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from our viewpoint...

Immigration mess
needs ‘worker visas’

Sen. Pat Robertsisright when hesaystheU.S. needsto do
somethingabout themesswecall animmigrationpolicy, and
soon.

Thesenator, at astopin Topeka, calledfor “ guest workers”
visasfortheestimated 11 millionillegal aliensnow livingand
working in this country. He wants Congress to act by sum-
mer.

Thebiggest problem, Sen. Robertssaid, i sthat with somany
illegalsin the country, it'simpossibleto control our borders
andkeepaneyeout for terrorists.

Immigrationfoescall for stronger lawsand tougher border
enforcement, but that isnot working. Morelaw and morebor-
der guardswill only increasethe expense of patrolling abor-
der that can’t be sealed.

Work isthekey.

These workerswould not be coming hereif thereweren't
jobs for them. Our economy depends on foreign workers.
Europeisinthe same position, and hasthe same doubts. We
both are so prosperous, we need foreign workersto keep our
economiesrolling.

Asin Europe, thereisopposition to foreign workers here.

Much of itisbased onfear and prejudice. But all of usde-
scend from someone who came hereasan immigrant. Even
theso-called NativeAmericanscamefromAsia

Assuming that we could round up all theillegalsand ship
them home, theresult would be adisaster.

Our economy would grind to a halt. Work would not get
done. Roadswould not bebuilt. Cropscould not beharvested.

Weneed awork visaprogram, and we need to offer people
achanceto earn aplace in this country. That's part of what
Americaisall about.

Just letting workers in won't solve the problem, because
many people come here not just to work for afew years, but
foranew life.

Their desireisso strong they risk their lives sneaking into
the country. A few more guardswon’t stop them.

People who want to live here that badly will make good
Americans— if they have jobs, homes and achance to pay
taxes.

Weneed to shareour dreamwiththem. AsSen. Robertsputs
it, we cannot ignore or extinguish theflame on the Statue of
Liberty. If thewordsonitsbaseareanything but ahollow sen-
timent, we need to wel come this new wave of immigration.

Asall theonesbefore, it will make us stronger, better and
happier intheend.

Therewill beafight.

Butit’simportant to makesomesenseout of thismess. We'll
all be better off if immigrantsamong usarelegal, with driv-
ers licenses, insuranceandtax forms, not hidinginsomein-
visibleempire.

We'll all be better off if the government can keep track of
aliensand screen the flow for terrorists, criminals and drug
dedlers.

Andwe'll all bebetter off it wewel comeour guestsinstead
of scorning them. —Seve Haynes
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Glad | survived the ice storm of 2005

| don’t know about you, but | survived the
icestorm of 2005.

It hasbeen along, cold, icy, uncomfortable
10 days. But there is much for which to be
thankful. It could have been much worse.

Of coursel’ mspeaking fromtheperspective
of being out of electricity for only 15 hours—
as opposed to those who were out almost the
wholetime.

Thestorm has given metimeto slow down,
tomeditate, tocount my blessings. How grate-
ful I’ ve been for awarm house, ajob that re-
quired aminimum of travel on icy roads, for
friendswho called to seeif | wasall right and
cameby to helpwith yard cleanup.

| had time to appreciate the wonder and
power of God.

The trees were absolutely beautiful, espe-
cially when the sun peaked out and shone
through them.

| had to hurry and appreciate that wonder
though; the sun wasn't out very often or very
long at atime.

| spent about a half hour one afternoon

watchingthebirds. Theradioreminded methat
birds were having trouble finding available
food during theice storm, so | threw aloaf of
bread out on my patio for them.

Oncethey discoveredthetreat, they weren’t
long in getting away with every crumb.

| hadto laugh at how much like peoplethey
behaved.

Inevery crowdthereisat|east onebully. One
larger (probably the most well-fed) bird was
determinedto savethefoodfor himself. Hesat
right on top the loaf and ran off all the other
birds.

Thenhewould pick off afew bites, whilethe
birdsgatheredtheir forcesanddevised astrat-

egy.
They would approach the bread from all

angles, makingit difficult for thebully to pro-
tect hisbooty. Eventually somewould getina
few biteswhen he was attacking others. This
routinewent on over and over again.

| never could understand why, but often —
at someunknownsignal —all thebirdswould
suddenly desert their meal andfly off to safety
inthefrozentrees. They would watchthesitu-
ation awhileand then suddenly fly back down
toresumetheritual.

For thefirsttimeinmy life, | understoodthe
fun that birdwatching groups enjoy.

Buttoday thesunisshining, and I’ msurethe
surlinessthat I’ veseendevel opingin people(as
inthebirds) will probably subside somewhat.

