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Monsignor Armond Girard was part of the Goodland coffee group Cebula and Tom Randolph. He had his portrait taken in his
(above) in 1994. Tom Bush poured him coffee, along with Stella monsignor’s hat (right).

Residents remember former priest fon

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Asacommunity leaderinasmall
town, Monsignor Armand Girard
knew everyone’s name as he
walked downthestreetin Goodland
and everyone knew him.

“He was well liked by every-
body,” said Clarence Scheopner, a
member of Our Lady of Perpetual
Health Catholic Church, whereFa-
ther Girard was pastor before he
retired. “ Hewalked downthestreet
and knew everybody. He always
had that smile and was ready to
speak to anyone.”.

Monsignor Girard died earlier
thismonth, bringingthememory of
hisworks back to mind for people
intown.

Servinginthe SalinaDiocesefor
50years, Girard spent hislast 10in
Goodland. Hecametotownin 1985
and served until hisretirement in
1995. After retiring, he went to
Manhattan to live and work in the
Catholic Student Center.

WhendiedonJan.5at St. Joseph
Village, hewas83 andhad beenas-
sociated withthechurchfor almost
60 years.

Girard was bornApril 26, 1921,
inAurora, about 15 milessoutheast
of Concordia, the son of Blanche
Mary Louise Desilet and Leon
Girard.

He grew up in Aurora, and after

graduation from the high school
there, moved on to St. Benedict’s
CollegeinAtchison.

Choosing the cloth was not easy
for Girard, friends said. He had to
give up not only serving his coun-
try intheArmy, but hegaveup hav-
ing afamily, too.

After spendingtwoyearsinsemi-
nary, he came home and registered
toserveinthemilitary inWorldWar
I1. CynthiaHaynes, publisher of the
Norton Telegramandacousin, said
Girard wanted to serve along with
his twin brothers. Because he was
inpreparatory seminary, though, he
was deferred from the draft, but he
learned hecoul d hel p out by becom-
ingachaplain.

“ After alot of prayer and discus-
sion with his parents, advisersand
family,” Haynessaid, “hestayedin
the seminary and completed his
education to become a Catholic
priest, eventually becoming amon-
signor.”

Haynessaid Girardtol d parishio-
ners at his 50th anniversary as a
priest how hestruggled over giving
up afamily for the church, espe-
cially sincethegirlshe knew were
SO pretty.

“Goddidthechoosing,” shesaid,
“and hejust followed along.”

Girard wenttothe St. LouisPre-
paratory Seminary in Missouri for
two more years and then to the

Kenrick Seminary in St. Louisfor
three.

Heis quoted in The Sherman
County Star on June 7, 1995, say-
ing he was strongly influenced by
those around himto finish hisreli-
gious education.

“My decision to become apriest
came through my association with
classmatesinseminary,” hesaid.“I
alsoreceivedthecall totheservice
of thechurchandfor God'speople.”

Thenext stepwastwoyearsat the
Catholic University of Americain
Washington. Girard was ordained
onJunel0, 1945 at the Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Salina.

From there, hereceived hisfirst
assignment as assistant pastor at
Sacred Heart, where he served for
sevenyears.

Next he became pastor at Sts.
Peter and Paul at Clay Center, first
pastor at St. Mary Queen of the
Universe in Saling, first pastor at
Immaculate Heart of Mary inHays
and pastor of St. Francisof Assisiin
Norton.

His final assignment brought
Girardtowork aspastor of the Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in
Goodland.

Although most remembered as
priest at thechurch, Girard worked
to make lives better for peoplein-
sideand outside of thefaith.

Hewasinvolved withtheMinis-
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terial Alliance, the Chamber of
Commerce, Genesis, thethrift shop,
the transient program and the
Knightsof Columbus.

Whilein Norton, he became ac-
tivein Valley Hope Association, a
group dedicated to helping people
with treatment for drug or alcohol
addiction.

Scheopner said all the time
Girard served on the Valley Hope
board, from 1980to0 1989, henever
missed ameeting.

Heworked not only to hel p strug-
glingaddicts, and volunteeredwith
the mentally disabled as well. He
was honored asAdult Volunteer of
the Year in 1994 for hiswork with
the Golden West Skills Center.

“He was very special with the
handicapped and retarded,” said
Scheopner who takes care of his
mentally disabled daughter, Judy.
“Hemadeher feel really good, like
shewasimportant.”

