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from our viewpoint...

The way to finish
city park project

After years of waiting to finish Pioneer Park, the city com-
mission findsthereisnot enough money to build what wasde-
signed.

The bids came in higher than anticipated, and now the pro-
jected cost of $538,000isabout $85,000 morethanwhat thecity
has. That is about 16 percent more than the engineering esti-
mate.

The commission hasthree choices:

It canaccept thel ow bidandfindthe$85,000, resizetheproject
to fit the available money or abandon the project and give a
$210,000 grant back to the state for somebody elseto use.

GeneTromble, thevolunteer fundrai ser for theproject, would
likethecity togivehimachancetorai sethe $85,000. Theprob-
lemthereisover the past several years, thefundraising efforts
havefallen short, and the city feelsit must havethe $85,000in
hand when construction begins.

Commissioner iImMull likestheresizeoption, butisnot sure
how to befair to thetwo general contractorsin asking themto
rebid adownsized project. He has apoint, but we are sure the
contractorswould prefer to have achanceto rebid rather than
not having theproject at all.

Dave Walker, who is considering becoming a candidate for
thecity commission, seemstothink the project should beaban-
doned. Walker cameto Goodland from Californiaa couple of
years ago and works at the Kit Carson Correctional Center in
Burlington.

Compared to the hustle and bustle of California, Goodland
may seemto bewithering away. However, whiletherearesome
empty buildings, that doesnot by itself mean thecity isdying.
Businessesopenandcloseincitiesall over thecountry because
that isthe nature of changein retailing.

The city has shown an increase in jobs and businesses over
the past threeyears, and thereisevery reasonto believedown-
town buildings will again be filled with retail businesses and
customers. Goodlandisstrategically locatedon|-70and K -27,
which keep thetraffic of commerceflowing.

As Commissioner Dean Blume said, the development and
construction of Pioneer Park isthe final step toimproving the
areaaong Business U.S. 24 and Cherry Ave. which is one of
the main entrancesto thecity.

“Wehavemadegreat stridesinthisarea,” Blumesaid. “ There
are benefitsbeyond thedollarsand cents. | would hateto seeit
die. We need to pursuethisproject.”

Whether Tromblecan deliver moremoney or the project has
tobecut back somemore, thebest alternativeisto moveahead.
Thisisnot thetimeto debatewhether weneed another park, but
rather to understand theimproved perception of thecity anew
entrancewill produce.

Therewill be moretalk about thecity dyingif thisprojectis
abandoned. The city hasfaced tough decisionsin the past and
found waysto get thework done.

Webelievethepark will bedone, and oncecompl eted every-
one, will beglad it wasbuilt. Thisisanother bump in the pro-
cess, but thereisno reason to back down fromthe challenge.

TheRolling Stonesputitwell intheir song*“ You can'talways
get what you want, but if you try sometimes, you get what you
need.” — Tom Betz
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| went to one of my first rodeos ever last
weekend. OK, I’ vebeentoonebefore, butl’ ve
never really paid any attention to what is go-
ing onuntil now.

And | had areason. My cousin Matthew
Whitman is a champion saddle bronc rider.
That meansheriskslifeand limb by climbing
on top of an angry horse and hanging on for
eight seconds.

Asl| sat and watched the proceedings at the
National Finals Rodeo in Oklahoma City, |
wondered how similar arodeoistothegladia-
tor battlesin ancient Rome.

Watching amassive force of muscular ani-
mal try totossoff amanat risk of lifeandlimb
seemsbarbaricto me.

My first impression of thisdisplay of force
was the parking lot swelling with gigantic
trucks. My compact car felt inadequate com-
paredtothemassivegrillsand hugebedsof the
half, three-quarter and full ton pickups.

Instead of body armor and swords, these
warriorsweredecked outinprotectivefringed
leather chaps, ten-gallonhats, |eather bootsand
work gloves.Actually, someof themoresaf ety
conscious performers wore helmets or neck
bracesand vestsfor chest protection.

For weapons, the sturdy young men wore
only spiked metal prongs, or spurs, on each
boot. Theonly other tool sthey usedwereropes
toholdonand onecarefully placed ropeto spur
the bucking.

Thenext similarity togladiator fightsmight
bein the hot, humid stinky animal smell that

kathryn
burke

®commentary

filledthearena. | imagined the mixtureof dirt
and animal smells from the wild lions, el-
ephants, deer, goats and dogs that permeated
theoriginal games. Thesmell reminded meof
whenthewind shiftsonahot day in Goodland,
bringing in the scent from nearby ranches.

Therodeo buildsthe same sort of excitement
a Roman coliseum game would have. Vendors
andkidsof all ageshawked rodeo programs, sell-
ing background information on the contestants.

The walk to our seats through the circular
fairgroundsbuildingtook uspast vendorssel |-
ingevery sort of cowboy paraphernalia. From
the hat to the boots and spurs, | could have
walked out of thereplayingthepart of trueblue
cowgirl.

In one particularly fascinating part of the
grounds, amechanical bull was already toss-
ing teen-agers eager to step up and see what
it'slike.

