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Former Goodland priest dies, asks for prayers

Monsignor Armand F. Girard,
pastor of Goodland’'s Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Catholic Church
from 1985-1995, died Wednesday,
Jan. 5. 2005, at the St. Jo-
seph Village in Manhat-
tan. Hewas 83.

Short and enthusiastic,
atwinkleinhisblueeyes,
Father Girard led the
churchherefor morethan
adecadeleadinguptohis
retirement.

Beforethenew year, he
sent out aletter to family
members, friends and
former parishioners saying he was
ready to meet with hisSavior.

“1"m writing this letter in three
phases: in thanksgiving to Al-
mighty Godfor all of hisblessings,
tomy vocationtothepriesthood and
tohiscallingmetoservehispeople
in the likeness of His Son,” he
wrote.

“1 want tothank all of youfor the

Girard

way God has brought you into my
lifetogrow inloveandin His ser-
vice. It hasbeen one of my greatest
blessings. | hopeyouwill continue
to pray for me, and | will
continue to pray for you
now and whenin heaven.

“The doctors have in-
formed me | have idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis
andthatitisterminal. They
arethebestaroundandare
doing all they can for me.

“I"m not praying for
more life here on this
earth, but for eternal life
withmy Lordand Savior.”

Father Girard was born on April
26, 1921, in Aurora, Kan., one of
eight childrenof LeonandBlanche
(Desilet) Girard.

His studies for the priesthood
took himto St. Benedict’'s College
inAtchison, the St. LouisPrepara-
tory Seminary and Kenrick Semi-
nary, alsoin St. Louis. Hewas or-

dained June 10, 1945, at Sacred
Heart Cathedral in Salina.

Immediately after ordination, he
wassent tothe Catholic University
of America, Washington, wherein
twoyearsheobtainedalicentiatein
canon law.

For atime during World War I1,
he contempl ated |eaving the semi-
nary to join his friendsin the war
effort. Hisspiritual director advised
him, “you’re not going to win the
war; they will always need priests
toreplacethe chaplainswho arein
the service now, and if they want
you, they will call you,” and so he
stayed.

His first assignment was at Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral in 1947. Four
yearslater, hewaspro-chancellor of
the diocese and held that position
until 1954, when he was assigned
pastor of SaintsPeter and Paul par-
ishin Clay Center. In 1959, hewas
named asthefirst pastor of St. Mary
Queen of theUniversein Salina.

It wasat thistimethat hewasap-
pointedvicar general of thediocese,
aposition he held from 1959-1983
under Bishops F.W. Freking, C.J.
Vogel and Daniel Kucera.

Father Girard visited Rome and
attended some sessions of the his-
toric Second Vatican Council. On
Sept. 21, 1967, hewasinstalled as
first pastor of thenewly established
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
inHays.

Hewasassignedto St. Francisof
Assisi in Norton on June 18, 1975.
A lasting tribute to hisministry in
the Norton community istheexist-
enceof several collegescholarships
for young people of the parish.
While there, he helped found the
Valley Hope substance abuse pro-
gram.

Father Girard’s next assignment
wasin Goodlandin 1985. Hewasa
member of the Chamber of Com-
merceand Ministerial Alliance.

On July 1, 1995, Father Girard

Major meltdown blows through town

The icy cold of last week left many shivering, but when the sun Main, leaving the icicles standing on their own like a series of tiny
came out Wednesday afternoon, the warming melted a series tornadoes.

of icicles away from the luggage rack on top of a car parked on Photo by Evan Barnum/ The Goodland Star-News

Big thinking behind launch of new image
=

The state’s Brand Image Task
Forceunveiledanew Kansasimage
campaign Friday at apress confer-
ence in Topeka, playing to the
state’ swide open spaces.

Usingthetagline,“KANSAS.As
big asyouthink,” thecampaignin-
cludes television, radio, and print
adsfeaturing two Americanicons,
Kansans Dwight D. Eisenhower
andAmeliaEarhart. Theseadswere
reveal ed Friday and aired statewide
beginning Sunday.

State officials say their research
showed Kansas didn’t have so
much a bad image, asno imagein
faraway places.

“What isthefirst thingthat comes
to mind when someone says Kan-
sas?’ a Department of Commerce
official asks.“ Theanswer may vary
from ‘flat’ to ‘tornadoes’ to ‘Dor-
othy and Toto.” Inmost cases, how-
ever, that question has been an-
swered with ablank stare.

