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Cowboy poetentertainsat\Wheat Ridge Acres

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Home on the range, stories of
neighbors and the general spirit of
the Plains; cowboy poet Ernie
Ketzner of Bird
City tries to
bring all that to
hisaudiences.

Ketznercame
to town Wed-
nesday to pre-
sent his poetry
to residents of
Wheat Ridge
Acres Retire-
ment Community.

Hispoemsare about the hard life
of acowboy, looking back toasim-
plertime. Ketzner saidhehasaways
been fascinated by the Old West.

Hispoemsinclude stories of his
liferaising “asmall ranch heard of
mamma cows” and farming just
northandwest of Bird City. Hesaid
hisfavoritesubjectsarelife, raising
kidsand theWest..

K etzner hasbeen writing the po-
etry and presenting it to peoplefor
thelast four or fiveyears. Hestarted
with performances at the Imperial
fair in Nebraska and at the Chey-
enne County Fair.

He said his cowboy poetry has
been shared at the co-op’s annual
meeting and he’ sopento visit any-
onewho wantsalaugh.

“I doit for fun,” he said, “or to
givesomebody alaugh.”

ThetriptoWheat Ridgewaseven
more funfor himashisthird grade
teacher, SylviaDaniels, wasin the
audience.

Ketzner

Wheat Ridge Acresresident Pearl Parish (above) sat

in to hear the cowboy poet Ernie

entertain Wednesday. After the performance,

Ketzner (right) visited with resident Neva Loomis.
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“1 give her credit,” he said, for
teaching him how to write poetry.

Ketzner of Bird City

Residents giggled or clapped
through the readingsand gave him

two rounds of applause when he
wasdone.

After the performance, Ketzner
met residentsand visited about fam-

ily members and growing up in
northwest Kansas.

Archeological dig coming to town this summer

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Thesmall brushes, picksanddig-
ging equipment of theKansasHis-
torical Society will be coming to
town this June for an archaeol ogi-
cal dig, searching for 9,000-year-
old mammoth bones.

Starting June 4, the Goodland
School District will openitsdoors
and allow scientists, students and
enthusiaststo use school buildings
as base camp for a16-day dig near
Kanorado.

Theprojectisbeing putonby the
Historical Society and the Kansas
Anthropological Association,
along with the state Geological
Survey, theKansasUniversity De-
partment of Anthropology andthe
Denver Museum of Nature and
Science.

Virginia Wulfkuhle, public ar-
cheologistinthecultural resources
division of the historical society,
said the site just north of the
Kanorado I-70 exit was found
nearly 30 yearsago when the Kan-
sas Department of Transportation
cleaned out some channels. She
said they exposed lithic, or stone,
artifactsand theremains of extinct

late Pleistocene mammoth and
camelsintheMiddleBeaver Creek
valley.

Thesitewasvisited several times
in 1976 and then in 1981 by the
Denver museum.

Wulfkuhlesaidthoseeffortswere
focused onanimal remains, not the
types of artifactsthey will explore
thissummer.

Themuseum cameback in 2002,
Wulfkuhle said, when Dr. Steven
Holen, curator of archeology, and
Dr. Jack Hofman, associateprofes-
sor of anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Kansas, conductedtestssug-
gesting the presence of Clovis-era
artifactsrelated to the existence of
peopleliving from about 11,400to
10,900 yearsago.

In 2003 and 2004, groups from
the KU Odyssey Archaeological
Research Program under Dr. Rolfe
Mandel of the Geological Survey
got involved with the Denver mu-
seumto research andtest materials
fromthesite.

Wulfkuhle said they found at
|east two mammoths and a camel,
alongwithlithic material inburied
soil.

Thedigwill beinthepasturejust

north of the bridge, said Harlan
House, an area farmer and local
contact for Wulfkuhle.

“| think there might be alot of
them (artifacts),” hesaid, addinghe
would like to see them uncover
some human remains.

Woulfkuhle said she doesn’t ex-
pect thedig to producealot of arti-
facts, but she thinks what they do
uncover will beexciting.

Shesaidthroughtheproject, they
are looking for a connection be-
tween the animal bones and hu-
mans.

“1f wefind stonetool sassociated
with these extinct animal bones,”
shesaid, “we'll really havemadea
discovery.”

Theproject, Wulfkuhlesaid, will
includeafull fledged archeological
dig, with the area gridded off and
most of the work being done with
finehandtools.

Thelaboratory at the school will
beusedto clean, sort and catal ogue
theartifacts.

The dig will not only be for the
experts, Wulfkuhle said. Anyone
canjoinin. Childrenmust beat | east
10and beaccompanied by anadult.
Wulfkuhle said after a morning

class, participantscan beout inthe
field.

“We don't require any previous
experience,” she said, adding they
will haveplenty of expertsand sea-
soned volunteerson hand to super-
vise.

Participants can even earn col-
legecreditsthrough EmporiaState
University by attendingthecourses
and excavations.

Wulfkuhle said that is an oppor-
tunity for teachers to earn credit
hoursfor certification.

The classes offered include Ar-
cheological Fieldwork, Archeo-
logical SiteSurvey, Fieldand L abo-
ratory Photography, Historical Ar-
cheology andHistoric Rural Archi-
tecture.

Theprogramis$20for members
of the historical society or the an-
thropological association and $80
for nonmembersbeforeMay 6. Af-
ter that date members will be
charged $30 and nonmembers$90.

Shesaidthehistorical society and
the anthropological association
haveput onadig somewhereinthe
stateevery year since 1975.

“Kansas is no slouch when it
comes to archeology,” she said.