Scheopner said Girard was a
good family friend, too. He said
alongwith baptizing Judy, thepriest
married several of hischildrenand
even nominated the family for
Knightsof ColumbusFamily of the
Year in 1991. He and his family
went ontothedistrict, stateand na-
tional competition.

Thefamily was runner up out of
fivefamiliesfor thenational award,
and Scheopner said he thanked

land

Girardfor getting themthat far.

“It's quite an achievement,” he
said adding Father Girard put ina
lot of work to get them that far.

“Thebighighlight waswhenwe
wenttothenational convention,” he
said.

Always interested in education,
Girardsetupthefirst scholarshipin
the church here. Stan Cebula, a
Goodland native and a member of
the church, said the scholarship,
which bear Girard’'s name, goesto
high school seniors.

“1think hewasamagjor influence
ontheyouth,” Cebulasaid.

After taking over the church, he
said, Girard didn’'t make alot of
changes but he did bring his own
styletotheposition.

“He was very organized,”
Scheopner said. “Hewasreally in-
volved. Hegot peopletosingingin
church.”

Girard'sfollowersherehad only
good thingsto say about the priest.

“He was a very humble man,”
said Janet Rumple, Sherman
County clerk.“1 think that’swhat a
minister should be.”

“Monsignor wasjust awonderful
man,” Cebulasaid. “Heawayshad
an upbeat attitude.”

In hisfreetime, Scheopner said,
Girard liked to play golf and spent
hours on the course at the Sugar
HillsGolf Club.
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“He enjoyed playing golf alot,”
Cebula said, “It was probably his
favorite pastime.”

Scheopner said the church and
the town was sad to see Father
Girard leave after hisretirement in
1995, but the college was a perfect
placefor apriesttoretire.

“Hewasaneffervescent guy,” he
said, “and young at heart.”

Even after he left, Scheopner
said, Girard kept in touch with
peoplehereandreturnedfor several
funerals. He said Girard stayed ac-
tiveup totheend of hislife, filling
infor priestswhogot sick or needed
avacation.

“He said, ‘I don’t think I'm re-
tired. They keep me going,’”
Scheopner recalled.

His life ended with hope and
promise for the afterlife. He wrote
a letter to his friends and family
shortly before Christmas, telling
them he had i deopathi c pulmonary
fibrosisand didn’t have much time
inthisworld.

“1 want tothank all of youfor the
way God has brought you into my
lifeto grow inlove and in His ser-
vice,” he wrote. “I hope you will
continue to pray for me and | will
continue to pray for you now anc
whenin heaven.”

“1I"m not praying for more life
hereonthisearth, butfor eternal life
withmy Lord and Savior.”

Commissioners want fewer county cell phones

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County has about 10
cell phones, but thecommissioners
would liketo seethat number drop
if possible to reduce any tax prob-
lem with personal use.

New Internal Revenue Service
rules say that any personal use of a
county cell phonemust bereported
as taxable income, and Commis-
sioner Mitch Tiede said last Tues-
day that he has talked to all the
peoplewho havecell phonesabout
their use.

“I would like to eliminate as
many aspossible,” Tiedesaidat last
Tuesday’s commission meeting.
“Many of theemployeeshavetheir
own phonesand usevery few min-
uteson the county phones.”

He suggested the cell phones

used by the assessor’s office, the
computer person and the fire de-
partment could be cut.

Thesheriff’sofficeisalready on
a program where the deputies use
theirowncell phones. They arepaid
$15amonthontheir payroll for us-
ing the phonesfor work.

Sheriff Kevin Butts said he and
Undersheriff Roger Studer are on
that plan.

Tiedesaidthecounty would con-
sider offering the other deputies—
Burton Pianalto, Brad Parker and
Jason Showalter — the same sup-
port.

“What the IRS islooking for is
abuseof thecell phonesfor personal
use,” Tiede said after talkingto the
county’s auditor, Mark Bauer of
Bauer, VonFelt and Bauer.

The county’s cell phone planis

for $300 amonth, Tiedesaid, andif
the county could cut down to 10
phones, there might be a lower
charge and fewer roaming fees.

Deputy clerk Mary Ann Snethen
was asked to check on the county
contracts, and she found that the
county hasseven separatecontracts
for cell phones.

She said that every time an em-
ployee has gone in to upgrade or
replaceaphone, they havesigneda
new contract.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
saidtheneed towriteAlltel aletter
sayingthat no new contractscanbe
signed unlessapproved by thecom-
missioners.