Itisstill bitterly cold, butit’snot cloudy. How
peopleinAlaskabear monthsand monthswith-
out truesunshineisbeyond my understanding.
A coupleof weeksseemtobethelimitfor most
Kansans.

Today thesunisshining. | feel energizedal-
ready. I’ ve had plenty of time the past couple
of weeks, but today I'm really going to get
something done!

it back over the next decade. Thiswould set &

First week of sessmn busy with school issue

Thelegidativesessionbeganat 1p.m.Mon-
day, Jan. 10. Representatives, including 27
freshmen legidators, were sworn in by Kan-
sas Supreme Court Justice Robert Davis.

Speaker Doug Mays (R-Topeka) and
Speaker Pro-tem Ray Merrick (R-Stilwell)
took their constitutional oaths of office. Rep.
Clay Aurand (R-Courtland), Rep. Joe
McL eland (R-Wichita), Rep. SteveBrunk (R-
Wichita) and Rep. WillaDeCastro (R-Wichita)
wereintroduced asthe mgjority leader, assis-
tant majority leader, majority whipand caucus
chairperson respectively.

That evening, Gov. Sebeliusgave her State
of the State address. In adeviation from past
years, she did not provide a copy of her pro-
posed budget to the L egislature before her re-
marks. Mostly staying away from specific
amounts and numbers, she concentrated on
genera themesof a“ Healthy Kansas® andfeel
goodissues. However, shedid mentionthat her
proposed budget would* ...reducethe General
Fund expenditures by $9.3 million from the
figure approved by the Legidature.”

The session promisesto be one of many is-
sues. Speaker Maysnotedinhisremarkstothe
House on opeining day that school funding,
gay marriage, the death penalty, annexation
and taxes could al be hot buttons.

Education

Education funding, well known and much
debated, returnsinthesessi onasoneof thelead
issues. The Supreme Court has asked that the
Legislature enact a“ suitable” education plan
by April 12. If theLegislatureisunableto do
that, it is speculated the court may take con-
trol of the education system.

Thegovernor failed to provideany ideasor
guidance throughout the budget. Instead, it
looks asif she has decided to ook to the Re-
publican-led L egidaturefor leadershiponthis
issue. TheHouse Education Committeeisled
by Rep. Kathe Decker (R-Clay Center) and

jim
morrison

® capitol review

consistsmostly of veteransto thefunding de-
bate. The Senate Education Committee hasa
somewhat different look, as it includes five
new members and a new chair, Sen. Jean
Schodorf (R-Wichita).

Budget Overview

L ast Tuesday, thegovernor’sofficeprovided
copies of the proposed budget to the Legisla
ture and media. On closer examination, the
budget begantol ook somewhat different than
aplanthat would*“...reduce General Fund ex-
penditures by $9.3 million.” Using numbers
provided by the Kansas L egidlative Research
Department, some “highlights” of the
Governor’s proposed budget include:

» Expenditures that exceed estimated re-
ceiptsby $73.6million.

* The governor’s budget for the state Gen-
eral Fund is an increase of $160.3 million or
3.4 percent.

* Thegovernor’sbudget for all fundsrecom-
mendationisanincrease of $454.6 million or
4.2 percent.

» The governor’s budget for the General
Fund isanincrease of $22 million or 0.5 per-
cent above the amount approved by the 2004
Legidature.

» The governor’s budget for al fundsisan
increaseof $514.9millionor 5.0 percent above
theamount approved by the2004 L egislature.

* Noincreasein the base state aid per pupil
of $3,863, samel evel sincethe2002-03 school
year.

 Tofinancethe27th payroll check for state
employeesinthebudget, thegovernoris rec-
ommending borrowingthemoney and paying

precedent of borrowing fundsto meet regular
operating costs.

The budget does not include any provision
for increased health care spending. Her office
stated that asrelated | egislationrolled out dur-
ing the session, it would be added to the bud-
get. Increased health care spending, couplec
withanincreaseinschool funding, could swell
the budget further.

| chair theHealthand Human ServicesCom-
mittee and serve as a member of the Utilities
Committee. Therest of my timeistaken com-
pletely by preparingthelegislaturefor full de-
ployment of technology whichwill allow citi-
zenaccesstothesameinformationwelegisla-
tors have when making decisions, ahility to
watch and hear all committee hearings and
eveninstant messagel egislatorsand partici pate
in committee meetings without having to be
present in the statehouse in person to deliver
your testimony.

| can be contacted at my office phone 785-
296-7676, email at jmorriso@ink.org or mail
to Rep. Jim Morrison 300 SW 10th &, Sate
Capitol Building, Room 171-W, Topeka, Kan.
Toreceivemy daily e-mail updates, send are-
guest to my e-mail address.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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I'M GOING TO RAKE
THE LIVING ROOM
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1 WAS SHEDPING IN
THE KITCHEN, TOO!




