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Les Chantes

Annual meeting honors students, producers
By Fred Wedel

District Conservationist
The annual meeting of the

Sherman County Conserva-
tion District will be
February 14. The an-
nual meeting is al-
ways great, thanks to
District Manager
Sandy Rodgers and
the Sherman County
Conservation Dis-
trict Board of Super-
visors.

Students and pro-
ducers are given rec-
ognition for a job well done.
The annual meeting completes
the year just ended and opens
the door for another year of
sustainable resource manage-
ment on the farms and ranches
of Sherman County.

At this time we look at three
things.  1) What is constant on
the “Topside of Kansas,” spe-
cifically Sherman County  2)
What changes have been made
and  3) What does the future
hold?

First, what is constant. The

people of Sherman County
continue to work harder and
smarter while holding on to
their pioneer heritage. Family

and community val-
ues remain impor-
tant. Churches, civic
groups, service orga-
nizations, youth
groups including 4-
H, scouts, and school
activities exemplify
the pioneer spirit of
Sherman County.

Second, change
has occurred and

change will continue. Conser-
vation efforts started in 1935
when the Soil Erosion Service
was formed, headed by Hugh
Hammond Bennett. Later the
Soil Erosion Service became
the Soil Conservation Service
where soil and water conserva-
tion were the resources being
managed.  Stubble mulch, ter-
racing, and water development
in pastures were some of the
conservation practices readily
adopted. Irrigation changed
farming and removed some of

the risk of farming in a semi-
arid climate. Then in 1985 con-
gress passed a law that began
conservation compliance on
farms and ranches. Soon the
Soil Conservation Service
changed its name to the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
Service.  NRCS is now looking
at five natural resources, not
only soil and water.  The five
resources are: soil, water, air,
plants and animals.  “Whole
farm planning” and “locally
led” became buzzwords.  So
you see, change is always with
us.

Third, where will change
take Sherman County in the
future? The 2002 farm bill in-
creased spending on agricul-
ture. A huge beneficiary was
conservation.  Programs like
the Environmental Quality In-
centive Program, Wetland Re-
serve Program, Conservation
Reserve Program , Wildlife
Habitat Incentives Program,
Grassland Reserve Program,
Conservation Security Pro-
gram, and Conservation Tech-

nical Assistance are all part of
the 2002 farm bill. Conserva-
tion Technical Assistance is
the building block for all other
programs. Planning efforts are
still done on whole farms, and

the concept of “watershed
planning” is added.  Watershed
planning includes multiple
farms and ranches where to-
gether water quality and soil
quality resource concerns can

be more effectively treated.
The best example of a water-
shed approach is the Conserva-
tion Security Program.  The

Fred Wedel

See MEETING, Page 8

Brook Redlin, 13, son of Chuck and Janet Redlin of Goodland, won third place in the
State Conservation District Poster Contest. The CDs were real with homemade labels
listing the various conservation programs and goals.
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Congratulations
2005 Conservation Award Winners
Accounting & Tax Services, Inc.

Joyce G. Moore
304 East 10th

Goodland, Kan.
785-899-6145

Fax 785-890-6337

TRUCK & TRACTOR

Wishes to Congratulate
all the Conservation Winners!!

31 Years Experience
Cat • Cummins • Detroit

4-Wheel Drive Tractors
Full line of Truck Parts and Accessories

Phone: 785-899-2401

REPAIR, LLC
714 E. Hwy. 24

Goodland, Kan. 67735

Burk father, son conservationists of the year
By Sharon Corcoran

The Goodland Star-News
Like father, like son, or so

the saying goes. But it’s true, at
least partly, of Glenn and
Michael Burk.

Both grew up in Sherman
County, sons of farmers. Glenn
stayed his whole life; Michael
decided he was going to get
away. But then he came back.

After working together for
over 30 years, father and son
and their wives, Evelyn and
Joyce, were named 2005 Con-
servationists of the Year by the
Sherman County Conserva-
tion District.