Butts, Treasurer Shelby Miller,
Public Works Manager Curt Way,
County Clerk Janet Rumpel and
County Attorney Bonnie Selby

Weatheraddsto heating problems

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sheriff Kevin Buttsinvited the
Sherman County commissionersto
walk over tothe Bastillelast Tues-
day to talk about the heating prob-
lemsin therecent cold weather.

The coldest part of the building
wastheevidencevault onthesouth
side, where the room temperature
was down to about 50 degrees, and
theair at the ceiling wasreading 46
degrees. Keith Bowman of Bow-
man Heating and Air Conditioning
told the commissioners the room
wasextracold becausetherewasno
insulationontheblock wallsandthe
heat duct was not bringing in
enoughair.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked Bowmanabout insulatingthe
walls, but said it would be expen-
sivebecausetheceilingwould have
toberemoved and cut tofit after the

insul ation was put up.

Buttssaidworkersfrom Depend-
ableGlasshad beenovertoseal the
windows, and would beback when
itwaswarmer to seal thedoors. The
commissionersareexpectedtolook
at alternativesat their next meeting
on Monday.

At the meeting last Tuesday, the
commissionersapproved acontract

correction

withthestate Department of Trans-
portation to spray weeds along
Business U.S. 24. Weed Control
Supervisor Daryl West chargesthe
state $20 per hour for spraying plus
$35 an hour for the truck and
sprayer.Commissioner MitchTiede
said the state usually pays about
$1,200 for the spraying, and West
charges separately for chemicals.

In the Friday, Jan. 21, edition of
TheGoodland Sar-News, anarticle
onpage 7aontheNational Weather
Service volunteersincluded an er-
ror inthe phonenumber. Instead of
899-6412, volunteers are asked to
call 899-7119. Thiswasduetoin-
correct information given to the

newspaper.
(1111

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyoucallingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

were present for thecell phonedis-
cussion.

Buttssaid hewould offer thecell
phone support to his deputies, and
suggested that everybody in the
county should be on the same plan
toeliminatethecounty cell phones.

Tiede said he was not sure total
that waspossible, but felt thenum-
ber of county phones could be kept
to a minimum. He said he had
checked on al the cell phonesand
believesthat thereisaneedfor pos-
sibly 10. Road and bridge hasfour,
the health department two, and the
county attorney, emergency man-
agement, noxiousweed and build-
ing supervisor oneeach.

Rasure asked the department
head how they would prefer to
handlethe cell phoneissue.

Way saidhewouldhavetotalk to
hispeopleand seewhat they wanted
todo.

Buttssaid hepreferredtheway it
was being donein hisdepartment.

Selby said that sounded reason-
ableto her.

“lwouldliketoseeall thecounty
cell phonesgo away,” Tiedesaid.

Rasuresuggestedthat if thebusi-
nessuseexceedsthe$15 per month,
the employee could submit their
phonebill to the commissioners.

Selby wanted to know if the
county would belooking at chang-
ing theroaming plan.

“Wefeel it would be better to go
tothepersonal phones,” Rasuresaid

“If we get the number down, we
canpossibly getanew plan,” Com-
missioner Chuck Thomas said.
“Those plans are changing all the
time.”

“How do wego through thebills
tomatch callstothecases| amcall-
ing about?’ Selby asked.

“Thatiswhy | prefer the$15that

| get,” Butts said. “1 can call any-
one.”

“We have to limit use of county
cell phones to county business
only,” Rasuresaid.

“Maybe we can cut the number
down and look at it then,” Thomas
said.

“1 think thereought tobeonly one
option,” Buttssaid.

“Wehave somedepartmentsthat
need acell phone,” Tiede said.

“1 canseethat, but think it should
beoneway or theother,” Buttssaid.
“Either all take the personal cell
phone option or have a county
phoneprovided for official use.”

“The only problem is when the
cell phones are being used for per-
sonal use,” Rumpel said.

The commissioners asked the
department headstogoback totheir
people, andthey will review theis-
sue again on Monday, Jan. 31.

www.hcbsks.com
*Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
egistere ark of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

N.0301.RGO

What you want - When you need it.°

Satisfaction is ...

covered with Blue

1\

Charles Krull
Group Consultant

P BlueCross
VAV, BlueShield
® 2  of Kansas*

Call your dedicated insurance

representative today for:

¢ a broad portfolio of benefit
plan options,

¢ access to the most extensive
provider networks available,

¢ prompt, accurate, award-winning
service,

¢ valuable tips on how to lower
your health care costs.

Call 785.628.2863

718 Main, Suite 203 ® Hays KS 67601




