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Anapparent electrical shortinthegarage
started afirethat spreadinto thekitchen of
thehomeof Dorisand Jesse Craft insouth-
west Goodland on Thursday evening.

Rural FireChief Kenny Griffith said Fri-
day morningthat the Craftsheard anexplo-
sionabout 5:30 p.m. inthegarageattached
to the their house at 759 W. 31st, in the

EétriCalq fire startéa

Paxton subdivision south of 1-70, and after
asecond one, they opened thedoor tofind
|ots of smoke billowing out.

“They closedthedoor, called 911 and got
out of thehouse,” Griffithsaid. “Whenwe
arrivedtherewereflamescoming out of the
back of the garage, and we knocked that
downto getinthedoor.

Flames were coming out of the back door of the garage at
Jesse and Doris Craft's home east of KLOE on Thursday
evening, and spread into the kitchen. There were two ve-
hiclesinthe garage, butthe flames were mostly confined to

the area in front of them. Investigators said the fire began
in wiring in the southwest wall of the garage.

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

by short damages rural home

“Whenthefirewasout, it had spreadinto
thekitchen andtherewasextensive smoke
damagethrough thewhol e house.”

A deputy statefiremarshal, MelvinDale
of Garden City, inspected the scene Friday
morning. Griffith said he determined that
thefirehad startedinelectrical wiringinthe
wall on the southwest side of the garage,

behind a freezer. The two vehiclesin the
garage had some melting damage, but did
not burn, and Griffith said therewasnot as
much heat in the front part of the garage.
Hesaid it was mostly confined to the back
of the garage and into thekitchen.

The Craftsreturned home Friday morn-
ing with daughter and son-in-law Ron and

MarshaSchillingto seewhat wasdamaged
and what was salvageable and retrieve
some personal belongings.

TheSherman County Rural FireDepart-
ment had four truckson sceneand 10 men.
It took afew minutes to knock the fire
down, the chief said, but it took longer to
make sureall thefirewasout.

Chamber looks back, forward to prosperous new year

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

A year of ups but mostly downs
has plagued the Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce, but with
theapproval of next year’sbudget,
the group looks forward to a pros-
perous new year.

Tuesday, the Chamber board met
and approved arevised version of
next year’sbudget.

Althoughthey encountered some
setbacks this year, failing to raise
enough money to pay for next
summer’sFreedom Fest fireworks,
Chamber Manager Courtney War-
den said they only owe one more
payment for last summer’sfestival.

“We've just been paying (fire-
worksprovider Joe Diaz) off aswe
go,” shesaid.

After collecting more dues, she
said, they made the payment to
Diaz, whogrew upin Goodland and

isknow for hisfireworks displays
intheDenver area, and board mem-
bers agreed Tuesday to get the last
check inthemail.

“1think weneedtoget himpaid,”
said Chamber board President
Donna Swager.

Fund raisersfor Christmaswere
successful, too, with the Chamber
selling 120 of the 200 Ennis-Handy
House ornaments they ordered.
Swager saidit will begood to have
someleft over socollectorscan till
get one next year. Warden said the
Handy House will keep the orna-
mentsall year to sell tovisitors.

The ornaments are planned to
featurehistorical buildingsintown
but, Warden said, they havenot yet
decidedwhat toplaceonnextyear’s
ornament.

Shesaidtheapproval of thebud-
get is good for the organization,
whichhasnot doneregul ar budgets

inthe past.

“1 think we'rein theright direc-
tionevenhavingabudget,” shesaid
adding the Chamber had some
numbers to compare for the first
time this year because of the bud-
get last year.

Before the vote on the new bud-
get, board member Ken Clouse,
president of the Northwest Kansas
Technical College, askedif someof
the concernsfrom last meeting had
beenincorporatedintothenew ver-
sion.

Board members had been con-
cerned about plans to move the
Chamber office to a larger space
across the hall, and decided their
budget couldn’ttaketheincreasein
rent.

The board also cut money inthe
budget for Flatlander Fall Festival
expensesand the advertising fund.

