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from our viewpoint...

Prosperity relies
on profit motive

“ An entrepreneur isanindividual whoiswillingtoriskin-
vesting time and money in a businessthat hasthe potential to
makea profit.” —DECA Entrepreneurship Proclamation

A trio of high school students are spending thisweek pro-
moting entrepreneurshipintheschool sandthroughout thecity.
Sophomore Jessica Lu, chairman of the club, and freshmen
Lauren Abernathy and Andrew Philbrick are working on the
project.

Formally proclaimed to be Entrepreneurship Promotion
Week, the DECA students are working on a project that may
takethemto the state competition in Overland Park in march
and possibly ontothe nationalsin April.

They told the city commissionersand membersof the Sher-
man County Economic Development Council they see their
efforts as away to turn around the decline in businessin the
city.

“Wethought that if wetaught thecommunity alittlebit about
entrepreneurship,” Lusaid, “it would promotetheeconomy.”

Thethreebelievethey can help by teaching the studentsthe
connection between spending money in the city and the
economy.

Businessesin Goodland will have fliers devel oped by the
students.

“Every dollar spent in Goodland goes back to our commu-
nity,” theflier says. “ By shopping in Goodland, you will pre-
vent businessesfrom going out of business.”

For the businessesin the city thisisan important message,
anditisgood to seethese high school studentswith an under-
standing of thespirit of entrepreneurshipanditseconomicim-
pact.

Intheir proclamation the students hit the main points of be-
ingin business.

“Goodland’sentrepreneurs should havetheright to makea
profit on thetimeand money they invest in their businesses.

“Goodland’ seconomic prosperity reliesontheprofitability
of Goodland’sbusinesses.

“The profitability of Goodland's businessesreliesonlocal
consumers purchasing fromlocal businesses.”

This message is one everyone in the city should embrace,
and through the young peoplethe spirit to become abusiness
person needsto be encouraged.

“ConsumersneedtoshopinGoodlandmore,” Philbrick said.

The students said they have noticed trendsin the economy
here through their research. They said as our economy goes
down, it seemslike Colby’sgoesup.

“Goodland was oncetheleading town,” Lu said. “Wereal -
ized how much the economy has changed.”

Every city goesthrough economic changes, butitiswhat the
city and citizens do with those opportunities which decides
whether the changes are for the good or simply maintain the
status quo.

Maintaining ahealthy business economy isessential to the
success of the city, and developing the entrepreneurial spirit
inour kidsisessential to thefuture of their successinlife. —
Tom Betz
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A sparrow Invaded the Christmas tree

Some people had a partridge in a pear tree
overtheholidays. | hadasparrowintheChrist-
mastree.

Stevewarned mewhen | insisted on putting
inapet door that wewoul d befindingmorethan
catsinsidethe house. Hewasright.

Sofar, the catshave broughtinabird every
threeto four weeks.

Just after Christmas, after the children had
all left and Stevewasout doing errands, | was
trying to solve the world's problems when
Molly Monster waltzed into the room with a
sparrow in her mouth.

Likeaflash, | wasafter her, but she headed
throughthekitchenintothediningroom, where
sheletgoof her prey. Itimmediately took flight,
headed for theliving room.

We both headed after it in hot pursuit.

The bird seemed to be headed for the front
window, but suddenly spottedwhat |ookedlike
asafehaven. It doveintothe Christmastree.

Thecat and | both cameto ascreeching halt
and started staring intently at the tinsel- and
light-festooned branchesfor abrownwing.

| looked highwhile Molly looked low, then
shejumped ontoachair to check themiddl e of
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® Open season

the tree. She has better eyes or a better nose,
because shecame up withthebirdfirst.

However, | wasarmed with acouple of pa-
per towel sandastrongdesiretonot havemore
feathersspreadall over my house—we' dbeen
through the bird thing before.

| grabbedthebird out of her mouthand headed
for thekitchen door with thecat hot on my tail.

| couldfedl thelittle heart beating under my
hand but figured any bird that had been catted
twice probably wasagoner. Still, | wanted to
tossthe corpseasfar as| could in hopesthat
thecat couldn’tgetit back beforel hadachance
to run downstairsand block the cat door.

| threw the bird as hard as | could and
watchedinamazement asittook wingandflew
over theneighbor’sroof.

Molly was disgusted. | had not only stolen
her lunch, | had thrown it away.

| felt good. | had won a battle with a cat,
which doesn’t happen every day.

Afew dayslater, | wasn’t solucky.

| decided we could get more dogs adopted
attheNortonanimal shelterif weputtheir pic-
turesin the paper, so | went out with the ani-
mal control officer to take dog pictures.

Thedogsweregreat, though almost impos-
sibleto photograph. They wereeither tryingto
kissmeor runaway. After alot of laughter and
licking, | got the happy faces of three dogs.

Therewasonly onecat at the shelter, and it
had escaped. It was hiding under the cat ken-
nels, and | said | would help catchit.