“Alot of peoplejust don't think
about Kansas.”

Thecampaign, developed by the
Commerce Department with the
help of a citizen group, centers
around a“ positioning statement”:

corrections

KAN

SAS

as big as you think™

“InKansas, our wideopen spaces
allow peopletodreamand makebig
things happen.”

That is used in the ads, which
show how the open vistas of Kan-
sasprovidetheroom and theinspi-
rationfor great thinkingand monu-
mental action.

Callahan Creek, aL awrence ad-
vertising agency, is handling the
campaign. Department of Com-
merce officials say they have re-
ceived $700,000 to spend on the
campaign. Sofar theeffort hascost
atotal of $1.7 million, with money
coming from|ottery salesrevenue.
Officials said they will ask for an
additional $1.7 million to spend
over thenext year.

“Theposition reflectsthereality
of Kansas,” said Howard Fricke,
secretary of commerce. “ Our wide

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual.

HIGH PLAINS ROOSTERS

PHEASANTS FOREVER
5th Annual Fa
<

o

Troy Mannis 785-890-3380

Visit the website: www.hi ghplainsroosterspf.com
Ticketswill be available at the door

mily Banquet
Date: January 15, 2005
Serving: Prime Rib
$15 per person
Where: Elks Lodge,
Goodland, Kan
When: Social Hour 5 p.m.
6 p.m. Dinner Auction
5 Shotgun Drawing
For More Information
Contact:

Steve Duell 785-899-5888

open spacesdo createbigthinking.
Eisenhower, Amelia Earhart and
many other determined andinnova-
tive Kansans reflect how being a
Kansan hel ped shapetheir spirit to
do the most amazing things.

“This rugged, free-thinking atti-
tudeistruetoday. It'sin our nature.
Peoplearemorefreetothink andcre-
ateherethanthey areinother places.”

The new stateimage was devel-
oped fromrecommendationsmade
at Prosperity Summitsin 2003,
when community leaders from
acrossthe state met to identify op-
portunitiesfor and barriersto eco-
nomic growth.

Priorities for growth wereiden-
tified at the summits, and the most
consistent wastheneedfor astrong
state image. From that group, the
imagetask force was devel oped.

Thetask forceincludes commu-
nity, business development and
tourism leaders representing each
of the summit regions. Fred Jones
of Logan County EconomicDevel-
opmentin Oakley wastherepresen-
tative from northwest Kansas.

Researchers surveyed state resi-
dents, select Kansaslegidators, busi-
nesslocationconsultants, travel writ-
ers, and out-of-state travelers, and
tried to identified core values, atti-
tudesand perceptionsabout thestate.

ThecampaignmakesK ansasone
of afew statesto develop a state-
wide campaign that will use one
consistent message for tourism,
economic development and other
state organi zations.

“Qur goal isto build along-term
brandimagethat thewholestatewill
embrace,” Frickesaid.“Withlimited
marketing dollars, statewideconsis-
tency providesgreater effectiveness
intellingthe Kansasstory.

“Thenew stateimageprovidesa
meaningful promiseto peoplewho
live here, and to people who are
considering doing businessin the
state, traveling tothestate, or mov-
ingtothestate.”

boxes 1304 feet long

537 feet long

drops 1300 feet long

Used Sprinklers
For Sale

(1) 1982 Valley 8 tower model 4865 - new tower

(1) 1984 Valley 3 tower model 4271 - hose drops
and booster pump with Nelson 85 end gun

(1) 1992 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 new hose

(1) 1995 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 Aims
advanced computer panel. 1301 feet long

(1) 1998 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 11.2/38
tires and wheels 1301 feet long

(1) 1998 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 11.2/24
tires and wheels 1301 feet long

Call for details

FTER

CONSTRUCTION
& IRRIGATION

1110 Plains Ave.
P.O. Box 526
Colby, Kan. 67701

785-462-8653
(800) 279-4850

announced hisretirement, ashewas
approaching his50yearsasapriest
of theSalinaDiocese. Hecel ebrated
his Golden Jubilee on June 10 of
that year with aMassin the Good-
land church, and on the following
Sunday with another Mass at St.
Peter Churchin Aurora, near Con-
cordia, hishome parish.
Following his retirement, he
went to live at St. Isidore’s Catho-
lic Student Center adjacenttoKan-
sas State University in Manhattan.
For thepast eight years, hehasbeen
acontract priest for Fort Riley.
Survivorsinclude a sister, Dor-
othy Blackwell of Aurora. Cynthia
Haynes, vice-president of Nor’-
West Newspapers, isaniece.
Hewasprecededindeath by twin
brothers, Alpha and Alphonse Gi-
rard; another brother, Jean Paul Gi-
rard; and three sisters, Aureliaand
Madeline Girard, who died in in-
fancy, and Marie L etourneau.
A vigil was held Sunday, Jan. 9,

2005, at the St. Thomas More
Catholic Church in Manhattan,
with the Rosary and Honor Guard
by the Knights of Columbus.

