blacked out sev-
eral times.

“1 almost died two or threetimes
ontherideout there,” hesaid.

He said his mother, Vicki, who

lives in Wallace, rode with him
while Darrick and other relatives
drovetothehospital.

From the airplane, they put
Leiker directly on ahelicopter that
went straight to St. Anthony Cen-
tral Hospital.

L eiker saidheremembered being
taken in for surgery and hearing a
doctor say, “1 hope that we aren’t
trying to win abeauty contest.”

Theaftermath

ThenextthingL eilker remembers
iswakingupinaSurgical Intensive
CareUnit.

“I woke up in ICU in extreme
pain,” he said, adding that he was
given strong pain medication and
that heknew hewasgoingtobe OK
assoon ashewas awake.

“I hadjust figured | wasgoingto
die,” hesaid.

L eiker washooked upto aventi-
lator, whichmeant hecouldn’ttalk,
eat or drink because of atubein his
airway.

“There were alot of tubes,” he
said. “I couldn’t move.”

Beforehewokeup, hesaid, doc-
torshadtold hisfamily that heprob-
ably would have brain damage.

In his off time Rustin Leiker enjoys playing
with his cat Chippy. Leiker said he feeds her
everything, and with his help, Chippy may

become the world’s largest cat.
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Doctors also advised
the family that Leiker
would need at least a
30-day stay, but hewas
releasedinjust 10.
The stab wounds
were most severein
Leiker'sneck. He said
doctorshad to open up
his chest to repair one
of thelargeveinscarry-
ing blood from the
brain back to the heart.
The wounds on his
face and head, he said,
were fairly minor. He
had several stab marks
on hisarm, including
one especially bad
wound that he had to
clean and pack with

gauze.
“That was really
painful,” hesaid.

Today, Leiker said,
he doesn’t take any
medication and he
shouldn’t haveany last-
ing medical concerns. He plansto
head back to Denver soon for doc-
torsto check thework on hisblood
vesseals.,

Hisright hand still tingles occa-
sionally and feels cold from nerve
damage, he said. Sometimes, he
added, hischest feelssorefromthe
extensive surgery.

Asfor the visible scars, Leiker
said herubsthemwith Mederma, a
topical gel that helpsto heal them.
He said the doctors told him they
should fadewith age.

The emotional scars, however,
continueto linger.

“1 was hoping | would come out
different,” Leiker said. “It really
hasn'ttotally setinyet.”

Leiker said he used to play gui-
tar, listentomusic, work oncarsand
draw. Since he came home, he has
gone back to work at Taco John's,
but hasn’t picked up someof hisfa-
vorite haobbiesyet.

“| justdon’'tfeel muchlikedoing
them,” hesaid.

Only afew days after the stab-
bing, hesaid, Limb and her daugh-
ter moved out of his home and
caught aride back to Utah. He said

Agriculture year has ups, downs

FARMING, from Page 1

The agent is optimistic, though,
saying that many farmers got to
plant wheat inamoist, ground giv-
ing the seed agood start.

Townsend remains optimistic,
too, addingthat farmershavefaced
sometough yearslately.

“Since’ 02, the ag economy asa
whole has sustained substantial
losses,” he said. “If it ever gets as
good asit has been bad, it’sgonna

be pretty good.”

For the entire year, Townsend
said, henearly brokeeven, withthe
corn harvest helping to add some
black in hisoperation’sbooks.

Belshe warned that the areawill
need good rains this spring to pro-
duce astrong wheat yield.

He said the wheat crop is espe-
cially important to Sherman
County, as almost one-third of the
land isplanted for wheat.

“It'swhat most everybody relies

on,” hesaid, addingthat wheat crop
and corn makesup 60 percent of the
value of production of everything
growninthecounty. “They’ reboth
really important toour community.”

Townsend said hewill wait until
spring to decided what to plant.

Belshe said most farmers will
wait to see how thewheat faresbe-
foredeciding on anything.

“There'sagoodveinof hope,” he
said. “We'll have agood chance of
agood wheat crop.”

HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUE AND TOOL SALE

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Saturday, January 15, 2005

Time: 10 a.m. CT

Auction Location: TNT & Jones Auction Facility, 200 N. Franklin, Colby, Kan.
Preview sale items between 5-7 p.m. CT Friday, January 14, 2005

friendstold himthat shedidn’t seem
very concerned about the stabbing
and seemed moreinterestedinfind-
ing away to work the next day.

Hesaid hewasn’t ready to bere-
sponsiblefor achild, either..

“That kid was about driving me
nuts,” hesaid. “I’'mgladit’sover.”

Since he's been back, Limb has
called afew times, but, he said, he
told her to leave him aone.

Although he escaped death and
permanent braindamage, Leiker is
still upset about the attack and has
troublewiththeideaof beinglucky
tobedive.

“The whole thing kind of does
(makemefed lucky),” hesaid,“and
it doesn’t at that sametime.”

Theattacker

Reportsfromthe KansasBureau
of Investigation, the Goodland Po-
lice Department and court records
show that after the stabbing, Whi-
taker fled.

He was found at 706 W. Eighth
after aresident called 911 and said
someonewason hisroof. Thefirst
officersat thescenesaidthemanon
the roof was stabbing himself re-
peatedly with aknife.

When officers arrived, they
talked Whitaker down, but court
reportssay that hethreatened Mike
Hopper, a Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks game warden,
with aknife. The report from KBI
agent Kyle Smith said Hopper drew
hispistol andfired, hittingWhitaker

inthearmand|eft ribcage. After he
was shot, Whitaker continued to
struggle, and it took several offic-
ersto subduehim.

Whitaker wastakento the hospi-
tal and then flown to St. Anthony
Central. WhileL eiker wasintheair,
heremembershearing another call
for aflight from Goodland to Den-
ver,andhehad afeelingitwasWhi-
taker was headed for the same hos-
pital.

“1 don’t know why they choseto
dothat,” hesaid.

Because he had not yet been ar-
rested, Leiker says, Whitaker was
left unguarded at the hospital. The
twowerekeptinthesameintensive
care unit. He said a nurse told
Darrick that they found Whitaker
one day outside of his brother’s
room, muttering hisname.

“l wasdefenseless,” Leiker said.
“He could havejust pulled out one
of my cordsand| wouldhavedied.”

For the alleged stabbing, Whi-
taker ischarged with attempted sec-
ond-degreemurder, alevel 3person
felony, and aggravated battery, a
level 4 person felony. He was
chargedwith aggravated assault on
alaw enforcement officer, alevel 6
personfelony, for threatening Hop-
per

After hisreleasefromtheDenver
hospital onNov. 12, heisbeing held
in the Sherman County Bastille on
$500,000 bond. He has been
brought in to hear the charges

against him and Goodland lawyer
Scott Showalter hasbeen appointed
torepresent him.

Although he didn’t know Whi-
taker well, Leiker said heis angry
about the attack.

“1 don’t know why hestabbed me
inthethroat if hedidn’twanttokill
me,” hesaid.

Leiker said he plans to testify
against Whitaker, but heisn’t1ook-
ing forward to coming faceto face
with hisattacker anytime soon.

“l don’twanttoseehimagainif|
don’'t haveto,” hesaid.

Thefuture

Originally fromWallace, Leiker
said he moved to Goodland to at-
tend Northwest Kansas Technical
College. He said he liked the fact
that he was near hisfather, Junior,
who livesin Akron, Colo., and his
mother.

Leiker went into the auto pro-
gram and graduated last May. He
said hehaslookedintojobsinother
towns, but says he isn’t sure he
wantsto work on cars.

Instead of working on cars,
L eiker said, hasbeenthinking about
workinginapharmacy. Hesaid be-
causeall themedication hehasbeen
around sincethestabbing hasgiven
himaninterestinpharmaceuticals.
Hewantsto takeatest to becomee
Certified Pharmacy Technician.

“1’ve got asecond chance now,”
hesaid, “and |’ vegot to find some-
thing todowithit.”

