4 The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, January 18, 2005

from our viewpoint...

Headline season
begins in Topeka

The Legislatureisback in session, and Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliushaschallenged themembersto work together to
handletheissuesof school fianace and health insurance.

In her State of the State speech last week, thegovernor
suggested the legislature look “outside the box” to find
waysto solvethe state’ sfinancial problems.

ShesaidtheKansaseconomy isimproving, andthat the
improvement should continuethroughthenext year, not-
ing that the state added 25,000 jobs|ast year.

School finance took top billing because the state Su-
premeCourt hasgiventhelL egislatureadeadlineof April
12to*balance’ thefundingformula. Sebeliusdidnot give
aspecific solution to the school financeissue, but rather
said shewould work with the two houses of the Legisla-
tureto find aworkable solution.

Followingthegovernor’ sspeech, the Republican | ead-
ership presented a pre-recorded message from the new
Senate President Steve Morris (R-Hugoton) inwhich he
agreed that theschool financeissuewill betough. Morris
saidnooneperson hastheanswer. Hesaidall ideasshould
beexamned asthel egislaturel ooksfor way to handlethe
court decision.

Reactiontothe State of the Statewasalong party lines,
withmost Republicanscomplainingthat Sebeliusdid not
giveenough detailsof her budget plans, never discussing
her ideasto handletheschool issue. Democrats, naturally,
said she gave agood speech and had agood vision of the
state’sfuture.

Inthe past, the speech hasbeen used to lay out specific
budget proposalsandto list the goal s of the governor for
the session, but Sebelius sidestepped the specificsasshe
presented her casefor ahealthy Kansas.

With her speech out of theway, theL egislaturetook little
timeingrabbing moreheadlineswiththeintroductionand
quick passage by the Senate of a same-sex marriage
amendment on the fourth day. The Houseis expected to
be as quick thisweek, and there islittle doubt about the
bill’s passage.

The quick action by the Legislature would mean the
largely local ballot on April 5would become astatewide
ball ot with the proposed constitution amendment added.

Whether such an amendment isneeded will bedebated
over thenexttwomonths, but itisanother exampleof prob-
ably bad laws being pushed through without taking time
tostopandthink about theimpact. Thestatealready hasa
law onthebooks prohibiting same-sex marriages, but for
aminority of Kansans, that isnot enough.

WhiletheL egidlaturetriestograpplewith moreimpor-
tantissueslikeschool funding and health carecosts, they
will try to keep the citizens focused on the question of
same-sex marriages. Hereisabet it will probably work.
— TomBetz
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REALITY CHECK ...

THIS KILLED H2,6L3 AMERICANS IN 2003

THIS HAG KILLED O

Daughter Is real heartbreaker

Youngest daughter is an infamous heart-
breaker.

At 27, she has dated and discarded more
beausthan Elizabeth Taylor. It'snot that she's
mean. She'sjust picky.

She'swillingtodateany guy that seemsnice
orinteresting, butif, after aweek oramonth, it
isn’t working out, she dumpsthem.

| know of at least two young menwho have
followed her back to Lawrence after summer
break only to find themselves with an educa-
tion, butnogirl.

Last year, shedecided it wastimetomakea
change. She was still young and single, and
after nineyearsinLawrence, shedecidedtogo
somewhere new and fresh, so sheenrolled in
the University of South Carolina's graduate
school.

Itwasonly later that wefound out therewere
afew ulterior motivesfor picking Columbia,
S.C., asher new home.

We already knew that Columbiaisonly an
hour’sdrivefromAugusta, Ga., whereher big
sister Feliciaand brother-in-law Nik live.

It'salsothehomeof Bradley Harrison Blake,
ayoung manwho worksfor big sister at Mor-
risDigital Works.

Mom and Dad got into big trouble for de-
scribing Brad as* someguy Lindsay’ sdating”
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® Open season

intheannual Christmas|etter.

Apparently, when youngest daughter went
toAugustato visit her sister last spring, there
wasaparty at Nik and Felicia’s. Lindsay and
Brad wereintroduced, and thetwo hit it off.

Afteral theother guestshadleftandNik and
Feliciagoneto bed, Lindsay and Brad sat on
thefront porch and talked into the night.

I know this, because Nik and Felicia said
they kept creepingtothewindow to seeif they
werestill onthe porch.

Aren’t chaperoneswonderful ?

All the rest of the school year and through
the summer, Lindsay and BHB kept in touch
andtalked onthe phone—for hoursand hours.

Now that Lindsay hasmoved to Columbia,
sheandher beaucall each other every nightand
they get together every weekend.

