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Young transplant patient recovers slowly

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

After months of watching her
son’s health go downhill, Sharon
(Odom) Basgall, a Good-
land native, has finally
seen him awake for a
wholeday.

Jarrett Basgall, 19, has
dealt with health problems
hiswholelifedueto arare
gastrointestinal disorder
called pseudo-obstruction.
His small intestines were
removedin October, anda
community fund-raising
effort was launched because the
Basgalls' insurancepolicieswould
not pay for atransplant. Thefamily
had to raise $200,000 before he
could go onthetransplant list.

Sharon Basgall said her health
insurancecarrier, Blue Cross-Blue
Shield, refused to pay any of the
costs of the transplant. However,
Central States, a Teamsters Union
health insurance and pension trust

Basgall

through Steve'sjob at United Par-
cel Service, approved payment of
$200,000for surgical expensesand
$75,000 for follow-up care.

Jarrett was put on the
transplant list latein No-
vember, after donors
gave$110,000towardhis
operation and Medicaid,
the state medical plan,
agreed to cover part of
Jarrett’s expenses. Fund
rai serswereorganized by
Sharon’s coworkers at
Adams, Brown, Beran
andBall,aHaysaccount-
ing firm, and money wasraised in
Sharon Springs, where Jarrett’s
grandparents, Hubert and Vonna
Basgall, live. Eventually, $204,000
wasraisedand putinafundwiththe
Children’sOrgan Transplant Asso-
ciation, where it will be available
for hiscontinuing care.

Just when Sharon and her hus-
band, a Sharon Springs native,
thought hopewasrunning out, they

gotacall that organswereavailable
for histransplant.

The call meant more tests to be
sure they were compatible. They
were,

Butthefamily’sproblemsdidnot
end there. The transplanted pan-
creas had pancreatitis, and more
surgery wasrequiredtoremovepart
of the pancreas and reconnect
Jarrett’s own pancreas, which had
been left in place but disconnected
when thetransplant was done.

Jarrett had thetransplant Friday,
Jan. 14, and has had two surgeries
since. HehasbeenintheUniversity
of Pittsburgh Medical Center,
spending a great deal of histime
sleeping.

But Wednesday, hismother said,
Jarrett was finally up all day and
wassittingupinbed playingwitha
Gameboy.

“He'sdoingreallywell,” shesaid.
“Physical therapy hasbeen coming
in; he'sgetting up and walking.”

She said her son is eager to get

back tothemotel, wherehe' snot so
bored. Shesaid he'sbouncing back
more and more each day. Jarrett
may get out of the hospital in a
coupleof weeks, shesaid, butthat’s
not certain yet.

They are bringing him the differ-
entmedicineshehastotake, shesaid,
s0 he can learn about them. He will
havetotakedrugsat | east threetimes
aday for therest of hislife, shesaid.

Butthesurgeries, thepainandthe
continuing medicine are worth it
when comparing early January to
now. Having Jarrett on the trans-
plantlistwasgood, Sharonsaid, but
the waiting got difficult. He was
getting to the point he was so weak
he' dtakethree napsaday.

“You have to wait and wait and
see your child get weaker and
weaker and know he doesn’t have
much longer,” she said, “and you
wonder whether you will ever get
thecall. | wasat the point of think-
ingitwould never come.”

Sharonsaid she* prayed sohard”

that Jarrett would get a transplant
andthenwenttobed. Thecall came
an hour and a half later, she said;
Jarrett was on the phone with his
best friend at thetime and then had
the nurse on the other ear.

But they couldn’t know whether
this was it. Sharon said they had
been told they would get alot of
falsealarmsbeforean actual trans-
plant. In six weeksof waiting, they
hadn’t gotten a single call, so
Sharon expected thisto be afalse
alarm. It wasn't.

When organs are available for
transplant, Sharon said, the hospi-
tal callsmorethanonepersononthe
list. First, she said, they had to see
if theorganswerecompatible, then
whether Jarrett wastheprimary per-
sontoreceivethem. Hewas.

Jarrettwasup andtalkingtheday
after thetransplant, and all seemed
tobewell. Butthen aweek later, he
had another surgery andwasincriti-
cal conditionafter thenew pancreas
started acting up.

Part of the pancreas was re-
moved, Sharon said, his own pan-
creaswasreconnected, and thenew
organs were cleaned. He now has
two pancreaseshooked up, shesaid;
hisand thetransplanted one.

Theattack of pancreatitiswashis
second, Jarrett said; his own pan-
creashad al so hadtheinflammation.

