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from our viewpoint...

Legislature opens;
drumbeat starts up

With the opening of the Legidature on us, the drumbeat is
starting to consolidate Kansas counties.

Onewriter urgesretaining the 35 counties with populations
over 14,000 and combining therest into just 13 rural counties.
Inthenorthwest, he postul atesnine countiescombining around
Colby and maybeanother six or sevenaround, say, Phillipsburg.

Nolocal choiceor * piecemeal” approach would beallowed;
just get it done and quit whining.

That'sdemocracy for you.

Thewriter claimstheusua benefits: fewer county jobs, lower
taxes, better services, |ess burden on business.

Sure.

We can't recall a consolidation that ever saved taxpayers
money.

They’ re often sold that way, but the truth is, government is
loath to give up revenue. Save money here, and someone will
spenditthere. Taxesnever godown— unlesstaxpayersdemand
it.

There’ salways someonewitha" need” to spend money on.

There' snothought heretowhat happensto peopleinthenearly
60 former county seats, townslike Goodland and Oberlin, St.
Francisand Atwood, Nortonand Hill City, Sharon Springsand
Gove, wherethejobswill beeliminated “ by attrition only.”

If youwant aforecast, though, drivethrough Russell Springs,
wherethe dusty old Logan County courthouse standsin mute
testimony to thelossof acounty seat.

There are more issues here than meet the eye. Efficiency is
just oneof them.

Sure, anine-county sheriff’ sdepartment would bebigger than
thetwo- and three-man departments most countiesfield. Butis
that better?

Dispatchersinacentral officecouldhhandletheload, butwould
they know the roads, or where the Jones farm is? Would there
even beadeputy on duty in theformer Rawlins County onthe
day something happened? Or would he be having coffeeinthe
officeat Colby?

It might makemoresensetocombinecity and county services,
or evencitiesand counties, and eliminatesomeduplicationright
at home.

It'sonly realistic to assume that no actual money would be
saved in any consolidation. Jobswould belost, officesclosed,
towns destroyed, but the money likely would just flow to the
new county seat.

What happens then is an acceleration of the past century’s
trend: More peopleinthebigger towns, fewer inthesmaller.

That's not, or shouldn’t be, the goal of state policy. Kansas
ought tobedefending and buildingitssmall towns, not destroy-
ing them.

Tothispoint, thereisno groundswell for consolidation, just
afew know-it-allswho think they know what isgood for us.

Voterswill haveto sort out what of thismakessenseandgive
public officialssomedirection. Until that isclear, nothing will
happen.

Our guessisthere will be somelocal consolidations. A few
counties, afew schools, some citieswill give up the ghost —
when it makes senseto them.

But spareusfrom big-timeconsolidatorsin Topekawhothink
they know theway. — Steve Haynes
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| don’'t know about you, but I'm sittingin
awarm house looking out on awhite, silent
world.

Kansasis experiencing the worst ice storm
for decades; half the state hasbeen declared a
disaster area.

Our town has electricity now, but many
peoplestill do not— and thisisgoing intothe
fourth day. Electric crews from surrounding
stateshavebeencalledintohel pwiththewide-
spread problem. They are working in sub-
freezing temperatures. We are al very grate-
ful for their dedication.

Our power went off just as| was preparing
to go to bed last Tuesday night. (written last
Friday.) Myfirstthoughtwas: Well, that’ sgood
timing. I’ mgoingtobedanyway. Lyinginbed,
| could hear the gun shot sounds of trees un-
able to bend any more with their coating of
heavy ice, And the town still looks like awar
zone.

It will take along time to get everything
caught up, trees and bushes trimmed, and
things back to normal. Almost everyone has
some damage, some having entire trees up-

rooted. The limbs pulled down alot of high
wires, but I’ ve seen very little damage to
homesand buildings.

Wearegrateful for that. Andgrateful that no
onein our immediate area has been killed or
serioudly injured, although two frozeto death
inWichita. Someof our elderly weretakento
thelocal nursinghomefor thenightwherethey
were safe and warm, thanksto an emergency
generator.

Thetownwasout of electricity for about 15
hours, but somerural areasstill areout.

| spent thewholetimein bed with blankets,
thanking God | was not exposed to the ele-
mentsin theway the poor peopleof Sumatra,
Indonesiaand Thailand are. | could have | eft
my home and driven to a safe area, but they
havenowheretogo. The 11 countriesdirectly

affected by the tsunami were unwarned and
totally at themercy of the sea.

Even with our “war zon€” conditions, we
can’'t begin to imagine their devastation and
hopel essness.

My heart goes out to them. We will be tak-
ing up Love Offeringsfor themin church the
next two Sundays.

