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from our viewpoint...

Headline season
begins in Topeka

Daughter is real heartbreaker

The Legislature is back in session, and Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius has challenged the members to work together to
handle the issues of school fianace and health insurance.

In her State of the State speech last week, the governor
suggested the legislature look “outside the box” to find
ways to solve the state’s financial problems.

She said the Kansas economy is improving, and that the
improvement should continue through the next year, not-
ing that the state added 25,000 jobs last year.

School finance took top billing because the state Su-
preme Court has given the Legislature a deadline of April
12 to “balance” the funding formula. Sebelius did not give
a specific solution to the school finance issue, but rather
said she would work with the two houses of the Legisla-
ture to find a workable solution.

Following the governor’s speech, the Republican lead-
ership presented a pre-recorded message from the new
Senate President Steve Morris (R-Hugoton) in which he
agreed that the school finance issue will be tough. Morris
said no one person has the answer. He said all ideas should
be examned as the Legislature looks for way to handle the
court decision.

Reaction to the State of the State was along party lines,
with most Republicans complaining that Sebelius did not
give enough details of her budget plans, never discussing
her ideas to handle the school issue. Democrats, naturally,
said she gave a good speech and had a good vision of the
state’s future.

In the past, the speech has been used to lay out specific
budget proposals and to list the goals of the governor for
the session, but Sebelius sidestepped the specifics as she
presented her case for a healthy Kansas.

With her speech out of the way, the Legislature took little
time in grabbing more headlines with the introduction and
quick passage by the Senate of a same-sex marriage
amendment on the fourth day. The House is expected to
be as quick this week, and there is little doubt about the
bill’s passage.

The quick action by the Legislature would mean the
largely local ballot on April 5 would become a statewide
ballot with the proposed constitution amendment added.

Whether such an amendment is needed will be debated
over the next two months, but it is another example of prob-
ably bad laws being pushed through without taking time
to stop and think about the impact. The state already has a
law on the books prohibiting same-sex marriages, but for
a minority of Kansans, that is not enough.

While the Legislature tries to grapple with more impor-
tant issues like school funding and health care costs, they
will try to keep the citizens focused on the question of
same-sex marriages. Here is a bet it will probably work.
— Tom Betz

ing the kid the third degree.
Bradley is from Chicago, I learned. He

graduated from the University of Missouri with
a double major in journalism and computer
science.

So far so good. He’s from the Midwest. He’s
a Big 12 graduate and he’s got a journalism
degree.

He’s tall by our standards, 5 foot, 10 inches,
and skinny. Why do short women always pick
the tall men? He has dark hair and eyes and a
little goatee.

His parents have moved to Phoenix and he
has a sister, Catherine, who is a senior in high
school.

He likes cats but is allergic to them, and he
won’t eat his vegetables.

Lindsay’s working on the vegetables and I
got the cats.

No, mother, he’s not Catholic.
This may be serious, but they haven’t got-

ten to the take-each-other-home-to-meet the
family stage yet, so we’ll see.

Oldest daughter says he’s a great guy. The
only problem she sees is if the two decide to
make this permanent, she’ll have to move him
to another department, and she doesn’t want to
lose one of her best Internet code writers.

Youngest daughter is an infamous heart-
breaker.

At 27, she has dated and discarded more
beaus than Elizabeth Taylor. It’s not that she’s
mean. She’s just picky.

She’s willing to date any guy that seems nice
or interesting, but if, after a week or a month, it
isn’t working out, she dumps them.

I know of at least two young men who have
followed her back to Lawrence after summer
break only to find themselves with an educa-
tion, but no girl.

Last year, she decided it was time to make a
change. She was still young and single, and
after nine years in Lawrence, she decided to go
somewhere new and fresh, so she enrolled in
the University of South Carolina’s graduate
school.

It was only later that we found out there were
a few ulterior motives for picking Columbia,
S.C., as her new home.

We already knew that Columbia is only an
hour’s drive from Augusta, Ga., where her big
sister Felicia and brother-in-law Nik live.

It’s also the home of Bradley Harrison Blake,
a young man who works for big sister at Mor-
ris Digital Works.

