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from our viewpoint...

Abuse not tolerated
even in war time

Canadians oppose cheaper drugs for U.S.

Maybe the next soldier who wants to beat or humiliate
a prisoner will think twice.

Ten years is a long time in Leavenworth, where the U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks is the polite name for the Army’s
penitentiary.

Ten years is how long Specialist Charles Graner Jr. will
have to think about his sins.

Ten years for abusing prisoners in the now-infamous
Abu Ghraib jail in Baghdad. An Army jury could have
given him 15, and maybe they should have.

Graner didn’t sound too contrite after the sentencing.
“There is a war on,” he said. “Bad things happen.”
That’s true. War, in the words of W.T. Sherman, is hell.

It makes men do things.
But in this country, we care. We know right from wrong,

and we expect our soldiers to remember the difference.
We always have.

Now that Private Graner has been judged, though,
Americans should make some distinctions:

First, though he claims intelligence agents put him up
to abusing prisoners to soften them up for interrogation,
the jury did not buy it. He’d still be guilty, even if some-
one put him up to it. He did it willingly. He was having
fun.

Second, though the media likes to talk about what he
did as “torture,” it is not. Abuse, yes. Torture, hardly.

Making people do things to embarrass them for sport
is crude and reprehensible, but it’s not torture. Graner and
his pals force people to strip, took their pictures in sexu-
ally embarrassing poses, had them masturbate, force de-
voted Muslims to eat pork and drink liquor.

It’s all disgusting, but in Iraq, there are many who know
torture. Saddam Hussein and his minion were experts.
Women were raped, men hooked up to electrodes, inter-
rogators had many and worse methods.

That makes no difference, either. Our country is not
going to tolerate soldiers who abuse prisoners, local citi-
zens, or anyone else. Just because there’s a war on, we’re
not going to abandon our principles.

We hope Mr. Graner will not be the last convicted in the
Abu Ghraib scandal. If intelligence agent put these sol-
diers up to abusing prisoners, we’d like to see them in
court, too.

And we hope the whole world is watching, because
people should know not only that Americans can make
mistakes, but that we can and will make them right.

War is never pretty, but it can be decent and honorable.
That’s our commitment. That’s what this trial was all
about.

Many nations wouldn’t bat an eye at the type of behav-
ior Charles Graner was convicted of. But this is America,
and we like to think we are different. — Steve Haynes

pharmacies that purportedly are located in
Canada (but may not be) introduce uncertainty.

The seniors’ lobby and the legislators they
have persuaded to support their agenda are
placing short-term bargain-hunting ahead of
reliable access to current life-saving drugs as
well as jeopardizing the long-term develop-
ment of better drugs.

The findings of the U.S. Task Force and the
Canadian health minister’s strong opposition
to the practice of selling Canadian drugs to
Americans without proper certification from
a Canadian physician dramatize many of the
problems inherent in Canada’s single-payer
health care system and the price controls re-
quired to run such a system.

Canadian officials will unintentionally do
Americans a big favor, in terms of safety and
availability of drugs, in the course of protect-
ing their own self interest.

Dr.  Orient is executive director of the Asso-
ciation of American Physicians and Surgeons,
in Tucson, Ariz.

By Jane Orient, MD
Association of American Physicians and

Surgeons
Two recent events in North America could

dash the hopes of American senior citizens who
risk their own health and safety to buy prescrip-
tion drugs from Canadian online pharmacies.

First, the U.S. Task Force on Drug Importa-
tion, chaired by Surgeon General Richard
Carmona, released a study citing the potential
safety and economic problems created by the
importation of Internet and mail-order pre-
scription drugs through Canada.

This 13-member panel was given a year to
study and make recommendations regarding
the safety, ramifications for national security
and the U.S. drug supply and economic impact
of importation — direct purchase from Cana-
dian pharmacies by U.S.residents — on medi-
cal care in the United States.

On Dec. 12, just a few days before the task
force released its findings, Canadian Minister
of Health Ujjal Dosanjh said on Canadian
television: “I want to make sure that we don’t
have 250 million Americans buying drugs in
Canada. We cannot be the drugstore for the
United States.”

Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin re-
sponded by announcing that his cabinet would
meet in a special session in late January to dis-
cuss banning Internet and mail order sales of
Canadian prescription drugs to American cus-
tomers.

Canadian officials are finally speaking up
about their concerns that the purchase of price-
controlled Canadian drugs by foreigners who
do not contribute to the Canadian health insur-
ance plan will cause too much demand, driv-
ing the prices up and consequently, the cost of
Canadian health insurance. Since the Canadian
health care system is government run, and paid
for by the high personal income and sales taxes
extracted from Canadian citizens, pressures
within the medical sector create problems
throughout the Canadian government and
economy.

But it is the public safety factor that has phy-
sicians most concerned and also the agencies
responsible for the safety and efficacy of pre-
scription drugs manufactured in the United
States, including the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) and the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA).

Senior citizen groups like the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons are urging their
membership to lobby their congressmen and

senators to support the importation of foreign
drugs.

Many members have supported legislation
allowing Canadian drugs to be sold to
U.S.citizens because they fear the political
clout of elderly constituents.

On Jan. 5, Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich and
Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle sent a joint letter
to the White House to ask President George W.
Bush to block Canadian attempts to thwart
their plans to purchase drugs in bulk for their
citizens.

When U.S. physicians write prescriptions
for their patients, they are confident the drug
being prescribed will be safe, effective and
manufactured in uniform dosages. Online

garfield

nwkansas.com

The Sherman
County Herald

Founded by Thomas McCants
1935-1989

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

Founded by Eric and
Roxie Yonkey
1994-2001

20                    04

opinionsstt a ra r-- nneewwss

2004

from other
pens
• commentary

Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and

welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.


