The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, February 1, 2005 9

Teachers say having algebra every day i1sworking

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Algebra | was taken out of
Goodland High School’s block
schedul e and taught everyday, and
at a meeting Monday, Jan. 24,
school board members learned
teachersthink it’sworking.

“It'sdoing very well,” said math
teacher Don Smith. “For many it's
been avery positive program.”

Math teacher Gaylene Shank
agreed havingAlgebraeveryday is
good for her students.

“1 recommend we stay with it,”
shesaid. “Wehavebeen successful
withAlgebral.”

HesaidwhenAlgebral everyday
wasfirst proposed hewasexcitedto
begin the project.

Block schedulingintheAlgebra
classes, hesaid, |ad studentsnot get-
ting work done.

“The number of not handed in
papers,” hesaid, “ hasbeenreduced
thisyear.”

Smith said he can continue to
teach now without reviewing the
last lesson. With block scheduling,
hesaid, theclasswould havetore-
view for much of the classtime.

“Wedon'thavenearly asmuch of
abreakdown or loss,” hesaid.

Shank added shedoesn’'t haveto
do as much reteaching as she did
with block schedules.

Working every day, Smith said,
the class has gotten through much
more material than in previous
years. He covered only chapters 1,

2,3,5and alittlebit of 6intheen-
tireyear before and has covered 1,
2,3,4,5,9, 10 and one-half of 6 at
this point this year. Smith said be-
cause of the every day classes, he
has been able to cover the extra
chapters.

“Studentsin Algebral going on
to Algebra Il are much better pre-
pared,” hesaid.

Shank said students normally
aren’ttaught radicalsuntil Algebra
I1, but with more classtimetheAl-
gebra | classes have a chance to
touch onthe subject.

Smith said covering moretopics
will help students on state assess-
ment tests. If studentshave at |east
been exposedtodifferent topics, he
said, they have a better chance of

doingwell onthetests.

“If they aren’t taught it,” agreed
Shank, “they don’t know it on the
test.”

He said student and parent opin-
ionsof Algebraevery day havebeen
positive.

“A number of parents com-
mented about the change,” he said
of conversations with parents dur-
ing thisyear’sopen house.

Smith said someparentstold him
they would like to see all core
classesoffered every day.

“They said ‘We're glad you've
doneit,’” hesaid.

Fivestudentsin oneof hisAlge-
bral every day class are repeating
the course, he said. Of the five,
Smith said, three are making Bs,

one hasaC and oneis making aD
plus.

“Out of five, threesaid Algebral
ismy favorite classin school,” he
said. “I’'myvery, very pleased.”

Shank said due to other influ-
ences, her every day class doesn’t
particularly like the schedule. She
said even as one of the most diffi-
cult classesshehastaught, shesees
thebenefitsof theevery day classes.
She does not, however, think an
every day schedulewouldwork for
her preal gebrastudentsbecause of
their maturity.

Board member Ron Schilling ar-
gued that math should be made a
priority earlier in school.

“1 think we need to put the flags
upinthirdorfourthgrade,” hesaid.

“1 would think that would help our
math alot.”

Shank agreed saying if they
caught kids early, they might de-
velopaliking for math through un-
derstanding.

“If werepair thegapsearly,” she
said, “we could keep them from
developing a bad taste in their
mouths.”

“Weneedtofind away to bridge
thegap,” Schilling said.

Both Smith and Shank did agree
the program seems to be working
overall for Algebral.

“It'sgoodto seetheleadershipin
the high school and the district
made those adjustments,” board
member Mike Campbell said.
“They seewhenit needsto bemade
and changeit.”

\Woman feeling better, able to enjoy celebrating 90th birthday

Sunday, the23rd of January, was
aspecial day for MauritaMusil, as
itwastheday her 90th birthday was
celebrated. Therewereseveral that
stopped by Hunter Hall towish her
the best, and she seemed to be en-
joyingit greatly.

We are so happy that thislady is
feeling better and able to enjoy
these celebrations.

LeAnne Carney wantsmetoin-
form all those who are saving the
bonuslabelsfor the school that the
purchase of any 10 Campbell’s,
Pepperidge Farm or Pace products
from Dillon’s between Jan. 9 and
Feb. 9will begivenabonusof 250
points, whichwill bedetailed at the

sally

bottom of the salesslip. No partial
labels will be awarded; in other
words, you haveto haveat least 10
purchases on one ticket to receive
the 250 bonus points.