School board reviews policy handbook

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland School Board has
scheduled weekly meetingstocom-
pleteanoverhaul of itspolicy hand-
book.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
said two more Monday meetings
eachmonthwill ensurethat theeach
policy will bereviewed by the end
of the school year.

Although most changes are mi-
nor, he said, the sessionstaketime
as board members read through
eachportionand compareitwiththe
old policy.

“There are not a whole lot of
changes,” Selby said.

Board membersaregivencopies
of the changes to ook at before
meetings, he said. Monday, board
clerk Pat Juhl said the proposed
changes are sent to the board from
the state Department of Education.

Juhl said although the board
makes changes to the policy as
needed, they haven’t taken amajor
look at the handbook for several
years.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

For example, she said, acouple
years ago the board had to update
the policy on weaponsin school to
match anew federal law.

Monday, the board agreed on
some less-important changes, like
making suretheright budget forms
are used and policy on preferential
treatment for local merchants.

The board agreed to continue to
have Selby formulate the budget
and present atentativedraftinJune.

Thenew policy outlinesrulesfor
accepting bids to invest school
money.

Invested money cannot be held
for morethantwoyears. Thepolicy
will allow the district to go out of
town if they can not get an accept-
ablebidlocally.

Bonded employees with the
school are currently only insured

Furniture Annex
Opening
The Goodland
Churches Thrift Shop
has opened the
furniture annex on
Thursday, January 20
with asale starting
at1p.m.

1218 Main Ave.
Goodland, Kan.
785-899-2007

for $50,000, but thenew policy cals
for $100,000 worth of insurance.
Selby said heisnot bonded, but the
board clerk, treasurer and deputy
clerk areinsured. Theboard agreed
to check out costsfor higher insur-
ance before approving the higher
price.

Thenew policy coveredinvento-
riesand made abuilding inventory

,
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mandatory for each school. The
handbook said that one copy must
bekept ineach building and oneby
thedistrict clerk.

The board will meet each Mon-
day until the entire handbook has
been reviewed. Selby handed out
copiesof thenext bl ock of thehand-
book Monday. Normally, theboard
meetsjust twiceamonth.

Sherman County Health Fair 2005 I
Saturday, February 5, 2005 |

% 8-11am. |
i Goodland Activities Center n
| 808 Main, Goodland, Kan. I :

trance to Hospital) on

Research and Ext. Office.
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Blood profiles will be done PRIOR TO THE FAIR
at Goodland Regional Medical Center (Main En-

January 17-21, 7 - 10 a.m.
Costs: $30 - blood chemistries ($10 - CBC only) 12-14
hour fasting recommended for cholesterol screening
included in blood chemistries
$15 - additional for PSA (Prostrate)
$15 - additional for TSH (Thyroid)

Free blood pressure checks, metabolic testing,
colon/rectal hemacult kits and glucometer testings,
KS Lions Mobile Screening Unit will provide hearing
and vision screening available at the Health Fair. I'

Brought to you by: Farm Bureau, Goodland
Regional Medical Center, Goodland Activities
Center, Goodland Lions Club, Harvest America and I1
Sherman County Health Department and KSU

“Wehavethefull range of time pe-
riods. We do have a diverse geog-
raphy with different climates.”

Kanorado may be the furthest
west the dig has been, but Wulf-
kuhle said they may draw volun-
teersfrom Colorado or Nebraska.

The dig based in Goodland will
help the community, too, Wulf-
kuhle said. It could bring out more
than 100 people over the 16-day
project, but turnout is normally
larger around the bigger citiesin
eastern Kansas.

“Wehopeto haveagood crowd,”
shesaid. “I think wealmost always
help the economy.”

Many of thevolunteers, shesaid,
will camp outdoors or in recre-
ational vehicles, sparking camp-
fires, sing-alongs and games. She
said the project doesn’t provide
food, so participantsgo out toeat or
shopinlocal stores.

House approached the school
board Monday, Jan. 10, to request
permissionfor thesociety tousethe

buildings.

The board agreed to | et the soci-
ety tousethebuildingssinceschool
will beout of session.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
said they could even usethe dress-
ing roomsand showersinthegym,
the science department, thelibrary
and the auditorium.

Wulfkuhlesaid it isimportant to
have a central location, like &
school, for the dig. She said they
will use the buildings for classes
and artifact processing.

The schools will be used for
evening programs, shesaid, includ-
ing a collector’s night during the
first week of the project where the
publiccanbringinartifactstoshare
with the experts.

Anyone interested in the dig
should contact Wulfkuhle at
vwulfkuhle@kshs.orgor 785-272-
8681 ext. 255. Shesaidinformation
on the dig will be available at
www.kshs.orgthoroughthearchae-
ology link.

student of

the week

Name: Sami Philbrick

Parents. Brady and
Jane Philbrick

Grade: Junior

Age: 16

We' ve nominated this
student because: Sami is
doing a great balancing
act of being involved in 4-
H and other community
activitiesas well as being
committed to excellence
in school classes and
clubs.

Student Comment: My
favorite aspect of school

life is getting to see my
friends.

Activitiesinvolved in
at school: FCCLA,
American Field Service,
GirlsAthletic Associa
tion, X-Pressos and jazz
band.

My choice of movies,
books, and games: | am
open to most books,
movies, music and games.
| don't like mystery that
much.

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to:
Bein college, learning
something | want to do.

And 10 yearsfrom
now, | think 1’1l be:
Doing something | love.

Favorite Quote:
“Nothing deters a man
from doing what is
honorable.” Madlene
L’ Engle

Trachsel A&B LLC

1011 Main Ave
Goodland,

785-890-8431

Kan 67735