Hehad asecond exploratory sur-
gery later, Sharon said, and the or-
gans were cleaned and checked
again. A biopsy showed no sign of
rejection, she said; that usually
showsupinsevento 10 days.

“It washard thefirst week (after
thetransplant),” Sharonsaid. “Now
| know wedidtheright thing; it was
the only choicewehad.”

Thetimeshehasbeeninthehos-
pital with Jarrett hasn’t beenall bad.
It'skind of nicetobeabletositand
visit, shesaid, eventhough you see
each other every day. Youlearnyour
priorities, she said; your lifeis not
the same; you appreciate simple
things so much more.

Farmers' ears bent by NBC show slaming ethanol

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Areacornfarmersareupinarms
about an episode of NBC's “The
West Wing” critical of government
support for al cohol -blended motor
fuel that aired Wednesday, Jan. 26.

The Kansas Farm Bureau says
theepisode, “King Corn,” allegedly
depicts a “ misrepresentation of
ethanol, thecornindustry and U.S.
farm policy.”

Amy Sederstrom, whoisabureau
member along with her husband,
Greg, who serves the bureau as
County President, said they heard
about the show in a meeting in
Salinatwoweeksagoright after the
show aired. Shesaidinthemeeting,
the Young Farmers and Ranchers
Board they both are committee
members for, the group held
lengthy discussions about the
show’scontent.

Shesaid with Kansas corn being

used to make fuel, and an ethanol
plantjust 50 mileseast of Goodland
at Campus, we should “take pride
inour corn” productionandletNBC
know how wefeel about theissue.

“1think ethanol’ simportant,” she
said. “The more markets you find
(for acrop), the better price you
get.”
Shesaid alot of money hasbeen
invested in the Campus plant and
people in this area should support
ethanol fuel.

Marty Melia, owner of radio sta-
tions KLOE, KKCI and KWGB,
said he watched the program and
was upset about the content.

“Itwaspretty much bashing etha-
nol al theway through,” he said.

Ethanol, the kind of alcohol
found in beer and whiskey, is
blended with gasoline to make
clean-burning fuel for cars and
trucks. It can be made from most
any grainor fruit, but cornisacom-

mon feed stock. The government
subsidizesitsproductionfor motor
fuel, aprogram more popular with
farmersthan peopleincities.

Meliasaid hefeatured aprogram
about ethanol on hisevening show
the day after the episode aired to
dispel some of the information
brought fourth.

“It'safictional show,” he said,
“but they’ redefaming areal indus-
try that wehavein our own area.”

Meéliasaidtheepisodefocusedon
candidatesat thel owacaucusesand
their decisionsto support or oppose
the ethanol program. One of the
mainissuesintheshow, hesaid, was
thechargethat it costsmoreto pro-
duce ethanol thanitisworth.

“Thosewho support it,” hesaid,
“feel that’snot true.”

TheAmericanCoalitionfor Etha
nol web site saysin a Renewable
FuelsStandard articlefromMay of
2003, “adding ethanol to our gaso-

line pool could reduce the cost of
gasolineto consumersby 6.6 cents
per gallon.”

The U.S. Department of Energy
websitelistsbenefitsof ethanol that
it “reduces our dependence on for-
eign oil becauseit can be produced
domestically.” The site calls etha-
nol arenewable fuel that helpsto
reduceair pollution.

TheFarmBureausaid” TheWest
Wing" episode referred to ethanol
as a“waste of taxpayers money”
and a corporate “subsidy” for oil
companies, agribusinesses and
farmers.

“We're troubled that a misin-
formed Hollywood script writer
chosenotodohishomework,” said
Steve Baccus, an Ottawa County
farmer who serves as president of
the Kansasfarm bureau.

The bureau release said ethanol
is responsible for creating more
than 200,000 jobs and has reduced

THEURER FARMS AUCTION

As we are retiring we will offer the following personal property at public auction located at the
farm site, from Akron, CO go 3 miles north on oiled Hwy 63 to Rd. 44, then 1 1/2 miles east.

Thursday, February 17, 2005 e« Starting at 9:30 a.m.