Glenn is the son of Henry
Burk, who farmed 20 miles
southeast of Goodland. He said
he farmed with his father until
1962, then was on his own un-
til his only son joined him in
’72.

“There’s no place like
home,” Glenn said.

Michael took a little more
convincing.

“When you’re 19 years old,”
he said, “the best thing you can

think is to get away. Then you
find out it’s not so good.”

Michael went to Fort Hays
State University, where he
graduated in ’72 with a teach-
ing degree in physical educa-
tion. He said he had the oppor-
tunity to rent a farm in Sherman
County and came back, and
he’s been here ever since.

Now Burk Farms includes
about 2,000 acres scattered
south of I-70 from east of Ed-
son to Kanorado. Having the
crops scattered throughout the
county helps, Michael said,
when there is hail or other
harsh weather. Not all of the
fields are in one area, he said,
so not all are lost in one storm.

The Burk homes are close,
less than a block apart, in the
Armstrong Addition on the
south side of Goodland. Glenn
and Evelyn built their house in
town in 1975. Michael said he
and Joyce lived in town so their
children would be close to
school.

Their children are Jon (Kim)
of Lawrence, Joshua (Anna) of

Corinth, Texas, and twins Jar-
rett “J.T.” (Erin) of Loveland,
Colo., and Jared “J.D.”, a cer-
tified welder and works for a
company in Omaha, traveling
a lot. They range in age from 34
to 26.

Jon works for Sprint, Joshua
for NEC, and J.T. is the youth
director for Trinity Lutheran
Church.

Michael said J.D. has been
thinking about joining the fam-
ily business but has some
qualms.

“It’s an enjoyable life,”
Michael said, “but you have to
be careful. It takes a lot of in-
vestment. When we first
started, … in two months now,
we spend as much as we did in
a whole year then.”

Besides that, he said, J.D.
looks at his brothers. They are
done in the evenings and have
weekends off. Farming isn’t
like that.

“In farming,” Michael said,
“you’re still there.”

Especially during harvest
and planting, he said, it takes a

lot of extra time.
Michael has a dedication to

his craft that motivates him to
keep learning and improving.
He said his continuing educa-
tion includes reading farm
magazines to find out what oth-
ers are doing.

He goes to meetings and ap-
plies what he learns to his own
circumstances, and compares
notes with other farmers, in-
cluding friends in eastern Kan-
sas.

“I visit with them about
what’s new,” he said. “You fit
things to your needs. Not all
farms are the same.”

The family talks farming all
the time, Joyce said. When
farmers go out to dinner, they
talk farming with each other.

As for conservation, Mich-
ael said they have built terraces
and maintain ground cover,
often using chemical fallow,
spraying the wheat stubble for
weeds so they can keep it in
place. And they rotate crops.

See BURK, Page 5

Evelyn and Glenn Burk have enjoyed spending their lives
farming and working with their son Michael for the past 32
years. They share the award with Michael and his wife
Joyce.               Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

COMING SOON!

S&T Wireless Internet Technology
Is Coming to Rural Sherman County
S&T Wireless Internet Technology
Is Coming to Rural Sherman County

Stop by our office today 
for pre - sign up and details.
Stop by our office today 
for pre - sign up and details.

1318 Main St. ~ Goodland, KS
785-890-7400
www.sttelcom.com
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L & W - Andrist Insurance Agency, LLC
Linda & Walt Linthacum - owner/agents

Jennifer Petracich- agent    Dawn Lauer- agent Shelly Culwell - agent
Insurance PLUS Service

A Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area Farmers

  It starts with pride. Pride in himself and the
way he farms. The American farmer knows he
can expect a season full of long hours and hard
work. But he’s up to the challenge. In fact, he
wouldn’t have it any other way. A good farmer
is a good neighbor, too. Involved in his commu-
nity and committed to the land. He’s a family
man. Passing knowledge on to his children so
they’ll be ready when it’s their turn to farm. A
good farmer runs a tight operation. But his eyes

are always open; looking for new ideas and tools that
can make his business a little more efficient; a little
more productive. He listens hard when other people
talk farming. But mainly, he takes a long look at his
own program and decides things for himself.
Throwing out what didn’t work and sticking with
the things that did. Upgrading his system until his
goals are reached and then upgrading some more.
He’s hard to please, but he’s fair. A good farmer, in
short, is one of Americas greatest natural resources.

