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St. Francis couple’s son wins big on ‘Price IsRight’

The son of aSt. Francisminister
and his wife made hisway to The

prayer.
Last week, Andrew, whose par-

Price Is Right television
show and won big.

TheLordworksinmys-
terious ways, goestheold
saying.

When Andrew Garcia's
car was stolen ayear ago,
hisparentssaid, he prayed
hardfor another car, know-
ing full well that hissalary
asanintern at a San Fran-
cisco Bay Area church wouldn't
afford him to buy one. Then some-
oneinthechurchgavehimapickup.
The truck broke. Someone loaned
him a sport utility. Time for more

Garcia

ents are Pastor Rich and
Ingrid Garcia of St.
Francis, had prayers an-
sweredinamost unusual
way. Heacceptedaninvi-
tation from friends to
headto southern Califor-
niawith them to try get-
ting on the television
show ThePricelsRight,
hosted by Bob Barker.
Andrew had one thought in mind:
“I"'mgoingtowinmeacar.” So, he
andeightfriendsgotinlineat4am.
to seeif they would be selected to
be on the show.

“It was so disappointing,” said
Andrew, “ becausewewerethelast
groupinlineanditwasonly 4inthe
morning! Wedidn't think we' d get
in.” Suddenly, thegroupinfront of
them left. Andrew’s group was al -
lowed into the show.

Then the famous words came
from the announcer, “Andrew
Garcia, come on down!” With a
roar fromhisfriends, Andrew made
his way onto the stage, met Bob
Barker, and the surrealistic experi-
ence began.

“Thingschangewhenyouget out
there,” explainedAndrew. “You're
overtaken by the lights, the noise,
theattention, Bob Barker, thewhole

experience!”

At that moment, thewinning be-
gan.Andrewwona$1,100gasgrill.
Cash. Beforelong hewas spinning
thePricelsRightwheel. Itwastime
for the Grand Showcase. An older
man had first dibs; Andrew waited
on the man’s decision to accept or
pass the Showcase. The man
passed, gambling on winning
something greater. He didn’t. An-
drew was awarded the Showcase.

Inadditionthegasgrill, Andrew
won arecliner sofa, ajet ski boat, a
10-day all-expensepaidtripfor two
toChina, anall-expensepaidtripto
the Los Angeles Dodgers Fantasy
Campin Floridaand some cash.

Andrew recounted that when all
the bells and whistles went off on
stage signifying that he’'d won, he
was completely awestruck and
stunned, not knowingwheretoturn,
what to do or what to say. Employ-
ees shouted directionsand pointed
where he should stand.

“It was totally overwhelming,”
hesaid.

Andrew had an opportunity to
play for thegrand prize— acar —
but didn’t winit.

“1 wanted the car badly, whichis
why | went in the first place,” he
said, “but knew | had been blessed
bigtime, andthefirstthingl thought
of wasthat theboat wasgoingto get

meacar.”

Sure enough. Theboat’svalueis
enough to put Andrew in avehicle
that he can usefor hisministry.

“l work with youth,” he said.
“Several are always hanging
aroundwith metogo placesand dc
stuff. | need afour or five-passen-
ger car. | don't just want acar, |
NEED it!

“God has come through for me
andthekidsinaway | didn’timag-
ine. I’'msothankful for the prayers
of my family and friends, and |
thank God for Him blessing me
with the giftsand experience.”

Colby city manager confident nursing home will keep lights on

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press
After talking with the manage-
ment group at L antern Park Manor
late last week, city officials said
they are“ confident” the power and
water will keepflowingat thenurs-
inghomedespitea$13,000 dispute
over water bills.
“Thelightswill stay onat Lantern

Park Manor,” said City Manager
CarolynArmstrong.

Promptedby anarticleintheFree
Press last Wednesday, David
Goldner with Premiere Healthcare
Management, based in North Hol -
lywood, Calif., the group running
Lantern Park, will bemeeting with
Armstrong next Tuesday.

“1 am extremely pleased that we

will have a face-to-face meeting
with Mr. Goldner on Feb. 1 to re-
solvetheutility billsat Lantern Park
Manor,” shesaid.

Armstrong added that Goldner
has provided information on the
water bills they are disputing and
thecity will beverifyingitsrecords
because of utility billing software
problemsduring the summer.

Collegestudentsreportburglaries

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

Most of $4,000 worth of items
stolenfrom at | east six dormrooms
on the Colby Community College
campus have been recovered, and
police have arrested three students
in connection with thethefts.

Arrestedinthetheftswere Joseph
Del ancey, 18, who formerly at-
tended Colby College and is from
Benkelman, Neb., alongwith Cody
Earl Graham, 18, acollege student
from Park, Neb., and Jeremiah Bell,
21, alsoastudent at Colby College,
said Gary Shull, investigator with
the Colby police.

The thefts came to the attention
of policeonFriday, Dec. 17, hesaid,
when students started reporting

itemsstolenfromtheir dormrooms.
Thelatestvictimfilingacomplaint
onMonday, Jan. 10.

Property taken from the dorm
bedrooms of at least five victims,
Shull said, included electronic
equipment such as laptop comput-
ers, televisions, DVD players, and
DVD movies.

Three search warrants were is-
sued, Shull said, and four consent
searcheswere donein Colby, rura
Thomas County and McDonald.

“Most, but notall, of theproperty
has been recovered,” Shull said,
“and someof it hasbeendamaged.”

