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from our viewpoint...

Rural schools target
of closure fanatics

It’sout in the open now.

Eastern Kansas|egislatorswant to close our schools.

Not just the struggling “little” schools like Jennings,
Brewster and Weskan. Under oneplanonthetablein To-
peka, it'slikely that every district in northwest Kansas,
save oneor two, would beforced to merge.

The legidators say, of course, that they don’t want to
close schools. It's al about cutting administrative ex-
pense, they say.

Bull.

First, there’s no way to save money by consolidating
districts. Most have cut coststo the bone. Buildingsstill
need principals. Someonestill hastofill out thestateand
federal paperwork. Classeswould still need teachers.

JmHas, aresearch specialist withtheK ansasA ssocia-
tionof School Boards, putitwell: “Theonly way to have
substantial saving would beto closebuildings.”

Oneplan, by Rep. Candy Ruff, aL eavenworth Demo-
crat, wouldcuttojust onedistrictinany county withfewer
than 26,000 people, which isall of our counties. That
would eliminate 122 of the state’s 302 school districts.

Another, by Sen. Phil Journey, aWichita-area Repub-
lican, wouldrequiremergingall districtsunder 1,000 en-
rollment. In northwest Kansas, only ahandful would sur-
vive.

And at first, perhaps, schools would remain open in
county seat towns. Forget about thelittle ones— Brew-
ster, Rexford, Weskan and the like. They’d be closed.
Many are on the edge anyway.

But two things happen in school consolidations: The
townwiththevotesgetstheschools, nomatter what prom-
isesaremadeat theoutset. Ask peopleinMcDonad. And
sinceclosing buildingsistheonly real way to savemoney,
someday it’ll happen. Studentsin St. Francis, Atwood,
Oberlin, Sharon Springs, Hoxieand other smaller county
seatswill wind up beingbusedto* efficient” high schools
inlarger towns. Eventhose school swill havelessmoney
than they get today.

And peopleinthecitieswill neither notice nor care.

Theirtaxeswon’t godown, educationwon’t beany bet-
ter for anyone, but rural kidswill spend hours on a bus
every day of their school lives.

Thisisnojoke, folks.

TheL egidlatureisunder thegunto do something about
school finance. Eastern Kansas hasthevotes. Unlesswe
start screaming now, our schoolsaretoast.

PeopleinTopeka, Johnson County andWichitaarestok-
ingthefires.

It will be up to our legislators, our school leaders and
our people to make a case for small schools. Let’s hope
weareuptoit, because nothing could bemoreimportant
toour survival out hereonthe Plains. — Steve Haynes
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I’m always looking for those helpful tips

I’manadvicejunkie.

| clipnewspaper and magazinearticlesabout
how to have acleaner, neater home and leave
them to clutter up the counters.

| hordgreat recipesl will never cook andsave
reviewsfor restaurants| will never visit.

So it's not surprising that I’ ve saved an ar-
ticlefrom The Denver Post of 52 tipsfor bet-
ter eating. (I’m also trying to lose a pound or
10)

Many of thetipswerecommon sense, some
were dumb and a couple offered good advice
on something | hadn’t considered before.

Inthe common sense category therewere:

No. 6: Eat the rainbow. Add color to your
palateand challengekidstodothesame: green,
red, yellow, orange, white, andyou’ vecovered
therange of needed vitamins.

No. 11: Eat in-season fruits and veggies
whenever possible.

No. 26: Use or buy aslow cooker.

No. 27: Bone up on calcium-rich foods.

No. 36: Eat fresh fruit instead of sweetsfor
dessert.

No.42: Get asalad nexttimeyougotoafast-
food place.

No. 43: Leaveat |l east one bite of each food
onyour plate.

Under the" huh?, you got to bekidding me”
(or boy, do they livein the city or what?) cat-
egory were:

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

No. 3: Haveaglassof red wineinstead of a
martini before dinner and another after the
meal.

| don’t even know anyonewho drinks mar-
tinis.

No. 5: Pick the salmon over the steak at a
restaurant. Check to make sureit's wild, not
farmed.

“Hey, Joe, isthissalmon wild?

“1 dunno, | didn’t ask for hispolicerecord”

No. 12: Buy little ceramic ramekins at
kitchen storesor thrift shops. They' re perfect
foral sortsof things, frommeltingtwosquares
of chocol ateto dissolving ateaspoon of sugar
into hot water.

Why would | want to melt a teaspoon of
sugar in hot water, anyway?

