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Accordian player has many God given talents

PLAYER, from Page 1

ing in seventh grade when her
grandmother, Joan, brought home
an old button accordion.

“ Shethought my sister or | would
likeit,” said adding both her sisters,
Valerieand Meredith are very mu-
sical.

She said at first the accordion
didn’t attract her attention, but as
timewent by shechanged her mind.

“1 thought it was kind of cool,”
shesaid.

Smith already knew how to play

the piano, but she needed someone
to teach her how to master the ac-
cordion. She started taking lessons
inDenver.

“Atfirst,” shesaid,“itwasrealy,
really hard.”

She said although the lessons
aren’tfun, sheenjoyslearningmore
about theaccordion. InDenver, she
isamember of an accordion band.

In the summer, she triesto go to
thecity every Friday for alessonand
achancetoplay inher band. Oncea
year, the band getstogether to play
inOctoberfestonLarimer Squarein

Denver aspart of anattractioncalled
“Seaof AccordionsConcert” featur-
ing over 100 players.
“Thatisjustincredible,” shesaid.
“It'sjust awesome.”
SheplaysChristmasCarolsinthe
winter at Wal-Mart, where she
worksasacashier, butisrelatively
unknown for her talent inthisarea.
Sheusedtoplay onceamonthat the
Samaritan Center, has visited
Wheat Ridge Acres and was re-
cently asked to play in St. Francis.
Smith has alot of music books
and, she said, her catalog of songs

contains anything from children’s
music to patriotic songs. Sheises-
peciallyinspiredby religiousmusic.

“I’'mastrong Christian,” shesaid,
“and God has just blessed me so
much.”

Among her other talents, Smith
said shelikestosing, play thesaxo-
phoneand play theflute. Sheplayed
flute in high school and the saxo-
phoneincollegeinamusicprogram
shehelped to start.

Landmark College, aninstitution
for students with learning disabili-
tiesnear Putney, Vt., did not havea

Citizensasked for money tofinish park
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pledges that were made over two
yearsagothat could helpnarrowthe
gap, and wants time to raise the
needed money.

The commission discussed the
options and decided to delay the
decision to review the alternatives
andto haveCity Manager Ron Pick-
man at themeetingtodiscusswhere
the city might find a portion of the
money.

Darin Neufeld of Evans, Bierly,
Hutchison and Associates, the en-
gineersfor the city on this project,
saidtherearethreeoptionsthecom-
mission can consider.

Neufeld said the three options
are;

* Accept the bid from Miller and
findtheadditional $85,000tocom-
pletethe project as designed.

* Let the project die, and tell the
state Department of Transportation
the city was returning $210,000
from a Transportation Enhance-
ment grant.

» Narrow the project and then
submit it for rebid. Neufeld said
thereareseveral itemswhich could
be eliminated or trimmed back to
cut the cost of the project by about
$120,000.

The park will feature apavilion,
information kiosk, phone booth,
benches, andlights. Therewill bea
walking trail following the outline
of the park about a quarter mile
long. The trail will lead to 18th

Street and when combined with a
sidewalk there which will lead to
Steever Park, will offer atotal walk-
ingtrail of about ahalf mile.
Pickmansaidtheproject wasfirst
proposed in 1998 asawater runoff
pool combinedwithahikeandbike
trail and about ayear | ater expanded
into plans for a park. The original
planscalledfor alagooninthepark
but because of the drought the past
several years and the need to save
money, it was eliminated and re-
placed by afield of buffalo grass.
“Theuglinessof theoldwyewas
amucky mess,” Tromble said. “It
will be replaced by beautiful Pio-
neer Park, andwill honor thepeople
who founded theci ty of Goodland
onthetreelessprairie.

“Pioneer Park will be a green
tree-lined park witha10-foot side
concrete hikeand biketrail around
theperimeter. Therewill bebenches
located alongthetrail wherepeople
may sit and relax under the cool
shade of the trees. A pavilion or
roofed shelter with tables and
bencheswill beenjoyed by families
and groupswhowill bedelightedto
haveanicepicnicarea.”

Tromble may be a bit optimistic,
but Monday thecity commissionwill
discussthe future of the project and
determine which optionto follow.

Anyone interested in helping
fund the final portion of the park
project cancall any of thefinancial
advisors or Rev. Tromble at 890-
7201.

Edson gym sale awaiting final paperwork, money
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and a day at the end of each nine
weeksfor teacher inservice.

School next year will start three
days earlier to ensure students get
out before Memorial Day. Selby
said evenwiththechange, students
will attend school for thesamenum-
ber of daysnext year.

“Itlooksgood,” said board mem-
ber Mike Campbell.