Thefood created excitement, too, although
the choices were probably less barbaric than
gladiators had. Instead of meat on sticks, the
smell of popcornfilled the air while workers
grilled up burgers. (I think we ate our weight
infrozenyogurt, soft pretzel s, snow conesand
popcorn.)

Rodeo made me think of Roman gladiators

Back inthe arena, each “ go-round,” or per-
formance, put crazy young meninharm’sway.

We watched one unlucky bull rider get
pounced by anangry bull. Mosttimes, they roll
out of the way, but this cowboy was stepped
onwithall theimpact of anangry wildanimal.
Themanwastakentotheemergency roomand
treated for what theannouncer specul ated was
afew broken ribs or punctured organs.

As| watched them carry the cowboy out of
thestadium, | wonderedreally how muchitwas
about thegladiator experience. Werewereally
all secretly awaiting that crash of aman being
flung off abull or horse?Werewewaiting for
someonetoreally get hurt?Just thinking about
it made mefeel sick, and | wanted toleave. If
not risking their lives for glory, why would
someonetakeuparodeolife?If | wasn'tinthe
crowd standing and cheering, would someone
have gotten hurt by that bull?

Assoonastheinjured manwasgone, another
mentally unstable cowboy wasup onthe back
of abull riding and the crowd was screaming.

Theambival encetotheviolent natureof ro-
deoismuchlikethe ambivalencethe Romans
showed during the gladiatorial games. The
gladiators were the heroes of their time, just
like the way the tiny cowboys admire my
cousin Matt.

| guess standing up yelling at the top of my
lungs—along with almost 30 close members
of my family —for eight secondsisjust support
for my cousin. I’ mnot sure, though, that if the
bullskeepwinning I’ Il ever go back.

Celebrating Christmas is ‘specific’ event

TotheEditor:

| am writing thisin response to Kathryn
Burke's commentary in The Goodland Star-
Newson Dec. 24.

Wemakeour Christmasgreetings*” specific”
becausewearecel ebratingavery specificand
joyousevent.

| once worked with a Jewish professional
whowouldreturnmy Christmasgreetingwith
“Happy Hanukkah.” | certainly was not of-
fended by that. Neither of uswere attempting
tochangetheother; wewerehappy tosharein
each other’sjoy and special seasons.

Thedifferenceis, noonehasasked Kathryn
not to celebrate in away shewants, but sheis
asking othersto quit celebrating theway they
want.

“Separation of church and state” isalong-
propagated myth (falsehood, really) that is
found in no form whatsoever in our Constitu-
tion. It'susetoday isindirect oppositiontothe
ideas and ideals of our Founding Fathers —
brilliant menwhoframedarepublicthat would
stand longer, by far, than any other in history.

The First Amendment providesfor protec-
tionagainst agovernment endorsed singlede-
nominationastheofficial national church. Our
Founding FatherswereChristian, asastudy of
their writings clearly shows. They had noin-
tention of sterilizing the government they so
carefully (and prayerfully) designed of any and
all Christian beliefsor practices.

Religion hassteadily diminishedinschools
because we believed the misconceptions
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propagated by a few people in the ' 60s and
havenot stoodto challengethem. AstheBible
has decreased in school, crime, hate, murder,
teen pregnancy, divorce and disrespect have
increased astronomically acrossthisnation. A
historical graph showsthe direct correlation.
Sono, peer pressureisnotthe” reasonwedon’t
alow religion in schools.” Apathy isthe cul-
prit and it'stime to overcome that deadly en-
emy of agreat nation.

Thereareplenty of non-Christian countries
around this world. Why aren’t the masses
clamoringtoleavehomeandlivethere, rather
thaninAmerica?

Itisour Christianfoundationthat madethis
country stand apart from all others, asaland
of opportunity and blessing. It'sour onegreat
distinguishing trait. Let’s strive to keep that
greatness.

RobertaBretz

Goodland

TotheEditor:

TheKansas SupremeCourt hasordered that
our L egidaturespend moreof our taxesonedu-
cation.

If our Legislature allows seven unelected
appointed judges to decide where any of our
tax dollars are spent, then the Legislature is
certainly irrelevant and we are not properly
represented.

Our Legid aturecould and should forthwith
passabill allowingvoterstodecideat thepoll s
whether or not the Supreme Court judges
should be el ected by the peopl e or appointed.

Kansas voters elected Supreme Court jus-
ticesfor over ahundred years before they be-
came appointed.

We already spend $2.7 billion ayear, more
than half of our tax dollars, for kindergarten
throughtwelfthgrade. Would an el ected judge
demand that we spend even more?

Kansas now spends more money per pupil
than any state surrounding Kansas.

The court’sruling isarrogant and insulting
tothetaxpayers.

Any legislator who submits to outrageous
demandsby unelected judgesisnot worthy of
holding office.

How will your legislator vote?

Ralph Hiett

Topeka

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News welcomes letters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters
will not be published. Letterswill berejected, if deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive. We
reservetheright to edit lettersfor length and good taste.
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