COMBINES* TRACTORS TRAILER

1994 Case IHC Axial-Flow model 1688 SP combine, SE# JJC0O122012,
cab, air, hydrostatic drive, monitors, 24.5x32 singletires, 14.9x24 rear, Maurer
bin ext, w/1010-30" grain header, & 4 whl trailer, 785 actua hrs, aways
shedded, like new condition. 1991 Case IHC Axial-Flow SP model 1680
combine, SE# JJC0115202, cab, air hydrostatic drive, monitors, Maurer bin
ext., all up dates, new cylinder bars, feeder house parts, 30.5x32 tires, 14.9x24
rear, w/1010-30" grain header & 4 whl trailer, approx. 1500 hours, aways
shedded, A-1 shape. 1998 JD model 92004WD tractor, SE# 010155, 20.8x42
radial dual tires, cast wts, 24 sp trans, 4 hyds, diff lock, 2610 one owner hrs,
aways shedded, like new. 1992 JD model 4960 FWA tractor, SE# P003537,
15 sp power shift trans, 3 pt w/quick hitch, 3 hyds, cast wts, 20 front cast wts,
18.4Rx42 duals, has wide swing draw bar, fully loaded, 14.9x30 front tires,
3556 one owner hrs, aways shedded, real nicetractor. 1973 JD model 4430
tractor, SE# 01123317, 3 hyds, 540-1000 pto, sound guard cab, air, etc, quad
trans, 18.4x38 dual rubber, cast wts, 10 front cast wts, 3 pt rock shaft, full
swinging draw bar, 7380 one owner hrs, always shedded. 1962 JD model
4010 propane wheatland tractor, SE# LT22T34302, Syncro trans, 18.4x34
rubber, cast wts, Egging cab, no pto, no 3 pt, single hyd, runs good. 1958
Oliver model 77 gastractor, wide front, SE# 42536C77D, belt pulley, live
540 pto, 13.6x38 rubber, 6 sp trans, has FarmHand F-11 |oader w/own pump
mounted on the tractor, runs good, 8' ext for the above scoop. MM propane
model U tractor, SE# 011108618, wide front, rock shaft, 540 pto, belt pul-
ley. Continental Post Hole digger mounted on the tractor.

TRUCKS+ PICKUPS+ TRAILER

1980 GM C model 7000tag axletruck, 366 V8 eng, 5& 2 trans, saddletanks,
20" Tradewind steel box, 50" sides, 900 rubber, Harsh dbl ram rear hoist,
rollover tarp, 56,000 miles, red color, very good, shedded. 1979 GM C model
7000tagaxleSierratruck, 366 V8 eng, 5& 2 trans, 900 rubber, 20’ Parkhurst
steel bed, 52" sides, Harsh dbl ram rear hoist, Sherlock rollover tarp, saddle
tanks, blue color, 43,100 miles, very good, shedded. 1973 Chev C-60 single
axletruck, 366 V8 eng, 5& 2 trans, 16" Knaphide steel box, wood floor, 900
rubber, saddle tanks, single ram rear hoist, 48" sidew/12" tip tops, red color,
19,500 actual 2 owner miles, nice truck. 1971 Chev C-50 single axle truck,
350 V8 eng, 4&2 trans, 16’ steel box, wood floor, 36" sides, stock racks,
singleramrear hoist, 8.25 rubber, red color, 34,000 one owner miles, shedded.
1950 Chev 6400 truck, 6 cylinder eng, 4& 2 trans, 8.25 rear tires, 7.50 front
w/FarmHand manure spreader box, single chain. 1994 GM C 1500 SL E 2x4
pickup 350 V8 eng, auto trans, AC, cruise, maroon color, 91,760 one owner
miles, always shedded. 1991 GM C SL X Serria 2500 4x4 pickup, 350 V8
eng, 4 sp trans, AC, cruise, trlr ball, blue color, good rubber, running boards,
45,560 one owner miles, nice. 1982 GM C High Serria 2x4 pickup, 350 V8
eng, auto trans, high mileage, runsgood. 1957 GM C straight 6 pickup, 4 sp,
tow hitch, runs. 1971 Dodge D100 pickup, 318 V8 eng, 4 sp, needs repair.
1991 Trailman 24’ full top good neck stock trailer, 80" wide, 6.5 tall, 1
center gate, torsion 7,000# tandem axl es, wood floor, good shape. 1947 Chev.
and 1946 Dodge truck chassisfor parts.

FARM MACHINERY

3-JD model 9300 shovel drills, 12" spc, rubber press whis, yellow topped
boxes, spear points, hyd lift w/hitch, good; JD model 610 wing fold 41 shank
COLORADO REGISTERED BRANDS
A ¢ lazy D, lazy Swithirons
— A 7 bar A7 withirons
Assessments paid.

