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from our viewpoint...

Leaders join forces
to Insure openness

Legidativeleadersfrom all threesidesof the aide, the attor-
ney general and governor havejoi ned K ansasnewspaperspush-
ing for anew constitutional right— theright of votersand citi-
zensto know what their government isdoing.

Open government sounds as simple asit does obvious. In a
democracy, don't the people aways have aright to know what
their officialsareup to?

Sadly, many officialsdon’t agree. Onceel ected, they think they
should know thingsthat “the people” shouldn’t hear or see.

K ansashasan OpenM eetingsand Open Recordslaws, but they
areviolated daily, sometimesright in our own county, by offi-
cialswho either don’t know or don’t care about or don’t under-
stand the public’srights.

And whilethe laws have been toughened some, it’s difficult
and expensiveto enforcethem. Onenewspaper spent morethan
$13,000inlegal feesto get the state'slist of dangerousrailroad
crossings. TheDepartment of Transportationlost thesuit—why
it wanted to keep the information a secret is beyond us— but
spent thousands morein tax money to keepitsfilesclosed.

Many times, citizenreguestsaremet withastonewal | by pub-
licofficialswhojust don’t understandthel aws. M ost peopl ejust
can't afford to sue.

Other times, officials meet behind closed doors and discuss
thingsthey know arenot legal. Sinceno onehearswhat they say,
who can challengethe secrecy?

The legidlative push includes a constitutional amendment
whichwill let votersdecidetheissue.

It would create an Office of Public Integrity under the attor-
ney general to enforce the public’s rights, and change one ex-
emptiontotherecordslaw tobecertainthat all compensation of
public employees, and not just cash pay, is open to the public.
(A lawsuit | ast year cleared up that exemption, at acost of more
than $75,000, but the University of Kansaschosenot to appeal,
so the state Supreme Court did not get to make adefinitiverul-
ing.)

Theprogram, created by theK ansasPressA ssociation, would
expandthedefinition of apublicagency toincludeprivatefirms
that contract to run state programs, an increasingly popular
dodge.

All thismay sound great, but therewill be opposition. Many
officiasfeel the public really doesn’'t need to know what gov-
ernmentisupto.

Somewill support theamendment and theaccompanyingbills
publicly, but drag their feetinhopesthat theeffort will go away.

Thereislittlein state, county, city or school filesthat should
not beopento publicinspection. Current exemptionstothelaws
wouldremainto protect thosefew things, such aspersonnel and
student records, that should be closed.

Butit will takealot of work and strong support from taxpay-
ersand votersto get atwo-thirdsvoteinboth housesof thestate
Legidsature. An affirmative vote by the peoplein 2006 ismore
certain, because Kansansunderstand they’ re entitled tothisin-
formation.

Thisplan, enshriningabasicrightintheConstitutionandcre-
ating an agency to enforceit, deserves our support. It'simpor-
tant to our freedom to know what government does.

Here'shoping that the L egislature getswith the program. —
SeveHaynes
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Lent season for personal renewal

| don’t know about you, but, asaChristian, |
will observethe season of Lent.

It began thisweek in most churcheswithan
AshWednesday service.

AshWednesday isthebeginning of a40-day
period of self-examination, looking for habits
and attitudes that separate you from being all
Godwantsyoutobe.

Thisisatimeof preparation, muchasJesus
timeinthedesert beforehebeganhisministry
on earth. Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual
encounter: weconfront our transienceand con-
fessour sin before God withinthe community
of faith.

Now | know alot of you think you’ re pretty
straight with God and that sin really isn’'t a
problem in your lives. Well then, maybe you
should look deeper and seeif youaren'tavic-
tim of pride.

Herearesomethoughtsabout sintohelpyou
assessyour lifestyle and personal mind-sets:

A Bibledictionary will tell you “sinisthat
which isin opposition to God's benevolent
purposesfor (God's) creation. Sinisan ever-
present reality that end avesthehumanraceand
has corrupted God's created order.” (High-
lightingismine. LGT)

No oneistotally free from sin. One of the
biggest sinsisthinking that we arefreeof it.
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® commentary

The great white shark stalks its prey by
swimming around and around on the bottom
of shallow water. With no warning, it dartsto
the surface for its attack. “Just as this shark
stalksitsprey, so does Satan. |f you chooseto
linger in the ocean of sin, you can be sure of
this: Thereisashark inthewaters, and sooner
orlater....” (fromContemporary lllustrations,
editor Craig Brian Larson).

A jolt of incoming 120 volt AC electricity
canbeenoughto paralyzeyour musclestothat
youcan'tletgo. Justalittlemorecanstopyour
heart muscle.

“So it iswith sin. People dabble with sin
because they don't fear its power to paralyze
themusclesof thesoul. Thenit'stoolate. Even
when people know asinful behavior is hurt-
ing them and they want to quit, they can’t let
go. Sinisnever safe!” Thetruthisweall need
God'shel pwiththeproblemof sin. (from Con-
temporary Illustrations, editor Craig Brian
Larson).

“Sin is the arrogant pretense of self-suffi-
ciency; it dethrones God and sets the mighty
little self in His place” (from Interpreter’s
Bible, Hebrews).

Sinisthinkingyoudon’t need God, that you
can handle everything by yourself.  Self be-
comesyour god, andyour humanity allowsyou
tothink andlivehowever youchoose. Youhave
no need to listen to or beaccountableto God.

