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from our viewpoint...

Abuse not tolerated
even In war time

Maybethe next soldier who wantsto beat or humiliate
aprisoner will think twice.

TenyearsisalongtimeinLeavenworth, wheretheU.S.
Disciplinary Barracksisthe polite namefor theArmy’s
penitentiary.

Tenyearsishow long Specialist CharlesGraner Jr. will
haveto think about hissins.

Ten years for abusing prisoners in the now-infamous
Abu Ghraib jail in Baghdad. An Army jury could have
given him 15, and maybethey should have.

Graner didn’t sound too contrite after the sentencing.

“Thereisawar on,” hesaid. “ Bad things happen.”

That’strue. War, inthewordsof W.T. Sherman, ishell.
It makes men do things.

Butinthiscountry, wecare. Weknow right fromwrong,
and we expect our soldiersto remember the difference.
Weawayshave.

Now that Private Graner has been judged, though,
Americans should make somedistinctions:

First, though he claimsintelligence agents put him up
to abusing prisonersto soften them up for interrogation,
thejury did not buy it. He' d still be guilty, even if some-
one put him up toit. Hedid it willingly. He was having
fun.

Second, though the media likes to talk about what he
didas“torture,” itisnot. Abuse, yes. Torture, hardly.

Making people do things to embarrass them for sport
iscrudeandreprehensible, butit’snot torture. Graner and
his palsforce peopleto strip, took their picturesin sexu-
ally embarrassing poses, had them masturbate, force de-
voted Muslimsto eat pork and drink liquor.

It'sall disgusting, butinlrag, therearemany whoknow
torture. Saddam Hussein and his minion were experts.
Women wereraped, men hooked up to electrodes, inter-
rogators had many and worse methods.

That makes no difference, either. Our country is not
goingtotoleratesoldierswho abuseprisoners, local citi-
zens, or anyoneel se. Just becausethere’sawar on, we're
not going to abandon our principles.

WehopeMr. Graner will not bethelast convictedinthe
Abu Ghraib scandal. If intelligence agent put these sol-
diers up to abusing prisoners, we'd like to seethem in
court, too.

And we hope the whole world is watching, because
people should know not only that Americans can make
mistakes, but that we can and will makethemright.

War isnever pretty, but it can bedecent and honorable.
That’s our commitment. That's what this trial was all
about.

Many nationswouldn’t bat an eyeat thetype of behav-
ior CharlesGraner wasconvicted of . But thisisAmerica,
andweliketothink we aredifferent. —Steve Haynes
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Canadians oppose cheaper drugs for U.S.

By Jane Orient, MD
Association of American Physicians and
Surgeons
Two recent eventsin North America could

dashthehopesof Americanseniorcitizenswho |~ =~

risk their own healthand saf ety tobuy prescrip-
tion drugsfrom Canadian online pharmacies.

First, theU.S. Task Forceon Drug Importa-
tion, chaired by Surgeon General Richard
Carmona, rel eased astudy citing the potential
safety and economic problems created by the
importation of Internet and mail-order pre-
scription drugsthrough Canada.

This 13-member panel was given ayear to
study and make recommendations regarding
the safety, ramifications for national security
andtheU.S. drug supply and economicimpact
of importation— direct purchase from Cana-
dianpharmaciesby U.S.residents— onmedi-
cal careinthe United States.

OnDec. 12, just afew days before the task
forcereleaseditsfindings, Canadian Minister
of Health Ujjal Dosanjh said on Canadian
television: “1 want to make surethat we don’t
have 250 million Americans buying drugsin
Canada. We cannot be the drugstore for the
United States.”

Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin re-
sponded by announcing that hiscabinetwould
meetinaspecia sessioninlate January todis-
cuss banning Internet and mail order sales of
Canadian prescription drugstoAmerican cus-
tomers.

Canadian officials are finally speaking up
about their concernsthat thepurchaseof price-
controlled Canadian drugs by foreignerswho
do not contributetothe Canadian healthinsur-
ance plan will cause too much demand, driv-
ing the pricesup and consequently, the cost of
Canadianhealthinsurance. SincetheCanadian
health caresystemisgovernment run, and paid
for by thehigh personal incomeand sal estaxes
extracted from Canadian citizens, pressures
within the medical sector create problems
throughout the Canadian government and
economy.

Butitisthepublicsafety factor that hasphy-
sicians most concerned and al so the agencies
responsiblefor the safety and efficacy of pre-
scription drugs manufactured in the United
States, including the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) andthe Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA).

Senior citizengroupsliketheAmericanAs-
sociation of Retired Persons are urging their
membership to lobby their congressmen and
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senatorsto support theimportation of foreign
drugs.

Many members have supported legislation
allowing Canadian drugs to be sold to
U.S.citizens because they fear the political
clout of elderly constituents.

OnJan. 5, 1llincisGov. Rod Blagojevichand
Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle sent ajoint letter
totheWhiteHousetoask President GeorgeW.
Bush to block Canadian attempts to thwart
their plansto purchasedrugsin bulk for their
citizens.

When U.S. physicians write prescriptions
for their patients, they are confident the drug
being prescribed will be safe, effective and
manufactured in uniform dosages. Online

pharmacies that purportedly are located in
Canada(but may not be) introduceuncertainty.

The seniors’ lobby and the legislators they
have persuaded to support their agenda are
placing short-term bargain-hunting ahead of
reliable accessto current life-saving drugs as
well as jeopardizing the long-term devel op-
ment of better drugs.

Thefindingsof the U.S. Task Force and the
Canadian health minister’s strong opposition
to the practice of selling Canadian drugs to
Americans without proper certification from
a Canadian physician dramatize many of the
problems inherent in Canada's single-payer
health care system and the price controls re-
quiredtorunsuch asystem.

Canadian officials will unintentionally do
Americansahig favor, interms of safety and
availability of drugs, in the course of protect-
ing their own self interest.

Dr. Orientisexecutivedirector of the Asso-
ciationof American Physiciansand Surgeons,
inTucson, Ariz.
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