No. 13: Fill aramekinwithkosher or seasalt
andplaceit nexttoyour stovetofee likeyou're
onthe Food Network.

I sthisanother trick toabsorbfood odors, like
baking soda? Personally, | like my home to
smell like spaghetti, bean soup, fried chicken
or whatever isinthe pot.

No. 32: If you like butter, buy one of the

gourmetvarieties, likePlugra, Buerred' Isigny
or Vermont Butter and Cheese-brand cultured
butter.

My theory isif youcan't pronounceit, don't
buyit’ causeyou’ Il never knowwhat todowith
it. That sort of fancy foodislikethecrocheted
doiliesin my cedar chest — another thing to
takeup spacebecauseit’stoo goodto use. Be-
sides, wherewouldyou get that stuff out here?

Inthe“Hey, | likethat one,” category were:

No. 2: Sitdown and takeat |east 90 minutes
tohaveameal withfamily andfriendsat | east
onceaweek.

No. 20: Investinagood set of Sharpiepens.
Usethemtowritedetail sand the date of what-
everisinthecontainer you' reabout to freeze.
(I dothat already, soit makes sensetome.)

No. 34: Make homemade soup stock.

No. 45: Share the wealth. When you feel
hungry, donate astaple or write acheck to the
food bank.

No.46: Try fixingyour favoritevegetablein
acool new way.

No. 50: Try anethnicfoodthat’snewtoyou.

Andmy favoriteand onethat I’ mdefinitely
goingtotryis:

No. 21: Every time the clocks change, go
through your freezer. Use or throw out what's
been there sincethelast time change.

Youwouldn'tbelievethejunkinmy freezer.
Most of it ismystery meat or maybeit’s soup
or achunk of...who knows.

Remember our men and women 1n uniform

Aswewitnessthe55th Presidential Inaugu-

ral and the start of anew Congress, | ask that |

weremember our menandwomeninuniform,
particularly those who are serving abroad,
fighting for thefreedom of our nation.

We look to thistime as a prime exampl e of
what they arefightingfor: agovernmentfor the
people and by the people.

My mainpriority at thebeginning of thisnew
Congressistwofold: Gaining stability inlrag
and safeguarding Americafromterrorism.

It isan honor to be selected again to be the
chairman of the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee, apositionthat allowsmeto continuevital
reforms necessary to better equip the intelli-
gencecommunity and asaresult, better ensure
thesafety of all Americans. Over thenext few
months, the committee will examinethe 9/11
reformsenacted|ast year. Our focuswill beon
looking for waysto improve our information
sharing, analysisandintelligencecapabilities.

| am privilegedinthisCongressto continue
onthe SenateAgriculture Committee. In con-
firmationhearingswithAgriculture Secretary
MikeJohanns, | discussed my top priority: re-
sumption of trade of beef with Japan. | have
already writtenal etter tothepresident request-
ingthat thistopicbeincludedinevery tradeand
foreign policy discussionthat occursbetween
United States and Japan. | look forward to
working on all issues facing our farmers and
ranchersin Kansas.

President Bush has laid out a most aggres-
sive domestic agendafor hissecond term. He
hascalledfor several educationinitiatives, in-

from other
pens
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cludingincreased fundsfor theMath and Sci-
ence Partnership program.

Asthe author of this program, | am glad to
see the president has recognized the crucial
need for our schoolstotaketheleadinscience,
technology and future job creation. Also in
education, Congress will continue debate on
thefunding of Head Start, which | havecham-
pioned for many years. | have seen first hand
thedifferencethat thiseducationandchildcare
programmakesinthelivesof Kansaschildren,
their familiesand thecommunity asawhole. |

where to write

will continue my efforts to see that the good
folks at Head Start are able to give that extrs
boost to their students.

| hope that you will continue to share with
me your advice and counsel. Last year, | re-
ceived morethan 90,000 pieces of correspon-
dence from Kansans. The fastest way to con-
tact meisviaemail on my Senate web site at
<http://roberts.senate.gov/>. You can call or
writeany of my officesin Kansasor Washing-
ton. Phone numbersand addressesfor the of -
fices in Overland Park, Topeka, Wichita,
Dodge City and Washington are on my web
site.

| will work with President Bush and my col-
leaguesin Congresson initiativesto improve
our lives, our pocketbooksand our future. Our
plateisfull. It promisesto bean exciting year.
I look forwardtoyour advice, suggestionsand
support. — Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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