Bell and Del_ancey werearrested
on Monday, Jan. 17, and formally
charged by Thomas County Attor-
ney AndreaWyrick onThursday, he

said. Bell was charged with felony
theft and computer crime, whichis
also afelony, and Delancey faces
onecharge of felony theft.

Thefollowing day, Graham was
arrested on the college campusfor
possession of stolen property, but
has not been formally charged by
thecounty attorney sincehewasnot
involvedinthetheft of thelaptop.

None of the three was charged
with burglary.

Intheinitial warrant, Del_ancey
and Bell had $10,000 bonds, which
werereduced later to$1,000at their
first court appearance.

Shull said that there could be
morepeoplechargedinthecase, but
had no other information Monday.

All threemen are out on bond.

Bird City to celebrate Kansas Day

The Bird City Times

Bird City’s 76th annual Kansas
Day celebrationwill beheld Satur-
day. Thisyear’s theme is Kansas
Dancin’ andthefeaturedentertainer
will be Mark Berry, who will por-
tray “ Californy Joe.”

This year’s president, Darla
Dible, and her committeehavebeen
busy organizing the event, which
honors Kansas on the anniversary
date of itsstatehood.

“Wearelookingforwardtoafun
day that celebrates Kansas
Dancin’,” shesaid.

The festivities will begin at 9
a.m., when the American Legion

Hall will openfor setup of tabledis-
plays.

“Anyoneor groupwhohasanin-
terestingitem from Kansasor rel at-
ingtoKansashistory iswelcometo
display it,” said President Dible.

To reserve aplace for adisplay,
contact KansasDay VicePresident
Casey McCormick at 734-2659.

Registrationwill openat 10a.m.,
and at 11:30 a.m. the Kansas Day
potluck will be served.

After the dinner, program will
beginat 12:30. Among other activi-
tieswill be asingalong with songs
from Kansas.

Entertainment will includedanc-

matters of record

ersfromDanceRanchof St. Francis
and Kansas biographies and snap-
shots by the Cheylin School fourth
and seventh graders.

Mark Berry as “Californy Joe”
will combine frontier humor and
history. Asinyear’spast, amemo-
rial tribute will be read with the
names of Cheyenne County resi-
dentswho arenolonger living.

Along with President Dible and
Vice President McCormick, the
2005 Kansas Day officers are
Marsha Magley, secretary, and
Helene Landenberger, treasurer.

This marks the 144th year of
Kansas statehood.

Accidents

Thefollowingaccidentswerere-
ported to the Goodland Police De-
partment:

Jan.22—DeanGraberinal998
Chevrolet Luminareported some-
onescraped theback passenger side
of the vehicle probably at 2160
Commerce.

Goodland Police

Thefollowing crimeshave been
reportedtotheGoodland PoliceDe-
partment:

Jan. 20 — Steven Christopher
Meyerswasarrested for thebattery
of Portia Jade Perez and for crimi-
nal damageto property estimated at
$500 at 217 W. 11th.

Jan.21—Ajuvenilewasreferred
tothecounty attorney for battery and
disorderly conduct against Gary
Searle, Beverly J. Albersand Steven
Raymer at 1209 Cherry.

Jan. 23 — A juvenile was ar-
rested for driving under the influ-
ence and minor in consumption at
1200 Cattletrail.

Super Bowl Party and
Bud Night

at The Wild Card Lounge

at Howard Johnson’s
Come in and join us

Feb. 6th

Party starts one hour before game time.

We will be serving your choice of Bud or Bud Light
Buckets and buffalo wings. We will also be having
Budweiser give aways.

Don’t miss the Super Bowl Party!

2218 Commerce Road, Goodland, Kan. 67735

“The local Lantern Park Manor
staff (who receives the monthly
bills) have worked very diligently
with the city on this matter, and |
appreciatetheir efforts,” shesaid.

Theproblemwithutility billswas
first discussed publicly at last
week’s council meeting. At that
time, Armstrongtold council mem-
bersthat sheneeded directionfrom
them on how to proceed since the
bill wasunpaid duringthesoftware
problemsfrom May to July.

Last week, Amstrong said that
Lantern Park official sweredisput-
ingthebillsfromthat period, which
totaled about $13,000. Part of the

reasonfor thedispute, shesaid, was
caused by the new software, which
failed to bill that facility for the
three-month period the new soft-
ware was in place. When the city
changed back toitsold system, the
mistake was caught and Lantern
Park was billed the entire amount.
“1 am confident this matter can
beresolvedwhenweall gettogether
with amember of the management
group that issues the checks,” she
said, adding that this situation has
been stressful for everyone.
According to information pro-
videdtheGoldner family, Premiere
Healthcare Management stepped

into management at Lantern Park
on May 1, taking over from Alphe
Healthcare, which was operating
thefacility under aChapter 11 bank-
ruptcy since 2003.

David Goldner’'s father,
Solomon, who is president of Pre-
miere Healthcare Management
based in Brooklyn, N.Y., said in &
recent | etter, whichwasre-routedto
the Free Press, that he and his son
are “continuing to expend signifi-
cant resourcesand personal effort”
toimprove Lantern Park.

“We're not closing Lantern
Park,” he said. “We'rejust getting
warmed up.”
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Wild Blue Country

Saturday, January 29, 2005, 7:00 p.m.
Goodland High School Auditorium

For more information,

call (785)/899-2338.
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