There will also be bonus labels
printed between Feb. 14andMarch
12. Thereisacollectionjar for the
|abelsat the senior center.
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® prewster beacon

Lesa Jeune-
mannwondered
if  wouldbein-
terestedinaspe-
cial guest speak-
erthat BetaClub
was having to-
night, who
wouldtalk about
special questionswomenmight have
about finances and other things.

| had some other things | needed
to get done this evening, but | do
believe it would be beneficial to
anyonetoknow how to better man-
agetheir financesor their time.

That isadouble-edged consumer
for al of us, and | don’t think gen-

der hasthat muchto dowithit. Or-
ganizationisalsoaproblem, at | east
for meit seems.

| took some papers to Colby to
wind up some businesswith, and |
got the business taken care of but
| eft the papers some place.

Sincethey were under the head-
ing of “vital statistics,” | hope that
when they are found, they are re-
turned tome. It makesmevery up-
set with myself that | didn’t keep
better track of them.

Asmy daughter-in-law said, it's
not likel don’t haveafew thingsto
think about. But that is not some-
thing | want to get used to using as
an excuse. Anyway, | hopethat the

oneswho attended theseminar were
rewarded with an abundance of
good advice.

The boys and girls basketball
teams are really tremendous this
year. [tisawesometo seethescores
that thesekidskeep pilingon. They
still have a lot of games to get
through, and wewishthemthebest
inall their games.

Frances Jonesreturned from her
visit to Texas several daysago, but
| haven’t mentioned that while she
wasin Texas, her son-in-law, Jerry
Shirley, died.

Sheextended her visit sothat she
could be with her daughter Sheila
until after thefuneral. We send our

condolencesto Sheilaand the rest
of her family onthelossof thisman.

Our sympathy isextendedto Col -
leenandAlbert Rall andthe Brooks
family in the loss of Colleen’s
mother, Mickey Brooks of
Goodland. Funeral serviceswill be
announced|ater. Mickey died M on-
day, Jan. 24, after alongillness.

Thatisitforthistime. | hopeyou
are all enjoying this fine weather,
and it sounds like it may be pretty
good January wesather for therest of
themonth. After that, we have Feb-
ruary andthenwegetintothemonth
that spring begins. Asthe soldiers
say, Hoooraaah, or something like
that. Seeyou next time.

Bible, creation teach much about who God is; Bible tells how to worship Him

Peopleworship many things, in-
cluding money, and even idolize
athletes and movie stars. But the
Bibletellsusthereisonly onetrue
God and that Heisthe only onewe
should worship.

How can we know who He is?
Can we be sure our worship is di-
rected to Him?

1 Corinthians 8:5, 6 says, “For
eventhoughtherearethosewhoare
called‘ gods,” whetherinheavenor
on earth, just as there are many
‘gods’ and many ‘lords,’ thereis
actually to us one God the Father,
out of whom all things are, and we
for him; andthereisoneL ord, Jesus
Christ, throughwhomall thingsare,
and wethrough him.”

Revelation 4:11 says, “Thou art
worthy, OL ord, toreceiveglory and
honour and power: for thou hast cre-
ated all things, andfor thy pleasure
they areand were created.”

God has many titles, including
God and Almighty, but he also has
aname. That nameisrepresentedin
Hebrew letters, translated to
YHWH. Somereligionstrand ateit
to Yahweh, othersto Jehovah.

When the Bible was written,
God's hame appeared about 7,000
times in it but has since been re-
placedwiththetitlesL ORD or God.

Why isitimportant to know that
He has a name? Imagine if you
wanted to talk to afriend. Would
you call for him by name or by his
title? If you called out to someone
by titlein acrowd, would theright
person answer?

People usually want others to
know and remember their names
and call them by name. It can beir-
ritating, if not insulting, to have
someone who should know you
well forget your name. Why should
God feel differently? He had His
name recorded in the Bible, so we
could know it, not so we could call
him LORD.

Psalm 83:18 in the King James
Versionsays, “ That menmay know
that thou, whose name aloneis JE-
HOVAH, art themost high over all
the earth.”

John4:24 says, “ Godisaspirit,”
and John 1:18 says, “No man has
seen God at any time.”

Do these texts mean we can’t
know God? Think about it, blind
people are ableto get to know oth-
ers, but they can’t seeanyone. Sois
it wiseto think we can’t know God
becausewecan’'t see Him?

Deuteronomy 32:4 says, “The
Rock, perfectishisactivity, for all
hiswaysarejustice. A God of faith-
fulness, with whom thereisno in-
justice; righteousand uprightishe.”

Job 12:13 says, “With him there
arewisdom and mightiness; hehas
counsel and understanding.”

Isaiah 40:26 says, “ Raise your
eyeshigh up and see. Who hascre-
ated thesethings?Itisthe Onewho
is bringing forth the army of them
even by number, all of whom he
calls even by name. Due to the
abundance of dynamic energy, he
also being vigorous in power, not
oneof themismissing.”

