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Central principal says tests are a diagnostic tool

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Sharon Gregory, principal of
Central Elementary, saysthe stan-
dardized tests administered in the
Goodland School District eachyear
areused mainly for teacherstoiden-
tify problemsandtohelpkidslearn.

“Weuseit asadiagnostic look,”
said Gregory as she presented test
scorestotheschool board Monday,
“aswell asameasure.”

Gregory and Shelly Angelos,
principal at West Elementary, pre-
sented data from the Jerry John's
Diagnostic Reading Test and the
lowaTest of Basic Skills.

The Jerry John'stestisadminis-
tered in the fall and again in the
spring, they said, not only to deter-
mine where students are, but how
much they progressover theyear.

For the fall this year, second-
grade studentswerelower than av-
erage, with only 38.8 percent at or
abovetheir gradelevel.

Gregory presentedtheboardwith
numbersfrom previousyearsshow-

ing therate of improvement over a
fewyears. Last year, thedatashows
thesecond gradedid better, with 51
percent at or abovegradelevel. The
year before, however, the second
graders scored lower, with only
35.9percent at or abovegradelevel.

Angelos presented abreakdown
of the tested group to the board.
Ninety threepercent of special edu-
cation students, 63.6 percent of at-
risk students and 55.6 percent of
English language |learners scored
below gradelevel, shesaid,

She said thetest is administered
early, about six weeks before the
cutoff date. Thestategivesschools
acertaindateonwhichthetest must
be completed and West school has
held it earlier than they have to.
Angelos said teachers would have
more opportunitiesto prepare stu-
dentsif giventheextratime.

“Six weekscoulddoalotforthis
test,” shesaid addingthey arework-
ing on better preparation for next
year’ssecond graders.

The board agreed, but decided

early testing would make the data
different from previous years and
harder to compare.

Gregory said themost important
thingistheimprovement that even
alow-scoring class can show from
fall to spring and over afew years.

Thetest resultsshow that thecur-
rent third grade, last year’s second
graders, had 90.4 percent of stu-
dentsat or abovegradelevel inthe
spring and 84.5 percent at or above
thisfall, shesaid.

Thelower-scoring current fourth
grade improved their scores from
the 35.9 percent in the fall of their
second-grade year to 73.4 percent
at or abovegradelevel inthespring.
That number increased over the
years, with 69.1 percent scoring at
or abovegradelevel inthespring of
last year and then 71.3 percent this
past fall.

Gregory saidthe Jerry John’stest
isgiventofirstgradersinthespring
and every other grade through
fourthinthefall and spring. Titlel
kids, she said, are given a third

Cow/calf trade show planned

TheTri-State Cow/Calf Sympo-
sium and Trade Show, “Focus on
Information and Opportunities,”
will be held from 8 am. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 29, at the St. Francis
Community High School.

“The cow/calf industry isin a
very dynamicstateat present,” said
TyeFaulkender, Cheyenne County
extension director. “ Cattlemen of
the tri-state region are among the
best at staying progressive minded.

“Welook forwardtobringingthis
highly informational event to the
cattlemen of thearea.”

Thefirst registration for agroup
is $20, with additional members
charged $15if paid before Tuesday,
Jan. 25. The cost will be $30 after
thedeadline. Includedinthefeewill
betrade show activities, lunch and
seminars. Brochureswithregistra-
tion formswill be coming soonin
themail.

Theschedulefortheday involves
atrade show and talks, including:

 Update onthe National Animal
ID Program by George Teagarden,
Kansaslivestock commissioner.

e Turning Animal ID and Infor-
mation into Profit, Bill Mies, E-
Merge Interactive.

* What ProducersNeed to Know
About Foreign Animal Diseases,
Dr.HallieHasdl, stateveterinarian.

* Rebuilding the Cowherd, Op-
tions for Replacements, Jack
Whittier, Colorado State Univer-
Sity.

« Selecting Genetics to Match
Today’s Market, Jim Gosey, Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

e Carcass Evaluation 101,
Cynthia Dixson, Rawlins County
extension agent.