107 S. Quincy
P.O. Box 577

St. Francis, Kan. 67756
(785) 332-2121 • 888-629-4245

102 E. 8th (8th & Main)
P.O. Box 995

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-5678• 800-892-4245

“Licensed in Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska”

Your “More than One Company” Insurance Agents
For Your Insurance Needs
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The Bank for your
Growing Business

It takes more than hard work to
make your farming enterprise

successful.  It takes a bank willing
to listen and pitch in when you

need us.

For over 100 years, we’ve been
specialists in farm financing.

We’re here to help you succeed
with a variety of special agricul-

tural loans and programs.
• Real Estate Loans

• Operational Loans
•Production Loans

• Equipment Leasing
• Cattle Loans

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

First National Bank

Bird City, Colby, Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,
Quinter, Sharon Springs, St. Francis

www.fnb.com

We’ll do all we can to keep your
growing business growing.

AUTO BODY, INC.

COLLISION SPECIALISTS
Foreign or Domestic  Since 1975

1933 Caldwell     Goodland, Kan. 67735 (785) 899-6311

Paint Booth & Oven
Bakes on Paint to Ensure a

Factory Quality Finish.

Your work is of the highest quality, conservation winners!

All Technicians certfied by
The National Institute for
Automotive Service Excellence

computerized damage anaylsis
and repair verification

Auto Glass Replacement

YOST FARM SUPPLY
785-899-6565 or 800-783-7343

See Us For CrustBuster No-Till and
Min-Till Drills

Congratulations to all of the Sherman County
Conservation winners!!

Joyce and Michael Burk, winners of the Sherman County Conservation District’s Con-
servationists of the Year award, showed off their windbreak, which they planted 24 years
ago at their home at 682 E. 25th. Michael said the trees were “this high” when they got
them from the soil conservation office.

Burk’s named conservationists
BURK, from Page 3

Over the years, the Burks
said, they have raised soy-
beans, corn, wheat, sunflow-
ers, pinto beans, sugar beets
and milo. They used to raise
livestock, Michael said, and
ran calves on the beet tops be-
fore the beet plant closed.

They do a combination of ir-
rigation and dryland farming.
Glenn said they do no-till and
summer till.

“We stay close to the plan of
the soil conservation pro-
gram,” he said.

Glenn said he was glad to have
Michael join him in farming.

“As long as we get along to-
gether,” Glenn said, “we’ll be
here.

“Most of the time, we dis-
cuss things out, how we want

to do them, and then give and
take a little.”

Glenn and Michael both
married “city girls” who have
adjusted to farm life. Evelyn
grew up around Jewell County
and then moved to Goodland.
She said she and Glenn met at
a roller rink where the Veterans
of Foreign Wars post is now.

Joyce is from Missouri; she
and Michael met at Fort Hays.

Michael said he believes in
being optimistic.  It doesn’t do
any good to grumble, he said.

Glenn said he believes in do-
ing things early. His motto is,
“If it’s time for it to be done, it
should have been done yester-
day.”

Congratulations
to the conservation winners

from the staff of
The Goodland Star-News.

They were a pleasant group of people to
interview, and we hope you enjoy their

stories.  — Tom Betz
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Goodland Machine
& Automotive LLC

Rental Cars Available thru Rent-A-Ride 899-6628

Congratulations to the Area
Conservation Award Winners!

419 E. 19th • Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-6628 • (785) 899-3444

Terry Selbe and Pam Mendenhall - owners

Introducing the New
“21st Century Engine”

8.1 Chevy N.G.; 5.7 Chevy N.G.

They are revolutionary in Design and have
full authority fuel controls.

25% Improvement in Fuel Efficiency.