HE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

L.CADEMY BAN

presents

1ld Blue Country

Saturday, January 29, 2005, 7:00 p.m.
Goodland High School Auditorium

HOUSEHOLD
Amana Radar range microwave, twin size
brass bed frame, 1940s cherry wood 3 piece
bedroom set, child twin bunk bed desk combi-
nation, kitchen table and bench, assorted bas-
kets, records & 8-track tapes, pictures & mir-
rors, Proctor Silextoaster oven, Westinghouse
washing machine, 2-ladies 1950’s overstuffed
chairs, 2-twin beds, 4 drawer sewing/desk,
1950’s buffet, round card table w/4 chairs, 2-
maple spring rockers, 2 - England rocker re-
cliners - like new, 2 - wingback chairs - like new,
GE portable TV, 5-drawer chest of drawers, 4-
drawer chest of drawers/ night stand/ mirror/
stool, Twin bed w/headboard & mattress & box
springs, Pole lamp, 27" Sylvania color televi-
sion, 20" Quasar colortelevision, Quasar VCR,
Quasar 5-disc CD changer, Quasar amplifier
with radio, Quasar double cassette player,
Sewing machine in cabinet with chair,
Underbed white wire storage rack, Life Tyler
2000 walking machine, Vita Master walking
machine, Luggage, Corning Ware, Round top
chest, Assorted bell collection, 2-tiered round
endtable, Endtable withlamp, Roundtable w/
glasstop, Assorted Avon bottles, Sewing box,
Ceramic Christmastree, Clock, knick-knacks,
candleholders, Box of buttons, Mirrors & pic-
tures, Assorted fancy work, Assorted glass
figurines, Round card table & chairs, Full size
bed with head & footboard, 2-white night
stands, Baldwin electric organ & stool,

TNT%(:TIO B

Jones Auction
Goodland, Colby and Jennings
and

Homeland Real Estate
of Goodland LLC
Check our web site for late additions and details about
our upcoming auctions: www.tntjonesauction.com

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer-Broker

Wourlitzer Spinet Piano, Oak corner lighted mir-
rored hutch, TV entertainment center, Enter-
tainment Center, Computer Desk, 5 drawer
metal desk, Oak three sided lighted hutch,
White oak cabinet, Floral & burgundy sofa,
Whirlpoolwasher dryer set (Almond), GE elec-
tric range

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
1950's GE Muraphonic stereo phonograph &
8-track player, 2 - 1950s cast iron street lights
wi/plastic globes, Claw foot bathtub, 1915 ladies
drop leaf desk, 1900's parlor table cut down,
1920’s metal English Eagle hose #2 Fire em-
blem, Ladies 1950’s chaises lounge, Coal
bucket & shovel, Roseville, Hull & Hall Pottery,
1950’s 3pc corner pine bookcase, German field
desk

SHOP & GARDEN

Aluminum scoop, rake, wooden step ladder;
Lawn chair; Wooden lawn furniture; Toolkraft
table saw with cabinet; Professional carpet
stretcher, carpetglue iron & othertools; Crafts-
man jointer; Wardsrototiller; Craftsmanwelder;
Duracraft sabar saw; Electric soil blender; 1000
Ib. electricwrench - like new; Electric start snow
blower; Large double throw 240 fuse box; Gar-
den hose; Assorted electric equipment; Air
compressors; Lawn mower; Sears rotary gar-
dentiller; MTD 2-stage snow blower; Craftsman
plane; Pro Mover pallet cart; Reddy Heater 55;
Pickup tool box

Terms of Sale: Driver License required. Cash or
negotiable check day of sale. No Exceptions. Nothing
removed until settledfor. Not responsible for items
after sold. Announcements sale day take precedence
over printed material. Not responsible for accidents.

Bob Jones, Auctioneer

(785) 443-0136 Mobile (785) 443-0138 Mobile

Tom Simpson, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0137 Mobile

For more information,

call (785)/899-2338.

Sponsored by the Goodland Star News
and Goodland School District.
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