 Technologies and Tools for
Implementing Individual Animal

Bernie’'s RV Sales
& Repair
Collision, Hail Damage and
Water Damage Repairs
Air Condition Service,
Windshield Repair and
Replacement on Autos and
Motor Homes, Mobile Service
New and Used parts inventory
14 years of service in the area

719-348-5941
Stratton, CO

Identification, Dr. DaleBlasi, Besf,
Forage and Nutrition, K-State Re-
search and Extension.

* What’s Ahead for Cow/Calf
Producers: Cattle Outlook for 2005
andBeyond, JimMinert, Livestock
Marketing, K-State Extension and

For further details, call Dr. Sandy
Johnson, area extension specialist
for livestock, at (785) 462-6281;
Faulkender at (785) 332-3171; or
your county Extension office.

Make checks payable to Chey-
enneCounty Extension office, Box
667, St. Francis, Kan. 67756.
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Bane Auction/Homestead Realty

Saturday, January 22

VFW Hall, 824 Main, Goodland, Kan.

9:30 MST

Estate Auction

NOTE: This will be a large sale so please be on time. Part of the items
are from Rich’s Sewing Machine Sales & Service and we will have new
and used equipment. The hall will be full as we have 75-100 boxes to
go through so come and enjoy the day.

SEWING MACHINES & EQUIPMENT
Sears Kenmore W/case; Vogue Stitch model 716-B-1496, no case;
Singer Scholastic model 717, no case; Dress Maker W/case; J C
Penny; Thompson Industrial sewing machine; 2-white, 1-Oak sewing
cabinets, new; Newtilttable; Casio electronic cash register PCR 260;
Counter W/built-in cash drawer; Commercial Panasonic vacuum;
Shelves and brackets; 3 storage cabinets
HOUSEHOLD AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Nice green matching sofa & love seat, Oak glider rocker, Light oak end
and coffee tables, Zenith console TV W/remote, Console stereo,
Phillips VCR, stereo Panasonic VHS-C recorder W/case and charger,
Portable TV’s, VCR recorder, 3 Beauty Rest double beds, Twin bed,
dresser and chest, 5 drawer dresser and chest, Large cedar chest,
Bakersrack, Nice microwave or TV stand, Corner hutch removed from
old house, Antique square table, Card table W/chairs, Vitamaster Ex-
ercise Bike, 4 Kitchen chairs, Dining table w/chairs, Swivel rocker,
Small writing desk & chair, Serving cart, Several lamps, 2-TV stands,
Cadence walker-exerciser, Floor lamp, File cabinet, Electric heater,
Lawn furniture W/glider, Bird bath, Extension ladder, Lots of Garden
Tools, Boxes and boxes and boxes of small items, Microwave, End &
Coffee tables, Antique silverware, 2-12 cup coffee makers, Portable
dishwasher, Kenmore sewing machine W/cabinet, White wicker child’s
patio furniture, Iron patio furniture, Lots of Little Tyke toys, Dishes, cook-
ware, glassware, Lots more items to be unboxed.
VEHICLE
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1994 Buick LaSaber, 4dr, good rubber, loaded, 129,000 miles. Great
gas mileage. Very good condition.

As usual the hall will be full. Lunch served by the VFW Auxiliary so
come and enjoy the day. For more information contact Homestead
Realty / Bane Auction, 1023 Main, Goodland, Kan. Terry Richardson
at 785-899-2328, 899-3093 or cell 899-8094.

round of thetest, at midyear.

The scores, Gregory said, are
sometimeslow for second graders
because of experiencesat home.

“Some students don’t always
cometo school ready tolearn,” she
said.

Some students have a back-
ground including reading at home
and preschools, shesaid, whileoth-
ers haven’t been exposed to read-
ing. Gregory saidafew studentsare
not devel opmental ly ready for read-
ing.

Afterthefirstfewyears, shesaid,
thestudentslevel outandgainsome
experiencewith learning.

ScoresonthelowaTest of Basic
Skills places the students at or
above grade level for in reading,
math and composite, acategory in-
cluding science, socia studies, lan-
guage and reference materialsin
addition to math and reading.

Eleventhgradersarescoring at a
twelfth gradelevel in both reading
and math and on a thirteen-plus
gradelevel inthe composite.