tach, very good; Flex King model KM 5-6" sweep blade machine 75° blades,

spc, 21.5” disks, scrapers; Versatile 15’ pull type draper swather, 540 pto, good

whl holder, on hyd; Crustbuster 31 shank spring tooth, hyd fold; Bush Hog

fold; JD 26 shank chisel, cable fold, Leon tines; 4-JD model LZ shovel drills,

JD AC 2000 cold water pressure washer; propane torch; Harris oxy propane

4, 1/2, 3/4 socket sets; drill bits; 1/2” elec impact wrench; box end wrenches

wrenches tire tools; port air compressor; tap & die sets; bolt cutters; wheel

severa stock tanks; elec fencers; solar fencer; REA poles; RR ties; measuring
wheel; 14" truck tarp; used tires & wheels; all kinds of implement parts; iron

jacks.

chisel, walking beams, Leon tines, hex dead rod, good; Flex King KM series
7-6' sweep plow machine, 75° blades, coulters, new style treaders, NHg at-

old style treaders, NH3 attach, good shape; JD model 335 tandem disk, 31, 9"

canvasses; AL 650 bu grain cart, dual axle, folding auger; JD model 3700 12
bottom on land plow, 18" bottoms, coulters, trip shanks, adj 18-20-22", furrow

model 170V type ripper, both 3 pt & pull type, 7 shanks, dual land whis; Soil
Mover scraper, 9.5 yard, on hyd; 32’ Miller semi rod chisel, boot drive, wing

8x12" spcon hyd, hitch; 2-Ark Valley oneways, 9"x23" disks, on hyd w/hitch;
2-Ark Valley oneways, 9"x22" disks, on hyd w/hitch; Moline 5 bottom plow
on hyd; Ark Valley 3 blade sweep machine; Schaffer 16" tandem disk; 2-JD
16x10 disksdrillsw/hitch; 12" DMI spring tooth; JD 6 section spring tooth; JD
LZ 12x14 drill for parts; Donahue 32' machine trailer; 2-Speed King 6"x41’
grain augers w/gas eng; Mayrath 6”x28' grain auger w/gas eng; JD 10’ pto
binder, good canvasses; dump rake; old tandem disk; Miller, IHC, JD
rodweeders; old combine, chisels; listers; hay buck w/stedl teeth; Sund 7' com-

bine pickup attach.
SHOPTOOLS

cutting torch, complete w/bottles; A.O. Smith 180 amp elec welder, AC, com-
plete; 20 ton shop press; Continental 12 sp drill press, 4/8” chuck; Floor jack;
cherry picker; DurCraft elec metal band saw; hyd jacks; bolts; gear pullers; 1/

up to 2”; carpenter tools; log chains, 2-elec drill fill augers; boomers; pipe

barrow; plus many other items

MISCELLANEOUSITEMS

FarmHand F-11 loader w/pto pump; Slide in pickup stock racks; WW calf
cradle; 300g tank on 2 wh trailer, pto pump sprayer; 2-120g fuel tanks w/12v
pumps; Caulkins seed cleaner, w/elec motor & bulk bin; Clipper fanning mill
cleaner; Platform scale; 50g poly tank for sprayer; pop up bale loader w/gas
eng; Hereford roping saddle, 15" tree; Charlin pto hyd pump; 200g fuel tank;

heater; calf puller; 500g fuel tank on stand; 2-old coal stoves; Avery & highlift

Termsof Sale: CASH or good check. No property to be removed until settle-
ment is made. Not responsible for items after sold. Not responsible for acci-
dents on grounds day of sale. All guarantees between buyer and seller.

Lunch will be served by FriendsKitchen on Wheels
Auctioneer’s Note: Please plan to attend this outstanding auction of well
maintained late model equipment. For pictures, see our website. A nice air-
port, motels and cafes are available in Akron.

Theurer Farms
Joe Theurer, President
Phone 970-345-2539

www.michalauctions.com

Sale conducted by

Michal Auction Service

David Michal
719-765-4747

Jim Michal
719-765-4446

gasoline prices, cut crude oil im-
ports, increased farm income and
reduced greenhousegasemissions.

The farm bureau encouraged
peopletoemail concernstoNBC at
www.nbc.com/nbc/footer/
Contact_Us.shtml. The farm bu-

reau can be reached at www.kfb-
.org, the American Coalition for
Ethanol at www.ethanol .organdthe
U.S. Department of Energy’s En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy web site at www.eere-
.energy.gov.
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Openings for select
9 House Parents

The Omaha Home for Boys offers a unique opportunity
for married couples to care for boys, average age 12-16.
_I.-‘ .:' * Nationally recognized training

* $36,000 starting salary

- y * Free housing & meals

The Omaha Home For Boys
4343 N. 52nd St, Omaha, NE 68104 + www.omahahomeforboys.org
Call 1-800-408-4663, Monday-Friday

* Beautiful, modern facility
* Excellent benefits

Oakley
2x11.5
IN back

Stock Reality