Congratulations 2005
conservation winners

Northwest Kansas
Abstract & Title

Co., Inc.
106 E. 11th, Goodland, Kan

785-899-5641
fax 785-899-5670

Congratulations
to the Top

Conservationists
on the Topside

of Kansas

John & Marcia Golden

Couple plants
mighty windbreak
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
Tall, strong pine trees line

the northwest side of the
Elliotts’ property just four
miles west of town, and keep
out the strong plains wind.

A windbreak in this part of
the world really helps, says
Mary Elliott, adding that she
really notices the difference
when she walks out to get her
mail.

“When you get past that last
tree,” she said, “you really feel
it.”

Leonard Elliott said they
planted the trees in 1980 when
they retired after 28 years of
running a dairy farm and
moved east into a five-acre
spot just off of old U.S. 24.

“It was just plain when we
got up here,” Mary said.

“It was just pasture,” added
Leonard.

The couple live on a slightly

raised piece of land and felt
they needed some protection
from the wind.

They planted the windbreak
not only to keep the chilly
breezes away from the house,
but for landscaping as well.

“We just planted them the
way we wanted,” he said.

“We wanted it for looks as
well as a windbreak,” Mary
added. “We’ve had a lot of
compliments.”

The trees are lined up with
two rows of 25 pines and one
of 25 cedars running from the
northwest side of the house
around the west side. Further
west of the pines are two rows
of Chinese elm trees with two
rows of locust trees tacked onto
the south end. To the south of
the tall pines, Mary has set up
a row of lilac bushes and a
small vegetable garden that
links the line of pines to an-
other smaller windbreak on the

south side of the house.
The pines stretch up taller

than the house, and Leonard
estimated they are from 20 to
25 feet tall. Even the smaller
cedars, Mary said, are as tall as
a person.

The pair got the trees from
the Soil Conservation District
in 1980.

Fred Wedel, district conser-
vationist for the U.S. Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, said  the Elliotts were cho-
sen for the award because of
the location of the windbreak
in relation to the house, the
trees’ size and their condition.

“They’re very healthy and
well maintained,” he said.

The Elliotts have been nomi-
nated for the award in the past
and, Wedel added, this was
their year to win.

“When we got the letter inLeonard and Mary Elliott, winners of the Sherman County Conservation District Wind-
break Award, are proud of their 20-25 foot pine trees. The pair planted the trees in 1980
and have watched them grow since.                      Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

See ELLIOTT, Page 7
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The Insurance Agency, Inc.
wishes to congratulate all

conservation award winners.
Conservationists of the Year
Burk Farms
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Burk
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Burk

Bankers Award
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Duell

Windbreak Award

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Elliott

Friend of Conservation Award
 Dana Belshe

3rd place State Poster Contest
Brook Redlin

Mike and Glenda Cochran • 2702 Road 64  •  (785) 899-0096

Circle D Trailers Miller Loaders

PJ Trailers

Now selling Farm Trac and Land Trac Tractors.

Witzel & Rhea Imp. Co.
124 W. Hwy. 24 • Goodland, Kan. • 785-899-3432 Visit our website at www.caseih.com

Congratulations to the winners

Mary  and Leonard Elliott, winners of the Sherman County Conservation District Wind-
break Award, enjoy the shade and protection they get from their rows of trees. The couple
hand waters the trees each year to keep them healthy and strong.

Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

A row of lilac bushes connects two sides of the Elliotts’ windbreak, which won the Sher-
man County Conservation District Windbreak Award this year. The bushes are directly
to the west of the house, with the bulk of the windbreak butting up to the north and then
connecting again at the south. Further west, in a lower spot, the Elliotts have planted a
continuation of the windbreak with cedar and locust trees.

Elliott’s plant mighty windbreak
ELLIOTT, from Page 6

See ELLIOTT, Page 8

the mail,” said Leonard, “we
were just shocked.”

Wedel said windbreaks can
be kept up with a drip irrigation
system, but the Elliotts’ wind-
break was hand watered.