After all the excitement with the dogs,
though, thecat wasnotinagood mood. Assoon
as| laid handsonit, it turned and went for me
withall 10front claws.

My left hand looks a little like Fearless
L eader fromtheRocky and Bullwinkle Show.

The scratches aren't deep. It was my own
fault. A day |ater, theanimal control officer said
shewasableto catch the cat with no problem.
Timingiseverything.

So, | won oneand | lost one. Fighting with
cats, that’s pretty good.

Inauguration over; time to get down to work

President Bush I naugur ated

On Jan. 20, President George W. Bush was
inauguratedto hissecondtermasour country’s
43rd president. With the president’s second
termunder way, | now hopethat Congressand
our country are able to put aside the partisan
differencesthat wereprevalent throughout the
past election year.

I look forwardtoworkingwiththepresident
inhissecondtermontheissuesthat areimpor-
tantto stateslikeK ansas, which helpedhimto
bereel ected.

Canadian Beef Imports

Thisweek, | called onthe U.S. Department
of Agricultureto postponeallowing Canadian
beef importsuntil abetter understanding of the
risks to America beef producers can be
reached. Over thepast few weeks, Canadahas
announced three separate, confirmed cases of
BSE.

Theagriculture department will be sending
ateam to Canadatoinvestigatethat country’s
compliancewitha1997 banontheuseof feed
containing materialsfrom cattleat risk of hav-
ing BSE. WhiletheU.S. and Canadahavesimi-
larfeed banregulations, recent reportsindicate
that the feed ban may have been violated, ex-
panding therisk of BSE in Canadian cattle. It
isimportant that the department fully investi-
gatetheeffectivenessof thefeedbanin Canada
beforeopeningthesemarkets. Thehealthof the
American beef industry, and the ability tore-
gain export markets, cannot be put at risk.

The department has done atremendousjob
of keeping the industry safe from BSE, but
beforewereopentheborders, aninvestigation
should be completed to ensure that thislevel
of safety will continue.

| al soencouragedthedepartment to continue
efforts to reopen beef exportsto Japan. The
Japanese export market accounted for over
$1.39 billionin American exportsin 2003.
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L earningAbout Pratt Community
College

This week, | joined President William
Wojciechowski of the Pratt Community Col-
lege, for ameeting tolearn moreabout the ad-
vancements being made to offer courses and
educationto peopleincentral Kansas. During
the hour-long meeting, we discussed the
college’'s automotive technology, ag power
technology and nursing education depart-
ments.

| also had the opportunity to meet with stu-
dentsin the American Government classand
discussed my role asaMember of Congress.
Wetalked about thefuture of Kansas, the cur-
rent state of the nation, as well asissues that
Congresswill be consideringin 2005.

AlsowhileinPratt, | joined KenBrownand
Susan Page of the Pratt County Medical Cen-
ter for the Pratt Rotary Club Meeting.

M eeting with Officialsat the Cloud
County Community College

Educationissueswereal sothetopic of con-
versation during my meeting on Friday with
President George Knox, of Cloud County
Community College in Concordia. We dis-
cussed what can be done for President Knox
to advance the college's Title 111 funding ap-
plication. The college would like to use the
funding to enhance academic programsrel at-
ingtotheir nursing education, criminal justice
and journalism programs. Additionally, we
discussed theimportant issuessurroundingthe
Perkinsand Pell grant programs.

Followingmy meetingwith President Knox,
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| joined students, faculty and community | ead-
ersfor atour of the campusand facilities.
Fort Hays Stateto Expand Distance
Learningin Salina

AlsoonFriday, | joinedthePresident of Fort
Hays State University (FHSU), Dr. Ed Ham-
mond, to announceanew partnership between
theuniversity andthe Smoky Hill/Central Kan-
sasEducation Devel opment Center togivecen-
tral Kansas residents greater accessto higher
education.

The interactive television system was
launched three years ago, linking classrooms
at six community collegesto FHSU. TheSaline
location will bethe newest site. This partner-
ship is possible through funding | helped to
obtainthroughtheU.S. Department of Educa-
tion. The course offerings will be both under-
graduate and graduate level coursesin every-
thing from education to nursing.

Executive Director of the Central Kansas
Education Development Center Rita Cook
joinedusfortheevent alongwithDennisKing,
director of FHSU’sVirtual Collegeand Learn-
ing Technologies.

Contact Me

It is an honor to serve you in Washington,
D.C. Please let me know how | can be of ser-
vice. You can email methrough my web page
at: <http://www.house.gov/moranks01/
hearingfromyou.htm>

You can contact me through one of my of-
fices:

HaysDistrict Office, 1200Main Street, Suite
402, P.0O. Box 249, Hays, Kansas67601-0249.
Phone (785) 628-6401; fax (785) 628-3791

Washington D.C. Office, 2443 Rayburn
H.O.B., Washington, DC 20515. Phone (202)
225-2715, fax (202) 225-5124
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