“(Advertising) iswherel feel our

Countyemployeesto payforfood

Sherman County empl oyeeswill
havetodigintheir own pocketsfor
lunch money when out of town, at
least if they arenot goneovernight.

County commissioners decided
Tuesday that, under new Internal
Revenue Servicerules, they should
stop paying for mealswhen anem-
ployeeisnot goneovernight.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
there was a question being raised
about the county reimbursing
peoplefor mealswhenthetripisnot
overnight. She told the commis-
sioners that under the IRS regula-
tions, such paymentswould haveto
be considered taxable and be run
through payroll.

GIS - Geographic Information Systems

Colby Community College

GIS is an information
management system which

The commissioners decided it
would bethebest to simply say the
county will not reimbursemeal sfor
trips where there is no overnight

stay.

businesses benefit the most,” War-
densaid.

Evenwithacutintheadvertising
fund, she said sheispositive about
thebudget and said they will adjust
the numbersastheyear goeson.

“1 think | feel comfortable with
thebudget,” shesaid.

Swager suggested becoming cre-
ative in adding to the advertising
budget. She said the Chamber
should start looking into corporate
sponsors to help fund advertising
for thesummer festivalsandincor-
porating more groups, such as the
Sherman County EconomicDevel-
opment Council and the Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, into the
planning.

The approved budget containsa
lineitemfor anew printer. Warden

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

boxes 1304 feet long

537 feet long

Used Sprinklers
For Sale

(1) 1982 Valley 8 tower model 4865 - new tower

(1) 1984 Valley 3 tower model 4271 - hose drops
and booster pump with Nelson 85 end gun

(1) 1992 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 new hose

785-462-3984, Ext. 224

combines GPS locations and
specific facts to solve problems
in agricufture, law enforcement,
heaith sciences, economic
development, and real estate,
Call Colby Community College
for information on upcoming
classes and your future as a
GIS Analyst!

Classifieds work! 899-2338

drops 1300 feet long

(1) 1995 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 Aims
advanced computer panel. 1301 feet long

(1) 1998 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 11.2/38
tires and wheels 1301 feet long

(1) 1998 Zimmatic 7 tower model G11 11.2/24
tires and wheels 1301 feet long

Call for details

1110 Plains Ave.
P.O. Box 526
Colby, Kan. 67701

785-462-8653
(800) 279-4850

FTER

CONSTRUCTION
& IRRIGATION

said their current printer was a do-
nation from the high school.

“Itworksevery onceinawhile,”
shesaid.

“It hasalot of milesonit,” said
Darrick Leiker, a board member
and owner operator of High Plains
Office Supply.

The board decided to ask to bor-
row theprinter fromthenow vacant
Economic Development office.
Warden said shecould offertohave
calls from the office forwarded to
the Chamber inexchangefor useof
theprinter.

Swager said the Convention and
VisitorsBureau, Economic Devel -
opment andthe Chamber havebeen
looking into sharing an office.

She said it would not only cut
down on costs and ensure that
someonewould answer the phone,
but it could foster abetter working
environment.

If the arrangement with eco-
nomic development doesn’t work
out, Leiker said, he will loan the
Chamber aprinter until they buy &
new one.

student of the week

Name: Lisha Tedford

Parents: Myron and
Penny Tedford

Grade: Junior

Age: 16

We ve nominated this
student because: Lisha
works hard and she has a
good attitude towards
school. She triesto do her
best and sheis pleasant to
be around during school.

Student Comment: My
favorite subject isArt. My
favorite aspect of school

lifeisbeing with friends.
After graduation | will
remember al the good
times with friends.

Activitiesinvolved in
at school: Volleyball,
track and Girls Athletic
Association.

My choice of movies,
books, and games. My
favorite movie is Bourne
Supremacy.

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to:
go to college.

And 10 yearsfrom
now, | think I'll be:
working in acareer of my
choice.

Favorite Quote: “I can
do all things through
Christ who stengthens
me.” Philippians 4:13
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