Massof ChristianBuria wassai
Monday, Jan. 10, 2005, at the St.
Mary Queen of the Universein
Salinawith the Most Rev. Paul S.
Coakley, Bishop of Salina, as cel-
ebrant and Bishop EmeritusGeorge
K. Fitzssmonsand brother priestsas
concelebrants. Burial followed in
the Mount Calvary Cemetery in
Salina.

On-linecondolencesmay bel eft
for thefamily at http://www.ymlfun
eralhome.com.

Memorial contributions may be
madetoyour own church, toValley
Hopeor toareligiousinstitution of
your choice in care of the Yorg-
ensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home, 1616 Poyntz Avenue, Man-
hattan, Kan. 66502, or the Ryan
Mortuary, 137 N. Eighth Street,
Salina, Kan. 67401-2686.

Kanoradocouncil,
cityandschool seats

upforgra

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Three seats on the Goodland
School Board, three on the Good-
land City Commission, andthreeon
theKanorado City Council, plusthe
job of mayor Kanorado, will be up
for election on Tuesday, April 5.

Filing deadlineisnoon on Tues-
day, Jan.25. Thereisa$5filing fee
for each candidate.

Sherman County Clerk Janet
Rumpel, who serves as the county
election officers, said the school
board candidates canfileat her of-
fice. Kanorado candidates can file
thereor at the city clerk’sofficein
Kanorado. Goodland City Clerk
Mary Volk hasthefiling papersfor
the city commission.

School board membersupfor re-
election are Dick Short, Ron
Schilling and Mike Campbell.

Schilling said Monday he is not
running.“ | haveservedtwoterms,”
hesaid, “and | think it isimportant
to have new people on the board. |
hope there are several people who
step forward torun.”

In Kanorado, City Clerk Susan
Adamssaid Friday twoapplications
had beentaken out sofar for mayor
and threefor council, but none has
beenturnedin.

Adams said Mayor Robert
Heldermansaidhemightrunforthe
council because he wants to have
moreof avoice. InKanorado, there
are five council members plus the
mayor, whonormally doesnot vote.

Council membersupfor election
are Deb Fahey, Greg Pettiboneand
Frank Hernandez.

Rumpel saidMonday her officehad
received two candidate filings from
Kanorado. BobHandl efiledformayor
and LindaHandlefor thecouncil.

InGoodland, therewill beat |east

bsinApril

two open seats, as Commissioners
JmMull and DeanBlumehavesaic
they do not plan to run. Commis-
sioner John Garcia said he has not
made up hismind.

Volk said Monday no candidates
had filed, and no applications had
been taken out.

Rumpel said shewon't know if e
primary election will be required
until after the filing deadline. If
needed, theprimary wouldbe Tues-
day, March 1.

All votinginbothwill bedoneat
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall
in Goodland; therewill be no poll-
ing placein Kanorado.

Therewill beaprimary election
only if therearemorethantwiceas
many candidatesthanthetotal num-
ber tobeelected. Rumpel saidinthe
case of the Kanorado council, the
Goodland commission and the
school board, a primary would be
reguiredonly if therearemorethan
six candidates for the three open
seatsin any onerace.

Twoyearsago, aprimary el ection
had to be held for the school board
and for Kanorado mayor. There
were 10 candidatesfor four school
board positionsandthreefor mayor.

TobedigibletovoteinApril elec-
tions, votersmust beregisteredwith
thecounty clerk by Monday, Feb. 14.

Votersmay register from8a.m.-
noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday-Friday
at the courthouse, 813 Broadway,
and from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday atthecity clerk’sofficeinthe
City Administration Building, 204
W. 11th.

Votersmust be U.S. citizens age
18 or over by election day. They
need to register if thisistheir first
election or if they have moved or
changed their names since the last
timethey registered.
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LUCKY BRARD JEAKS

Mr. Jim’s also offers many great services
including embroidery, alterations, tuxedoes

Great service, great selection, great value
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