Soduring Christmasbreak, after gettinginto
troubleover the Christmasletter, | figured1'd
better find out moreabout thisyoung man. Her
father obviously wasn't doing hisjob of giv-

ing thekid thethird degree.

Bradley is from Chicago, | learned. He
graduated fromtheUniversity of Missouri with
adouble major in journalism and computer
science.

Sofar sogood. He'sfromtheMidwest. He's
aBig 12 graduate and he’s got ajournalism
degree.

He'stall by our standards, 5foot, 10inches,
and skinny. Why do short women alway's pick
thetall men? He has dark hair and eyesand &
little goatee.

His parents have moved to Phoenix and he
hasasister, Catherine, whoisasenior inhigh
school.

Helikescatsbut isallergic to them, and he
won't eat hisvegetables.

Lindsay’sworking on the vegetables and |
got thecats.

No, mother, he’snot Catholic.

This may be serious, but they haven’t got-
ten to the take-each-other-home-to-meet the
family stageyet, sowe'll see.

Oldest daughter says he'sagreat guy. The
only problem she seesisif the two decide to
makethispermanent, she' |l havetomovehim
toanother department, and shedoesn’ t want to
lose oneof her best Internet codewriters.

State treasurer sets out legislative agenda

AsweringintheNew Year, the Legidlative
Sessionisabout to begin.

There will be many new legislators at the
Capitol togreet and many returninglegisators
towelcome back.

The Kansas State Treasurer’s officeis pre-
paringfor another activesessionwherediscus-
sionwill likely returntothe state’ sbudget and
the many challenges that accompany it. | am
working hard to secure a permanent solution
for funding the treasurer’s office by continu-
ing to eiminate reliance on the state general
fund and to provide efficient servicesto Kan-
sans.

In an effort to return all moniesto Kansans
from the Unclaimed Property division, | will
introduce a bill to the legislature that will al-
low the Kansas State Treasurer’sofficeto pay
the property ownersor their heirsearnings, if
applicable, oninterest-bearing accounts.

Unclaimed property includes inactive sav-
ingsand checking accounts, uncashed checks,
stock shares and bonds, dividend checks, in-
surance proceeds, mineral royalties, utility
deposits and safe deposit box contents. The
KansasState Treasurer’ sofficereceivesprop-
erty from businesses and state and local gov-
ernments after a certain number of years as
determined by law. Thisproperty iskeptinthe
general fundfor the benefit of all Kansansun-
til therightful owner or heirsclaimit. Thereis
over $150 million of cash and property tore-
turn to Kansans, $8 million of which wasre-
turnedtocitizenslast year alone.

Currently, thestatekeepstheinterest accrued
fromall property thatisturned over tothetrea-
surer and incorporatesit into the state general
fund. A certainamount of theproperty isinter-
est-bearing at thetime it is received; for in-
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® state treasurer

stance, dormant savings accounts. | strongly
believeit’syour money andyoushouldgetthe
accumul atedinterest earned. Many statespay
interest to claimantsinsimilar circumstances.

| will oppose any effort to assign atax on
Unclaimed Property. Citizens of Kansaswho
have property with my office deserveto re-
ceivethefull dollar value, and interest if ap-
plicable, whentheproperty or cashisclaimed.

Pursuant to laws passed at the end of the
2003 legidative session, we began assessing
transactionfeesto stateagencieswhichuseour
agency’s cash management services. Thisdi-
vision received and disbursed nearly $17 bil-
lion of the state’'smoney last year. My office
invested val uabledollarsand staff timedevel -
oping and implementing atracking systemto
handlethebillingsto the agencies.

This process has been well received by the
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maj ority of our customersand after nearly twa
years, itisworking well. This changein bill-
ing hassavedthestategeneral fundnearly $1.5
million. My office will work hard to request
permanent legisation to sustain this funding
structure.

Asyour State Treasurer, | am charged with
looking after themoney that you haveentrusted
tome. | cannotingood consciencestand by and
allow your hard-earned dollarstobetaken. An
efficient government should be responsible
and | will do my best to ensurethat your voice
andthevoiceof al KansansisheardinTopeka.

| encourage you to contact your legislators
and|etthemknow how youfeel about theseanc
other issues of interest to you. It isimportant
foryour elected official sandlawmakerstohear
fromyou. If youhavel nternet accessyoumight
go to www.accesskansas.org. There you will
findlinksto K ansasgovernment, stateofficials
andyour state Representativeand Senator. We
all appreciate hearing from youl!

It ismy honor to serve as your State Trea-
surer. Please contact meif thereisanything |
candofor you.

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CM Email.me

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-369¢
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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BEHIND Y0OU 15 AN AWFUL
LOT OF CAT HAIR
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