You have to overcome sin moment by mo-
ment. Itisalwaysthere—bothintheworldand
within your self. You must learn to disclose
your tendency towardsin. Confessionisnec-
essary. Admitting you need God'shelp is es-
sential. If you won't acknowledge sin, you
can'tgetridof it.

ThisLent | invite and encourage you to ex-
amineyourself.

Our Godisgraciousand merciful. If wead-
mitour sin, Godwill forgiveand strengthenus.
To conquer siniswhy Jesus cameto earth.

Thesolemntimeof scrutiny endswithacel-
ebration. Thedarknessof Lent givesway tothe
light and joy of Easter.

Hopefully when Easter comesthisyear, you
will becelebratingall that Jesusdidtosaveyou
from sin and to show you God'slove and for-
giveness, but also you'll rgjoicein anew and
better you.

Legislature moving bills through process

What'supin Topeka?
DOMA: The Defenseof Marriage Amend-

ment to the Kansas Constitution has been |

passed by the L egislatureandwill bevoted on
intheApril 5elections. It needs50 percent plus
onevoteto be placed inthe Constitution. The
guestion on the ballot will be: “.being consti-
tuted by one man and one woman only. All
other marriages are declared to be contrary to
the public policy of this state and are consid-
eredvoid.”

EDUCATION subcommittees are nearly
completed discussing theissuesof suitability
andweighting. The Senatesaysthey will have
aposition thisweek. The House should have
itsposition thefollowing week.

BOW HUNTERSwill behappy about HB
2115, which would repeal legislation passed
latelast sessionthat severely limited theareas
inwhich bow hunters could hunt. Passage of
the bill will once again allow bow huntersto
hunt statewide. It wasto be heard in Wildlife,
Tourism and Parks Committee on Monday.

DEATH PENALTY will bediscussed this
week in Rep. Ward Loyd's Corrections and
JuvenileJustice Committee. Youmay remem-
ber thestate. Supreme Court recently ruledthe
current death penal ty statuteunconstitutional.

PAY DAY L OANSaretheobject of discus-
sion in the Financial Institutions Committee.
Abill tocapinterest ratesisscheduledfor hear-
ing next week. | havedatathat appearsto sug-
gest higher rates are being charged for ATM
fees, credit cardfees(especialy latecharges),
check overdraft feesand many other fees, near-
ing as much as 1000 percent, considerably
higher than payday loans. Thiswill be anin-
teresting discussionthat couldmorphintoabill
addressing feescharged by all lenders.

Jjim
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® capitol review

HEALTH isanissueimportanttoeveryone.
Youwill likely tireof my sayingitisthesingle
most important issue of your life. Without
health, you die.

Accessibility, Affordability andAvailability
(the3As) of health careand your healthinfor-
mation should be important to everyone. HB
2256, addressing, in part, the 3Aswas sched-
uledfor hearingsWednesday and Thursday in
my Health committee. The bill would allow
Advanced Registered Nurse Practitionersthe
unrestricted practice of medicine. Over time,
thiscould meanyouwould seeanMD, DO or
ARNPfor anythingfromasorethroat tobrain
surgery. Somebackground on part of theissues
inHB2256isintheJan. 31-Feb. 7issueof U.S.
News & World Report. The specia hedlthis-
sueisworth aread.

My intentionistocreateasmuchdiscussion
onbasicproblemsas| can. ChairmanHolmes
(UtilitiesCommittee) isdoingthesameregard-
ing wind turbines, broadband, predatory tele-
communication practices and such. That is
another story — to beincluded in subsequent
information in the newspaper.

Thank you very much for all your support,
feedback, help, prayersand just plain friend-
ship. | have alegislative aide, Skyler Good-
win, aGoodland native and second-year stu-
dent at Washburn School of Law. Hishelpis
greatly appreciated aswell.

REMINDER: All documentsutilizedinmy

Health and Human Services Committee are
availableonthelnternet atwww.ksegidature-
.org/committeeminutes/05-06/house/
hhealth/h_hhs.shtml. Thesiteincludeslive
video, audio and downl oadabl etestimony each
day at 1:30 p.m. The Senate UtilitiesCommit-
teechaired by Jay Emler hasinformationavail -
able online starting at 9:30 each day. Senate
documents are at www.kslegislature.or g/
committeeminutes/05-06/senate/sutil s/
s utils.shtml.

The entire legislature and all committees
shouldbepaperless, wirelessand onlinebegin-
ning in the 2006 session (that's the plan any-
way). Feedback isappreciated onhow youlike
the accessibility, suggestionson how to make
better, etc.

Wenow havepublicwirelessInternet access
inthe committee room so those bringing aPC
can seetheexact samething committee mem-
bersareseeingduringthemeeting. I’ mhaving
agreat deal of funopeningthislegidativepro-
cesstoyou, so pleaselet usknow if itisof any
valueasweexpandthesystem. Thankstothose
inmy districtwho haveallowed metobeapart
of thisexciting changeintheway the Legisla-
turedoesbusi nessand making our actionsmore
accountableto the el ectorate.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel-
comes|ettersfrom readers. L etters should betype-
written, and must include atel ephone number and
a signature. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Form letters will be rejected, as will let-
ters deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive. Wereservetheright to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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