« Considered dismissing grade
school classeswhenalargenumber
of students are sick. Selby told the

board 40 studentswereabsent from
West School Monday.

“It'sgettingaround,” hesaid add-
ing the students might be better off
if they dismiss.

* Hired Danyale Northdurft asa
cook and custodian at Central El-
ementary. Northdurft started work
onMonday, Jan. 24.

Selby said sheiswell impressed
everyoneat theschool andthey are
glad to have her on staff.

» Approved reports on Profes-
sional Development Council, apro-
gramwhereteachersearncreditfor

workshopsandinservices.

» Approved minutesfromthelast
meeting, Monday, Jan. 10, and
Monday, Jan. 17.

* Approved $40,569.13in bills.

Board members reviewed a
$4,467.33hill to DependableGlass
Servicesfor new doorsinstalled at
thehigh school inNovember. Selby
saidtheolddoorsdidn’t closeright
and weren't airtight.

» Approved transfer of $35,000
fromthelocal optionbudget, abud-
get made up of local taxes, to the
bilingual fund, $11,313intothepar-

ents education program and
$200,000into thevocational educa-
tion program. Selby said thetrans-
fersarecommon, but achangeintax
laws delayed the money into the
local account.

« Accepted a donation of $650
from the Knights of Columbus to
the school special education pro-
gram. Selby saidthegroup donates
every year and Harvey Swager,
high school principal, said the
money isusedfor special booksand
rewardsfor the students.

Classifieds work! Call 899-2338 today!

music program until Smith got a
grouptogether toformachoiranda
woodwindensemble. Shelearnedto
play thesaxophoneand participated
inthe school’sexisting Jazz Band.
“Itwasthebest timeof my life,”
she said about her college days.
Smithlikestosing at karaokeand
used to sing in church before she
started working at Wal-Mart.
“Singingisoneof my God given
talents,” she said, adding she was
singing before she even learned to
walk.
When sheisn't involved in mu-

sic, Smithlikesto write poetry anc
is working on publishing a book.
She likes to share music with her
fiancé, Edward Robson of London,
England, too. Robson playsthe pi-
ano.

“We love to play our music to-
gether,” shesaid.

Smith iswilling to play for any-
onewhowantsto hear her. Shesaic
to call 785-852-4732.

“If anyonewantsmeto play, I'll
doit.I’mgivingitback to God,” she
said. “It’sjust arealy cool instru-
ment.”
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about 10 morethan|last year.

Those who had blood profiles
done prior to thefair can pick up
the results, Jiminez said, and if
they don’t make it to the health
fair, they can pick them up at the
hospital.

There will also be free blood
pressure checks, Jiminez said,
height, weight and postureanaly-
sis; colon cancer checks; and
glucometer testsfor childrenages
10and upwithafamily history of
obesity and diabetes.

Parentscanget apicturelD for
their childrenfrom the Goodland
Police Department as part of the
Ident-a-Kid program, and child
careisprovided duringthehealth
fair.

Health fair Saturday

There will be hearing and vi-
sion screening, Jiminez said,
prizeswill begivenout, andthere
will beother activitiesandinfor-
mation availablefrom vendors.

Thoseattendingthehealthfair
canlearnabout apilot projectthe
hospital is participating to im-
provefuturehealth care. Thehos-
pital istryingtohaveall who are
participating inthe Rural Health
Works project represented at the
fair, Hospital Administrator Jay
Jolly said.

Itistimefor the hospital to get
some information out on the
project, Jolly said, tohelppeople
seetheimportanceof responding
to the upcoming telephone sur-
vey to let those involved in the
project know what they want
fromtheir health care.

PARKS CHEVROLET

www.parksmotors.com
1/800-556-8990 « 316/775-5445

AUGUSTA

Unmatched Service

Family Owned &
Operated

Full-Line Chevrolet
GM Certified Used

Worth the SHORT

Drive!

West edge of gusta on HWY 54!

East of Wichita within

e Goodland Star News Service Directory
/85-899-2338

Your KEY to business success. /

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

the Augusta city limits!

= Combined ratesare

o

available to feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER

INSURANCE

American Financial Group

of Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

“Investments for a Better Tomorrow”
Managed Futures -
Come see the possibilities

www.lamerican-financial.com
Now with two offices to better serve you!

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main « Goodland, Kan.
785-890-6942

Mike van Maarth

470 14th St. « Burlington, Colo.
* 719-346-9435

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium

Custom

Tailoring

by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

p& D B“ﬂders

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

NEX/ SYSTEM

Prebessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Schedule your
Spring cleaning

650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.

Commercial - Residential

Free Estimates

785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

Chris & Beth Lewon « “ We do windows”

Let Advertising work
for you!

Goodland

Star-News

785-899-2338

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Praes

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731