Tenthsgradersareonaneleventh
gradelevel inreading and compos-
ite and a 10.9 grade equivalent in
math.

The test is measured in grades
twothrough 11 and each grade, ex-
cept for second, scored at or above
the national average.

“That'sthenorm,” Gregory said.
“Wedid respectably well.”

Gregory said thetest scoreshelp
teachers “red-flag” any area stu-
dents need help on and focus les-
sons for them. Teachers can learn
new ways to teach different stu-
dents through catering to the
flaggeditems.

Individual students, shesaid, can
beidentified and given more help,
too.

This summer, Gregory said,
teacher met to go over the test re-
sultsinaRed, Whiteand BlueData
Analysis. She said the analysis
looksat how studentsscoredineach
areaand what needsto be stressed
inthe classroom. The analysislets
teachersand administratorslook at
which areas have more questions
and need moreemphasisfor thestu-
dentsto dowell onthetests.

Gregory said teachers use the
tests for Individualized Learning
Programs, too.

Teachersat Central, shesaid, are
incorporating applied math, includ-
ing measurements, intotheir lesson
plans, sincestudentsscoredlow |ast
year. For example, she said one
teacher is including concepts of
whole numbers, place values on
money and solvingreal world prob-
lemsinto math lessons.

“We do use alot of theinforma
tiontodriveour curriculum,” Gre-
gory said.

Although not all of the tests are
sent into the state, she said, the

schools must show “adequate
yearly progress.” She said that
meansthe scoresfrom year to year
havetogoupaspart of theNo Child
Left BehindAct.

Gregory said they use the lowe
Test, the state Assessment Tests,
and local measures for school im-
provement. Shesaidthey usethose
results along with teacher recom-
mendationsto determinewhich stu-
dents need to take summer school
or extraclasses.

“We' reconcerned about kidsnot
taking thetest seriously,” shesaid.

Gregory said right now, the test
scoresarenot directly linkedtofed-
eral money, and shehasn’t seenany
school denied help for not meeting
theadequateyearly progressmark.
That might change, shesaid, asthe
bar to meet the progress is moved
up, eventually hitting a100 percent
expectation mark for schools. That
meansevery studentinevery school
will be expected to show acertain
amount of progresseachyear, atask
that Gregory said isalmost impos-
sible.

Thisyear, thefourth, seventhand
tenthgradeswill betaking mathanc
science; the sixth, eighth and elev-
enth will be taking social studies
tests; and thefifth, eighth and elev-
enthwill take reading tests. All the
testsarestate assessment measures
the school will useto help measure
the adequate yearly progress.
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‘Tis the season to start socking away savings for
Christmas 2005. Join our Christmas Club today
and begin a little stocking stuffer that will make
your Christmas future merry and bright.

e No maximum monthly deposit

e Account can be debited on the 5th or 20th of
each month beginning in January.

e [f started later than January, you can catch up or
continue from that point.

e ENB will issue a check to the depositor(s) the
first week of November.

. Christmas is a

. Ho-Ho-Whole
ot more fun
when you

PLAN AHEAD!

First National Bank Christmas Club
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NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

24 Hour Telephone Banking

890-2777 or
(800) 899-7977

www.fnb.com

Bird City, Colby, Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,
Quinter, Sharon Springs, St. Francis
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Health Essentials g The Feed Bunk
PNIPSP =
Your Total VITALIK
Scrapbooking Store INC. ™ <Flooring=Gift Items
Come ioi learn h =Controlled consumption Let <Gourmet Chocolate
Natural Foods, Vitamins, ome Join us to learn how to guaranteed ici | <\Window Coverin
MamgeTrllerapy ' scrapbook. Call for information ~Protein and mi | tab Adver“Slng work for you. 9
: 1371 Rose Ave. rotein and mineral tabs - Wall paper
Acupuncture & More : ’ - i Call - ;
N Burlington, Co. Increase Profits and Herd Superior Flooring &
Natural LIVIng Cottage 719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081 Health 785-899-2338 RugS
& Wellness Center Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 1847 Rose Ave., 360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
314 14th Street, Burlington, Co. Saturday 8 a.m. - noon Burlington, Co. 719-346-7579
719-346-4681 719-346-5220
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