Our country isso blessed. | cannot despair.
Stormslikethisare humbling though.

| realizehow compl etel y dependent onelec-
tricity wehavebecomeasanation. Howwould
we exist if our modern conveniences were to
suddenly disappear? 1t's something to think
about, isn'tit?

| likeantiquesand onenight thisweek, | was
very grateful for my kerosenelamp, the il in
it and childhood lessons of how to light it —
and how to beextremely careful withit.

Sotoday I’ mthanking God and being grate-
ful.

Thetreesaretruly beautiful withtheir trans-
parent new clothes, thebirdsarefinally out of
their hiding places, and God is till in charge
of thisawesome, wonderful world.

Newspaper provides information, opinions

Totheeditor:
Isthelocal newspaper doingit'sjob?

Providing information of what isoccurring |

inthecommunity, accurately, timely and pro-
voking thought.

TheTuesday, Jan. 11, issueof TheGoodland

Sar-Newsdid provideinformation of thecom-
munity and to my knowledge, accurately and
timely. Italsoprovokedthought fromtheopin-
ion page.

Inregard to Freedom Fest and fireworks, it
doesseem curiousthat $7,500isspent onfire-
works, all of whichisblownupinonehour. But
how muchmoney isspentyearly oncigarettes,
beer, gambling, overeating and other wasteful
pursuits?

If each resident of Goodland gave $1 to the
Chamber for Freedom Fest, we would have
$5,000, two thirds of what is needed. How
much do we spend on theitemslisted above?

We celebrate our country’s beginning, a
country thatisoneof thebest! Cost: Priceless!

In regard to the commentary by Steve
Haynesabout thetrashthat isthrowncarelesdy
by afew, thisisaprobleminall communities.

A couple of remarks in this commentary
whereof concerntome. Why thestatement —
“Teen-agerslikeBudlight, apparently.” And*
Aslong as we criminalize teen-agers who
drink, they’ re going to throw the bottles out.
Duh.”

WEell, Duh! Oneg, it's against the law to sell
beer to minors. Two, it's against the law for
some oneto buy beer for aminor. Three, it's
against thelaw to havean open al cohol bever-
ageinacar. And four, it's against the law to
throw trash out of avehicle.

Youstatethat most of thethrown stuff isfrom
thoseunder 30. Remember thesaying, “Don’'t
trust anyoneover 30!”

Your column’sintent was, | think, to com-
plain about thrown thrash, but leaves an im-
pression of blaming teen-agers, people who

from our
readers

® to the editor

sell beer to minorsor provide beer to minors,
andinasenseblaming law enforcement for not
enforcing thelaws.

Onanother thought: Another columnonthe
Opinion page was another episode of cat cra-
ziness. Wedemandequal timefor dogs! | could
tell youmany storiesabout my terrificlittiedog
friend that would boreyou totears!!

ArloHansen

Goodland

Editor’s note: Thisletter was sent to Sher-
man County to complement the staff of the
county health department:

Dear Sherman County Commissioners:

My nameis Debbie Whitmer and | am one
of thethree public health nurse specialist who
cover Kansas. | work for the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment out of the
Officeof Local and Rural. Health. | work with
56 of the central and western countiesin Kan-
sas. | visitwith your county health department
through phone, mail, e-mail, regional meet-
ings, conferencesand personal visitsthrough-
outtheyear. | wish| couldcomemeetwitheach
of youinperson, but with 56 countiesto cover,
itmakesitvery difficultand | apol ogizefor that.

| would like to take this opportunity to in-
formyou of how impressed | amwithyour lo-
cal county health department administrator,
Dorendo Harrel. Under Dorendo’s profes-
sional guidance, she and her staff have been
very busy thispast year, asyou know, withcri-
sisreadiness, WI C automati on, immuni zation
updates and epidemiology reporting of
chicken pox, whooping cough and other dis-

eases, besides the many other routine public
health services that they offer on your behalf
to keep your county protected and healthy.

Thestaff hasworked very hard under thedi-
rection of Dorendo. Thishasnot been an easy
task with decreasing resources and increased
time, effort and collaboration on everyone's
part. Inatime, with our societal and economic
condition of our state and nation, they have
done an excellent job fulfilling the needs of
their county in atimely manner. Dorendo and
her staff need to be commended for the haro
work, accomplishmentsand contributionsthey
have madefor public healthin 2004.

| woulda soliketothank youfor al thesup-
portyou havegiventhemintheir effort tokeep
Sherman County safe and healthy. | look for-
wardtoworkingwith Dorendo and her staff in
2005. If you have any questions or concerns,
pleasefeel freetocall me. Againthank youfor
hiring such aqualified administrator and staff
for the Sherman County health department.

DebbieWhitmer ARNP, publichealthnurse
speciaist

Salina

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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