1John4:8 says, “Godislove.”

God's outstanding qualities of
love, justice, power andwisdomare

revealedinthesetexts, aswell ashis
faithfulness, energy and attentionto
detail inthat Henamesall the stars
and isableto remember them.

If afriend sentyoualettertelling
you about what’s going on in his
life, wouldn’t you learn similar
things about his personality from
reading it?

Amos3:7 saysGod, “will not do
asinglethingunlesshehasrevea ed
his confidential matter to his ser-
vantsthe prophets.”

2 Timothy 3:16 says, “ All scrip-
tureisinspired of God and benefi-
cial for teaching, for reproving, for
setting thingsstraight, for disciplin-
inginrighteousness.”

God tells us about his purposes
andwhat hewantsustodoandgives
ussoundadvice, butwehavetoread
the Bibleto find out what he hasto

Psalm1, 2says,“ Theheavensare
declaring theglory of God; andthe
work of his hands the expanseis
telling. One day after another day
causes speech to bubbleforth, and
onenight after another night shows
forth knowledge.”

Romans1:20says, " For hisinvis-
iblequalitiesareclearly seenfrom
the world's creation onward, be-
cause they are perceived by the
things made.”
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We can learn much
about God from what
He created. Poets
have written brilliant
descriptionsof earth’s
beauty, andartistsand
photographers have
sought to capture
glimpsesof it on can-
vasand film.

Scientists have learned much
about how the earth’s processes
work together to sustain life. Can
anyone claim to have a brilliant
enoughmindtoinvent suchthings?
If wetried, would we care enough
tocreateall thedifferent colorsand
texturesof naturethat appeal tothe
eyes or the scents and sounds that
appeal to our senses?

But God did all of these things
with nothing to go on, no plans or
projectsin progressfrom someone
else. Genesis 1:2 says, “Now the
earth proved to be formless and

wasteand therewasdarknessupon
the surface of thewatery deep; and
God’s active force was moving to
and fro over the surface of thewa-
ters.”

Considering His place, God
rightly expects us to worship only
Him.

Exodus20:4,5 says, “ Thou shalt
not make unto thee any gravenim-
age, or any likenessof any thing that
isin heaven above, or that isin the
earth beneath, or that isinthewater
under theearth: Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for | theLORD thy Godama
jealousGod, visitingtheiniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto
the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me.”

We can observe many of God's
qualitiesin creation, but the Bible
is needed to round out our knowl-
edge of Him. It contains His mes-
sageto us, teachesabout Hisquali-
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tiesand gives us advicethat works
inour lives. Butwehavetotakethe
timeto read and study it to benefit
from it. When we learn about God

from His word, we can be sure of
who Heisandthat wearedirecting
our worship to the creator of the
universe.
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CLUESACROSS
1. Egyptian dam
6. Baby's" bottle”
10. SouthAsian dress
14. __ concarne
15. A wager
16. Ghengis____
17. Pink
18. Cabana
19. Part of theeye
20. Children’slove
21. Overburdened
23.Only
24. Punt
26. Metal attractor
28. Take away weapons
31. Unsed
32. Timeperiod
33. Ghost
36. Typeof Middle East dweller
40. Runs
42. Girl
43. Roman cloaks
44. Afresh
45. Tiny tree
48. Hamburger holder
49. Far away
51. Partial
53. Tease
56. Wading bird
57. Wrath
58.“The___ StrikesBack”
61. GeorgeBernard
65. Very large book
67.Assistant
68.” GoneWith theWind” actress
69. Haze
70. Computer picture button
71. Distribute
72.Yin'spartner
73.Vvae
74. Writings
CLUESDOWN
1. Account (abbr.)

2. Scat!

3.Lean
4. Mainland state
5. Nichts
6. Typeof art form
7. Bedroom furniture
8. Fold
9. Try
10. Winter sport
11. Moses' brother
12. River
13. Setin
21. Canadian law enforcers (ini-
tials)
22.No (Scottish)
25. Tax agency
27.Tiny insect
28. ___wu
29. Flatten
30. Sensible
31. Fats
34. ___ Stravinsky, composer
35. Manned
37.Loots
38. Accent mark
39. Performing group
41. Sag
45, A female bartender
46. A French abbot
47. Caesar’sthree
50 An interest on land capable of
being inherited
52. Determine the court costs of
53. Wee
54. Fragrance
55. Monster
56. Dunne, actress
59. Typesetting measurement
60. Teen hero
62. Boo
63. Water (Sp.)
64.Curdsand____
66. Scrambled food
68. Tell atall taAle  CW052110
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