“We watered these a lot to
start with,” Leonard said add-
ing the grown trees still need a

lot of water.
The Elliotts know a little bit

about windbreaks, as they
grew up in Sherman County.
Mary grew up on a farm north-
east and Leonard grew up
northwest of Edson. They both
went to school in Edson, where
he graduated in 1937 and she in
1946.

Mary said her parents

farmed and raised some dairy
cows. Leonard’s family had a
farm when he was younger, but
they moved to town where they
ran a gas station and grocery.

After they married in 1948,
the couple moved to a farm five
miles west of town, directly
south of the sunflower plant,
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serving Northwest Kansas since 1980
B’s Pump and Well Service

• Irrigation wells
• Domestic wells
• Municipalities

• Gear heads
• Cooling Coils
• Down Hole Camera

785-899-6302
1-800-698-6302

Rex Smith, owner

GRABER ENTERPRISES, LTD.
Crop Consulting - Custom Spraying

Dean Graber
802 Colorado • Goodland, Kan. 67735 • 785-890-5580

Congratulations to All Winners

NORTHERN SUN
 (785) 899-6500 or (800) 542-7333

6425 Road 14 • Goodland, Kan.

Congratulations
conservation

winners

Providing Your
CONSERVATION TILLAGE NEEDS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

CONSERVATION  AWARD WINNERS!

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

GOODLAND GREENLINE

Junction of Hwy. 24 & K-27 • Goodland, Kan • 785-890-7575

ELLIOTT, from Page 7

where they ran a dairy. Mary
said they had half of a section
that they used as a pasture and
for crops.

The Elliotts surrounded their
dairy with a windbreak made
up of Chinese elms and locust
trees. Now retired, the Elliotts
enjoy their free time going to
Goodland school sporting
events.

“The school has been good
to us,” said Mary, pointing to
the awards on their living room
wall. “We just have always
enjoyed sports.”

When their children, Carol
Colby of Assaria and Marsha
Way, Goodland, were in
school, she said, they went to
their games. The couple fol-
lowed their grandchildren,
Darren and Jason Way,
through sports here in Good-
land and kept up with Rhonda,
Hailey and Kelsey Colby, al-
though distance kept them
from many games.

Elliott said although their
great grandchildren are too

The first snow of this year piled up on the row of the Elliotts’ windbreak, which won the Sherman County Conservation
District Windbreak Award this year. Mary Elliott, who helped plant the trees with her husband Leonard, said she takes
a picture of the trees every year because they are so pretty when covered with snow.                     Photo by Mary Elliott

young for sports now, they are
waiting to see, Davin, Tayler
and Carter, the children of
Rhonda, play.

Even though they don’t have
any kids playing now, she said
they still go to as many games
as they can.

In her spare time, Mary said,
she crochets. Several times a
week she makes the trip into
town to play bingo or have cof-
fee with her friends.

Leonard keeps busy with a
round of golf at the Sugar Hills
on nice days. He makes his way
into town for bowling, too.

The Elliotts will get their
award at the Conservation
District’s annual meeting and
banquet at 6:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 14, at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Hall in Good-
land. They will be presented a
framed windbreak certificate
and a sign commemorating the
award to place on their fence.

“We didn’t plant that wind-
break to get an award,” Mary
said. “We did it for ourselves.
It’s nice to be recognized.”

Annual meeting honors students, producers

Elliott’s windbreak

MEETING, from Page 2

security program is intended to
reward farmers and ranchers
who are already good stew-
ards. The program encourages
more enhancements to conser-
vation and the environment

takes resource management to
an even higher level.  Conser-
vation security encourages
producers to continue their
march to “No-Till” farming
practices. In my mind, “No-
Till” is the wave of the future.
Soil organic matter is always

destroyed with tillage. Soil
quality is dependent on organic
matter and soil quality always
precedes water quality and air
quality. I practice “No-Till” on
my own farm, with success. Is
your farm a “no plow zone?”  I
leave you with this final thought

as you look to the future.  I have
never met a farmer who gave
“No-Till” an honest chance for
at least seven years’ ever go
back to tilling fields again.

For more information go to:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/csp.