Mom and Dad got into big trouble for de-
scribing Brad as “some guy Lindsay’s dating”

in the annual Christmas letter.
Apparently, when youngest daughter went

to Augusta to visit her sister last spring, there
was a party at Nik and Felicia’s. Lindsay and
Brad were introduced, and the two hit it off.

After all the other guests had left and Nik and
Felicia gone to bed, Lindsay and Brad sat on
the front porch and talked into the night.

I know this, because Nik and Felicia said
they kept creeping to the window to see if they
were still on the porch.

Aren’t chaperones wonderful?
All the rest of the school year and through

the summer, Lindsay and BHB kept in touch
and talked on the phone — for hours and hours.

Now that Lindsay has moved to Columbia,
she and her beau call each other every night and
they get together every weekend.

So during Christmas break, after getting into
trouble over the Christmas letter, I figured I’d
better find out more about this young man. Her
father obviously wasn’t doing his job of giv-

majority of our customers and after nearly two
years, it is working well. This change in bill-
ing has saved the state general fund nearly $1.5
million. My office will work hard to request
permanent legislation to sustain this funding
structure.

As your State Treasurer, I am charged with
looking after the money that you have entrusted
to me. I cannot in good conscience stand by and
allow your hard-earned dollars to be taken. An
efficient government should be responsible
and I will do my best to ensure that your voice
and the voice of all Kansans is heard in Topeka.

I encourage you to contact your legislators
and let them know how you feel about these and
other issues of interest to you. It is important
for your elected officials and lawmakers to hear
from you. If you have Internet access you might
go to www.accesskansas.org. There you will
find links to Kansas government, state officials
and your state Representative and Senator. We
all appreciate hearing from you!

It is my honor to serve as your State Trea-
surer. Please contact me if there is anything I
can do for you.

As we ring in the New Year, the Legislative
Session is about to begin.

There will be many new legislators at the
Capitol to greet and many returning legislators
to welcome back.

The Kansas State Treasurer’s office is pre-
paring for another active session where discus-
sion will likely return to the state’s budget and
the many challenges that accompany it. I am
working hard to secure a permanent solution
for funding the treasurer’s office by continu-
ing to eliminate reliance on the state general
fund and to provide efficient services to Kan-
sans.

In an effort to return all monies to Kansans
from the Unclaimed Property division, I will
introduce a bill to the legislature that will al-
low the Kansas State Treasurer’s office to pay
the property owners or their heirs earnings, if
applicable, on interest-bearing accounts.

Unclaimed property includes inactive sav-
ings and checking accounts, uncashed checks,
stock shares and bonds, dividend checks, in-
surance proceeds, mineral royalties, utility
deposits and safe deposit box contents. The
Kansas State Treasurer’s office receives prop-
erty from businesses and state and local gov-
ernments after a certain number of years as
determined by law. This property is kept in the
general fund for the benefit of all Kansans un-
til the rightful owner or heirs claim it. There is
over $150 million of cash and property to re-
turn to Kansans, $8 million of which was re-
turned to citizens last year alone.

Currently, the state keeps the interest accrued
from all property that is turned over to the trea-
surer and incorporates it into the state general
fund. A certain amount of the property is inter-
est-bearing at the time it is received; for in-

stance, dormant savings accounts. I strongly
believe it’s your money and you should get the
accumulated interest earned. Many states pay
interest to claimants in similar circumstances.

I will oppose any effort to assign a tax on
Unclaimed Property. Citizens of Kansas who
have property with my office deserve to re-
ceive the full dollar value, and interest if ap-
plicable, when the property or cash is claimed.

Pursuant to laws passed at the end of the
2003 legislative session, we began assessing
transaction fees to state agencies which use our
agency’s cash management services. This di-
vision received and disbursed nearly $17 bil-
lion of the state’s money last year. My office
invested valuable dollars and staff time devel-
oping and implementing a tracking system to
handle the billings to the agencies.

This process has been well received by the

State treasurer sets out legislative agenda
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U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510.  (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

where to write
State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol

Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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